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Abstract

Despite the many remarkable successes of the Standard Model (SM) of particle physics, there
are both theoretical and experimental reasons that imply the SM is not the final and most
fundamental theory of nature. Some anomalies have emerged in measurements of semileptonic
B hadron decays that could reveal the violation of lepton flavor universality. Models that propose
a new particle called the leptoquark (LQ) are strongly motivated as a possible explanation, and
could reveal the underlying connection between quarks and leptons and explain the observed
flavor symmetries, as well as the hierarchical mass pattern.

This thesis presents a search for the single and pair production of LQs that decay exclusively
to a τ lepton and a bottom quark, as well as a novel search for the exchange of an LQ by b quarks
that produces a τ lepton pair. This is done by targeting the ττ decay channels, and creating
several event categories based on the number of jets and heavy-flavored jets. The search uses
a data set of pp collisions corresponding to an integrated luminosity of 138 fb−1, collected at a
center-of-mass energy of 13TeV, and recorded with the CMS detector. Preliminary results are
presented: Upper limits are set on the production cross section of third-generation scalar and
vector LQs as a function of the LQ mass, and results are compared with theoretical predictions
to obtain lower limits on the LQ mass. At 95% confidence level, third-generation LQs decaying
to a τ lepton and a b quark with unit coupling are excluded for masses below 1.25 TeV for a scalar
model, and below 1.53 (1.86) TeV for a vector model with nonminimal coupling κ = 0 (1). At
λ = 2.5, the lower limits are 1.37 TeV for a scalar model, and 1.86 (1.96) TeV for a vector model
with κ = 0 (1). Upper limits are also set on the coupling strength of such LQs as a function of
their mass. Due to the inclusion of the nonresonant LQ exchange processes, this analysis is able
to set constraints on LQs with masses up to 10 TeV, much higher than can be produced directly
at the LHC. For a representative LQ mass of 2 TeV and a coupling strength of 2.5, an excess
with a significance of 3.4 standard deviations above the standard model expectation is observed
in the data. Consequently, the observed upper limits on the LQ production cross section are
about three times larger than expected for this benchmark.

As hadronic decays of the τ lepton (τh) are an important part of this search, this thesis also
presents the reconstruction and identification algorithms used in CMS, as well as the measure-
ments of its performance and the corrections to simulated τh candidates that are needed to
ensure good modeling of the data.
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1 Introduction

Over the last 100 years, physicists have made large strides in understanding the natural laws
that govern the universe as we know it. The smallest building blocks of matter and the way
they interact at small scales have been encoded in the Standard Model (SM) of particle physics.
Despite its many remarkable successes, there are both theoretical and experimental reasons that
imply the SM is not the final and most fundamental theory of nature.

One of the most striking features of the SM is that it neatly orders quarks and leptons into
three distinct generations. Except for mass, each generation of fermions seems to be a copy
of the others. In particular, the SM gauge interactions cannot differentiate between different
lepton flavors, even though there is no fundamental symmetry protecting them from mixing.
The observed fermion masses vary by many orders of magnitudes, and this pattern does not
seem natural or accidental. It instead appears very hierarchical, which could suggest something
about the underlying physics that we have yet to uncover.

On the experimental side, many tests of the universality of lepton flavor have been made by
studying the decays of various particles. In the last decade, several anomalies have appeared in
precision measurements that could help uncover the violation of this universality. In particular,
the evidence seems suggest some new physics interactions that couple preferentially to the third
generations of fermions like bottom quarks and τ leptons. Models that propose a new particle
called the leptoquark (LQ) have recently received considerable theoretical interest as a possible
explanation for these flavor anomalies.

Due to record-high collision energies and integrated luminosities, as well as state-of-the-
art detectors, the experiments at the Large Hadron Collider (LHC) are able to offer a diverse
physics program that can explore the topic of flavor in many unique ways. LQs could be directly
created or exchanged in proton-proton collisions at the LHC, which motivates the search for these
signatures in multipurpose detectors like CMS. This thesis presents a combined search for single
and pair production of LQs that decay exclusively to a τ lepton and a bottom quark, as well
as nonresonant production of a τ lepton pair through the t-channel exchange of an LQ. Single
and pair production have a resonant final state that includes two τ leptons and at least one
heavy-flavored jet. Nonresonant production will also have a final state with two τ leptons and
a distribution of jets produced in association by gluon splitting or initial state radiation. The
search is based on a data sample of proton-proton collisions at a center-of-mass energy of 13 TeV
recorded by the CMS experiment in 2016–2018, corresponding to a data set with an integrated
luminosity of about 138 fb−1. This analysis was the first at the LHC to incorporate a search for
nonresonant LQ production, which has the benefit of being sensitive to LQs with masses larger
than the energy exchanged in the collisions.

A τ lepton may decay to an electron (e) or muon (µ), each accompanied by two undetected
neutrinos (ν), or it may decay to hadrons (τh) and a neutrino. We reconstruct both hadronic and
leptonic decays of the two τ leptons, classifying events into exclusive channels denoted by the
measured particles: fully hadronic (τhτh), semileptonic (eτh, µτh), and fully leptonic channels
(eµ, µµ). Due to the large branching fraction, the semileptonic and fully hadronic channels are

1



the most sensitive to an LQ signal with two τ leptons, while the events with two light leptons
(eµ, µµ) are used to constrain SM backgrounds.

The hadronic decay modes make up about 64.8% of τ lepton decays, and are therefore crucial
in the statistically limited search for LQs. I have therefore contributed to dedicated algorithms
to reconstruct and identify τh decays with good accuracy and efficiency, while suppressing the
large background of objects that are misreconstructed or misidentified. Furthermore, corrections
to simulated τh candidates need to be measured to ensure good understanding and modeling of
the data. These algorithms and corrections, including a significant fraction of my own work as
well as work I helped supervise as co-convener of the CMS Tau ID Group, will also be presented
in this thesis.

This dissertation first describes the state-of-the-art theoretical and experimental approaches
used in this thesis (Chapters 2 to 5), followed by an in-depth explanation of the analysis I
developed and executed in order to complete the thesis (Chapters 6 to 14). It has the follow-
ing structure: Chapter 2 discusses the SM and its flavor symmetries, after which Chapter 3
motivates the search for hypothetical particles like LQs, which are beyond the SM. Chapter 4
describes the LHC accelerator, CMS detector and the collection of proton-proton collision data.
Chapter 5 describes the way physics objects that are relevant for this thesis are reconstructed
in CMS, while Chapter 6 focuses mainly on the reconstruction and identification of hadronically
decayed τ leptons. Chapter 7 describes the data sets and the simulation of both the back-
ground processes and the signal model. Chapter 8 and Chapter 9 then discuss how corrections
are derived and applied to the simulation of background processes to account for mismodeling.
After these, Chapter 10 discusses the common preselection of events that are compatible with
the decay channels of the pair of τ leptons, and the optimized final selections targeting the
LQ → bτ signal and nonresonant LQ signals. Chapter 11 discusses the estimations of relevant
background processes. Chapter 12 explains the way a hypothetical signal is extracted from data
with systematic uncertainties. Chapter 13 presents the preliminary results. A summary is given
in Chapter 14.
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2 The Standard Model

This chapter introduces the Standard Model (SM) of particle physics that encapsulates the be-
havior of matter and its interplay with the strong, weak, and electromagnetic forces. Section 2.1
discusses experimental observations, which have led to the mathematical formulation of the SM
laid out in Section 2.2. Section 2.2.3 lays out the unexplained features of flavor symmetry,
which will motivate the subject of this thesis. Finally, Section 2.3 will explain the physics of
proton-proton (pp) collisions.

2.1 Experimental observations & building the Standard Model

In the past century, physicists have slowly puzzled together our current understanding of the
fundamental nature of matter from a series of experimental observations and theoretical consid-
erations. To understand how the theoretical framework of the SM of particle physics laid out
in Section 2.2 was finally constructed, this section will highlight several important observations
and insights. More detailed historical discussions can be found in Refs. [1–3]. A rough timeline
of the experimental discovery of particles is given by Fig. 2.1.

2.1.1 The electromagnetic interaction

By the 1930s, the electron (e−), proton (p+), and neutron (n0) were discovered, and were
enough to describe the composition of ordinary matter that surrounds us in daily life. Quantum
mechanics was successful in describing the hydrogen atom and its emission spectrum, but small
deviations were found between theory and experiment in the energy levels of hydrogen, as well as
the magnetic moment of the electron. This led to the development of quantum electrodynamics
(QED), which can very precisely and accurately compute the observed anomalous magnetic
moment of the electron with perturbation theory, and became the fundamental theory for the
electromagnetic interaction, with the photon as mediator between particles with electric charge.

The mathematical structure and methods of QED also inspired the later theories of other
interactions. One important principle guiding the formulation of interactions between particles,
is gauge symmetry, which requires that the theory is invariant under the local transformations
of a certain symmetry group. Gauge symmetry implies conservation of charge and one or more
gauge bosons, which are bosons with spin 1 that mediate a force. For QED, the gauge symmetry
is given by a local U(1)EM symmetry that generates a coupling between charged particles and
the photon. More detail will be given in Section 2.2.1.

2.1.2 The discovery of exotic particles

As experimental techniques improved, many other types of matter particles that were completely
unexpected were observed in cosmic rays and fixed-target experiments. In 1936, the muon (µ±)
was discovered, which is a particle that has the same properties as the electron, except it is
unstable and has a mass that is approximately 206.7 larger than that of the electron. In the
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Figure 2.1: A timeline of particle physics in the last 130 years. Some of the most important
experimental discoveries of subatomic particles are indicated below the timeline. Leptons and
quarks are highlighted in green. Mesons and baryons are indicated in blue and purple, respec-
tively, and are hadrons, which are the bound state of two or three quarks, respectively. Finally,
fundamental bosons are shown in red. Note that some particles, like the positron (e+), pion (π),
neutrino (ν), Ω−, Υ, gluon, top quark, and Higgs boson, were predicted before experimental
observation. The leptoquark (LQ) is a hypothesized boson. Figure inspired by Ref. [4].

years after World War II, new particles were observed in collisions of cosmic rays with protons
and neutrons. They included the pions (π±, π0), the kaons (K±, K0), the ∆ particles, and the
hyperons (Λ, Σ, Ξ). Because these particles are easy to produce in large numbers, but decay
relatively slowly, it was recognized that their production mechanism must be mediated by the
strong force, which also holds together protons and neutrons in the nucleus of the atom, while
their decay is most often mediated by the weak force, which is also responsible for beta decay
of radioactive nuclei and the neutron [3, 5]. These types of particles that can be produced
in strong interactions are referred to as hadrons. These include the proton and neutron. In
contrast, leptons like the electron, muon, and neutrino (ν) do not participate in the strong
interaction, but can interact through the electromagnetic and weak force.

2.1.3 The quark model

It is now understood that hadrons are composite particles. This realization was achieved by
finding certain patterns in the observed properties of the hadrons. In analogy to the SU(2) sym-
metry of spin, the concept of isospin was used to group together hadrons of identical spin and
similar mass into the same isospin multiplets according to the observed value of the electrical
charge. Furthermore, to explain why certain hadrons like kaons and hyperons are always pro-
duced in pairs, a new quantum number called strangeness was postulated, which, like isospin, is
conserved by the strong force. This eventually led to the quark model proposed by Gell-Mann [6]
and Zweig [7] in 1964, who suggested the existence of a new type of strongly-interacting particle
with fractional charge, called the quark. Like the leptons, they have spin 1/2, and are therefore
also fermions. These quarks came in three species, or flavors: the up (u), down (d), and strange
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quark (s). By ordering the hadrons into multiplets of an SU(3) flavor symmetry, Gell-Mann
successfully predicted the existence of the Ω− baryon, which was discovered later in 1964 [8].
The quark model was later extended in 1974 with the charm quark (c) after the discovery of
J/ψ, a cc̄ state [9, 10]. When later the Υ, a bb̄ state, was discovered [11], the bottom quark
(b) was also included, which implied, due to flavor symmetry, the existence of the top quark (t)
long before its discovery.

Most observed hadrons are classified as either mesons or baryons, which are bound states of
two or three quarks, respectively. This picture is a bit more complicated by the parton model,
which will be discussed in Section 2.3.1. Almost all (free) hadrons are unstable. The notable
exception is the proton, for which the Super-Kamiokande experiment has set a lower limit on
the lifetime of τp > 2.4× 1034 years at a 90% confidence level [12]. The decay chain of all other
baryons end with the proton, which is the lightest baryon. This implies a law of conservation
of baryon number B. Protons and neutrons, for example, have B = +1, and their antiparticles
(p, n) have B = −1. Since this is an additive number, quarks are assigned baryon number
B = +1/3, while anti-quarks must have B = −1/3.

2.1.4 The strong interaction

Quarks of the same flavor can form bound states like the ∆++ baryon, which is a uuu state
and should violate the Pauli exclusion principle if quarks have indeed spin 1/2. To explain the
observation of such states with the quark model, the concept of color charge was introduced.
Each quark is assigned a red, blue, or green color charge, while antiquarks must have anti-red,
anti-blue, or anti-green. In this way, three quarks of the same flavor but different color charge
can form a bound state without violating the exclusion principle. The mathematical structure
of color charge can also be given by an SU(3)C color symmetry, analogous to the SU(3) flavor
symmetry. This fact helped to formulate the theory of quantum chromodynamics (QCD), which
is the fundamental theory of strong interactions. When using SU(3)C as a gauge symmetry, the
theory also implies the existence of the gluon, a massless vector boson that mediates the strong
interaction between objects with color charge. Gluons can also self-interact, and therefore carry
color. While they are massless, their strong self-interaction ensures they have a short range, in
line with observations of nuclei and hadrons.

Another initial problem for the quark model was that quarks were never observed as isolated
particles. The idea of color confinement was formulated, which stated that strongly interacting
particles must form colorless states like hadrons, wherein the color charge of the constituent
quarks cancel each other when combined. The mechanism for color confinement was only ex-
plained much later by QCD. However, the discovery of new hadrons like J/ψ and Υ, and exper-
iments probing the substructure of the proton, provided more experimental evidence in favor
of the quark model (see Section 2.3.1). Furthermore, quarks and gluons can explain the phe-
nomena of the production of so-called jets of hadrons in particle colliders, which is discussed in
Section 5.1. Quarks and their color charge are also confirmed by the observed rate of hadron
creation in electron-positron collision data. For example, the ratio of production cross sections
of the hadrons with respect to pairs of muons can be roughly approximated by

R(s) =
σ(e+e− → hadrons)
σ(e+e− → µ+µ−)

≈ NC

∑

f

Q2
f , (2.1)

where NC = 3 is the number of color charges, Qf = −1/3 or +2/3 is the electric charge of
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the quark with flavor f , and s is square of the center-of-mass collision energy [3, p. 278; 13,
Section 9.2.1]. Without color, NC = 1, and this ratio would be three times smaller than observed.

2.1.5 The weak interaction

The weak interaction is responsible for most hadron decays, for example, the beta decay of the
neutron, n0 → p+e−νe. In 1933, Fermi proposed a simple model where these four particles with
spin 1/2 interact in a single point. For this, he postulated the existence of the neutrino, whose
existence was confirmed later in 1956 using the neutrino flux from nuclear reactors [14]. The
strength of this contact interaction was given by the Fermi constant GF ≈ 1.1638×10−5 GeV−2.

In order to explain why the weak interaction has such a short range and is many orders of
magnitude weaker than the electromagnetic and strong interactions, one needs a theory wherein
the weak force is mediated by a massive vector boson that is exchanged between two pairs of
fermions. This was accomplished by Glashow, Weinberg, and Salam in the 60s, in what is now
called the electroweak theory. Their model included two charged W± bosons and one neutral
Z0 boson, for which Weinberg derived a simple formula in his seminal paper [15] that related
the masses of these weak bosons. In 1983, both the W and Z bosons were directly observed in
proton-antiproton collisions at CERN [16, 17]. With the combined success of the electroweak
theory and QCD, the SM of particle physics was formed.

The weak interaction has several unique and nontrivial properties, which helped formulate
the final structure of the SM. In 1956, Wu observed that parity symmetry was violated in weak
decays [18]. In her famous experiment, she measured the beta decay of cobalt 60 nuclei that
were polarized in a magnetic field, and observed that electrons were preferentially emitted in the
direction opposite of the nuclei spin, violating parity. In comparison, parity violation has not
been observed in electromagnetic or strong processes, after many rigorous tests. Experimentally,
it turns out that the violation of parity by the weak interaction is maximal. Neutrinos, which
are only known to interact through the weak force, always have a left-handed helicity (i.e., the
spin is anti-parallel with the momentum), while antineutrinos always have a right-handed helicity
(i.e., the spin is parallel with the momentum). Clear evidence for this is seen in, for example,
the measured helicity of the muon in pion decay, π+ → µ+νµ [19, 20], or the angular distribution
of the electron in muon decay, µ+ → e+νeνµ [21]. Furthermore, the maximal violation of parity
can quantitatively describe why the observed decay rate of π+ → e+νe is heavily suppressed
compared to that of the muonic decay, such that their ratio is Γ(π+ → e+νe)/Γ(π+ → µ+νµ) ≈
1.2× 10−4 [22]. If parity were conserved, this ratio would be about 5.5 instead due to the small
electron mass compared to that of the muon.

The theory of weak interactions describes the interaction between the weak bosons and two
quarks or two leptons. Each pair belongs to a different generation. For example, the first
generation has couplings W-eνe or W-ud, while the second generation has couplings W-µνµ
or W-sc. These are responsible for decays where charge is exchanged, i.e., charged currents.
However, there is some mixing between quark generations in charged currents, as explained
below. Neutral currents are given by Z-ff̄ couplings, where f is any fermion, and f̄ is the
corresponding antiparticle of the same flavor but opposite charge. No mixing is found in these
couplings. It was realized that these pairs form doublets under an SU(2)L symmetry, where
the label L represents the fact that the fermions interacting with the W boson must have
a left-handed chirality, while antifermions must be right-handed because of maximal parity
violation. The weak bosons then, form a triplet, and are the gauge bosons with SU(2)L as a
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gauge symmetry.
While the strong interaction conserves the number of each quark flavor, the weak interaction

does not as evidenced by observed hadron decays like K± → π±π0, which violates strangeness.
This can be explained if one assumes that the quark eigenstate that participates in the weak
interaction do not align with the quark mass eigenstates [23]. The kaon decay to two pions must
then involve an s → d transition. This can be expressed with the simple rotation matrix

(
d′

s′

)
=

(
cos θC sin θC

− sin θC cos θC

)(
d

s

)
, (2.2)

where |d′⟩ and |s′⟩ represent the weak eigenstates, which are linear combinations of the mass
eigenstates |d⟩ and |s⟩. The mixing of the down and strange states is quantified with the Cabibbo
angle θC, which is measured to be about θC ≈ 13.04◦. To explain the suppressed decay rate
of K0 → µ+µ−, Glashow, Iliopoulos, and Maiani used this mixing matrix and proposed the
existence of the charm quark as a partner to the strange quark in 1970, several years before the
discovery of J/ψ [24]. This is referred to as the Glashow–Iliopoulos–Maiani (GIM) mechanism.

One consequence of quark mixing can be seen in the oscillations of the neutral kaon system
(K0 ⇌ K

0) that decays through the weak eigenstates KS and KL, which have distinct life-
times [25]. These eigenstates were expected to also be eigenstates of the CP symmetry, which
combines charge conjugation and parity reversal. However, evidence for a small violation of
CP violation was found in the experiment performed by Cronin and Fitch at Brookhaven in
1964 [26]. In 1973, Kobayashi and Maskawa recognized that CP violation could not be accom-
modated in a four-quark model and postulated the existence of a third generation of quarks [27].
They generalized the Cabibbo matrix Eq. (2.2) to



d′

s′

b′


 =



Vud Vus Vub

Vcd Vcs Vcb

Vtd Vts Vtb






d

s

b


 , (2.3)

where the matrix is the so-called Cabbibo-Kobayashi-Maskawa (CKM) matrix, denoted by VCKM.
Several years later, the Υ was discovered, which was direct evidence for the bottom quark. The
bottom quark implied the existence of its partner with charge +2/3, the top quark, which was
indeed observed from its decay much later in 1995 at the Tevatron collider in Fermilab [28, 29].
Most of the elements of the CKM matrix have been measured to good precision, primarily from
hadron decays and the oscillations of neutral meson systems [13, Section 12]. The size of the
diagonal elements are close to one, while |Vud| and |Vud| are about roughly 0.22, and the size of
the other off-diagonal elements are smaller than 0.042.

2.1.6 Fermion generations

In 1975, a third charged lepton called the τ lepton was discovered. It has a massmτ of 1.776GeV,
almost 17 times larger than that of the muon. Direct evidence that the τ neutrino (ντ) existed
and is distinct from the electron neutrino (νe) and muon neutrino (νµ) was announced by the
DONUT experiment in 2000 [30]. No evidence for more quarks or leptons has so far been found.
Precision measurements of the decay width of the Z boson are consistent with three generations
of neutrinos, as long as the new neutrinos have a mass lower than MZ/2 ≈ 45GeV [31]. The
observation of the top quark and τ neutrino therefore officially completed the known matter
content in Nature. The current SM of particle physics counts six quark flavors and six lepton
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flavors that are organized into three generations of two flavors each. The charged leptons with
Q = −1 are known as the electron, muon, and τ lepton, and for each lepton generation there
is a corresponding neutrino without electric charge, i.e., Q = 0. The quarks come in three
generations of up-type quarks with charge Q = +2/3; the up, charm, and top quark, and in
three generations of down-type quarks with charge Q = −1/3; the down, strange, and bottom
quark. The antiparticles of the fermions have the opposite quantum numbers, including electric
charge Q. There is a clear hierarchy in the observed mass, which allows the generations to be
ordered from small to large mass. Leptons and quarks, as well as the gauge bosons and Higgs
boson, have no substructure, and are presumed to be fundamental particles that are not further
composed of new types of particles [32]. Figure 2.3 summarizes the observed particles of the SM
with their respective properties.

2.1.7 The Higgs boson & Yukawa interactions

As mentioned above, the weak bosons need to be massive to explain the weakness and short-
range of the weak force. However, gauge bosons with nonzero mass spoil the gauge invariance
of the theory. To get around this, one can instead assume that the SU(2)L gauge symmetry of
the electroweak theory is spontaneously broken. Spontaneous symmetry breaking (SSB) can be
achieved with a new scalar boson (i.e., spin 0), called the Higgs boson, that interacts with the
gauge bosons and generates mass and has a nonzero vacuum expectation value (vev). This is
called the Higgs mechanism, proposed in 1964 [35, 36]. The Higgs boson was long sought for,
and its discovery was finally announced in 2012 [37–40]. A single Higgs boson is the simplest
and most minimal solution, although it is possible to achieve SBB with more than one Higgs
boson. No evidence of additional Higgs bosons have been found so far [41].

The Higgs boson also couples to fermions with so-called Yukawa couplings, and can be used
to generate gauge invariant fermion masses in the theory. The fermion masses are proportional
to the coupling strength of their coupling to the Higgs. Contrary to the W and Z boson masses,
these Yukawa couplings are parameters of the theory and need to be measured in experiment
from the fermion masses and Higgs vev, which is measured from the lifetime of weak decays.
With a mass of mt ≈ 172.8GeV [13, p. 32], the top quark is by far the heaviest fermion. Due
to its large Yukawa coupling, it becomes important in quantum corrections of observables like
the masses of the weak bosons. Theorists used this fact to accurately predict the mass of
the top quark with the SM, using precision electroweak measurements and special theoretical
techniques [43]. Similarly, the mass of the Higgs boson was not known from theory beforehand,
but it was possible to constrain it very well with an SM fit to precision measurements at the
Tevatron and LEP of the top quark, and the W and Z bosons [44]. Many measurements of the
production and decay of the Higgs boson at the LHC have been made, and so far the measured
coupling strengths between the Higgs boson and both weak bosons and the heaviest fermions
agree well with the SM predictions [33, 45], as shown in Fig. 2.2.

2.1.8 Neutrinos

Even though neutrinos are very hard to detect because they are light and only interact via the
weak force, physicists have been able to learn quite a lot about them. As already mentioned,
neutrinos always have left-handed helicity, while anti-neutrinos have right-handed helicity. Other
experiments have shown that neutrinos are different from their antiparticles, and that they come
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in three flavors, the electron neutrino, muon neutrino, and τ neutrino. These observed properties
lead to the concept of conservation of lepton number L, where each lepton carries a number
L = +1, and their antiparticle carries L = −1, and which is conserved in all SM processes [46].
Furthermore, processes like µ± → e±γ have never been observed, even though they are allowed
by conservation of charge and lepton number. This led to the idea of splitting lepton number in
to one conserved lepton number per generation: L = Le + Lτ + Lτ [47, 48].

It was long believed neutrinos were massless. The SM is constructed on this assumption
because implementing masses for left-handed neutrinos in the same way as for the charged
fermions requires the existence of a right-handed neutrino, whose existence is uncertain. This
will be discussed in Section 2.2.2. Nevertheless, the observation of neutrino oscillations implies
that neutrinos do have mass [49], which requires the SM to be extended. The oscillations imply
that neutrino flavors mix because the neutrino’s mass eigenstates are different than the weak
eigenstates, similar to quarks. The mixing is quantified by a 3 × 3 unitary matrix called the
Pontecorvo-Maki-Nakagawa-Sakata (PMNS) matrix, which is the analogue of the CKM matrix.
This mixing of neutrinos is in fact experimental proof of the violation of the numbers of individual
lepton flavor, and can technically allow the lepton-flavor violating decay µ± → e±γ, although it
is extremely suppressed as discussed in Section 2.2.3.

2.2 The Standard Model of particle physics

In the SM, matter is composed of elementary particles with spins of 1/2 referred to as fermions,
while forces occur due to the exchange of elementary particles with spins of 1 called gauge
bosons. Although it is rarely referred to as a force because it has a spin of 0, the Higgs boson
interacts with fermions giving rise to their mass. The SM is a quantum field theory (QFT), which
describes matter and the forces as quantum fields, and particles as excited states of these fields.
The kinematics, or the momentum and energy of particles, and dynamics, or the interactions
between particles, are encoded in the SM Lagrangian density. The terms of the Lagrangian
density can be grouped into three separate sectors:

LSM = Lgauge + LHiggs + LYukawa. (2.4)

The gauge sector Lgauge describes the kinetics of the fermion and gauge boson fields, as well
as the strong, weak and electromagnetic interactions between them. The Higgs sector LHiggs

describes the kinetics of the scalar Higgs field and its interaction with itself and the gauge boson
fields. Finally, the Yukawa sector LYukawa contains the Yukawa interactions between the fermion
and Higgs fields. The Lagrangian density, or Lagrangian for short, gives all the mathematical
terms to derive the equations of motion and the interactions between the different fields, and
allows us to compute cross sections and decay rates. Most physical observable are computed
with perturbation theory, which expands the calculation into a power series in the coupling
strength. This works if the coupling strength is small enough for the series to converge. The
more terms of higher order are included, the higher the accuracy should become. The accuracy
of observables calculated with perturbation theory are often indicated by leading order (LO),
next-to-leading order (NLO), next-to-next-to-leading order (NNLO), etc.

The terms of the SM Lagrangian are constrained by three conditions. Firstly, the SM must
be Lorentz invariant such that the Lagrangian has the same form between two inertial reference
frames, in accordance with special relativity. The terms are therefore often a product of fields and
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their space-time derivatives, which are called local operators. The fields themselves themselves
are the irreducible representations of the double cover of the Poincaré group, such that they can
describe particles with spin 0 (scalar bosons), 1/2 (fermions), or 1 (vector bosons) [50, 51]. It
should be noted, however, that the SM does violate the discrete symmetries of parity (P), charge-
conjugation (C), and time-reversal (T), which are part of the Lorentz group. Nevertheless, for
the SM to be a consistent Lorentz invariant QFT, the combined application of C, P, and T
operations must lead to invariant descriptions of all physical phenomena, a theorem known as
the CPT theorem. As mentioned in Section 2.1.5, violations of P, C, and CP have been observed
in weak interactions. CPT symmetry has never been observed to be violated and has been
confirmed experimentally [52–55].

Secondly, the SM is a gauge theory : It has an internal symmetry that corresponds to the
local SU(3)C × SU(2)L × U(1)Y symmetry group, where the labels C, L, Y refer to the charges
of the three subgroups, namely color charge, weak isospin, and weak hypercharge, respec-
tively. Each term in the Lagrangian must be invariant under the local transformations of this
group, and the SM fields must belong to a representation of this group. Each subgroup of the
SU(3)C × SU(2)L × U(1)Y gauge group is associated with a gauge field, which must also be a
vector boson. Gauge fields are in the adjoint representation, which means that for the SU(N)

groups, it forms a multiplet with N2− 1 components. Gauge fields of a SU(N) gauge symmetry
can self-interact, which is a consequence of the fact that SU(N) is a non-Abelian group. A
fermion field may be charged under a gauge group if the group transforms one of it properties,
otherwise the field is referred to as a singlet. If a fermion field is charged under a gauge group
with dimension N , it must be in the fundamental representation of this group, such that is
forms a multiplet with N components. Importantly, at low energies the SM gauge group is
spontaneously broken to

SU(3)C × SU(2)L × U(1)Y
SSB−−→ SU(3)C × U(1)EM (2.5)

by the nonzero vev of the Higgs field, where U(1)EM is the gauge symmetry group for QED.
The color group SU(3)C is the basis for the fundamental theory of the strong interaction, QCD.
This will be discussed in more detail below.

Finally, the SM is required to be renormalizable, so that physical observables converge in
perturbative calculations. The condition of renormalizability in four space-time dimensions
limits the total mass dimension of the local operators in Lagrangian terms to d = 4, where
the mass dimension of a local operator is the sum of the mass dimensions its composing fields,
which takes values d = 1 for a boson field with spin 0 or 1 and d = 3/2 for a fermion field
with spin 1/2, while each derivative adds an extra d = 1. In the view of Effective Field Theory
(EFT), however, models beyond the SM can introduce new terms of higher-order dimensions
that are suppressed with some cut-off scale Λ. This will be discussed in more detail later in this
Section 3.3.

In addition to these three conditions, we need to specify the field content, which is the set
of fermion fields that explains the observed elementary matter particles, and pattern of SSB
of SU(2)L. As discussed in Section 2.1.6, experiment shows there are in total six quark flavors
and six leptons that come in three generations of two flavors each. Because they are spin-1/2
fermions, they enter the SM Lagrangian as spinor fields. The vector bosons such as gluons and
the weak bosons emerge naturally by requiring SU(3)C × SU(2)L × U(1)Y as a gauge symmetry.
As discussed in Section 2.1.7, only one scalar boson that is consistent with a Higgs boson has
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been observed. We therefore implement SSB in the SM with a single Higgs field, which is a
scalar field that forms a doublet under SU(2)L. The nonzero vev of the Higgs field breaks the
SU(2)L symmetry and generates mass terms for the weak bosons and fermions.

Before discussing other symmetries of the SM to better understand flavor, we first need to
introduce how matter and their interactions in the gauge and Yukawa sectors are formulated in
the SM.

2.2.1 The gauge sector

Let us have a closer look at how the gauge sector describes the motion and gauge interactions
of matter and the gauge bosons. It can be written as

Lgauge =
∑

f

∑

ψf

ψf iγ
µDµψf −

1

4
GaµνG

µν
a − 1

4
W i
µνW

µν
i − 1

4
BµνBµν , (2.6)

in natural units c = ℏ = 1 [56], and where a = 1, ..., 8 and i = 1, 2, 3. In the first term, matter
is given by five fermion fields ψf in three generations f = 1, 2, 3;

QfL =

(
ufL
dfL

)
, ufR, dfR, LfL =

(
νfL
efL

)
, efR. (2.7)

Their Dirac adjoints are given by ψf = ψ†
fγ

0. They have opposite quantum numbers, such
that the local operator in the first term of Eq. (2.6) has no charge of any kind. Besides their
generation, the different fermion fields are identified by their representation and quantum num-
bers for the SU(3)C × SU(2)L × U(1)Y gauge group. Because of the SU(2)L gauge symmetry,
the SM is a chiral gauge theory, meaning it distinguishes left- and right-handed fermion fields.
The left-handed fermion fields form a weak isospin doublet that contains two components that
are left-handed spinors, while each right-handed fermion field is a single spinor that is a singlet
under SU(2)L. Right-handed neutrinos νR canonically are not included in the SM because the
weak interaction couples only to left-handed neutrinos νL, and the neutrinos are often assumed
massless as explained in Section 2.2.2. Each quark field also forms a color triplet under SU(3)C,
but color indices are suppressed here for brevity. The representations of the SM fields under
the SM gauge group and corresponding quantum numbers are summarized in Table 2.1 and
visualized in Fig. 2.4.

In the last three terms of Eq. (2.6), the field strength tensors Gaµν , W i
µν , and Bµν correspond

to, respectively, the eight-component gluon field Gaµ of SU(3)C, the three-component weak gauge
field W i

µ of SU(2)L, and the hypercharge field Bµ of U(1)Y. These terms describe both the
kinetics and self-interactions of these three vector fields.

The kinetics of the fermions and their interactions with gauge bosons are given by the co-
variant derivative

Dµ = ∂µ + igstaG
a
µ + igTiW

i
µ + ig′

Y

2
Bµ (2.8)

where Ti and ta and are the generators for SU(2)L and SU(3)C, respectively, and Y is the weak
hypercharge of the field that Dµ acts on. For weak isospin doublets, Ti = σi/2, with the usual
three Pauli matrices σi, while for color triplets, ta = λa/2, with the eight Gell-Mann matrices
λa. Meanwhile, the second term disappears for color singlets like the leptons since taψf = 0,
and similarly, the third term will vanish for right-handed fermion fields since Tiψ

f
R = 0.
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Table 2.1: Summary of SM fields and their representation of the SU(3)C × SU(2)L × U(1)Y
gauge group with the corresponding quantum numbers T3 of SU(2)L and hypercharge Y of
U(1)Y, as well as the electric charge Q of U(1)EM. Bold numbers indicate the dimension of the
representation under the respective gauge group: 1 is a singlet, 2 is a doublet, 3 is a triplet, and
8 is an octet. For the fermions, the generational and color indices are omitted. The weak gauge
field is written in the weak isospin eigenbasis with W±

µ = (W 1
µ ∓ iW 2

µ)(
√
2). The Dirac adjoint

of each spinor field has the opposite quantum numbers.

Field name Symbol
Representations Quantum numbers

SU(3)C SU(2)L T3 Y/2 Q = T3 + Y/2

Quark doublet QL =

(
uL

dL

)
3 2

(
+1

2

−1
2

)
+1

6

(
+2

3

−1
3

)

Up-quark singlet uR 3 1 +2
3 +2

3 +2
3

Down-quark singlet dR 3 1 −1
3 −1

3 −2
3

Lepton doublet LL =

(
νL

eL

)
1 2

(
+1

2

−1
2

)
−1

2

(
0

−1

)

Lepton singlet eR 1 1 0 −1 −1

Gluon field Gaµ 8 1 0 0 0

Weak gauge field W i
µ =



W+
µ

W−
µ

W 3
µ


 1 3



+1
−1
0


 0



+1
−1
0




Hypercharge field Bµ 1 1 0 0 0

Higgs doublet Φ =

(
ϕ+

ϕ0

)
1 2

(
+1

2

−1
2

)
+1

2

(
+1
0

)

Conjugate Higgs doublet Φc =

(
ϕ0∗

ϕ−

)
1 2

(
+1

2

−1
2

)
−1

2

(
0

−1

)

−1 +1

−1

+1

−1

0

+1

T3

Y/2

Q = T3 +
1
2Y

uL

dL

uR

dR

dR

uR

dL

uL

eR

eR

eL

eL

νL

νL

νR, νRνR, νR
−1 +1

−1

+1

−1

0

+1

T3

Y/2

Q = T3 +
1
2Y

W 3
µ Bµ, G

i
µBµ, G
i
µ

W+
µW−

µ

ϕ0

ϕ0∗ϕ−

ϕ+

Figure 2.4: Graph of the SU(2)L×U(1)Y quantum numbers (T3, Y/2) of the fermion (left) and
boson (right) fields in the SM. The quarks are shown as a color triplet (red, blue, green). Note
that right-handed neutrinos νR are not included in the SM.
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As mentioned above, the gauge group is spontaneously broken due to the nonzero Higgs vev.
Through the Higgs mechanism, the gauge bosons acquire mass and mix into the mass eigenstates

W±
µ =

W 1
µ ∓ iW 2

µ√
2

, Zµ =W 3
µ cos θW +B3

µ sin θW, Aµ =W 3
µ sin θW −B3

µ cos θW, (2.9)

where W±
µ are the charged W boson fields, Zµ is the neutral Z boson field, Aµ is the photon

field, and θW is the Weinberg angle given by sin θW = g′/
√
g2 + g′2. After mixing, the new

covariant derivative becomes

Dµ = ∂µ+ igstaG
a
µ+ i

g√
2
T+W+

µ + i
g√
2
T−W−

µ + i
g

cos θW

(
T3 − sin2 θWQ

)
Zµ+ ieQAµ, (2.10)

such that the ladder operators T± = T1±iT2 couple up-type quarks to down-type anti-quarks and
vice versa in the charged weak interaction. The photon field Aµ is the gauge field that belongs
to U(1)EM with coupling strength e, and gives rise to the conserved quantity Q = T3 + Y/2,
which is familiar as the electric charge.

2.2.2 The Yukawa sector

In order to explain mass of the fermions, we need to add Dirac mass terms, which are of the
form

−mψψ = −m
(
ψRψL + ψLψR

)
, (2.11)

where ψ is a full Dirac spinor, and ψL = 1
2(1− γ5)ψ and ψR = 1

2(1 + γ5)ψ with γ5 = iγ0γ1γ2γ3

are its left- and right-handed projections, respectively. However, this term cannot be gauge
invariant under SU(2)L because it mixes fields of different chirality. As is the case for the gauge
bosons, the solution is to use the SSB of the Higgs sector. Following the previously mentioned
conditions for terms in the Lagrangian, one can include the following interaction terms between
a complex Higgs doublet Φ and fermions:

LYukawa = −Y fg
d QfLΦd

g
R − Y fg

u QfLΦ
cugR − Y fg

e LfLΦe
g
R + h.c., (2.12)

with the conjugate Higgs doublet Φc = iσ2Φ
†, and unitary Yukawa matrices Y fg

d , Y fg
u , Y fg

e that
mix the fermion generations in generation space U(3). As Φ is a scalar field that forms a weak
isospin doublet,

Φ =

(
ϕ+

ϕ0

)
, (2.13)

the terms (2.12) are manifestly Lorentz and gauge invariant, and have mass dimension four.
The Higgs-fermion interactions are not obtained through the gauge principle, and as a conse-
quence, the Yukawa matrices are unitary matrices that can generally mix the various flavors and
introduce CP violation.

Because the Higgs vev is nonzero, we can fix the SU(2)L gauge. It is convenient to choose
the unitary gauge

Φ =
1√
2

(
0

v + h

)
, (2.14)

with the vev v ≈ 246GeV, a real constant, and the neutral Higgs field h, a (real) scalar.
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Therefore, after SSB, we are left with

LYukawa = −Y
fg
d√
2
dfL(v + h)dgR − Y fg

u√
2
ufL(v + h)ugR − Y fg

e√
2
efL(v + h)egR + h.c. (2.15)

In the next section, we will see how the Yukawa matrices can be diagonalized to obtain the mass
eigenstates with mass coefficients of the form mf = vY ff/

√
2.

The SM assumes that neutrinos are massless. Nevertheless, the observation of neutrino oscil-
lations imply that neutrinos do have mass [49]. The problem with the Dirac mass terms (2.11)
is that it is not known if right-handed neutrinos exist. Alternately, if one assumes the neutrino
is its own antiparticle, one could build a Majorana mass term from a different combination with
the Higgs field without a right-handed neutrino, but the resulting local operator would be of
mass dimension five, making it nonrenormalizable [56].

2.2.3 Flavor symmetry

To construct the SM Lagrangian, we started from the general conditions of Lorentz invariance,
gauge invariance under SU(3)C × SU(2)L × U(1)Y, and renormalizability, after which we put in
all the particle content Eq. (2.7) observed in experiment. With just these assumptions, we find
that the SM has more symmetries that were not imposed beforehand. These symmetries are
therefore called accidental. In particular, the gauge sector (2.6) by itself is highly symmetric.
Without changing the physics of this sector, one can perform unitary transformations within
the three generation of each fermion type

ψf → ψ′
f = Ufgψg, (2.16)

where Ugf ∈ U(3) is a unitary matrix with 3 × 3 generational indices. Because there are five
fermion fields, the gauge sector therefore has a very large global Gglobal

gauge = U(3)5 symmetry [57,
58]. Each U(3) group can be decomposed into SU(3)× U(1):

Gglobal
gauge = SU(3)QL × SU(3)dR × SU(3)uR × SU(3)LL × SU(3)eR (2.17)

× U(1)QL × U(1)dR × U(1)uR × U(1)LL × U(1)eR , (2.18)

such that each SU(3) represents a transformation in generation space,

QfL → V fg
Q QgL, ufR → V fg

u ugR, dfR → V fg
d dgR, LfL → V fg

L LgL, efR → V fg
e egR, (2.19)

with special unitary matrices V fg ∈ SU(3), whereas each U(1) is a simple complex phase rota-
tion.

There is no reason that these global symmetries should hold generally. Indeed, the structure
of the Yukawa sector (2.12) explicitly breaks a large part of these symmetries, because the
Yukawa matrices can mix the different flavors if there is no global flavor symmetry imposed.
Such a global symmetry would require the Yukawa matrices to be proportional to the identity
matrix, implying the each generation would all have the same mass. This is evidently not the
case, as the fermion masses are different and span several orders of magnitude. Gglobal

gauge is thus
not a good symmetry of the SM because of the Yukawa sector, and it gets explicitly broken to

Gglobal
gauge

Yukawa−−−−→ Gglobal
SM = U(1)B × U(1)e × U(1)µ × U(1)τ, (2.20)

where the first factor indicates the conservation of baryon number B, while the last three factors
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denote the conservation of the number of each individual lepton flavor Le, Lµ, Lτ, which add
up to the total lepton number L [59, 60]. Note that these symmetries, which are observed
experimentally (see Sections 2.1.3 and 2.1.8), emerge naturally from the formulation of the SM.

Although the SU(3) factors in Eq. (2.17) are not a symmetry of the SM, they can still be
used for a change of basis in which the Yukawa matrices are diagonal. For leptons, one can find
transformations VL, Ve ∈ SU(3) such that the Yukawa matrix becomes

Ye → VLYeV
†
e = diag(ye, yµ, yτ ), (2.21)

with yf real and positive [62]. This is the mass basis for charged leptons with masses mf =

vyf/
√
2. These transformations still cancel in the gauge sector, so lepton generations do not

mix in the SM. This corresponds to the conservation of the individual lepton flavors. Since
neutrino oscillations have been observed to occur in Nature, it is clear that lepton flavor is
actually not a conserved quantity. And in addition, conversation of the total lepton number is
violated by anomalies due to nonperturbative effects at the quantum level [60, 62, 63]. Still, both
these effects are extremely suppressed for processes involving the charged leptons [64–67]. Two
examples of lepton-flavor violating decays are shown in Fig. 2.5. Therefore, U(1)e×U(1)µ×U(1)τ

is still an excellent approximate symmetry. Furthermore, leptons are treated equally by each of
the gauge interactions, which is referred to as lepton flavor universality (LFU). The violation of
LFU in observables like production cross sections or decay rates would be a clear hint of new
physics beyond the SM.

For quarks, there are two Yukawa matrices, but only three independent transformations
available. It is a common convention to make Yd diagonal while factorizing Yu into a unitary
and real diagonal matrix so that

Yd → VQYdV
†
d = diag(yd, ys, yb), (2.22)

and

Yu → VQYuV
†
u = V †

CKMdiag(yu, yc, yt), (2.23)

where mf = vyf/
√
2 are the quark masses, and VCKM is the CKM matrix introduced in Sec-

tion 2.1.5. Most generally, VCKM is a unitary matrix with three real angles and six complex
phases, but thanks to the residual flavor symmetry, one can still rotate the phases of the six
quark flavors to eliminate five out of six complex phases. This leaves the VCKM with just four
physical parameters: three real angles that mix the up-type quarks, and one complex phase
that introduces CP violation [56, 62]. Note that if there were only two generations, there would
only be one mixing angle, and no complex phase causing CP violation, like in the Cabibbo
matrix (2.2). To obtain a full quark mass basis with both Yd and Yu diagonal, one can redefine
the up-type components of the quark doublets, such that VCKM is moved to the gauge sector,

<latexit sha1_base64="lEhMwfN0xKldVekSmlI0Z+VKNCA="></latexit>

⌫` ⌫`0`� `0�

�
W�

<latexit sha1_base64="EgzuKeIXok6G9kdnPC9iMjaFzgI="></latexit>

⌫` ⌫`0

�

`� `0�

`0�

`0+

W�

Figure 2.5: Feynman diagrams for lepton flavor violating decays of a heavy lepton, ℓ− → ℓ−γ
and ℓ− → ℓ−ℓ−ℓ+, if one adds neutrino masses to the SM. These are extremely suppressed due
to the small neutrino masses, with a branching fraction that is several orders of magnitude less
than 10−50 [61].
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where it will only appear in the charged weak interactions in Eq. (2.10). The electromagnetic
and strong interactions will still conserve the C, P, T, and flavor symmetries thanks to their
structure (2.10) and the unitarity of the CKM matrix. The neutral weak interaction through
Z-boson exchange violates C and P, but it still respects CP and flavor conservation. Therefore,
decays with flavor-changing neutral currents (FCNCs) in the SM can only happen at loop-level
involving W-boson exchange. Besides being at loop level at LO, the rates of such decays will
also be heavily suppressed by the GIM mechanism, which makes them a good probe for testing
the SM, as it would be more sensitive to new physics.

If one extends the SM with nonzero neutrino masses, it is necessary to introduce the PMNS
matrix to explain neutrino oscillations. This extended SM has twelve fermion masses, six mixing
angles, and two CP phases emerging from the Yukawa sector, which makes up 20 of the 26
parameters of the SM, which need to be experimentally determined. So most of the SM free
parameters come from the Yukawa sector. Moreover, the pattern of the fermion masses appears
very hierarchical across the generations, spanning several orders of magnitude. At the same
time, while CKM matrix has nontrivial mixing of quark generations, it is not too far off from
the identity matrix. This begs the question why matter comes in three generations, and what
mechanism can explain the pattern of mass and mixing. The mass hierarchy could suggest that
new physics somehow prefers the higher generations, which motivates studying physics that
involve τ leptons, bottom or top quarks.

In summary, the gauge sector is highly flavor-symmetric, and the only source of flavor mixing
and CP violation in the SM comes from the the Yukawa sectors. Additionally, we can tell apart
the different flavors through their Yukawa couplings to the Higgs and therefore their masses.
Good ways to test the SM is in observables where we expect strict LFU, or to look for decays
violating charged lepton flavor [68].

2.3 The physics of proton-proton collisions

Modern particle physics has long used particle accelerators to study Nature in a controlled
experiment. By colliding two beams of particles head-on, or letting a beam hit a fixed target,
we can create interactions at higher energies and thereby probe physics at smaller scales. In this
way, we can test the predictions of the SM and look for new phenomena. The largest and most
powerful collider today is the LHC, which accelerates two proton beams up to record energies
and collides them head-on inside of four large detectors. The LHC will be described in a later
chapter.

2.3.1 The proton substructure

Unlike leptons and quarks, which are elementary particles (as far as we know), protons are
composite particles. Protons are a bound state between quarks and gluons. The substruc-
ture of the proton has been carefully studied in deep inelastic scattering (DIS) experiments
at SLAC [70, 71] and DESY [72], which collided electrons or positrons with protons. If large
enough momentum is transferred between the proton and a colliding particle, the proton will
break apart into secondary hadrons. These experiments showed that at the short distance scale,
or equivalently short time scale, of DIS, one can treat protons as a loosely bound group of
constituents. The constituents are referred to as partons. This is a consequence of asymptotic
freedom in QCD, which follows from the non-Abelian nature of SU(3)C, which means that gluons
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Figure 2.6: Plot of the proton PDF fp(x,Q
2) times the momentum fraction x as calculated

by NNPDF3.1 at NNLO accuracy in perturbation theory for Q2 = 10GeV2 (left) and Q2 =
104 GeV2 (right). Adapted from [69].

are self-interacting. To a good approximation, the scattering in such a collision happens with
just a single parton to which all the momentum is transferred, while ignoring its interactions
with the other constituents in the proton. The partons are either quarks or antiquarks with
fractional electrical charge and spin 1/2, or electrically neutral gluons with spin 1.

In the parton model, parton distribution functions (PDFs) describe the probability of finding
a parton of type p with momentum fraction x in a collision at some momentum scale Q as a
function of the form fp(x,Q

2) [73–77]. The proton can be thought of as a bound state involving
two up and one down quark, called valence quarks, plus an admixture of quark-antiquark pairs,
called sea quarks, which are created by quantum fluctuations from the strong QCD fields present
in the proton. To reflect the proton quantum numbers, the PDFs of the up- and down-type
(anti)quarks are normalized so that, for any given Q2,

∫ 1

0

[
fu(x,Q

2)− fū(x,Q
2)
]
dx = 2,

∫ 1

0

[
fd(x,Q

2)− fd̄(x,Q
2)
]
dx = 1, (2.24)

while all others must be zero.
The PDFs can be extracted in different ways from experimental data (mainly DIS) [76]. One

such set of PDFs that has been used in the simulation of proton collisions and is calculated at
next-to-next-leading order (NNLO) accuracy in perturbation theory is shown in Fig. 2.6. Notice
that the PDFs attributed to quarks heavier than the up and down quark are nonnegligible,
especially at higher Q2. This contribution is noteworthy, because it makes processes with bottom
quarks in the initial state, like the signal model of this thesis, also possible. Still, the PDFs of
heavier quarks are considerably suppressed. While at high Q2, heavy-quark PDFs become more
important, another considerable source is gluon splitting g → qq, where a gluon “splits” into a
quark-antiquark pair. This will add an extra parton to the final state, although it tends to be
softer and more forward.
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Figure 2.7: The dominant processes in proton-proton collisions: Elastic and inelastic scattering
at leading order. The inelastic processes can be further divided into diffractive (about 25%) and
nondiffractive (75%) [78].

2.3.2 Proton-proton collisions at the LHC

Most of the times when the proton beams cross in the LHC, little of interest happens. Even
with the record beam intensities that the LHC provides, most of the protons in the beams do
not interact. When they do, they exchange only small amounts of momentum and gain only
small momentum in the transverse direction. This is called soft scattering and corresponds to
long-distance interactions. The total cross section of pp collisions at 13TeV has been measured
to be roughly σtot

pp ≈ 100mb, where 1 barn = 100 fm2, or 10−28 m2. The main contributions
are elastic scattering where both protons stay intact, and inelastic scattering, where at least
one proton breaks up in the interaction. Elastic scattering makes up approximately 25% of
the total cross section, while inelastic scattering, 75%. These results at 13TeV are reported
in Ref. [79–81]. The inelastic processes can be further divided into diffractive and nondiffrac-
tive [78]. Diffractive processes are not understood from first principles by the current theory
of the strong interaction, QCD, because these interactions cannot be calculated perturbatively.
Instead, Regge Theory [82–84] is used. In this framework a colorless object called the Pomeron,
carries the transferred momentum between the protons. All of these types of interactions are
shown in Fig. 2.7.

To measure electroweak processes, study the Higgs boson, or search new physics, however,
one is interested in pp collisions with a hard process, where two partons directly exchange a large
amount of momentum. This kind of process is illustrated in Fig. 2.8, where the right diagram
shows a concrete example of the Drell-Yan process, in which a fermion-antifermion pair are
created through quark-antiquark annihilation. Just as in DIS, the hard process will happen at
time scales much shorter than those of the strong interactions between the proton’s constituents.
Therefore, the PDFs from lepton-proton data can be used for each of the two proton to quantify
the probability of finding these partons. This follows from the factorization theorem [85, 86],
which provides a formula to calculate the cross sections of a hard process with an integral of the
form

σ(pp → X + Y ) =
∑

i,j

∫ 1

0

∫ 1

0
fi(x1, Q

2)fj(x2, Q
2)σ̂ij→X(x1, x2, Q

2) dx1 dx2 , (2.25)

where σij→X(x1, x2, Q
2) is the parton-level cross section of the hard process, i + j → X, and

parton i (j) carries a fraction x1 (x2) of the momentum of its mother proton. Fig. 2.9 compares
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Figure 2.8: Left: Feynman diagrams of a pp collision with a generic hard process represented
by a blob in the middle. The groups of three lines coming from the left represent the proton with
its substructure. The hard process is effectively a collision of two partons i = 1, 2 emerging from
each proton and carrying a fraction xi of their mother proton’s total momentum pi [75]. The
rest of the proton becomes debris, and continues along the beamline. Right: Simple example
of a hard process: Drell-Yan at tree level, which involves a virtual photon γ∗ or Z boson from
quark-antiquark annihilation creating a lepton-antilepton pair.

the theoretical cross sections of some of the main processes for different center-of-mass energies√
s. Notice the orders of magnitude difference between the hard processes and the total cross

section. Hard processes make up a tiny fraction of the inelastic processes, show in Fig. 2.7f.
Figure 2.10 compares the predicted and measured cross sections of several SM processes involving
the production of top quarks as measured by CMS at

√
s = 7, 8, and 13TeV.

Collisions with hard processes are characterized by a large momentum exchange of more than
a few GeV between the protons [89]. The remnants of the protons will mostly disappear in the
beamline, while particles created in the hard process will typically have relatively large trans-
verse momenta, such that they transverse the geometric acceptance of the detector. Therefore,
pp collision events are often selected based on the presence of particles with large transverse
momenta, instead of just the total momentum pi. In this way, they can be distinguished from
uninteresting soft scattering.

The production of particles in the hard process will be boosted along the z-direction. This
is because typically only one parton (quark or gluon) emerges from each proton to take part
in the main collision process. Each parton will carry some fraction xi of that hadron’s total
momentum, which is almost completely in the z-direction. The boost will therefore depend
on their difference in momentum (see Fig. 2.8). This means that the total momentum of the
hard collision in the transverse plane should be zero, while the boost in the z direction will be
unknown if some part of the momentum is carried away by invisible particles not captured by
the detector, or if multiple simultaneous collisions obscure the final state particles necessary to
reconstruct the boost.
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Figure 2.10: Predicted and measured cross sections for a variety of SM processes wherein one
or more top quarks are produced in pp collisions at center-of-mass energies of

√
s = 7, 8, and

13 TeV, as measured by the CMS Collaboration. The x axis denotes the process. The cross
section for the production of a pair of top quarks (tt) is shown inclusively, as well as separately
for production with additional jets (j), bottom quark (b), or charm quark (c). “s-ch” and “t-ch”
refer to s-channel or t-channel production of a single top quark, respectively. Taken from [88].
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3 Beyond the Standard Model

The SM of particle physics is remarkably successful in describing matter and its fundamental
interactions. The mathematical theory behind the SM provides some of the most precise pre-
dictions, which have been confirmed with tests of unprecedented precision. The strength of
the electromagnetic force given by the fine-structure constant α = e2/4π for example, has been
calculated with up to twelve digits and agrees with measurement up to ten [90–93]. In 2012, the
discovery of a major missing piece, the Higgs boson was announced by the ATLAS and CMS
experiments at the CERN LHC [37–40], more than 47 years after its prediction [35, 36]. Despite
its many successes, there are both theoretical and experimental reasons that imply the SM is
not complete and is not the final and most fundamental theory of nature. The following section
highlights several examples of open questions in physics. After that, Section 3.2 will discuss tests
of LFU. Finally, a possible solution for some anomalous experimental measurements is proposed
in Section 3.4

3.1 Shortcomings of the Standard Model

Most obviously, the SM does not offer a description for gravity. The SM can explain very
well and predict behavior of the electromagnetic, weak, and strong interactions at the energy
scales we have covered in experiments so far. At these same scales, gravity is many orders of
magnitude weaker than the weak interaction, and its effects are therefore neglected at the scales
probed by the SM. Quantum effects of gravity are expected to play a role at the Planck scale
ΛPlanck = 1.22×1019 GeV, which is many orders of magnitude higher than what current particle
accelerators can achieve, as shown in Fig. 3.1. The big question that remains is if gravity can be
quantized like the other interactions, which would imply the existence of a force-carrying particle
called the graviton. To be consistent with Einstein’s theory of relativity, this new particle should
be a massless boson with spin-2. However, there is no clear path to fit it consistently in a QFT
like that of the SM, because one quickly runs into issues of renormalization when performing
perturbative calculations. This might indicate the need of a new mathematical framework that
supersedes QFT. One such candidate is string theory.

The last chapter already mentioned that the SM assumes neutrinos are massless. There are
several possibilities to add neutrino mass terms to the SM Lagrangian, but the exact nature of
neutrinos has yet to be revealed by experiment.

Another theoretical puzzle is the so-called strong CP-problem. In the most general Lorentz
and gauge-invariant SM Lagrangian, one would also expect a CP-violating term in the gauge
sector (2.6) coming from the gluon fields. Nevertheless, CP violation has only been observed in
weak interactions so far, and there is no confirmed reason why strong interactions should respect
CP symmetry [62].

One glaringly missing piece in the SM is dark matter. From astronomical observations, it
appears that there exists about five times more matter than the kinds that are part of the SM [95–
97]. Independent pieces of evidence for this unknown kind of matter include inconsistencies in
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Figure 3.1: Logarithmic scale of different energy scales in particle physics. Some particle masses
m = E/c2 are indicated for reference. The SM reaches approximately up to the top quark mass.
New physics may appear at the LHC around the TeV scale. If not, a particle desert may lie
ahead with no new physics until the scale of a Grand Unification Theory (GUT), where the
SM interactions are expected to unify [94]. Beyond the GUT scales lies the Planck scale where
quantum gravitational effects are expected to become important.

the rotation curves of galaxies [98, 99], the localization of matter through lensing in the Bullet
Cluster [100, 101], and the precise measurement of the angular power spectrum of the cosmic
microwave background (CMB) [95, 96]. If this is indeed a new type of matter, the big question
is how it interacts with “normal” SM matter, if at all. There are many experiments that try to
find evidence of such interactions, including dedicated dark matter detectors, as well as searches
in proton-proton collision data at the ATLAS & CMS experiments.

The same measurements of the CMB point to another big conundrum. They found that
68.3% of the energy content in the observable universe is an unknown form of energy, referred
to as dark energy. In the standard model of cosmology, this type of energy is expressed as the
cosmological constant, and can be ascribed to the vacuum energy which uniformly permutes
all of space. While the SM offers amazingly precise agreement with the measured electron
magnetic moment, the calculation of the energy density of the vacuum presents one of the worst
quantitative predictions in physics: It underestimates the observed value by up to 120 orders of
magnitude [102]. This is a huge discrepancy that needs to be investigated.

For the reasons mentioned above and more, the SM clearly cannot be the end of the story, and
physicists need to look for a new fundamental theory of Nature. There are many extensions of the
SM and full new theories that have been proposed. Such models often predict new particles that
can be directly produced in high-energy collisions, such as those at the Large Hadron Collider
(LHC). While the discovery of such a new particle would be clear-cut and exciting evidence of
new physics, the new hypothetical particles may be too heavy or weakly coupled to discover
with present colliders or data sets, and it is not always clear in what phase space to explore
without making model-dependent assumptions. In the case of no discovery, it is still possible
to put exclusion limits on model parameters like coupling and mass to constrain the model.
Complementary to direct searches, physicists are looking for indirect evidence of new physics
by precisely measuring physical observables that can be be calculated in the SM in order to
find any notable deviations from SM predictions. Such observables are typically total, fiducial,
and differential cross sections and decay rates. These directions of research can also offer a
systematic and model-independent way of probing beyond the SM. One popular framework for
this is that of the EFT, which will be discussed in Section 3.3.

Section 2.2.3 argues that the observation of LFU violation (LFUV) or lepton flavor violation
(LFV) in Nature would be a clear sign of physics beyond the SM. Physicists have looked directly
for LFV decays, but found no evidence so far. Strong limits have been set on forbidden decays
of the muon [103, 104], the τ lepton [105], B hadrons [106–109], and quarkonia [110], but
also on leptonic decays of Z and Higgs bosons [111] that violate lepton flavor. In the next
decade, several experiments could reach sensitivity to decay rates predicted by some new physics
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models [105, 112, 113]. For testing LFU in the SM, it is important to precisely measure ratios
of decay rates or production cross sections. Some signs of LFUV have in fact emerged in the
semileptonic decays of B hadrons, which the next section will present in more detail. Other
discrepancies that could hint at LFUV have been found in the anomalous magnetic momentum
of the muon. Combined, they deviate with respect to the SM with a significance of 4.2 standard
deviations [114, 115], although some of the discrepancy could be related to theoretical predictions
for the hadronic vacuum polarization [116–118]. These flavor anomalies could be explained by
models that hypothesize the existence of a new type of particle called the leptoquark (LQ).
Section 3.4 will introduce the basic phenomenology of LQs, which motivates the search presented
in this thesis.

3.2 Tests of lepton flavor universality

LFU has been experimentally confirmed in numerous decays at both low and high energy [119].
The most stringent tests of the universality between electrons and muons (e/µ universality) in
charged currents come from the measurement of the decay rates of leptonic decays of the pion
and kaon

Rhe/µ =
Γ (h− → e−νe)

Γ (h− → µ−νµ)
, (3.1)

with h = π, K, and where the inclusion of charge-conjugated decays is implied. This ratio can be
calculated down to a precision of 10−4, because the dynamics of strong interactions cancel out to
a first approximation, and only appear in the electroweak corrections [119]. The values Rπ

e/µ and
RK

e/µ are measured with a precision of around 0.2% [22, 120, 121], and are in excellent agreement
with the SM. Additionally, the ratio of Γ (K− → πℓ−νℓ) from semileptonic kaon decays show
similar agreement [119, 122].

Other strong bounds on e/µ universality in charged currents are obtained from the ratio
of the fully leptonic decays of the τ lepton [119, 123]. Similarly, stringent constraints on µ/τ

universality have been set by a comparison of the decays of the muon and τ lepton to an electron
plus neutrinos, as well as by the decays τ− → h−ντ and h− → µ−νµ, again with h = π, K.
Moreover, the comparison of τ-lepton decays to muons and muon decays to electrons has tested
e/τ universality to almost 0.1% precision.

The BESIII Collaboration has also been able to confirm LFU in the charm sector by analyzing
e+e− collisions at the BEPCII, which ran at the right center-of-mass energies to produce copious
amounts of J/ψmesons and D meson pairs. Their analyses of purely leptonic J/ψ decays [124] and
e+e− → ℓ+ℓ− production [125] has allowed BESIII to test LFU in neutral currents at energies
around the J/ψ mass. Furthermore, they have measured decay ratios of both fully leptonic and
semileptonic decays of D(s) mesons [126–129].

At higher center-of-mass energies, the experiments operating at the electron-positron colliders
at the SLC and LEP colliders have confirmed LFU in Z boson decays by measuring the partial
widths to the level of about 0.2% [130]. The LEP experiments have also measured the branching
fractions of W bosons from ee → WW production to the percent level, and reported an excess
of the branching fraction B(W → τντ) with respect to the other leptons, that amounts to 2.6

standard deviations [131]. This has recently been resolved by both ATLAS [132] and CMS [133],
who made measurements of branching fractions and their ratios with improved precision. This
is shown in Fig. 3.2.
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Figure 3.2: Tests of LFU in the decay of the W boson. Left: Measurement of the leptonic
branching ratios by CMS compared to the corresponding LEP results [131] (orange). The vertical
green (yellow) band shows the extracted branching fraction at a 68% (95%) confidence level (CL)
assuming strict LFU. Right: Two dimensional comparison of the ratios of branching fraction,
with results from LEP (orange point and dashed lines), ATLAS [132] (pink band), and CMS
(green-yellow ellipse with the black cross as one-dimensional projections). The SM expectation
is shown as a red cross. Both figures are taken from Ref. [133].

The tests discussed above involved processes with either purely leptonic transitions, or
semileptonic transitions involving only the lightest two quark generations. However, several
experiments that study B hadron decays have reported discrepancies with the SM predictions
that could give the first hints of LFUV.

3.2.1 B anomalies

The main three experiments that have been specifically designed to study the properties and
behavior of B hadron decays are BaBar, Belle, and LHCb. The BaBar experiment [134] at the
PEP-II collider at SLAC in California, United States, and the Belle experiment [135] at the
KEKB collider in Tsukuba, Japan are referred to as “B factories” because they have recorded
e+e− collisions with center-of-mass energies tuned to the Υ(4S) resonance peak to create vast
amounts of B meson pairs. The LHCb experiment [136–138], on the other hand, has one of the
four large detectors at the LHC at CERN near Geneva, Switzerland, and recorded proton-proton
collisions. The LHCb detector covers the very forward direction, close to the beam, to capture
mainly B hadrons that are produced in QCD processes and subsequently decay in the detector.
These three experiments have reported several anomalies in the rates and angular distributions
of leptonic and semileptonic B-hadron decays. The significance of several of these anomalies are
compared in the left plot of Fig. 3.3. In the following, we will discuss two important cases of
semileptonic decays that have garnered a lot of attention in the last decade.

First, LFU has been tested in the b → sℓ+ℓ− transition by looking at the ratio of decay rates

R
(
K(∗)) = Γ

(
B → K(∗)µ+µ−

)

Γ
(
B → K(∗)e+e−

) , (3.2)

where the B meson and kaon can be neutral or charged. This observable is often integrated in
one or more regions of q2, the squared invariant mass of the dilepton system in order to avoid
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Figure 3.3: Measurements sensitive to flavor anomalies. Left: A selection of known observables
to test LFU created by P. Koppenburg [139]. Each row shows the significance of a measurement
(blue), with the SM expectation (orange) set to zero. The experimental and theoretical uncer-
tainties are summed in quadrature and normalised to unity. The interval between the square
brackets indicates the range of q2, the squared invariant mass of the dilepton system. Right:
Summary of R(D) versus R(D∗) measurements, created by HFLAV [140]. Black point indi-
cates the SM prediction with uncertainties and the red ellipse shows the average of all results,
including preliminary 2022 results by LHCb (purple ellipse).

intermediate charmonium resonances.
This process involves an FCNC, which in the SM must proceed through a loop diagram at

LO, as shown in Fig. 3.4. Because it is loop-suppressed, this variable could be sensitive to
contributions from processes predicted by extensions to the SM. The ratio can be calculated to
percent-level precision, due to the fact that perturbative and nonperturbative QCD contributions
and their uncertainties cancel out [141]. In the SM, this ratio would be close to unity because
of the relatively small mass difference between the electron and muon compared to the B meson
mass [142]. Measurements made by Belle [143–145] and BaBar [146] were consistent with the
SM. LHCb, on the other hand, had reported several measurements of both R(K) [147–149] and
R
(
K∗) [150, 151], with about half the uncertainty, which initially showed discrepancies with the

SM of up to 3.1 and 2.6 standard deviations, respectively. These were recently resolved by new
LHCb measurements, which showed no significant deviation from the SM after improving the
treatment of the misidentified background in the decay channel with final-state electrons [152,
153]. Other noteworthy anomalies have appeared in the differential decay rates [150, 154–156]
and angular analysis [157–160] of these type of semileptonic decays.

Secondly, one can construct a similar ratio for the b → cℓ−νℓ transition,

R
(
D(∗)) = Γ

(
B → D(∗)τ−ντ

)

Γ
(
B → D(∗)ℓ−νℓ

) , (3.3)

where again the B can be charged or neutral, and the inclusion of charge-conjugation is implied.
This process can happen at tree level in the SM, since, as shown in Fig. 3.4, it is not suppressed,
and has a large visible branching fraction. Because LFU has been confirmed in comparisons
between B → D(∗)µνµ and B → D(∗)eνe [161], and third-generation leptons could be more
sensitive to new physics, it is more interesting to consider the semileptonic decays with a τ lepton.
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Figure 3.4: Feynman diagrams for rare semileptonic decays of B hadrons. Left: B → K(∗)ℓ+ℓ−,
an FCNC, which in the SM must occur through a loop diagram at LO. Right: B → D(∗)ℓ−νe,
which is a tree-level diagram at LO. Fig. 3.8 presents examples of new physics contributions.

The denominator of Eq. (3.3) is either the decay rate of the final state with a muon (ℓ = µ), or it is
the average decay rate of the final states with an electron or a muon (ℓ = e, µ). Measurements of
R
(
D(∗)) reported by the BaBar [162, 163], Belle [164–170], and LHCb [171–173] Collaborations

collectively deviate from the SM predictions by about four standard deviations [174]. Their
results and the average are shown in Fig. 3.3. The deviations in R(D) and R

(
D∗) are on the

order of 10%, which is quite large considering the SM process occurs at tree-level. If this anomaly
holds, it would be evidence of τ/e and τ/µ universality violation in b → cℓ−νℓ charged currents.

3.3 Effective field theory

In the modern view, the SM can be regarded as an EFT. The basic premise of the EFT framework
is that the details of the dynamics of high energies (or equivalently, small length scales) do not
affect the dynamics at lower energies (largest length scales) [175]. One can construct an effective
Lagrangian with all possible local operators built from a combination of SM fields that are
allowed by certain symmetries [176, 177]. The SM Lagrangian, then, is the renormalizable part
of some more fundamental theory, while nonrenormalizable operators reflect the high-energy
dynamics. The effective Lagrangian takes the form

Leff = LSM +
∑

d>4

∑

n

C
(n)
d

Λd−4
O(n)
d , (3.4)

where each new term contains a nonrenormalizable operator O(n)
d of mass-dimension d that is

suppressed by the inverse powers of some energy scale Λ [56, 177]. The validity of this ap-
proximation is ensured by the Appelquist-Carazzone theorem [178]. Every term also introduces
a dimensionless Wilson coefficient C(n)

d , which is a new parameter that can be measured in
experiment. It can be compared to the SM expectation, which is simply C(n)

d = 0.
Conversely, one can obtain the effective operators and their Wilson coefficient in a top-down

approach by integrating out the degrees of freedom from heavy fields in a given theory with tools
known from Wilsonian renormalization [62, 179]. The Wilson coefficients can depend on several
parameters from this theory, like coupling constants and masses. If a deviation from the SM
is found in a precision measurement, one can then quantify how consistent the measurement is
with the proposed theory. This information can then be used to guide subsequent measurements
or direct searches.

3.3.1 Fermi four-fermion interaction

As a simple demonstration of the procedure, this section will outline how one can integrate
out the W+

µ field of the SM, in order to get an EFT operator for the semileptonic b → cτ−ντ
transition. This is needed to analyze the semileptonic transitions of the flavor anomalies, which
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Figure 3.5: Feynman diagrams of semileptonic four-fermion interaction through a charged-
current at LO in the SM (left) and in an EFT (right).

change quark flavor.
At LO, the only relevant interaction terms are those of the weak charged current in Eq. (2.10),

which can be written as

LCC
SM = − g√

2
JµWW

+
µ + h.c., (3.5)

where the weak charged current is

JµW = V fg
CKMu

f
Lγ

µdgL + eℓLγ
µνℓL, (3.6)

with an implicit summation over the generation indices f , g, and ℓ, and where the quarks are in
their mass basis. In perturbative calculations, this current leads to the W+

µ boson propagator,

−i(gµν − qµqν/M
2
W)

q2 −M2
W

, (3.7)

with q the momentum of the virtual W boson. Because the mass of the W boson, MW ≈
80.4GeV, is so much heavier than the momentum scale relevant for analyzing hadron decays,
one can integrate out the momentum in terms of the amplitudes of four-fermion interactions
after having expanded (3.7) into inverse powers of MW. At LO, the effective, local Lagrangian
is

LCC(0)
eff,SM = −4GF√

2
gµνJ

µ
WJ

ν
W + h.c., (3.8)

which is exactly the four-fermion interaction posited by Fermi (see Section 2.1.5), and which
provides a reasonable approximation for low-energy processes. The Fermi constant GF can be
written as

4GF√
2

=
g2

2M2
W

=
2

v2
≈ 3.3× 10−5 GeV−2. (3.9)

Notice that the operator in this effective Lagrangian has four fermion fields, and is therefore of
mass dimension 6. For B decays, higher-order corrections will be of size O(m2

B/M
2
W), which can

be taken into account by adding dimension-8 operators [56]. The new dimension-6 operators are
represented by the contact interaction diagram shown in Fig. 3.5.

3.3.2 Effective Lagrangian for the flavor anomalies

For b → cℓ−νℓ at LO, it is sufficient to only consider

Lbcℓν(0)
eff,SM = −4GF√

2
V cb
CKMcLγ

µbLℓLγµνL + h.c.. (3.10)

Taking the scale as Λ =MW, the corresponding Wilson coefficient is CCC
6 = g2V cb

CKM/2.
It is possible to construct a more general effective Lagrangian for B → Dℓνℓ decays, in order

to take into account possible new physics effects. All four-fermion operators respecting Lorentz
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invariance and the SM gauge symmetries are

Lbcℓν
eff = −4GF√

2

[
CS
LL(cRbL)(ℓRνL) + CS

RL(cLbR)(ℓRνL)

+
(
V cb
CKM + CV

LL

)
(cLγ

µbL)(ℓLγµνL) + CV
RR(cRγ

µbR)(ℓRγµνR)

+ CT
LL(cRσ

µνbL)(ℓRσµννL)

]
+ h.c., (3.11)

with the tensor σµν = i/2[γµ, γν ], and Wilson coefficients CJXY for scalar (J = S), vector
(J = V), and tensor currents (J = T) [180]. In the SM, all coefficients CJXY vanish. The
next section will discuss how Lbcℓν

eff can be simplified under certain experimental and theoretical
constraints.

3.4 Phenomenology of Leptoquarks

LQs are hypothetical bosons that carry both nonzero baryon and lepton numbers. As the name
suggests, LQs simultaneously couple to a lepton and a quark. For this reason, they must have
fractional electric charge Q, and transform as color-triplets such that they carry color charge
like quarks. In local QFTs, they can either be scalar or vector bosons. The number of the LQ
multiplets under the SM gauge group is limited if one requires that they form direct couplings
to a lepton and quark that are gauge and Lorentz invariant. In that case, there are in all six
scalar (S1, S1, S̃1, R̃2, R2, Si3) and six vector LQ multiplets (U1µ, U1µ, Ũ1µ, Ṽ2µ, V2µ, U i3µ) [112],
which are listed in Table 3.1 with their respective properties. Their quantum numbers are also
graphed in Fig. 3.6, from which the charge Q of each LQ state can be read off. Also listed in
Table 3.1 are the allowed fermion couplings, which will generally have different mixes of left-
and right-handed fermions, as well as up- and down type fermions, depending on the LQ charge.
This includes couplings that involve right-handed neutrinos, otherwise S1 and U1µ would be
excluded as in Ref. [181]. Note that eight of these LQ states can also permit diquark couplings.
Furthermore, LQs have a well-defined fermion number F = 3B + L. LQs with |F | = 2 couple a
quark to a lepton, while those with F = 0 couple an antiquark to a lepton.

These type of bosons emerge naturally from many extensions of the SM, such as grand
unification theories (GUTs) [182–189], which unify matter under some larger symmetry group,
or theories invoking technicolor [190–192], or compositeness [193–195]. They are furthermore
found in supersymmetry models with R-parity violation [196–199], and even in some string
theories [200, 201]. Interestingly, in most of these scenarios, LQs will be accompanied by other
particles. For massive vector LQs, for example, one needs to have additional vector states for
ultraviolet (UV) completion [202].

3.4.1 Constraints on LQs

LQs could mediate the decay of a proton or bound neutron, either through direct couplings to two
first-generation quarks, or through other types of couplings. As the lower bound on the lifetime
of the proton is already extreme, the lower limits on the LQ mass are very stringent, assuming
diquark-couplings are not suppressed in some way [112]. Similarly, stringent bounds on first-
generation couplings are set by precise measurements of atomic parity violation in cesium [203,
204]. Besides protons, LQs would contribute in any decays involving both a lepton and a quark at
tree level, and so limits can be set from measuring both leptonic and semileptonic meson decays,
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Table 3.1: Summary of all possible LQ fields with their representation under SU(3)C×SU(2)L,
along with hypercharge Y , fermion number F = 3B+L, charge Q = T3 + Y/2, and the fermion
current(s) they couple to (hermitian conjugate omitted). Bold numbers indicate the dimension
of the representation under the respective gauge group. Charge conjugation is indicated by
ψC = Cψ

T with C = iγ2γ0. Adapted from Refs. [112] and [181].

LQ field SU(3)C SU(2)L Y/2 F = 3B + L Q = T3 + Y/2 Fermion current

Scalar
S1 3 1 −2/3 −2 ∓2

3 uCRνR, dCRdR

S1 3 1 1/3 −2 ±1
3 QCL εLL, uCReR, dCRνR, QCL εQL, uCRdR

S̃1 3 1 4/3 −2 ±4
3 dCReR, uCRuR

R̃2 3 2 1/6 0 ∓1
3 ,±2

3 dRεLL, QLνR

R2 3 2 7/6 0 ±2
3 ,±5

3 uRεLL, eRQL

Si3 3 3 1/3 −2 ±1
3 ,∓2

3 ,±4
3 QCL εTiLL, QCL εTiQL

Vector
U1µ 3 1 −1/3 0 ∓1

3 dRγ
µνR

U1µ 3 1 2/3 0 ±2
3 QLγ

µLL, dRγ
µeR, uRγ

µνR

Ũ1µ 3 1 5/3 0 ±5
3 uRγ

µeR

Ṽ2µ 3 2 −1/6 −2 ±1
3 ,∓2

3 uCRγ
µLL, QCL γ

µνR, dCRγ
µQL

V2µ 3 2 5/6 −2 ±1
3 ,±4

3 dCRγ
µεLL, QCL εγ

µeR, QCL γ
µuR
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Figure 3.6: Graph of the SU(2)L × U(1)Y quantum numbers (T3, Y/2) of all possible LQ
fields [112, 181]. The points represent mass eigenstates that also have a well-defined electric
charge.
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Figure 3.7: Some examples of contributions to LFV decays of ℓ− → ℓ−γ and ℓ− → ℓ−ℓ−ℓ+.
These can be compared to the SM diagrams in Fig. 2.5.

semileptonic τ decays, and µ→ e conversions in nuclei [205]. Because there is no fundamental
reason LQs should respect lepton flavor symmetry, strong limits on LQs can also be set from
measurements of decay rates, or from bounds on lepton-flavor violating decays like µ → eγ or
ℓ → 3ℓ′ [206]. Some examples of LQ contributions are shown in Fig. 3.7. As mentioned before,
FCNCs especially offer a good probe, thanks to their suppression in the SM. The implication of
the B anomalies will be discussed in the next section.

Direct evidence of LQs has been extensively searched for at previous e+e− colliders like LEP,
as well as the electron-protron collider HERA. However, these have primarily focused on LQs

with couplings to the first generation. A comprehensive overview of constraints on LQs from
both low-energy experiments and high-energy colliders is given by Ref. [112]. Constraints from
the LHC will be discussed in Sections 3.4.3 and 13.5.

3.4.2 Explanation for the B anomalies

LQ models have recently received renewed theoretical interest as a possible explanation for the
flavor anomalies. Namely, the Feynman diagrams in Fig. 3.8 show how contributions from LQs

could appear at tree-level in these semileptonic transitions, while for four-quark or four-fermion
contact interactions, for which no anomalies have so far been found, LQs would only contribute
at the loop-level.

Furthermore, the couplings between fermions and LQs should in general have a nontrivial
flavor structure that explicitly breaks the SM’s flavor symmetry. More specifically, the anomalies
would appear in processes involving semileptonic transitions of the bottom quark, while univer-
sality tests with lighter fermions or purely leptonic processes show no deviations, as discussed in
Section 3.2. Therefore, LQs that couple most strongly to third-generation fermions and have a
small, but nonnegligible mixing with the lighter generations could offer a coherent explanation
for the rates observed in B → D(∗)ℓνℓ decay, and other B anomalies. This has been widely
discussed in the literature, as in Refs. [112, 113, 174, 180, 202, 207–233].

Several studies have pointed out that the U1 field with a mass in the TeV range is the best
candidate to explain both the data of the charged- and neutral-current B anomalies with a
single LQ mediator [180, 216, 226, 230]. Without deviations in measurements with currents like
R(K(∗)), other scenarios involving scalar LQ are also possible [180, 230].

More can be learned from an EFT analysis of the anomalies relating to b → cℓ−νℓ. A general
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Figure 3.9: Determination of the Wilson coefficients CcLL & CcRL with χ2-fits to several observ-
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= (0, 0). The black dot represents the combined fit

of b → cℓνℓ observables, with contours (blue) of the confidence interval for 1, 2 and 3 standard
deviations. Taken from Ref. [233].

current demonstrating which SM fermion fields that the U1 can couple to is

JµU1
= λ

[
βqℓL (QqLγ

µLℓL) + βqℓR (dqRγ
µeℓR)

]
, (3.12)

with an implicit summation over the quark (q) and lepton generational indices (ℓ), where λ is
the overall coupling constant, and the flavor structure is given by βqℓL . The effective Lagrangian
given by Eq. (3.11) can be simplified when assuming a U1 model with an approximate flavor
symmetry for the lighter generation [216, 231]. In that case, it is convenient to rewrite the
Lagrangian as

Lbcℓν
eff = −2V cb

CKM

v2

[(
1 + CcLL

)
(cLγ

µbL)(ℓLγµνL)− 2CcRL(cLbR)(ℓRνL)

]
, (3.13)

after having integrated out the heavy LQ state and redefined the Wilson coefficients. The Wilson
coefficients can be written in terms of the U1 model parameters:

CcLL ∝ v2λ2

M2
U1

, (3.14)

and

CcRL ∝ v2λ2

M2
U1

. (3.15)

A fit of the Wilson coefficients CcLL and CcRL to several charged-current measurements is shown
in Fig. 3.9. This shows that the deviation from the SM of the b → cℓ−νℓ observables combines
to about 3 standard deviations. Interestingly, the fit is compatible with the case of a pure
left-handed interaction (CcLR = 0), as well as the case with right-handed interactions of equal
magnitude (CcLR = −CcLL). Both scenarios are special benchmarks that are favored by different
UV completions of leptoquark models [223, 233].

If one considers a simplified U1 model with couplings only to left-handed fermions,

LU1 ⊃ λβqℓL (QqLγ
µLℓL)U1µ, (3.16)
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Figure 3.10: Examples of Feynman diagrams of LQ pair production in pp collisions through
gluon fusion (left) and quark-antiquark annihilation (right), where ℓ can be a charged or neutral
lepton.

the flavor structure that can best explain the B anomalies is roughly given by [113, 231]

βqℓL =




0 0 0

0 O(0.01) O(0.1)

0 −O(0.1) 1


 . (3.17)

Here, the coupling strength λ is normalized such that βbτL = 1. Entries that are negligible are
set to zero. The main takeaway is that the flavor structure is very hierarchical, with the largest
couplings to the third generation, LQ-bτ or LQ-tντ, while the couplings to the lighter generations
are weaker by roughly an order of magnitude or more. The size of these couplings is mainly
driven by the discrepancy observed in R

(
D(∗)). This motivates searches for “third-generation”

LQs at the LHC, with signatures that contain top or bottom quarks with τ leptons or neutrinos.

3.4.3 LQ signals at the LHC

There are several strategies to look directly for LQs at the LHC if they do exist. As LQs have
color charge, they can be created in pp collisions via QCD processes either singly or as an LQ-
LQ pair. Otherwise, they can also be exchanged through the nonresonant production of two
leptons. Let us discuss each in more detail.

First, LQ pair production is very similar to the production of a top quark pair. At LO, this
includes gluon fusion, shown in Fig. 3.10, or quark-antiquark annihilation. Pair production of
LQs through the strong interaction tends to have the highest cross section for most LQ scenarios
with masses up to a few TeV. The decay products of two heavy LQs will also have a harder energy
spectrum than a singly produced LQ, making them easier to distinguish from the backgrounds.
For these reasons, most searches so far have exclusively focused on pair production. Furthermore,
pair production tends to be largely model independent. For example, pair production at LO is
independent of the coupling strength λ, in contrast to the other production modes.

Secondly, single LQs can be produced via quark-gluon fusion, in association with an extra
lepton in the final state. Two example diagrams are shown in Fig. 3.11. For masses below a
few TeV and a coupling strength λ ≤ 2, the cross section for this mode of production tends to
be subdominant to pair production. However, the cross section scales with λ2, as can be seen
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Figure 3.11: Examples of Feynman diagrams of single LQ production in pp collisions through
quark-gluon fusion (left & center) or lepton-induced production (right).
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Figure 3.12: Feynman diagrams of nonresonant dilepton production in pp collisions through
the t-channel exchange of an LQ. For the case of LQ → bτ couplings, there is a bottom quark
is in the initial state, which can be produced in gluon splitting as shown on the right.

from the blue vertices in Fig. 3.11. As a consequence, searches can benefit from considering
this mode of production at high λ. As will be discussed in more detail later, the decay width
also scales with λ2. This slightly degrades the sensitivity at high λ for single production due to
the widening of the resonance. Recently, a different production mechanism for single LQ was
proposed with one lepton in the initial state [234]. This is possible due to the nonzero photon
PDF in the proton, which allows photon splitting into a lepton-antilepton pair [235]. Although
this PDF is heavily suppressed, such a case could produce events in which a proton remains
intact, yielding a search with little contaminating background.

Finally, in the last several years, increased attention has been given to the possibility of
nonresonant production of two leptons through the t-channel exchange of an LQ [236, 237],
shown in Fig. 3.12. The cross section of this mode scales with λ4, adding signal sensitivity
at high values of the coupling strength λ. As the name suggests, the dilepton system will be
nonresonant, making it harder to separate from backgrounds. Instead of a “bump hunt” in an
invariant mass, one can look for deviations in the tails of dilepton distributions. Alternatively,
one can define an angular observable wherein the signal will peak compare to other backgrounds.
Above LQ masses of roughly 1TeV, nonresonant LQ production can be approximated by a four-
fermion contact interaction, and an ambiguity between the LQ mass and its coupling strength
would develop in an experimental search.

The typical signature of all production modes includes two energetic leptons, and for the
case of single or pair production, one or two quark-initiated jets, respectively. It is difficult to
distinguish the single LQ and pair production by the observed final state due to the combinatorics
of correctly pairing the jets and leptons. While these modes are typically resonant, it is hard
to reliably reconstruct the LQ mass. For the same reason, it can be difficult to distinguish the
signatures of LQs with different types of couplings or electric charges. Most LQ searches instead
take advantage of the fact that the final state objects in the signal events are very energetic,
and construct a variable like the “scalar sum pT”, which is introduced later.

This thesis considers a search for an LQ that exclusively decays to a bottom quark and τ

lepton. In that case, both the single and nonresonant processes have at least one bottom quark
in the initial state, which leads to a suppression of the crosssection due to the small bottom-
quark PDF. The processes will be dominantly initiated by gluon splitting, which leads to the
associated production of at least one bottom quark. As shown in the right diagram of Fig. 3.12,
nonresonant production can even have two bottom quarks in the initial state. Although the
jets from these bottom quarks will tend to be less energetic and more forward, the final states
of single, pair and nonresonant production will be very similar: two τ leptons, and up to two
bottom-flavored jets (b jets).

The results of previous LQ searches will be compared to our results in Section 13.5.
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4 The CMS Experiment

In order to push the boundaries of fundamental physics and shed light on the questions raised
in Chapters 2 and 3, we need to probe Nature at its smallest length scales. In turn, this means
we need to collide particles at very high energies to reach these length scales. This is why we
need large accelerators for controlled collisions inside large detectors. This chapter will discuss
the experimental setup that enables the search presented in this thesis for indirect or direct
evidence of LQs. More detail is given to the pixel detector, because this is most relevant for the
accurate reconstruction and identification of bottom quarks and τ leptons, and because I have
contributed to its calibration and operation.

4.1 The Large Hadron Collider

The Large Hadron Collider (LHC) is the world’s largest and most powerful particle collider. It
is designed to accelerate beams of hadrons at very high energies in both directions and collide
them head-on at four interaction points inside four large detectors; ATLAS, CMS, ALICE, and
LHCb. The accelerated hadrons are primarily protons, but heavy ions like lead or xenon are
also used. The LHC machine is situated in a circular tunnel 100 meters under the ground near
Geneva, Switzerland, and is part of CERN. The first particle beams were circulated in the LHC
in 2008. With its 27 km circumference and record collision energy of 13.6TeV, it surpasses the

CMS

ATLAS

LHC-bALICE LHC

PS

SPS

BOOSTER

AD

CTF3
LINAC 2

LINAC 3

CNGS

ISOLDE

West Area

East Area

North Area

Towards

Gran Sasso

n-TOF

TI2
TT10

TT60

TT2

TI8

protons
ions
neutrons

antiprotons
electrons
neutrinos

LHC Large Hadron Collider
SPS Super Proton Synchrotron
PS Proton Synchrotron

CNGS CERN Neutrinos Gran Sasso
n-TOF Neutron Time Of Flight
AD Antiproton Decelerator

CTF3 CLIC TestFacility 3

Figure 4.1: CERN’s accelerator complex. Protons for the LHC start in a hydrogen tank at
LINAC 2 and are accelerated through different stages until they are injected into the LHC, which
speeds them up from 450GeV up to 6.5TeV over a period of 20 minutes. Taken from [238].
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Tevatron accelerator at Fermilab in the United States [239], which was about 6.3 km and reached
a center-of-mass energy of 1.96TeV, and LEP, which was previously in the same tunnel as the
LHC and reached a center-of-mass energy of 209GeV [13, Section 32].

The LHC is a synchrotron: The particle beams are accelerated to higher energies while the
magnetic field is steadily increased to maintain the particles at a fixed trajectory inside the
ring. Before the proton beams reach the LHC, they go through several stages of acceleration
as shown in Fig. 4.1. They start as hydrogen gas in a single bottle. After the electrons are
stripped, they are first accelerated by LINAC 2, a linear accelerator. Then they pass through the
Proton Synchrotron Booster to the the Proton Synchrotron (PS), followed by the Super Proton
Synchrotron (SPS), where they are accelerated up to an energy of about 450GeV. Finally, the
proton beams are injected into the LHC, which ramps them up to several TeV in less than half
an hour. During the data-taking period of 2015 to 2018, referred to as “Run 2”, the energy of
each proton beam was 6.5TeV, which means the center-of-mass energy was

√
s = 13TeV. After

a multiyear shutdown for maintenance and upgrades, the LHC reached a new collision energy
of 13.6TeV in 2022. The LHC machine is described in more technical detail in Ref. [240].

The main goals of the physics program of the LHC and its detectors are the discovery and
study of the Higgs boson, tests of the SM of particle physics, and the search for new physics
beyond the SM. As mentioned before, the discovery of the Higgs boson was already achieved
using some of the Higgs boson decay modes in 2012.

4.1.1 Luminosity

Besides a record center-of-mass energy, the LHC has reached record beam intensities for hadron
colliders [242]. An important measure of a collider’s intensity is the instantaneous luminosity L,
which measures how many pp interactions happen per unit of time and cross section. It depends
on several beam parameters. The simplified expression is [13, p. 533]:

L =
N1N2f

A
, (4.1)

where f is the frequency at which the beams cross, A is the cross-sectional area of the beams’
overlap, and N1, N2 are the number of particles in each beam. The particles in the beams
approximately follow Gaussian distributions in the transverse x and y directions, such that the
area at the interaction point should be given by the root-mean-square (RMS) σ∗x and σ∗y of
the beam sizes in either direction: A = 4πσ∗xσ

∗
y . The LHC is designed to reach the nominal

luminosity of L = 1034 cm−2 s−1, but it had already surpassed that number by a factor of two
in 2017, as can be seen in Fig. 4.2 [243]. A more exact and technical definition of LHC’s
instantaneous luminosity is given in Ref. [240].

Because of the way they are accelerated, proton beams are not continuous, but divided into
groups of protons clumped together, called bunches. In 2016, the maximum number of proton
bunches per beam was 2220, while in 2017 and 2018, it was 2556. [244]. Each bunch contains
about 110 billion protons [240, 244]. During Run 2, the nominal time interval between two
bunches crossing at each interaction point was 25 ns, which corresponds to a rate of f = 40MHz.

How many actual pp collisions are there? With the numbers introduced so far, one can
roughly estimate the number of actual pp collisions per second. Taking the peak luminosity of
L = 2 × 1034 cm−2 s−1, and a total pp cross section of σtot

pp ≈ 100mb, we find an event rate of
Lσtot

pp = 2 billion collisions per second, or 50 collisions per bunch crossing. Figure 4.4 shows the
distribution of the number of interactions per bunch crossing in all data-taking years of Run 2.
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The average number of interactions per crossing varied between 27 and 37, which is of the same
order as what was naively calculated above. As discussed in Section 2.3.2, the vast majority of
pp collisions do not have a hard scattering process. The “extra” pp interactions in an event are
called pileup, and add background noise to most measurements, we therefore mitigate it with
dedicated algorithms and corrections. The pp interactions are typically spread out along the
beam line within a length of 14 cm around the center of CMS.

This thesis is based on an analysis of pp collision data recorded between 2016 and 2018.
Figure 4.3 shows a comparison of the data volume accumulated per day of each data-taking
year up to 2022. The amount of data is expressed in terms of integrated luminosity L, which is
simply the instantaneous luminosity L integrated over the time the LHC was running:

L ..=

∫

data taking

L(t)dt, (4.2)

given in units of inverse area, such as the inverse barn ( b−1). Between 2016 and 2018, CMS
collected about 138 fb−1 of pp collision data that is suitable for physics analysis, see Chapter 7.

4.2 The CMS detector

The Compact Muon Solenoid (CMS) detector is located near the French town of Cessy, and
lies about 100 meters deep at one of the interaction points at the LHC (see Fig. 4.1). The
LHC delivers beams which cross at the detector’s very center. The detector is approximately
cylindrically symmetric, with a length of 21.5 meters and diameter of 14.6 meters. An illustration
is shown in Fig. 4.5. The following sections will give a broad overview. A detailed description
can be found in Ref. [245].

C ompac t Muon S olenoid

Pixel Detector

Silicon Tracker

Very-forward
Calorimeter

Electromagnetic�
Calorimeter

Hadronic
Calorimeter

Preshower

Muon�
Detectors

Superconducting Solenoid

Figure 4.5: The CMS detector is made up of layers of different subdetectors, and has an
approximate cylindrical symmetry. Taken from [245].
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4.2.1 Coordinate system

The conventional coordinate system of CMS is defined in Fig. 4.6. With the origin in the center
of the detector, the y axis points upward to the sky, the x axis points towards the center of the
LHC and the z axis points tangentially along the beam line towards the Jura mountains, which
lie to the west of CMS. This is also the direction of the anticlockwise beam (viewed from above).
This makes the xy plane orthogonal to the beam axis the transverse plane, and the z axis the
longitudinal direction. The azimuthal angle ϕ ∈ [0, 2π] is the angle with respect to the positive
x axis in the xy plane, while the polar angle θ ∈ [0, π] is with respect to the z axis. Due to
the nature of the inelastic collisions of two hadrons, it is more convenient to use the so-called
pseudorapidity η instead of θ:

η ..= − ln [tan(θ/2)] . (4.3)

When referring to the direction of motion of particles produced in collisions, η can be written
in terms of the total momentum p = |⃗p| and longitudinal momentum pz of the particle:

η =
1

2
ln

(
p+ pz
p− pz

)
. (4.4)

Several values of η are shown in Fig. 4.6. Note that η runs from 0 to positive infinity as θ goes
from π/2 to 0, and runs from 0 to negative infinity when θ goes from π/2 to π. This means that
the detector can be divided into two hemispheres: The forward direction with positive z values
has η > 0, while negative values of z correspond to η < 0. The difference in pseudorapidity ∆η

between two vectors is Lorentz-invariant under boosts along the longitudinal z axis. This is a
convenient property in hadron colliders, because particles produced in hard scattering process
will be boosted along the z axis, as explained in Section 2.3.2.

For a couple of reasons explained later, particle physicists make frequent use of the transverse
momentum pT =

√
p2x + p2y, which is simply the transverse component p⃗T = pxx̂ + pyŷ of a

momentum vector p⃗. Similarly, the transverse energy is given by ET =
√
m2 + p2T, which is the

same as pT if the four-momentum’s invariant mass is zero, ET = pT.
The radial distance from the beam axis in the xy plane is often denoted by r =

√
x2 + y2.

Furthermore, with the above definitions, it is useful to express the distance in the ϕη plane
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Figure 4.6: Left: The conventional coordinate system of CMS with respect to the LHC. The
origin is set at the interaction point (IP). The direction of a momentum vector p⃗ is defined
in terms of pseudorapidity η and azimuthal angle ϕ. The transverse momentum vector p⃗T is
defined as the projection of p⃗ onto the xy plane, which is transverse to the z axis along the beam
line. Right: Several example values of η = − ln [tan(θ/2)] with the corresponding polar angle
θ.
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between two vectors with the variable

∆R =
√
∆ϕ2 +∆η2, (4.5)

where ∆η is the difference in pseudorapidity, and ∆ϕ is the difference in azimuthal angle in
radians. This is used as a Lorentz-invariant measure of the opening angle between particles and
to define cone size of a group, or jet, of particles.

4.2.2 Geometry & layout

The CMS detector is designed to cover a solid angle as large as possible in order to capture most
of the debris coming from collisions. It is therefore built out of several layers of subdetectors
around the central interaction point. The subdetectors typically have a barrel section forming
a cylindrical layer around the beam axis, and forward or endcap sections that cover the forward
directions with disk-shaped detectors on either side. These layers are shown in Fig. 4.7 with the
forward coverage measured in η. The subdetectors have the following order moving outwards
from the collision point: a tracking system to measure the tracks of charged particles, an elec-
tromagnetic calorimeter to stop and measure the energy of electrons and photons, a hadronic
calorimeter to stop and measure the energy of hadrons, and finally the muon system, which
measures the charge and momentum of long-lived, minimum-ionizing muons by their tracks.
In addition, two “very-forward” hadron calorimeters extend coverage up to |η| < 5 in either z
direction.

4.2.3 The solenoid magnet & flux-return yoke

The inner tracker system and the calorimeters are enclosed by a superconducting solenoid magnet.
The magnet is a 13m long cylinder with an inner diameter of 6m. It produces a very strong and
uniform magnetic field of B = 3.8 Tesla inside the tracker volume with a field parallel with the
z axis. In this way, charged particles are bent in the transverse plane so that their transverse
momentum and electric sign can be measured from the curvature of their helical trajectory. The
simplified relation is pT = |q|BR, where q is the charge, and R is the radius of curvature of the
particle.

Outside the solenoid, the muon stations are interspersed with layers of iron which serve as
a flux-return yoke to return approximately two thirds of the magnetic field inside the detector.
This reduces the field outside the detector and provides added bending power in the muon
detectors. The yoke also makes the field more homogenous in the tracker and even contributes
about 8% of the central flux density. In addition, the yoke’s steel serves as an absorber for the
muon system [249].

4.2.4 The pixel tracker

The inner tracker system is comprised of two components: a silicon pixel tracker, and a silicon
microstrip tracker. Figure 4.8 presents a closer look of the full tracker layout. The innermost
part that is closest to the beam axis is the pixel tracker. The concentric cylindrical pixel layers
are part of the so-called BPIX, while the disk layers in the two forward directions are part of
the FPIX. The pixel tracker used from 2008 up to 2016 was composed of 1440 sensor modules
with a total of 66 million silicon pixels that were distributed over three BPIX layers and two
FPIX disks on either side [250]. During the technical shutdown between 2016 and 2017, the
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Figure 4.7: Schematic of one quadrant of the CMS detector in the positive zy-plane. Different
values of pseudorapidity η are indicated. Shown are the tracker (green), the ECAL (light blue),
the HCAL (yellow),the muon stations (red), the solenoid magnet (purple), and the iron flux-
return yoke (dark grey). Adapted from [246].
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system was upgraded to the “Phase-1” pixel detector with four BPIX layers and three FPIX
disks on each end, and is built from 1856 modules with 124 million pixels in total [248, 251].
This was necessary because of the radiation damage the original pixel detector accumulated,
and because the increased beam intensities during Run 2 required a larger buffer and readout
bandwidth to ensure a good tracking efficiency. Additionally, four layers and a smaller radius for
the innermost layer improve the tracking performance. Their layouts are compared in Fig. 4.9.
The full longitudinal length of the barrel layers is less than 60 cm, while the disks are positioned
at distances between 30 < |z| < 46.5 cm from the center, giving a coverage up to |η| < 2.5.
The innermost layer of the original pixel tracker had a radius of 4.4 cm from the beam line,
whereas the innermost layer of the Phase-1 tracker has a radius of only 2.9 cm. The pixels
provides a spatial resolution of about 10 µm transversally (rϕ direction) and between 20–30 µm
longitudinally for the coordinates of charged particles that traverse them, depending on the pixel
location, angle, and the amount of radiation they receive over time. Thanks to the good pixel
resolution and the tracking and vertexing software, the three-dimensional position of collision
vertices can be determined with a resolution down to about 10 µm for a vertex with more than
80 tracks, and down to 72 µm for those with around 10 tracks [250, 252]. This makes it possible
to reconstruct and separate different vertices of nuclear or pp interactions by extrapolating
tracks back towards the beam line. Furthermore, a precise measurement of the vertex position
is needed to identify particles with a nonnegligible lifetime, like B hadrons and τ leptons, which
may travel up to a few millimeters from the beam line before decaying and creating a secondary
or displaced vertex. This will be discussed in more detail in Chapters 5 and 6.

4.2.5 The silicon strip tracker

The silicon strip tracker is larger, and is designed to measure the trajectory of charged particles
and measure their momentum through their curvature in the magnetic field. The barrel section
of the strip tracker encloses the pixel detector and has a radius of between 20 cm and 116 cm.
This tracker section includes the inner and outer barrel tracker (TIB and TOB), as well as the
inner disks (TID±) shown in Fig. 4.8. The endcaps (TEC±) give an additional longitudinal
extension up to |z| < 282 cm. There are in total 15 148 modules with 9.3 million silicon strips.
The hit resolution varies from 10 to 50 µm. All sections together offer coverage up to |η| < 2.5.
A detailed description of the tracking and vertexing software is given in Ref. [250].

4.2.6 The electromagnetic calorimeter

The electromagnetic calorimeter (ECAL) is built around the tracker. It measures the energy
of electrons 1 and photons by containing all their energy using a high-Z material absorber (i.e.
with a large number of protons per atom). High-momentum electrons and photons interact
electromagnetically with the ECAL, and create electromagnetic showers, a cascade of secondary
photons from brehmsstrahlung, or electrons and positrons produced from photon conversion.
The ECAL is built to fully capture the shower and absorb its energy. CMS uses lead tungstate
crystals (PbWO4) as scintillators to converted the absorbed energy to light. These crystals
have been chosen because they have a short radiation length, are fast, and radiation hard. The
ECAL does not need to be too thick thanks to the shower properties of its absorbing material.
The whole detector (active material plus photon detectors) in the barrel region is about 512mm

1Throughout the rest of this thesis “electron” also implies positron, unless specified otherwise.
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thick in the radial direction, and 740mm along the beam axis in the endcap region. This is
enough to provide about 25 radiation lengths. The coverage of the barrel is up to |η| < 1.48,
while the endcaps extend it up to |η| < 3.0. The crystals in the barrel region have a front area
of about 22mm× 22mm, are 230mm long and point almost radially outwards from the center.
This corresponds to a granularity of about ∆η ×∆ϕ = 0.0175× 0.0175 rad. The crystals in the
endcap region are a bit wider and shorter because of the projective geometry. Silicon avalanche
photodiodes (APDs) at the end of the crystals collect and detect the scintillation light in the
barrel region. In the endcap region this is done by vacuum phototriodes (VPTs). The energy
resolution can be parametrized as a function of energy [245]:

(σE
E

)2
=

(
S√
E

)2

⊕
(
N

E

)2

⊕ C2, (4.6)

with the stochastic term S, the noise N , and a constant term C. The final resolution varies from
approximately 0.40 to 1%. The ECAL has been designed with the goal of precisely measuring
the photon energies of the process H → γγ in order to reconstruct the Higgs boson mass. It is
therefore important to have the best experimental mass resolution, which is much larger than
the width of the Higgs signal. The best mass resolution achieved is about 1% for diphoton and
dielectron masses around 100GeV.

Between the tracker and ECAL endcaps sits a preshower detector. This is a thin lead conver-
sion plate that causes electrons and photons to shower, with a thin layer of silicon detectors (SE)
on the back that allows a measurement of the cross-sectional profile of the shower. This helps
discriminate between a forward photon from the Higgs decay H → γγ and from the neutral pion
decay π0 → γγ decay that are typically more collimated. [253, p. 231]. The technical design
report [253] describes the ECAL in more technical detail.

4.2.7 The hadronic calorimeter

The last subdetector inside the solenoid is the hadron calorimeter (HCAL). Like the ECAL, it
measures the energy of showers by completely absorbing them. However, the HCAL induces the
shower through nuclear interactions from the incoming hadrons, while the ECAL is based on
absorbing electromagnetic showers. The HCAL of CMS is a sampling calorimeter: It contains
alternating layers of brass absorbers and plastic scintillators whose light is guided to hybrid
photodiode detectors (HPDs) by fibres. The typical energy resolution of a jet of hadrons in the
barrel is about 15–20% at a total transverse momentum of 30GeV, 10% at 100GeV, and 5% at
1TeV [254].

The very forward HCAL (HF) is positioned around the beamline outside the detector, 11m
from the interaction point, and allows the measurement of very forward jets in the 3.0 < |η| < 4.7

range. The HF is also a sampling detector that is designed to withstand the very high radiation
environment in the forward direction. It is therefore made out of steel absorbers and radiation-
hard quartz fibers for detection.

4.2.8 The muon system

Finally, there is the muon system, which is almost completely outside the solenoid magnet. This
is the outermost and largest part of the detector: The barrel section covers |z| < 6.6m along the
beam line, and the endcaps extend the coverage to 5.7 < |z| < 10.9m. The muon system consists
of several sections of muon detectors called muon stations: four barrel wheels and four endcap
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disks. The muon detectors are made out of several technologies for gaseous detectors: aluminum
drift tube chambers (DTs) in the barrel region (|η| < 1.2) and cathode strip chambers (CSCs) in
the endcap region (0.9 < |η| < 2.4). Resistive plate chambers (RPCs) complement each layer
of muon stations in both regions. The CSCs are multiwire proportional chambers (MWPCs)
comprised of six anode wire planes interleaved between seven cathode panels. They were chosen
for the endcap because they can operate with precision in an environment with higher muon
rates, higher rates of neutron induced backgrounds, and a large, nonuniform magnetic field.
They offer an offline position resolution between 100 to 200 µm, depending on the station [255].
The DTs were chosen in the barrel region because the muon rate is smaller, there is a smaller
neutron background, and the field is both weaker and more uniform. The position resolution is
about 200 µm. The RPCs have coarser position resolution than the DTs and CSCs, but they
offer fast readout and time resolution, which ensures good operation of muon triggers during
high collision rates. The choice of having an excellent muon momentum resolution is what drives
CMS’s design and gives it its name. This includes the choice of a very strong solenoid magnet
for large bending power, the large iron flux-return yoke outside, and the multiple layers of muon
detectors. The latter improve the resolution significantly for muons with very large momenta
(pT > 200GeV) if combined with the inner tracker. At low momentum, the muon momentum
resolution is mostly affected by multiple scattering due to the muon’s Coulomb interaction with
the detector material, while at large momentum, the resolution is driven by the resolution of the
hit position that is needed to determine the curvature of the muon track. The final momentum
resolution can be roughly parametrized as follows:

(
σpT
pT

)2

= (A · pT)
2 ⊕ C2, (4.7)

where A, and C are constants determined by the hit resolution and multiple scattering, respec-
tively [256]. The resolution grows with momentum, because the track becomes more straight,
which increases the uncertainty in its curvature. In total, CMS has an excellent muon recon-
struction and identification efficiency of at least 95% for energies above a few GeV and a very
good muon momentum resolution that varies between 1 and 6% for muons with pT < 100GeV,
and less than 10% for pT < 1TeV [257]. The charge sign of muons can be unambiguously
determined for pT < 1TeV. The technical design report can be found in Ref. [258].

4.2.9 The trigger system

The collision rate of 40MHz is higher than is possible to record offline. However, most collisions
are soft, and only a small fraction of events are of interest for physics analysis. Therefore, besides
capturing and measuring collisions, the experiment must quickly select and accurately store only
events that are potentially interesting for further analysis. This is the task of the trigger system.
It works in two tiers. Fast readout from the calorimeters and muon detectors are first collected
and analyzed by hardware processors in the Level-1 (L1) trigger. The L1 trigger decides which
events to keep at a rate of about 100 kHz, in a time interval of less than 4 µs after the collision
itself. If the event is deemed interesting, it goes to the next level, the high-level trigger (HLT).
Here, a full reconstruction of the event is carried out by a farm of processors with software that
is optimized for fast processing. The HLT has more complex selection criteria to select events.
Events passing the HLT are stored on disk. By then, the event rate has been reduced to an
average of 400Hz [259].
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5 Object & Event Reconstruction

The lifetimes of particles like the Higgs, W, and Z bosons are extremely short (τ < 10−20 s) and
they decay shortly after their creation in pp collisions. Even if they have a large momentum,
which increases their lifetime in the lab frame due to time dilation, they will travel a negligible
distance, never reaching the pixel detector. The same is true for most hypothetical scenarios
with LQs. This means we have to infer their presence by analyzing pp collision events that leave
a signal in the detector consistent with their decay.

In this thesis, I am interested in LQ signatures with at least two τ leptons and some number
of (bottom) quarks (see Section 3.4.3). As the heaviest lepton, with a mass of mτ = 1.776GeV,
a τ lepton can decay not just to electrons and muons, but also to lighter hadrons. In each τ

decay, there will be at least one neutrino carrying away some momentum.
Except for the weakly interacting neutrinos, each of the final state particles mentioned above

interacts with the detector in some special way. This chapter is therefore devoted to describing
how pp collision events and physics objects are reconstructed from data collected by the CMS
detector and identified with dedicated algorithms. A separate chapter will be dedicated to τ

leptons that decay to hadrons (τh), as their complex reconstruction builds on the techniques
described in this chapter, and because I was involved with their reconstruction and identification
in CMS.

5.1 Principles of particle identification at CMS

A pp collision event can produce many different types of particles with various masses and
lifetimes. Figure 5.1 compares some prominent examples, dividing them in different regions
of stability in the context of the CMS experiment. Electrons, muons, photons, and many
hadrons like protons, neutrons, charged pions, and kaons have a lifetime that is long enough
to travel through the detector without decaying. Each of these particles has a unique set of
properties that leave a characteristic signal in one or more of the subdetector, as illustrated
in Fig. 5.2. Electrically charged particles produce ionization in the silicon semiconductors and
curve in the magnetic field, whereas neutral particles like neutrons and photons will pass through
unbent with little to no interaction. Electrons and photons create electromagnetic showers in
the ECAL. Hadrons shower in the HCAL via nuclear interactions, although a shower might
already start in the ECAL. Muons are 207 times heavier than electrons, and are therefore less
likely to emit bremsstrahlung and lose energy when moving through matter. This allows high-
momentum muons to pass through the whole detector without decaying or being stopped. Muons
are characterized by long, single tracks that are picked up by both the tracker and the muon
system. Finally, neutrinos and hypothetical dark matter candidates will escape the detector
without leaving any trace. Still, they carry away a large amount of momentum, a fact that can
be exploited, as discussed later.

All these signatures are exploited in the reconstruction and identification of objects discussed
below. However, these algorithms will never be 100% efficient, nor is there a guarantee that
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Figure 5.1: Plot of the mass versus lifetime τ of many composite and fundamental SM particles.
The particles in the green-shaded region have a lifetime long enough to travel into the detector
before decaying. Particles in the orange-shaded zone can travel some measurable distance,
creating a decay vertex measurably displaced from the production vertex, whereas the decay
length of those in the purple-shaded region are not observable. Note that relativistic particles
will travel a larger distance on average due to time dilation, with the decay length given by
L = γβcτ , with γβ = p/mc. Adapted from [260].
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the wrong particle will be rejected by an identification algorithm. Such a particle is referred
to as a fake. Identification criteria often have several working points (WPs) that either have a
high efficiency and a high misidentification rate (“loose” WP), or a lower efficiency with a lower
misidentification rate (“tight” WP). The choice of WP is optimized for each analysis.

Collisions also generate high-momentum quarks and gluons, whether from proton debris, hard
processes, or from the decay of some particle like the top quark or W boson. However, quarks
and gluons cannot be isolated as free and stable particles as a consequence of color confinement
in QCD. Instead, they hadronizes into a “jet” of hadrons as new quark and antiquarks are
generated from the strong QCD fields until they form colorless bound states, i.e. hadrons. CMS
reconstructs such jets by grouping particles into cones, as explained in Section 5.6. The only
exception is the top quark, which decays almost exclusively into a bottom quark and a W boson
instead of fragmenting into jets like the other quarks [262]. This is because the top’s lifetime
of τ ≈ 5× 10−25 s is shorter than the time scale for fragmentation, which is around 10−24 s (or
equivalently, a distance scale of about 1 fm) [263, 264].

Bottom quarks produced in high-energy collisions form B hadrons that have typical lifetimes
of τ ∼ 1.5 ps. This is long enough for them to travel a measurable distance of the order of a
few millimeters before decaying and creating a jet known as a b jet. This can therefore create a
secondary vertex that is displaced from its production vertex, which CMS’s tracking algorithm
can reconstruct. As Fig. 5.1 shows, τ leptons and charmed hadrons are also capable of creating
secondary vertices, although each of their decays tend to have a different topology, providing us
with some efficiency for distinguishing them with identification algorithms.

Muon and electron candidates can be misidentified jets, or be a real lepton from a hadron
decay inside a jet initiated by a quark or a gluon. Looking at Fig. 5.1, we see there are some
particles that leave a displaced vertex, and when these are produced in a jet and then decay to a
lepton, this lepton may pass standard lepton reconstruction requirements. Heavy-flavor hadrons
are more likely to decay to muons or electrons inside the detector, for example D± → ℓ±X

(33.7%), D0 → ℓ±X (13.3%) [13, p. 43, 46]. B hadrons decay to these charmed hadrons, but
they themselves also have a significant branching fraction of direct decay to electrons and muons:
B(B → ℓ±X) ≈ 21% [13, p. 54, 61]. It is possible to discriminate against these cases by demand-
ing that the lepton is relatively isolated from other particles with a cone of some ∆R size,
because jets are typically associated with multiple particles.

5.2 Particle-flow algorithm

The particle-flow (PF) algorithm [265, 266] fully reconstructs the event of a pp collision with
an optimized combination of all measurements of the CMS subsystems. It first combines signals
from different detector components into so-called PF elements. These are tracks from the inner
tracker, tracks from the muon system, and clusters from calorimeter cells. These elements are
linked together if they are sufficiently close, and are consistent with that expected from electrons,
muons, photons, charged hadrons, or neutral hadrons.

Tracks in the inner tracker or muon system are iteratively built from hits, using the Kalman-
filter (KF) technique [267, 268]. Calorimeter clusters are built starting from a seed, which is
a cell with the largest local energy, after which adjacent cells are iteratively combined into a
cluster if their energy exceeds twice the noise level. In the HF, each cell is instead considered a
separate cluster.
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Photons are defined as ECAL clusters that are not linked with an extrapolated track, and
their energy is obtained from the ECAL measurement. Charged particle tracks that are not
identified as electrons or muons are assumed to be charged hadrons, and their momentum is
determined by a combination of the measurements of the calorimeter and tracker, the latter of
which is much more precise. Neutral hadrons are identified from HCAL energy clusters that
cannot be linked to any track, or from an energy excess in the ECAL and HCAL that does
not fit the expected energy deposit of a charged hadron. The reconstruction & identification of
electrons and muons will be discussed in more detail below. The efficiency to correctly identify
a track in the barrel with a pT between 1 and 100GeV is estimated to be better than 90% for
isolated tracks from charged pions and electrons that are isolated, while for muons it is close to
100% [250]. The objects from PF are used to reconstruct objects composed of multiple particles
like jets (Section 5.6) and hadronically decaying τ candidates (Chapter 6), and also to calculate
the missing transverse energy (Section 5.8).

5.3 Primary vertex

The algorithm locates primary vertices (PVs) of pp collisions by finding tracks that emerge from
them in three steps. It first selects tracks reconstructed by the PF algorithm that extrapolate
back to the beam line and pass some quality requirements. Then tracks are clustered based on
their z coordinate at their point of closest approach to the beam spot using the deterministic
annealing algorithm [269]. Finally, candidate vertices with at least two associated tracks are
fitted using an adaptive vertex fitter [270] to obtain the best vertex parameters.

The PVs in an event are ordered by the quadratic sum of the pT of their tracks,
∑

tracks p
2
T.

The one with the largest sum of squared transverse track momenta is assumed to be the vertex
of the hard scattering process, while the others are considered to be pileup [250, 266, 271]. The
efficiency to determine the correct vertex with three or more tracks is close to 100% [250]. The
distribution of the number of PVs per beam crossing was shown in Fig. 4.4.

The PF algorithm removes the charged hadrons that are assigned to pileup PVs from the
collection of objects for physics analysis. This is called charged-hadron subtraction (CHS). As
neutral particles from PU cannot be associated with PVs, other correction techniques are needed
for jets, lepton isolation, and the identification of hadronically decayed τ leptons.

5.4 Electrons

Electrons are reconstructed by associating a track in the inner tracker to clusters of energy
deposits in the ECAL. One of the difficulties in reconstructing electrons is that they can emit a
significant amount of bremsstrahlung before reaching the ECAL. This has two effects. Firstly,
it causes significant and sudden changes in their curvature. As a consequence, the standard
tracking algorithm based on the KF may not be able to collect all hits, and may make a poor
estimation of the track parameters. That is why candidate tracks are refitted with the Gaussian
sum filter (GSF) [272]. Secondly, the electron energy is also spread out over several ECAL
crystals, mostly along the ϕ direction because of the bending of the electron trajectory in the
magnetic field. The ECAL clusters within a certain geometrical window around a seed cluster
are therefore recombined into a so-called supercluster.

As estimated from Z → ee decays, the momentum resolution for electrons with a pT of
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approximately 45GeV ranges from 1.6 to 5%. The resolution is generally better in the barrel
region than in the endcaps, and depends on the amount of bremsstrahlung the electron radiates
before reaching the ECAL [273, 274].

Electrons that are produced “promptly”, i.e., produced at the PV, have several sources of
background: photon conversion, hadrons misidentified as electrons, and secondary electrons
from hadron decays. The electron identification is based on discriminating variables that can be
grouped into the following three categories:

1. variables such as track-cluster matching that compare ECAL and tracker measurements;

2. ECAL measurements such as shower shapes (electromagnetic showers are typically more
narrow than hadronic showers) and energy deposits in the HCAL or endcap preshower;

3. tracking measurements such as fit parameters (hadrons emit less bremsstrahlung) and
separations with respect to charged hadrons.

The electron identification in this analysis is based on a multivariate analysis (MVA): A boosted
decision tree (BDT) algorithm [275] is trained on these variables in bins of η and pT. In addition,
electrons must pass the requirement that rejects electrons from photon conversion. This analysis
uses the MVA-based identification with a nominal 90% efficiency WP, based on a training without
including isolation variables. The reconstruction and identification of electrons, as well as high-
energy photons, are discussed in more detail in Refs. [276] and [273].

To discriminate against jets misidentified as leptons, a simple variable to quantify isolation,
called the relative isolation, is often used. The most simple version is the sum over the pT of all
PF particles within a cone of some size ∆R, normalized by the lepton’s own momentum, pℓT:

Iℓrel
..=

1

pℓT

∑

particles

pT. (5.1)

This definition is further improved by not considering charged particles that originate from
pileup, as well as subtracting the estimated contribution of neutral particles, with the so-called
rho-effective-area method [277], quantified by the variable:

Ie
rel

..=

∑
charged pT +max (0,

∑
neutralET − ρAeff)

pe
T

. (5.2)

In this expression,
∑

charged pT is the scalar pT sum of the charged hadrons originating from
the PV, and located in a cone of size ∆R = 0.3 centered on the electron direction. The sum∑

neutralET represents the same quantity for neutral hadrons and photons with the transverse
energy calculated as ET = E sin θ. The neutral contribution from pileup is estimated as the
event-specific ρAeff, where ρ is the average pileup energy density per unit area in the ϕη plane,
and Aeff is the effective area in the ϕη plane. For a given ∆R, the energy density ρ depends
roughly linearly on the number of PVs in the event [276]. In the analysis presented in this thesis,
Ie
rel < 0.10 is used as the isolation requirement for the electron.

5.5 Muons

Muon candidates in CMS are reconstructed as standalone muons, tracker muons, and/or global
muons [278]. Standalone muons are tracks that are reconstructed solely from hits in the muon
stations. Conversely, tracker muons are built from tracks reconstructed in the inner tracker
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that match at least one hit in the DT or CSC segments of the muon system. Global muons
are obtained from standalone muons that match “inner” tracks. After finding such a match, a
fit to the combined track with the KF is performed in order to improve the muon momentum
resolution. Global muons and tracker muons are merged as a single muon candidate if they
share the same inner track. Owing to the high tracking efficiency, about 99% of muons produced
within the geometrical acceptance of the muon system are reconstructed as either a tracker or
global muon [278]. Tracker muons that are not identified as global muons typically originate
from remnant of a hadron shower in the HCAL that reaches the inner muon stations (punch-
through). The energy and momentum of the muon candidate is determined from the curvature
of the track.

A muon identification criterium is defined for three WPs: loose, medium, and tight. A
loose muon is a PF muon that is either a tracker or global muon. These WPs are used to
identify prompt muons originating from the PV and “secondary” muons from hadron decay,
while maintaining a low rate for the misidentification of charged hadrons as muons. In the
analysis for this thesis though, the medium WP is used. A medium muon is a loose muon that
passes several quality criteria of the track.

Just like for electrons, the relative isolation of a muon can be defined. The contribution of
neutral particles is taken into account with the so-called ∆β-corrections:

Iµrel
..=

∑
charged pT +max

(
0,
∑

neutralET −∆β
∑

charged, PU pT

)

pµT
. (5.3)

The muon isolation cone is of angular size ∆R = 0.4. This expression is similar to Eq. (5.2),
but in Iµrel the neutral contribution from pileup is estimated from the scalar pT sum of charged
hadrons originating from pileup vertices,

∑
charged, PU pT. This sum is multiplied by a factor

of ∆β = 0.5, which corresponds approximately to the phenomenological ratio of neutral- to
charged-hadron production in the hadronization process of inelastic pp collisions, as estimated
from simulation. In the present thesis, Iµrel < 0.15 is used as the nominal isolation requirement
for the muon.

5.6 Jets

Jets are most often reconstructed by a sequential clustering algorithm that iteratively groups
particles together, based on some measure of distance dij between two reconstructed objects,
and a cut dcut. Such an algorithm starts by recombining all particle pairs (i, j) that are closest
together in dij , as long as dij < dcut. After every step, the recombined pairs are removed from
the list and replaced with a “proto-jet” that has their summed four-momenta. The algorithm
stops when there are no pairs left that pass the cut.

A good jet algorithm must have two criteria. Firstly, the jet properties must be invariant
under the radiation of a soft gluon (infrared safe). Secondly, the reconstruction must be insen-
sitive to the collinear splitting of a particle (collinear safe), i.e., if a particle is replaced by two
collinear particles who in sum have the same four-momentum.

There are several infrared and collinear-safe algorithms for jets in CMS. In this thesis, we use
the anti-kT (AK) algorithm, which utilizes the following metric:

dij ..= min
(
p−2
T,i, p

−2
T,j

) ∆R2
ij

∆R2
y

, (5.4)
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where ∆Ry is a cone size parameter and ∆Ry =
√
∆y2 +∆ϕ2 is the distance in (y, ϕ)-space

with the rapidity

y ..=
1

2
ln

(
E + pz
E − pz

)
, (5.5)

not to be confused with Eq. (4.5), where y ≈ η if p≫ m, leading to Eq. (4.4). The ∆Rij is the
∆Ry distance between particles i and j. If a cluster i of combined objects satisfies

dij > diB = p−2
T,i, (5.6)

the algorithm defines it to be a jet and removes its PF candidates from consideration in clustering
subsequent jets. Here, diB is called i’s distance to the beam [266, 279]. The PF jets are clustered
with the standard cone-size parameter ∆Ry = 0.4, and are therefore sometimes referred to as
“AK4 jets”. In CMS, the AK algorithm is implemented in the FastJet library [280, 281], and
CHS is used to remove charged PF candidates not associated with the PV of the hard interaction.

The jet momentum is defined as the vectorial sum of all momenta of the jet constituents.
In order to reconstruct the original quark or gluon accurately and precisely, the energy of jets
needs to be calibrated to take into account detector noise and contributions from additional pp
interactions within the same or nearby bunch crossings. The CMS Collaboration determines jet
energy corrections (JECs) in several steps, which are explained in detail in Ref. [282]. Addition-
ally, the jet energy and jet energy resolution (JER) of jets in simulation are corrected to obtain
better agreement between simulation and data.

In the analysis presented in this thesis, two identification requirements are applied in order
to distinguish genuine jets from those arising from pileup [283], as well as to remove spurious
jet-like features that originate from isolated noise patterns in certain HCAL regions [284]. The
latter is achieved with additional selection criteria on the energy fractions and multiplicity of
charged and neutral particles, which corresponds to the “tight” jet identification in CMS. It has
an almost 100% efficiency for jets with pT > 30GeV and |η| < 0.5, but degrades down to 97%

in the forward region [284]. If candidate jets fall within a ∆R < 0.5 from one of the selected
τ lepton candidates (i.e., an electron, muon, or τh object), they are assumed to be the same
object, and are removed from the jet collection.

5.7 Bottom quark identification

As mentioned in Section 5.1, the relatively long lifetime of B hadrons produced by bottom quarks
can be exploited to identify bottom-quark intitiated jets. Besides lifetime, one can exploit the
relatively large mass of the B hadron, and the pattern of fragmentation and decay. This is
referred to as b tagging. Most b tagging algorithms use a combination of information about the
secondary vertex and track parameters, like the impact parameter (distance of closest approach
of the track to the PV), but also exploit information about the jet topology and other properties.

The LQ → bτ analysis employs the DeepCSV algorithm [285, 286] for b tagging jets.
DeepCSV is a deep neural network (DNN) with four hidden layers that is an extension of
the combined secondary vertex (CSV) algorithm [285, 286]. The loose and medium working
points (WPs) of DeepCSV are used, which are respectively defined by a 10 and 1% misiden-
tification rate of jets originating from light quarks or gluons. The η of tagged jets is required
to have |η| < 2.4 (2.5) in 2016 (2017 and 2018). Figure 5.4 shows the efficiency and mistag rate
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Figure 5.3: Because of its relatively long lifetime, a B hadron travels some distance on the order
of 1mm from the primary vertex (PV) where it was produced, before decaying and creating a
secondary vertex (SV) with displaced tracks. Illustrated are the transverse and longitudinal
impact parameters, d0 and z0, respectively, as well as the flight distance in the transverse plane,
Lxy.

2−10

1−10

1

B
 ta

g 
ef

fic
ie

nc
ie

s

0.65 0.690.700.690.64 0.55 0.42 0.23 0.07

0.70 0.750.770.770.75 0.68 0.55 0.32 0.08

0.70 0.740.760.770.75 0.68 0.54 0.32 0.08

0.64 0.680.690.680.64 0.55 0.42 0.23 0.06

210 310
 [GeV]

T
Jet p

2.5−

2−

1.5−

1−

0.5−

0

0.5

1

1.5

2

2.5η
Je

t 

, 2018)
h

τµb quark, DeepCSV medium WP (

2−10

1−10

1

B
 m

is
ta

g 
ra

te

0.14 0.140.140.150.14 0.12 0.09 0.05

0.13 0.130.140.150.16 0.15 0.12 0.07 0.02

0.13 0.130.140.150.16 0.15 0.12 0.08 0.01

0.14 0.140.140.150.14 0.12 0.09 0.06 0.04

210 310
 [GeV]

T
Jet p

2.5−

2−

1.5−

1−

0.5−

0

0.5

1

1.5

2

2.5η
Je

t 

, 2018)
h

τµc quark, DeepCSV medium WP (

2−10

1−10

1

B
 m

is
ta

g 
ra

te

0.02 0.020.020.020.02 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.02

0.01 0.010.010.010.01 0.01 0.02 0.02 0.00

0.01 0.010.010.010.01 0.01 0.02 0.02 0.01

0.02 0.020.020.020.02 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.01

210 310
 [GeV]

T
Jet p

2.5−

2−

1.5−

1−

0.5−

0

0.5

1

1.5

2

2.5η
Je

t 

, 2018)
h

τµlight-flavor, DeepCSV medium WP (

2−10

1−10

1

B
 ta

g 
ef

fic
ie

nc
ie

s

0.82 0.850.860.870.86 0.84 0.80 0.74 0.59

0.84 0.870.880.890.89 0.86 0.81 0.75 0.55

0.83 0.870.880.890.89 0.86 0.81 0.75 0.55

0.82 0.840.860.870.86 0.83 0.80 0.75 0.59

210 310
 [GeV]

T
Jet p

2.5−

2−

1.5−

1−

0.5−

0

0.5

1

1.5

2

2.5η
Je

t 

, 2018)
h

τµb quark, DeepCSV loose WP (

2−10

1−10

1

B
 m

is
ta

g 
ra

te

0.43 0.440.450.460.47 0.46 0.44 0.43 0.29

0.41 0.420.440.450.46 0.45 0.42 0.40 0.31

0.41 0.420.440.450.46 0.45 0.43 0.42 0.32

0.42 0.430.450.470.46 0.45 0.43 0.45 0.33

210 310
 [GeV]

T
Jet p

2.5−

2−

1.5−

1−

0.5−

0

0.5

1

1.5

2

2.5η
Je

t 

, 2018)
h

τµc quark, DeepCSV loose WP (

2−10

1−10

1

B
 m

is
ta

g 
ra

te
0.17 0.150.160.180.19 0.20 0.23 0.28 0.27

0.08 0.070.070.090.10 0.11 0.13 0.19 0.19

0.08 0.070.080.090.10 0.12 0.14 0.19 0.19

0.17 0.150.160.170.19 0.20 0.24 0.27 0.30

210 310
 [GeV]

T
Jet p

2.5−

2−

1.5−

1−

0.5−

0

0.5

1

1.5

2

2.5η
Je

t 

, 2018)
h

τµlight-flavor, DeepCSV loose WP (

Figure 5.4: B tagging efficiencies (left column) and the mistag rate of jets originating from a
c quark (center column), and originating from a light-flavor quark or gluon (right column) of
the DeepCSV tagger in simulated events. The efficiencies and mistag rates are shown for the
medium (top row) and loose WPs (bottom row) in µτh events.

for jets in simulated events that pass the selections of the µτh channel (see Chapter 10) and do
not match the selected muon and τh candidates within ∆R < 0.5. The efficiency and mistag
rates are very similar between the different ττ decay channels. The medium WP has a typical
efficiency of about 75%, while the loose WP efficiency can reach up to 90%, depending on the
jet pT and η. Nevertheless, the b tagging significantly degrades at pT ≳ 500GeV, and more so
for the medium than the loose WP.
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µ

p⃗miss
T

Figure 5.5: Simple illustration of missing transverse energy (MET), which is defined as the
negative vectorial sum of the transverse momentum of all objects in the event. The red solid
line represents a muon track, while the polar bars represent energy deposits in the ECAL (dark
red) and HCAL (blue).

5.8 Missing transverse energy

As mentioned in Section 2.3, the longitudinal boost of the hard scattering is unknown, but the
total transverse momentum is assumed to be exactly zero and conserved. This is useful to infer
invisible particles that have carried away a significant amount of momentum, like neutrinos or
hypothetical dark matter particles. After the PF algorithm has reconstructed all particles in the
event and removed charged particles not coming from the PV, it vectorially sums the remaining
objects to determine the total transverse momentum that is missing:

p⃗miss
T

..= −
∑

i

p⃗ iT. (5.7)

This vector, or its length, is often referred to as the missing transverse momentum, or missing
transverse energy (MET). The accuracy of the MET relies on a good calibration of all PF objects.
Therefore, the calibration of the jet energy scale has to be propagated correctly. Several other
corrections are applied, for example, in case the computed MET is very large, the PF algorithm
checks for cosmic muons, badly reconstructed muon tracks, and fake muons [266]. More details
can be found in Refs. [287] and [288].
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6 Reconstruction & Identification of
Hadronically Decayed τ Leptons

A significant fraction of τ leptons decay to hadrons and such decays are denoted as τh. It
is therefore an important decay mode in physics analyses that target final states including τ

leptons, and accurately and precisely reconstructing such decays becomes crucial. A dedicated
identification algorithm is needed to reduce the large backgrounds mimicking this type of decay,
while maintaining a good efficiency for genuine τ decays.

During my PhD, I have been involved with several projects of the Tau Physics Object Group
(TauPOG) in the CMS Collaboration. This included the measurement of the τh reconstruction
and identification efficiency, as well as the τh energy scale. A new τh identification algorithm,
called DeepTau [289], was developed during my work on the search for an LQ coupling to
bτ. I contributed to the first validation of DeepTau in comparisons between Run-2 data and
simulation, before applying it in our own LQ analysis to attain a significant gain in signal
sensitivity.

This chapter will discuss the reconstruction and identification of τh objects in CMS used dur-
ing Run 2. The measurement of its performance and corrections to simulation will be discussed
in Chapter 9.

6.1 τ lepton decay

With a mass of mτ = 1.776GeV, the τ lepton is the heaviest lepton. It can not only decay to
electrons and muons, but also to the lighter pions (mπ ≈ 0.14GeV) and kaons (mK ≈ 0.50GeV)
through the weak interaction. Figure 6.1 shows two examples of Feynman diagrams at tree level.
As the left pie chart in Fig. 6.2 shows, τ leptons decay leptonically about 35.2% of the time,
while the hadronic final state has the largest branching ratio, 64.8%. As a consequence, one
pair of τ leptons has hadrons in its final state about 88% of time. Specifically, the branching
fraction of the semileptonic final state (eτh, µτh) is 46%, while that of the fully hadronic state
(τhτh) is 42%. Fully leptonic decays of a τ pair not only have a small branching fraction of 12%,
but they also tend to have a larger background from Drell-Yan (Z/γ∗ → ℓ+ℓ−), top quark pair

<latexit sha1_base64="Uu2n07MM2a+8r09emUMZVj7DQBs="></latexit>
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Figure 6.1: Tree-level Feynman diagrams of τ lepton decay through the weak interaction [290,
291]. Left: Leptonic decay τ± → ℓ±νℓντ with ℓ = e, µ. Right: Hadronic decay τ± → qq′ντ.
These quarks can form intermediate resonances like π±, a±1 , and ρ±. The latter two will further
decay mostly into pions: ρ± → π±π0, and a±1 → ρ±π0 → π±π0π0 or a±1 → ρ0π± → π±π∓π± [13].
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Figure 6.2: Pie charts of branching fractions of a single τ lepton and a pair of τ leptons. Left:
τ lepton decay. For leptonic decay there are two neutrinos, and for hadronic decay only one. (τh
stands for the hadronic decay.) Right: Decay channels of a pair of τ leptons. Numbers from
PDG [13, p. 28].
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Figure 6.3: An illustration of the detector signatures of several common hadronic decay modes
of the τ lepton. Charged pions typically leave a track in the tracker and energy deposits in the
HCAL. Neutral pions π0 promptly decay to photons that create ECAL showers, reconstructed
as strips by the HPS algorithm. Also shown are examples of intermediate resonances (blue)
corresponding to bound states of quarks such as the vector ρmeson and pseudovector a1 meson.
Not to scale. Inspired by Ref. [292, p. 37].
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Figure 6.4: Illustration of several hadronic decay modes of the τ leptons (a-c) and their back-
grounds (d-f). With pT ≳ 15GeV, genuine hadronic τ decays form very collimated jets of some
number of light hadrons that fall in a signal cone with an opening angle 0.05 ≤ ∆R ≤ 0.1 (red).
This can easily be mimicked by quark-/gluon-initiated jets, although they tend to have more
activity in the isolation cone of ∆R = 0.4 (blue). Furthermore, electrons and muons can form
well-isolated single-track jets like the h± decay mode, and electrons can be misidentified as the
h±π0 mode as well due to their ECAL clusters.
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(tt), or diboson production. The semileptonic and fully hadronic decay channels are therefore
essential for physics analyses with two τ lepton in the final state.

As discussed in Section 5.1, the τ lepton has a very short mean lifetime of τ = 2.90× 10−13 s,
or 0.290ps [13, p. 28]. The decay length is given by L = γβcτ ≈ pc × 49.0 µm/GeV, so a τ

lepton with a momentum p = 20GeV travels on average about 1mm before decaying. The direct
observation of a τ lepton track was first reported by the CHORUS experiment in 1998 [293, 294],
and later by the DONUT experiment in 2001 [30]. They both used nuclear emulsions to capture
the short track and look for a “kink” indicating its decay. In the context of the CMS detector, τ
leptons produced at the beam line will not reach the pixel tracker, and have to be inferred from
their decay signature. And although the decay length is shorter than that of heavy-flavored
hadrons, the excellent vertex and impact parameter resolution of the pixel tracker provide us a
good handle on the secondary vertex for efficient identification.

Figure 6.3 showcases several detector signatures characteristic of common hadronic decay
modes. Most of the charged hadrons in τ decays are pions or kaons, which typically create
a track and leave energy deposits in the HCAL before decaying. About 65% of hadronic τ

decays involve neutral pions, which decay promptly (τ = 8.4 × 10−17 s) to two photons 98.8%

of the time [13, p. 33]. Furthermore, for τ leptons with momenta typical for physics analyses
(pT ≳ 15GeV), the decay products will be sufficiently boosted to form a collimated jet with
a size of about ∆R < 0.10, as shown in Fig. 6.4. Therefore, a narrow jet with one or three
charged hadrons (prongs) with perhaps some ECAL deposits is a helpful signature to identify
most hadronic τ decays.

One other interesting feature of hadronic decays is that several decay modes have an inter-
mediate resonance as shown in Fig. 6.3. In particular, τ± → h±π0ντ has a ρ(770) intermediate
resonance, while τ± → h±π0π0ντ and τ± → h±h∓h±ντ predominantly go through a1(1260) [294,
p. 85]. Both these meson decays promptly in one or more steps to pions and kaons. These inter-
mediate resonances shape the measured distribution of the invariant mass of the visible decay
products, that we can use to define efficient mass ranges per decay mode. The resonant structure
of four-pion decays, like τ± → h±h∓h±π0ντ, is much more complicated due to a multitude of
intermediate decay products, of which ρ′ = ρ(1450) is one [295–297].

6.2 The HPS reconstruction algorithm

Hadronic decays of τ leptons are reconstructed with the hadron-plus-strips (HPS) algorithm
[289, 298–300]. First, the algorithm starts from PF jets that were reconstructed by the anti-kT

algorithm with a distance parameter of ∆R = 0.4 (see Section 5.6). These jets serve as seeds
for τh candidates. All PF particles within ∆R ≤ 0.5 around the jet axis are considered in the
following steps. Charged particles used to construct the τh object must have pT > 0.5GeV, and
a transverse impact parameter dxy < 0.1 cm from the PV, while electrons and photons must
have pT > 1GeV.

Secondly, the algorithm reconstructs π0 candidates as so-called strips from the jet con-
stituents. Because photons are frequently converted into an e+e− pair, both electron and photon
constituents in the jet are clustered into rectangular windows in the ηϕ plane, called strips. The
strips are narrow in η, but extended in the ϕ direction due to the spreading out of e+e− con-
version pairs in the magnetic field. They are seeded by the most energetic electron and photon
(e/γ) candidate. Other candidates that fall inside some ∆η×∆ϕ window around the strip center
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are iteratively added to the strip until no new candidates are found in the window. Each time
the strip momentum is recomputed as the vectorial sum of all strip constituents. This process
is repeated until all e/γ objects in the jet are clustered in a strip. The strip size and position is
discussed separately in Section 6.2.1.

Thirdly, from the set of highest-energy charged hadrons and strips (up to six each) within
the seed region, τh candidates are reconstructed by making all possible combinations of charged
hadrons and strips that are compatible with one of seven “reconstructed decay modes” listed in
Table 6.1:

Table 6.1: Reconstructed τh decay modes
DM Decay mode Target τ decay

0 h± τ± → h±ντ
1 h±π0 τ± → h±π0ντ
2 h±π0π0 τ± → h±π0π0ντ
5 h±h±/∓ τ± → h±h∓h±ντ
6 h±h±/∓π0 τ± → h±h∓h±π0ντ

10 h±h∓h± τ± → h±h∓h±ντ
11 h±h∓h±π0 τ± → h±h∓h±π0ντ

Within CMS, the hadronic decay modes are uniquely numbered by

DM = 5× (Nprongs − 1) +Nstrips. (6.1)

which is indicated by the first column of Table 6.1. The decay modes with two charged hadrons
are included to recover τ decays with three hadrons where one hadron is not reconstructed as a
hadron or a track. The (visible) four-momentum of the τh candidate is simply the vectorial sum
of its charged hadron and strip constituents, from which the invariant mass mτh is computed.
For the h± decay mode the pion mass is assumed. The τh charge is the sum of the charged
hadrons, except for the decay modes with only two hadrons, for which the charge is set to the
charge of the hadron with the larger pT.

Fourth, a single τh candidates is chosen among the candidates that satisfy the following
constraints:

• The invariant mass of the candidate must fall within a mass window of some assumed
intermediate resonance. This is discussed in more detail in Section 6.2.2.

• The τh charge must be ±1.

• The charged hadrons and strips used in the τh reconstruction must fall within a signal
cone of size ∆R = 3GeV/pT (limited to the range 0.05–0.1) around the τh momentum.

The candidate with the highest pT is chosen. Besides a signal cone, an isolation cone of ∆R = 0.5

around the τh axis is defined to measure the activity around a τh candidate that is not used for
the construction of the final τh object.

6.2.1 Dynamic strip reconstruction

During Run 1, the window size was fixed to ∆η × ∆ϕ = 0.05 × 0.20 [298]. However, this size
is not always large enough to contain all (secondary) particles from hadronic τ decay, like low-
pT particles from nuclear interaction between charged hadrons and the detector, or secondary
electrons and photons from π0 decays that undergo multiple scattering and bremsstrahlung.
This can lead to a worse τh reconstruction, but also a reduced identification efficiency because
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Figure 6.5: ∆η (left) and ∆ϕ between the τh and e/γ candidate for strip reconstruction as a
function of pe/γ

T of the e/γ candidate. A sample of simulated events with a single τ that has a
uniform pT in the range 20–400 GeV and |η| < 2.3 is used. The black points indicate the 95%
envelope for a given pe/γ

T bin, and the red solid line represents the fitted function f and g given
by Eqs. 6.2 and 6.3. Figures taken from [300].

particles that fall outside the strip window can contribute to worse isolation. Conversely, smaller
windows reduce background contributions to strips of genuine τh decays with high pT, which
have more collimated decay products, while simultaneously allowing for better rejection of the
less isolated jets initiated by a quark or a gluon (“quark or gluon jets”). This is why the dynamic
strip reconstruction was introduced to dynamically determine the strip size and position during
Run 2 [299, 300].

The ηϕ dimensions of the strip are determined as simple functions of pT, such that the strip
contains about 95% of all e/γ candidates from τh decay as determined from a study on simulated
events with a single τh object that has a uniform pT distribution in the range 20–400GeV and
|η| < 2.3. Analytic functions of the form a/(pT/GeV)b are obtained separately for ∆η(τh, e/γ)
and ∆ϕ(τh, e/γ) between the τh and e/γ candidate by fitting all 95% envelope points in each
p
e/γ
T bin as shown in Fig. 6.5. The results are

f(pT) = 0.20 · (pT/GeV)−0.66, (6.2)

g(pT) = 0.35 · (pT/GeV)−0.71, (6.3)

for ∆η(τh, e/γ) and ∆ϕ(τh, e/γ), respectively.
The HPS algorithm with dynamic strip reconstruction proceeds as follows [300]:

1. A seed is obtained from the highest-pT e/γ candidate not yet included in a strip. The
initial ηstrip and ϕstrip position of the strip’s center is set to the η and ϕ of the seed.

2. The e/γ candidate that has the next highest pT and falls within

∆η = min
[
f(pγT) + f(pstrip

T ), 0.15
]
, (6.4)

∆ϕ = min
[
g(pγT) + g(pstrip

T ), 0.30
]
, (6.5)

from the strip center, is added to the strip. The ∆η is limited to the range 0.05–0.15,
while ∆ϕ is limited to 0.05–0.30.
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3. The strip position is recomputed as a pT-weighted average of all e/γ constituents:

ηstrip =
1

ST
strip

∑

c

pcTηc, (6.6)

ϕstrip =
1

ST
strip

∑

c

pcTηc, (6.7)

where STstrip =
∑

c p
c
T is the total scalar sum pT.

4. Steps 2 and 3 are repeated until no further e/γ candidates are found within the ∆η ×∆ϕ

window.

6.2.2 Mass constraints

The invariant mass of each τh candidate must fall in a certain range to ensure compatibility with
the respective τh decay mode the candidate was reconstructed in. This window is optimized for
each decay mode to maximize the ratio of the τh reconstruction efficiency to the probability of
misidentifying a jet. Furthermore, for decay modes with strips and pτhT > 100GeV, the upper
mass limit is enlarged as a function of

√
pτhT to account for the resolution at high pT. The limits

for decay modes with strips are also enlarged as a function of the strip size because the energy
of a strip depends on its size. As an estimation of the change in mτh brought about by the
addition of e/γ candidates to the strip, the quantity ∆mτh is constructed as

∆mτh =

√(
∂mτh

∂ηstrip
f
(
pstrip
T

))2

+

(
∂mτh

∂ϕstrip
g
(
pstrip
T

))2

, (6.8)

with the partial derivatives

∂mτh

∂ηstrip
=
pstrip
z Eτh − Estripp

τh
z

mτh

, (6.9)

∂mτh

∂ϕstrip
=

(
pτhx − pstrip

x

)
pstrip
y −

(
pτhy − pstrip

y

)
pstrip
x

mτh

, (6.10)

where pµτh = (Eτh , p
τh
x , p

τh
y , p

τh
z ) and pµstrip = (Estrip, p

strip
x , pstrip

y , pstrip
z ) are the four-momenta of

the τh candidate and strip, respectively. The mass windows are defined as follows [300, 301]:

• For h±, 0 < mτh < 1GeV to allow for kaons. After a τh candidate with this decay mode
is chosen, the mass is fixed to the pion mass, mτh = 0.140GeV because in about 94% of
one-prong decays, the hadron is a charged pion [13, p. 28].

• For h±π0, 0.3GeV − ∆mτh < mτh < 1.3
√
pτhT GeV/100 + ∆mτh , with the upper limit

constrained between 1.3 and 4.2 GeV.

• For h±π0π0, 0.4GeV −∆mτh < mτh < 1.4
√
pτhT GeV/100 + ∆mτh , with the upper limit

constrained between 1.2 and 4.0 GeV.

• For h±h±/∓, 0.4GeV < mτh < 1.2GeV.

• For h±h±/∓π0, 0 < mτh < 1.2
√
pτhT GeV/100 + ∆mτh , with the upper limit constrained

between 1.2 and 4.0 GeV.

• For h±h∓h±, 0.8GeV < mτh < 1.5GeV.

• For h±h∓h±π0, 0.9GeV −∆mτh < mτh < 1.6 + ∆mτh .
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Figure 6.6: Confusion matrix of τh decay mode reconstruction. For each generated τh decay
mode (column), the fractions of decay mode it is reconstructed as are shown. A sample of
Z → τ+τ− events with mττ > 50GeV is used. Both generated and reconstructed τh fulfill
pT > 20GeV and |η| < 2.3. Taken from [289].

6.2.3 Reconstruction performance

Figure 6.6 show how τh decays with pT > 20GeV and |η| < 2.3 from a sample of Z → τ+τ−

events are reconstructed. For example, the h± decay mode is correctly reconstructed 80% of
the time, while h±h∓h± is correctly reconstructed with a probability 61%, and is recovered by
the two-prong decay modes with a rate of 19%. The fraction of τh decays not reconstructed at
all ranges from 10% for h±h∓h± to 25% for h±π0. The reconstruction efficiency of genuine τh
decays is limited by the reconstruction of charged hadrons, which in the barrel has an efficiency
of around 90% for pions with 1 < pT < 100GeV [250]. The correct charge assignment for decay
modes without missing hadrons varies from about 99% for pT < 200GeV to 92% for pT ∼ 1TeV,
while the charge assignment for two-prong decay modes is correct in only 70% of the cases [289].

The two-prong decay modes are mostly useful for analyses that are not limited by back-
grounds, and the decay mode h±π0π0 has an extremely low branching fraction times efficiency.
Therefore, I will only consider the reconstructed h±, h±π0, h±h∓h±, and h±h∓h±π0 decay
modes in this thesis.

6.3 The DEEPTAU identification algorithm

When searching for hadronically decaying tau leptons, there is a huge background of quark
and gluon jets because τh decays are effectively collimated jets of hadrons, as illustrated in
Fig. 6.4. Additionally, electrons and muons can form well-isolated single-track jets as the h±

decay mode, and electrons can be misidentified as the h±π0 mode as well due to its ECAL
clusters. Jets initiated by a quark or gluon tend to have a larger cone size with more activity
than τh decays. Therefore, requiring some type of isolation helps to reduce the background
from quark and gluon jets that are misidentified as τh decays. One can use simple cut-based
variables like relative isolation as in Eq. (5.3), but most physics analyses with τh decays use
multivariate analysis (MVA) identification for maximum background rejection power. In the
rest of the present thesis, the misidentified leptons will be denoted by “ℓ→ τh fakes”, while
“j → τh fakes” will refer to misidentified quark and gluon jets.

This section describes the DeepTau identification algorithm, which is based on a convolu-
tional deep neural network (DNN). It is designed with the following three premises in mind:
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1. Multiclass: The final goal is to efficiently discriminate against electrons, muons, and
quark and gluon jets that are misidentified as τh decays. The DNN is therefore designed
& trained to classify reconstructed τh as either real τh decays, or misidentified electrons,
muons, or quark and gluon jets with a predicted probability, from which discriminators
are constructed. Previously, separate dedicated algorithms were used to reject these back-
grounds. A multiclass approach that produces the three discriminators improves the overall
performance, and reduces the overhead.

2. Usage of lower-level information: While previous MVA-based discriminators in CMS
mainly used higher-level input variables from τh reconstruction, DeepTau also processes
lower-level observables of individual particles around the τh object with convolutional
layers to exploit complex patterns of detector interactions and jet fragmentation. These
techniques makes use of convolutional architectures of the sort used in image recognition
based on the premise that a fragment of an image can be processed independently of its
position, relying on translational invariance.

3. Domain knowledge: DeepTau still processes high-level input variables that have
proven helpful to identify τh and rejects backgrounds like quark or gluon jets in previous
MVA classifiers. Given large enough training samples, a dedicated DNN should in prin-
ciple achieve the same performance without higher-level information, but including this
information may reduce the amount of training events necessary, and aid the convergence
of the training, as shown by previous studies of jet flavor identification algorithms that use
convolutional layers [302].

Various neural network architectures that satisfy the premises above have been considered
under the constraints of the above premises and the available resources. Two main advantages of
convolutional layers to others like graph-based networks is that they have smaller computational
complexity, and are efficiently implemented in available deep learning software. This is described
in more detail in Ref. [289].

6.3.1 Inputs

The low-level input variables are basic observables of different types of particle objects around
the τh object. The particle objects are different kinds of reconstructions of charged and neutral
hadrons, electrons, photons, and muons. In addition to their reconstruction from PF, electron
and muon objects from standalone reconstruction algorithms are used to take advantage of more
specific information that is useful to distinguish them from other particles. The observables
include basic kinematic quantities (pT, η, ϕ), tracking & vertexing parameters, cluster shape &
energy measurements from the calorimeter, and pileup probability from the pileup identification
(PUPPI) algorithm [303].

To capture complex patterns in ηϕ space, the low-level information is partitioned by two
overlapping grids in ηϕ space that are centered around the reconstructed τh axis, as shown in
Fig. 6.7. The grids have a different number of cells and cell granularity. The “inner” grid has
11 × 11 cells with size 0.02 × 0.02, such that it fully covers the signal cone with a radius of
∆R = 0.1. The “outer” grid has 22×22 cells with 0.05×0.05 each, and covers the isolation cone
of ∆R = 0.5. The finer granularity of the inner grid permits a better resolution of the collimated
τh decays in the signal cone, as well as the dense core of high-pT quark and gluon jets, while the
outer cone is used to capture the extra activity typical of jets initiated by a quark or a gluon.
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Figure 6.7: Layout of the two grids in ηϕ space and centered around the reconstructed τh axis
(η, ϕ), which are used to process particle-level information as input to the convolutional layers
of DeepTau. The inner grid (red) is comprised of 11 × 11 cells of size 0.02 × 0.02 each, while
the outer grid (blue) has 21 × 21 cells of size 0.05 × 0.05. The inner and outer grids overlap.
Also shown are the signal cone of radius ∆R = 3GeV/pT, limited by 0.05–0.1, and the isolation
cone of ∆R = 0.5 to define higher-level observables. Adapted from [289].
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Figure 6.8: Overview of the DNN architecture of the DeepTau algorithm. The network
consists of three subnetworks, which are finally concatenated and are passed through four fully
connected layers, ending in the final output layer yielding four output parameters xα that each
target one of the four classes, α ∈ {τh, jet, µ, e}. The low-level input variables are reduced to 64
variables per cell by several fully connected layers, before they are processed by the convolution
layers that contracts each of the two grids to a single cell with 64 output variables. See text for
more explanation. Figure taken from [289].
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On average, 1.7% (7.1%) of the inner (outer) grid cells are occupied. If more than one particle
of a given type is found in a cell, the one with the highest pT is used as input. This occurs in
about 10% of the occupied cells.

The list of high-level input variables is similar to that of previous MVA classifiers. There
are in total 47 of such variables, which include the reconstructed four-momentum, charge of the
τh candidate, but also the number of charged and neutral constituents, quantities related to its
lifetime (vertex parameters), isolation, strip energy, compatibility with being an electron, and
estimated pileup.

Linear transformations are applied to rescale or standardize inputs within a limited range
before passing them to the DNN.

6.3.2 Architecture

Figure 6.8 shows a schematic of the DeepTau architecture. It has three main subnetworks:

1. The 47 high-level input variables are processed by three fully connected layers, which have
57 output nodes.

2. The low-level input variables from the outer grid are first processed through a set of fully
connected layers to reduce the dimensionality from 188 inputs to 64 outputs per cell. Then
they are passed through 10 convolutional layers to contract the 22 × 22 input grid to a
single output cell with 64 final outputs.

3. The low-level input variables from the inner grid are processed by a subnetwork that has
a similar structure as the one for the outer grid, but contains five convolutional layers
instead to reduce the 11× 11 grid to one cell with again 64 outputs.

The convolutional layers each have 64 filters of size 3 × 3 with no padding with empty cells
around the input grid in order to reduce with each step the dimension of the grids by two cells
in either direction.

The output parameters of these three subnetworks, 185 in total, are then concatenated be-
fore being passed through four fully connected layers with 200 nodes each, ending in the fi-
nal output layer yielding four output parameters xα that each target one of the four classes,
α ∈ {τh, jet, µ, e}. A softmax activation function [304, p. 79, 180–184] is applied to normalize
the outputs to

yα =
exp(xα)∑
β exp(xβ)

. (6.11)

The value of yα measures the probability between 0 and 1 that a given τh candidate belongs to
the class α.

6.3.3 Loss function & training

The loss function is constructed as the sum of three different terms that guide the training
to aim for a high efficiency of genuine τh decays with maximal rejection power against the
background in the regions most interesting for physics analyses, which typically operate at a
50–80% efficiency [289]. The three terms are:

1. a regular cross-entropy term [304, p. 73, 129, 130] to target the genuine τh class;
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2. a focal loss term [305] for the binary classification of genuine τh against all background
classes combined, that optimizes rejection at the highest τh efficiencies;

3. another focal loss term with a smoothened step function that is nonzero for τh candidates
with yτh ≳ 0.10 in order to ignore background separation at low τh efficiencies.

The parameters of the terms are chosen to make them more numerically equal, while prioritizing
discrimination against quark and gluon jets. The full details of the loss function is given in
Appendix A of Ref. [289].

The training is performed on a sample of 140 million τh candidates from various simulated
processes in the CMS detector with conditions of the 2017 data-taking period. For the τh objects
from generated τh decays, electrons, and muons, samples from simulated events with Z → ℓ+ℓ−

(NLO), Z′ → ℓ+ℓ−, W+ jets, and top pair production are used, with mZ′ ranging between 1 to
5 GeV. For quark and gluon jets misidentified as τh decays, samples of QCD multijet and top
pair production are used. For testing and validation, 10 million τh candidates from independent
H(125) → τ+τ− and Z → ℓ+ℓ− (LO) samples are used. The training of the final classifier was
run for 10 epochs, with an average of about 69 hours per epoch.

6.3.4 Discriminators & expected performance

From the four DNN outputs yα, the three DeepTau discriminators are constructed,

Dα(y) =
yτh

yτh + yα
, (6.12)

which efficiently reject misidentified electrons (De), muons (Dµ), and jets (Djet). Within CMS,
these are available under the names DeepTau2017v2p1VSe, -VSmu, and -VSjet, respectively,
where 2017 refers to the training data set with conditions of 2017 data taking, and v2p1 indicates
the version, 2.1. The discriminators take on values between 0 and 1, where a lower “cut” on
a given discriminator reduces the associated background, while increasing the purity of real τh
decays.

For the convenience of physics analyses, WPs are defined that target fixed identification
efficiencies of genuine τh decays. The (expected) efficiencies are defined with a sample of recon-
structed τh candidates with 30 < pT < 70GeV from H(125) → τ+τ− events. Table 6.2 lists
the WP efficiencies, which show that the expected efficiency of Djet varies between 40 and 98%,
while the efficiencies of Dµ ranges from 99.5 to 99.95% thanks to its great discrimination power.

The reconstruction and identification efficiency of genuine τh decays before and after requiring
a Loose, Medium, or Tight WP of the Djet discriminator is evaluated as a function of pT of the
generated τh decays. This is shown in Fig. 6.9. A sample of τh candidates from simulated
Z → τ+τ− events, and reconstructed with pT > 20GeV and |η| < 2.3 are used. Without
including the two-prong decay modes, the reconstruction efficiency is between 75 and 82% above
pT > 30GeV. For τh decays with pT ∼ 20GeV, the efficiency goes down to approximately 40%.

Table 6.2: The τh identification efficiencies for the different WPs of the three DeepTau dis-
criminators. The target efficiencies are evaluated with the H → τ+τ− event sample for τh with
30 < pT < 70GeV [289]. Each letter ‘V’ stands for “Very”.

VVTight VTight Tight Medium Loose VLoose VVLoose VVVLoose
De 60% 70% 80% 90% 95% 98% 99% 99.5%
Dµ — — 99.5% 99.8% 99.9% 99.95% — —
Djet 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 95% 98%
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Figure 6.9: Reconstruction & identification efficiency of genuine τh decays as a function of
generated τh pT for candidate τh, as determined from a simulated Z → τ+τ− sample with
pT > 20GeV and |η| < 2.3 for the generated τh decays. The black points shows the efficiencies
to be reconstructed by the HPS algorithm before identification with DeepTau. The blue points
show the efficiencies after several requirements of different WPs of the Djet discriminator against
quark and gluon jets. Figure taken from [289].

0.4 0.6 0.8 1
 id. efficiencyhτ

2−10

1−10

1

 m
is

id
. p

ro
ba

bi
lit

y
hτ 

→
Je

t 

MVA vs. jets (JINST 13 (2018) P10005)

MVA (updated decay modes)

DeepTau vs. jets

jets from W + jets

 < 100 GeV
T

20 < p

 (13 TeV)CMS    Simulation

0.4 0.6 0.8 1
 id. efficiencyhτ

1
2

D
ee

pT
au

M
V

A

0.4 0.6 0.8 1
 id. efficiencyhτ

3−10

2−10

1−10

1

 m
is

id
. p

ro
ba

bi
lit

y
hτ 

→
Je

t 

MVA vs. jets (JINST 13 (2018) P10005)

MVA (updated decay modes)

DeepTau vs. jets

jets from W + jets

 > 100 GeV
T

p

 (13 TeV)CMS    Simulation

0.4 0.6 0.8 1
 id. efficiencyhτ

2
4

D
ee

pT
au

M
V

A

0.4 0.6 0.8 1
 id. efficiencyhτ

2−10

1−10

1

 m
is

id
. p

ro
ba

bi
lit

y
hτ 

→
Je

t 

MVA vs. jets (JINST 13 (2018) P10005)

MVA (updated decay modes)

DeepTau vs. jets

tjets from t

 < 100 GeV
T

20 < p

 (13 TeV)CMS    Simulation

0.4 0.6 0.8 1
 id. efficiencyhτ

2
4

D
ee

pT
au

M
V

A

0.4 0.6 0.8 1
 id. efficiencyhτ

3−10

2−10

1−10

1

 m
is

id
. p

ro
ba

bi
lit

y
hτ 

→
Je

t 

MVA vs. jets (JINST 13 (2018) P10005)

MVA (updated decay modes)

DeepTau vs. jets

tjets from t

 > 100 GeV
T

p

 (13 TeV)CMS    Simulation

0.4 0.6 0.8 1
 id. efficiencyhτ

2
4

D
ee

pT
au

M
V

A

Figure 6.10: Misidentification rate of quark and gluon jets versus genuine τh efficiency when
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The efficiency of applying the DeepTau discriminator against quark and gluon jets is in line
with what is reported in Table 6.2.

The expected performance of each DeepTau classifier is evaluated and compared to previous
discriminators of the same type. Figures 6.10 and 6.11 show the receiver operating characteristic
(ROC) curves of the discriminators, which graph the misidentification rate of a given background
versus the identification efficiency for genuine τh decays for objects satisfying a particular selec-
tion on the discriminator value. The ROC curves have been produced using various samples of τh
candidates with 20 < pT < 100GeV, as well as pT > 100GeV. To calculate the misidentification
rate of quark and gluon jets for the Djet discriminators, a sample of simulated W+ jets events
was used, as well as a sample of simulated tt events, which have a larger fraction of bottom
quarks and gluon jets, and tend to have more activity. The DeepTau discriminators show a
large overall improvement in signal efficiency for a given misidentification rate. The rejection of
the quark and gluon jet background with Djet compared to the previous MVA discriminator is
about 50% better overall for the W+ jets sample, and about two times better for the tt sample.
Conversely, the signal efficiency increases by more than 30% for the tightest Djet WPs, and more
than 10% for the loosest ones. The misidentification rate of quark and gluon jets with Djet is
almost a factor two lower for the tt sample than for the W+ jets sample below pT < 100GeV,
but they are more similar above pT > 100GeV. Overall, Djet has a lower misidentification rate
at high pT than the MVA algorithm.

The DeepTau discriminators against leptons improve the electron or muon rejection by a
factor of three for the tightest WP, and up to a factor 40 (10) for the loosest De (Dµ) WP
with respect to the previous MVA algorithm. Their performance is similar between the two pT

regions studied [289].
The comparison between observed data and simulation will be discussed in Chapter 9.

6.4 Validation

To validate the performance of the DeepTau identification algorithm, I have studied distribu-
tions of several observables in a sample with relatively pure τh events coming from the Z → τ+τ−

resonance in the µτh final state. As a representative illustration, the observed and expected dis-
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Figure 6.12: Observed and expected distributions in µτh events of the 2018 data set. Correc-
tions discussed in Chapters 8 and 9 are applied. The electroweak background includes W+ jets,
diboson, single top production, as well as Z+ jets events where a quark or gluon jet is misiden-
tified as a τh candidate. Left: Invariant mass of the µτh system, mvis. Right: Reconstructed
τh mass. Figures taken from [289].

tributions of the invariant mass of the µτh system, mvis, and the reconstructed τh mass are shown
in Fig. 6.12. These distributions already incorporate the corrections to simulated τh candidates
that are discussed in Chapter 9, and are obtained from a maximum likelihood fit [306] with
the full set of systematic uncertainties discussed. The selections of µτh events are purified in
Z → τ+τ− events with selection criteria. The event selections and systematic uncertainties are
discussed in Section 9.1. The Tight WP of the DeepTau2017v2p1VSjet discriminator is used.
In the left panel of Fig. 6.12, the main Z → τ+τ− signal is shown in orange. Because part of
the four-momentum is carried away by three neutrinos in the ττ decay, the resonance is located
around mvis ≈ 60GeV. The main backgrounds are W+ jets and QCD multijet production.
Due to the high rejection power of the Tight WP of the DeepTau2017v2p1VSmu discriminator,
the Z → µ+µ− peak around mvis ≈ 91GeV (blue) is significantly suppressed, with little loss of
genuine τh events. In the mτh distribution shown in the right panel of Fig. 6.12, the Z → τ+τ−

events are further subdivided into different reconstructed decay modes. Per construction, the
one-prong decay, h±, is set to the charged pion mass, mτh = 0.140GeV. The other decay modes
are distributed around the mass of their respective intermediate resonance: ρ(770) for h±π0,
a1(1260) for h±h∓h±, and ρ(1450) for h±h∓h±π0.

Within the post-fit uncertainties, the predicted distributions agree well with the observed
data. This indicates that with the corrections, CMS can obtain a good description of a data
sample enriched in τh objects, thus validating the HPS reconstruction algorithm and the Deep-
Tau identification algorithm.
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7 Data sets & Simulated Samples

The LQ search in this thesis is performed with pp collision data collected by the CMS detector
in the data-taking periods between 2016 and 2018 with a center-of-mass energy

√
s = 13TeV.

There are several common SM background processes that have similar signatures to the LQ → bτ
signal discussed in Section 3.4.3. By simulating these SM processes, we can better understand
the underlying background composition of observed data, and with the simulated LQ signal, we
can study and optimize the selections in order to maximize discovery potential.

This chapter will discuss in more detail the data sets of pp collision events used, as well as
the samples of simulated background and LQ signal events.

7.1 Data sets

The total data set recorded between 2016 and 2018 corresponds to an integrated luminosity of
approximately 138 fb−1 at

√
s = 13TeV. Only data events that are fully certified for physics

analysis by the CMS Data Quality Monitoring team are selected for use in this analysis. The
data sets provided by the CMS Data Aggregation System with their respective LHC run-number
ranges and integrated luminosity for physics analysis are listed per year in Table 7.1.

Table 7.1: LHC run number ranges and corresponding integrated luminosity L recorded by
CMS and certified for physics analysis.

Run number range L [ fb−1]
272007–284044 36.3
297020–306462 41.5
315252–325175 59.7

The LQ search in this thesis targets five out of six ττ decay channels: τhτh, eτh, µτh, eµ,
and µµ. This analysis makes use of data that was collected with three different types of triggers
depending on the channel, as listed in Table 7.2:

Table 7.2: Triggers used to target the various ττ decay channels.
Trigger type Online pT thresholds [GeV] ττ decay channel
Single electron 25 or 27 in 2016 eτh

36 in 2017
33 or 36 in 2018

Single isolated muon 25 in 2016 µτh, eµ, µµ
25 or 28 in 2017 & 2017

Double τh objects (PF or HPS) 35 in 2016 τhτh
35 or 40 in 2017 & 2018

In most years, multiple triggers of the same type are combined inclusively for complementarity
and optimal efficiency. Because it is difficult to model the trigger efficiency as a function of
pT around the online pT threshold (turn on), the offline minimum-pT requirement for physics
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analysis is increased with respect to the online pT threshold of the fired trigger by 1GeV for
muons and electrons, and 5GeV for τh objects. As the pT threshold varied between triggers of
the same type, the offline pT requirement is decided based on the trigger with the lowest pT

threshold that also fired. Some single-electron or double-τh triggers were limited to |η| < 2.1, and
if in an event only a trigger with this restriction was satisfied, then the |η| of the corresponding
object is required to be below 2.1.

7.2 Event simulation

Event generators use the so-called Monte Carlo (MC) method that mimics the probabilistic
nature of these processes with (pseudo-)random generators [308]. With this practical method,
pp collision data are generated event by event, from the pp collisions themselves up to the
resulting signals that would be produced in the detector.

The simulation of pp collision data involves several steps. First, the main, hard scattering
process is generated. Short-lived particles such as the W and Z boson are decayed according to
their branching ratios. This hard process corresponds to a process at high energy, or equivalently
at a short length scale. At these scales, interactions are well above the QCD confinement scale,
and perturbation theory can be used.

Figure 7.1: Schematic diagram explaining event generation of two colliding protons, coming
in from the sides, with a hard process in red and the proton remnants in purple undergoing
multiple particle interactions. Initial- and final-state radiation (ISR, FSR) is added to the whole
event, shown in blue and red, respectively. The partons are then hadronized (light green) and
undergo further decay (dark green). Retrieved from [307].
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Then parton showering is performed: Initial- and final-state radiation (ISR, FSR) are sim-
ulated. These are the emissions of lighter particles like photons, gluons, or quarks that can
happen before or after the hard scattering process. Some generator programs will already gen-
erate ISR before the parton showering algorithm, and special matching and merging algorithms
are needed to prevent overcounting of these types of partons.

The third step is hadronization, or fragmentation, wherein the partons (quarks and gluons)
form colorless hadrons, which may decay further. Jet production can be safely separated from
the hard process during simulation, since it happens at a much longer distance scale (> 1 fm).
It cannot, however, be understood from first principles with perturbative QCD, so phenomeno-
logical models are used. The previous steps are considered to be simulation at generator level
and are shown in Fig. 7.1. The parton showering, fragmentation, underlying event, as well as τ
decays are modeled by pythia for most simulated event samples in the CMS Collaboration. The
pythia parameters affecting the description of the underlying event are set to the CUETP8M1
(CP5) tune for all 2016 (2017 and 2018) samples [309, 310], except for the 2016 tt sample, for
which CUETP8M2T4 [311] is used. These tunes model the observed particle production in LHC
collisions.

The next steps are to simulate the interactions of the resulting particles with the detector
material and the subsequent detector response. The interaction with the CMS detector is simu-
lated by Geant4 [316] for the main samples of physics analyses. Also, additional pp interactions
are added as pileup, which is generated with pythia.

Finally, the simulated detector response is processed by the same reconstruction software as
data. The final output is simulated pp collision data that can be compared to observed data to
understand its composition, compare to SM expectation, make measurements, etc. A priori, the
modeling of the detector is not perfect, so corrections need to be derived from measurements
in independent subsets of the collected data. Furthermore, some processes are approximated
with a subset (a “lower order”) of the possible Feynman diagrams for practical reasons, and need
corrections to their kinematic distributions, which are derived from high-order predictions, or
measured in observed data. This will be discussed in more detail in Chapters 8 & 9.

Event generation is described in more detail in Refs. [13, p. 717], [317] and [308].

7.3 Backgrounds

There are several backgrounds for analyses that target final states with two τ leptons, and per-
haps a (bottom) jet. The dominant backgrounds are Drell-Yan, tt, and the quark or gluon jets
misidentified as τh decays, which include mainly W+ jets and QCD-induced multi-jet produc-
tion.

The Drell-Yan process Z/γ∗ → ℓ+ℓ− produces a pair of τ leptons one third of the time, and
has a large peak with a mass around that of the Z boson. In addition to the production of a real
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Figure 7.2: Examples of Feynman diagrams for Drell-Yan without partons (left) and plus one
parton origination from an initial state radiation (ISR), which can be a gluon or quark (middle
and right) [312, 313].
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pair of τ leptons, one of the electrons (muons) from Z/γ∗ → e+e− (µ+µ−) can be misidentified
as a τh candidate, although this background is efficiently suppressed with the DeepTau lepton
discriminators. Extra high-pT jets that are produced by ISR or FSR in Drell-Yan (Figs. 2.8
& 7.2) can be misidentified as τh objects. Besides the application of the DeepTau anti-jet
discriminator, this background can be suppressed by vetoing events with “extra” electrons or
muons that were not selected as candidates consistent with τ decay. Therefore, we will refer to
“Z+ jets” as Drell-Yan for short.

Top quark pairs are copiously produced at the LHC (Fig. 7.3), and primarily decay via
tt → bb̄W+W−. Their final state therefore can also contain real τ leptons, or lighter leptons
and jets that fake τh decays. Furthermore, especially event selections that require high-pT b jets
will create a sample with a large fraction of tt events.

A large amount of j → τh fake background originates from W+ jets and QCD-induced multi-
jet production. Due to its lepton plus jet(s) final state, W+ jets is prevalent in eτh and µτh.
QCD events may also contain real leptons from hadron decays in addition to quark and gluon
jets. On the other hand, QCD is an almost negligible background in the dileptonic channels
like µµ and eµ. Often, data-driven methods are used to estimate the QCD multijet or j → τh
background in analyses with τ leptons because the misidentification rate and all its dependencies
are hard to model from simulation. Simulated QCD samples also have larger uncertainties, and
are less practical to use. The two methods used by this thesis are discussed in Chapter 11.

7.3.1 Simulated backgrounds

All the simulated background samples used in this thesis are listed in Table 7.3. The W+ jets
samples are used for several studies, but in the main LQ analysis, it is included via the data-
driven method to model the total j → τh fake background. The data-driven methods are de-
scribed in Chapter 11.

The W+ jets and Z+ jets processes are generated with MadGraph [318] at LO precision.
The MLM jet matching and merging scheme [319] is used to match partons between MadGraph
and pythia and prevent overcounting. To increase the number of simulated Drell-Yan and
W + jets events with high jet multiplicity, samples that are generated with a fixed number of
partons in the hard process at MadGraph level are included. The Z+ jets samples generated
at NLO by MadGraph5_amc@nlo [320] are used for one part of the LQ analysis to gain a
higher number of events at high invariant mass. The production of tt and singly produced top
quarks is simulated with the powheg [321–323] 2.0 and 1.0 generators, respectively, at NLO
precision [324–327]. Diboson production is generated at LO with pythia 8 [328, 329]. The
NNPDF3.0 PDF sets [330] are used with all generators for 2016 samples, and the order of the
set is matched to that of the matrix element calculations. For 2017 and 2018 samples, the
NNPDF3.1 [69] sets were used.
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Table 7.3: Summary of simulated SM backgrounds, including generator(s) and cross sections
(for 2017 & 2018 samples with the CP5 tune). Drell-Yan and W+ jets samples with “+n jets”
refer to a fixed number of partons, n, at the level of the hard process in MadGraph.

Process Generators Cross section σ [pb]

Drell-Yan, Z/γ∗ → ℓ+ℓ−, LO
+ jets, 10 < mℓℓ < 50GeV MadGraph, pythia 15810.0 (LO), 18610.0 (NLO)
+ jets, mℓℓ > 50GeV MadGraph, pythia 5343.0 (LO), 6077.2 (NNLO)
+ 1 jets, mℓℓ > 50GeV MadGraph, pythia 877.8 (LO)
+ 2 jets, mℓℓ > 50GeV MadGraph, pythia 304.4 (LO)
+ 3 jets, mℓℓ > 50GeV MadGraph, pythia 111.5 (LO)
+ 4 jets, mℓℓ > 50GeV MadGraph, pythia 44.05 (LO)
Drell-Yan, Z/γ∗ → ℓ+ℓ−, NLO
+ jets, mℓℓ ∈ [100, 200[GeV amc@nlo, pythia 247.8 (NLO)
+ jets, mℓℓ ∈ [200, 400[GeV amc@nlo, pythia 8.502 (NLO)
+ jets, mℓℓ ∈ [400, 500[GeV amc@nlo, pythia 0.4514 (NLO)
+ jets, mℓℓ ∈ [500, 700[GeV amc@nlo, pythia 0.2558 (NLO)
+ jets, mℓℓ ∈ [700, 800[GeV amc@nlo, pythia 0.04023 (NLO)
+ jets, mℓℓ ∈ [800, 1000[GeV amc@nlo, pythia 0.03406 (NLO)
+ jets, mℓℓ ∈ [1000, 1500[GeV amc@nlo, pythia 0.01828 (NLO)
+ jets, mℓℓ ∈ [1500, 2000[GeV amc@nlo, pythia 0.002367 (NLO)
+ jets, mℓℓ ∈ [2000, 3000[GeV amc@nlo, pythia 5.409× 10−4 (NLO)
+ jets, mℓℓ ∈ [3000,∞[GeV amc@nlo, pythia 3.048× 10−5 (NLO)
W+ jets, W → ℓν
+ jets MadGraph, pythia 52940.0 (LO), 61526.7 (NLO)
+ 1 jets MadGraph, pythia 8104.0 (LO)
+ 2 jets MadGraph, pythia 2793.0 (LO)
+ 3 jets MadGraph, pythia 992.5 (LO)
+ 4 jets MadGraph, pythia 544.3 (LO)
tt + jets 833.9 (NNLO)
Fully leptonic powheg, pythia 88.29 (NNLO), B = 10.6%
Semi-leptonic powheg, pythia 365.35 (NNLO), B = 43.9%
Fully Hadronic powheg, pythia 377.96 (NNLO), B = 45.4%

Single top
t + W− powheg, pythia 35.85 (NNLO)
t̄ + W+ powheg, pythia 35.85 (NNLO)
Single t, t channel powheg, pythia 136.02 (NNLO)
Single t̄, t channel powheg, pythia 80.95 (NNLO)
Diboson
WW pythia 75.88 (LO)
WZ pythia 27.60 (LO)
ZZ pythia 12.14 (LO)
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7.3.2 Cross sections

Table 7.3 also lists the theoretical cross sections σ for each sample. In order to obtain the
expected yield for a given integrated luminosity L, the events of each sample are weighted by a
normalized factor

Z =
Lσ

Ntot
, (7.1)

where Ntot is the total number of simulated events. If a sample is generated at a high order,
events typically have a nonconstant generator weight wgen. Formula (7.1) then, will be slightly
rewritten to

Z =
Lσ∑
wgen

wgen. (7.2)

The LO cross sections of the Z+ jets and W+ jets samples in Table 7.3 are computed with
MadGraph and the CP5 tune for the 2017 and 2018 samples. The 2016 samples with the
CUETP8M1 tune have slightly different cross sections at LO. I used the fewz [331] program to
compute the Z+ jets cross section at NNLO in perturbative QCD, and with NLO electroweak
corrections. The tt+jets cross section was computed with the Top++v2.0 program [332, 333] at
NNLO and at next-to-next-to-leading logarithmic (NNLL) accuracy. The W+ jets production
is normalized with cross sections computed at NLO accuracy.

7.4 Simulated LQ signals

To search for LQs coupling to b quarks and τ leptons (“LQ → bτ signal”), this thesis targets
the different modes of production introduced in Section 3.4.3: the single and pair production of
such an LQ, as well as the nonresonant production of a τ pair through the t-channel exchange of
an LQ mediator. For brevity, the latter will be referred to simply as “nonresonant production”
in this thesis. The Feynman diagrams of these processes are shown in Fig. 7.4. Furthermore,
this analysis considers both scalar and vector models, each with one mass parameter and one
coupling strength between the LQ and a pair of fermions. For the vector model, one additional
QCD coupling parameter is taken into account.

Direct LQ searches at the LHC frequently use a parameter β to quantify the branching fraction
for an LQ decays to a charged leptons (rather than a neutrino). For a purely third-generation
LQ, with sufficient mass to decay to either bτ or tντ, β is defined such that

β = B(LQ → bτ) = 1− B(LQ → tντ). (7.3)

If mLQ ≫ mt, β is approximately the relative coupling strength of the LQ to bτ or tντ. The
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Figure 7.4: Examples of LO Feynman diagrams of the LQ → bτ signal: LQ pair production
(left), single LQ production (center two), as well as nonresonant production of two τ-leptons
with the LQ in the t channel (right).
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LQ → bτ search can therefore be classified as the case with β = 1.
The simulated signal events are generated at LO precision using the MadGraph 2.6.1 [318]

event generator with Universal FeynRules Output (UFO) models provided by theorists, which
are explained in more detail below. The events are generated with the LO NNPDF3.1 PDF
set NNPDF31_lo_as_0130, and the five-flavor scheme (5FS), wherein the PDF of the b quark is
included. As with the backgrounds, pythia 8 is used for the parton showering, hadronization, τ
lepton decay, and modeling of the underlying event. The factorization and renormalization scales
are fixed to the LQ mass for the resonant signals, as per convention, while for the nonresonant
production, they are allowed to run dynamically.

7.4.1 Scalar LQ models & samples

The UFO model for the simulation of the scalar-LQ signal is based on a simplified version of the
R̃2 model, which is available from Ref. [334]. As shown in Table 3.1 in Section 3.4, the R̃2 model
consists of two scalar LQs that form a doublet under SU(2)L: one with charge Q = ±2/3 and one
with charge Q = ∓1/3. The UFO model only considers the LQ with Q = ±2/3, and assumes
this LQ can only decay to SM particles of the same generation, thus excluding right-handed
neutrinos and cross-generational couplings. This leaves couplings λqℓ to one down-type quark q
and one charged lepton ℓ, namely to de, sµ, or bτ. There are four model-dependent parameters
that are set as follows for event generation.

• The Yukawa coupling of the LQ to the b quark and τ lepton is set to λbτ = 1, while
the Yukawa couplings to first and second generation fermions are set to λde = 0 = λsµ,
respectively. Therefore, the LQ becomes a purely third-generation LQ, and we write
λ ..= λbτ from now on as the only LQ-fermion coupling. This is the convention also used
in the previous CMS analysis searching for LQ production [335].

• The following set of LQ mass values are chosen: mLQ = 600, 800, 1000, 1200, 1400, 1600,
2000 GeV. For the nonresonant process, the set of mass points are further extended with
2500, 3000, 4000, 5000, 7000, 10000GeV.

The decay width Γ of the LQ is generated automatically by the UFO model for each mass point
based on the above parameters, following the LO equation, which for a single Yukawa coupling
λ, and negligible fermion masses is

Γ =
λ2mLQ

16π
. (7.4)

The only LQ-fermion interaction term left in the Lagrangian then, is

L ⊃ λbRτLS + h.c., (7.5)

where S is the scalar LQ. The model properties and parameters are summarized in Table 7.4.
The decay of the LQ is prompt, i.e., there is no need to consider long-lived LQs. Below

λ ≲ 1.5, the direct production of an LQ can be considered a narrow resonance. Above that,
the width of the LQ becomes so wide as to smear out the resonance and degrade the overall
sensitivity. Therefore, extra samples of single LQ production with λ = 1.5, 2.0 and 2.5 are
generated to take into account the wider mass distribution of the LQ → bτ resonance, Mbτ.
However, when λ > 1 a pole appears at Mbτ = 0, which roughly grows with λ4. Most of these
events produce low-momentum particles and do not pass the signal selection, or appear in the
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Table 7.4: Summary of properties and parameter settings in the UFO models used for event
generation of single and pair LQ production. See Section 3.4 for a general discussion of LQ
models.

Property / Parameter LQ_UFO [334] VectorLQ_UFO [336, 337]

Model Scalar R̃2 Vector U1

SU(3)C × SU(2)L ×U(1)Y (3,2, 1/6) (3,1, 2/3)

Charge ±2/3 ±2/3

Decays LQ → de, sµ, bτ LQ → bτ, tντ

Mass
mLQ = 600, 800, 1000, 1200, mLQ = 500, 800, 1100, 1400,

1400, 1600, 2000GeV 1700, 2000, 2300GeV

LQ-fermion coupling strengths λde = 0 = λsµ, λbτ = 1 gbL = 0.1 = gtL

Nonmininal coupling strength — κ = 1

Width Γ ≈ λ2bτmLQ

16π
Γ ≈ (gbL

2 + gtL
2)mLQ

24π

region (high-SMET
T ) where the LQ → bτ analysis is most sensitive. Still, due to the size of the

pole, enough events do pass the selections to increase the final yield, competing with the effect of
decreased sensitivity due to the broader width. This is shown in Fig. 7.5. Note that MadGraph
has a mass window around the generator mass, called the Breit-Wigner (BW) cutoff. By default,
this cutoff is set to 15 times the LQ width, such that each generated event is forced to have

mLQ − 15Γ < Mbτ < mLQ + 15Γ (7.6)

In the event generation of single single scalar-LQ production with λ = 2.0 and 2.5, this is set to
30 times the LQ width to capture the pole at Mbτ = 0.

The samples are produced with about 250 000 events per mass point.
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Figure 7.5: Generator-level distributions of Mbτ spectrum in single LQ production for different
values of λ. A pole appears at Mbτ = 0. By default, the BW cutoff in MadGraph is set to 15
times the LQ width, like in the generator-level study used to produce these plots. In the event
generation of single scalar production at high λ this cutoff is set to 30 instead.
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7.4.2 Vector LQ models & samples

To generate the vector-LQ signal, the UFO model presented in Ref. [336] is used. It is available
from Refs. [337], or Ref. [338]. It is based on the U1 model, wherein the LQ is a SU(2)L singlet.
The UFO model has simplified couplings to fermions: The LQ couples only to a b quark and
τ lepton (top quark and ντ) with a coupling strength gbL (gtL). The Lagrangian contains only
left-handed couplings:

L ⊃ gbLbLγµτLU
µ
1 + gtLtLγµντLU

µ
1 + h.c. (7.7)

with only left-handed fermions. (Note that some papers use a different normalization, λ =

g/
√
2.) As explained above, we adopt the benchmark where the coupling λ ≡ gbL = 1, and β = 1,

such that gtL = 0. There remains only one LQ-fermion interaction term in the Lagrangian:

L ⊃ λbLγµτLU
µ
1 + h.c. (7.8)

The width at LO then simply becomes

Γ =
λ2mLQ

24π
. (7.9)

The model has an additional parameter κ, which is the nonminimal coupling [336], which is not
present in the scalar model. It is defined as

L ⊃ −igsκU †
1µT

aU1µG
µν
a . (7.10)

The κ parameter captures some of the dependence on specific models with UV completion. This
analysis considers the scenarios of κ = 1, which corresponds to the Yang-Mills case, and κ = 0,
which is the case of minimal coupling. The kinematics of pair and nonresonant production do
not depend on κ. For the case of single production, there is a difference for λ > 1 that is
discussed below. Therefore, separate samples are produced.

The cards with the settings for MadGraph generation are available on GitHub [339, 340].
Each sample has about 1 million events. For practical reasons, these samples were shared with
the analysis in Ref. [341], which uses the β = 0.5 benchmark. Therefore, the settings gbL = gtL

were used, and the vector-LQ is allow to decay to tντ roughly 50% of the time. To get a pure
β = 1 sample for this analysis, each signal event is required to have zero top quarks at generator
level. The samples have vector-LQ mass values 500, 800, 1100, 1400, 1700, 2000, 2300GeV. As
was done for the scalar samples, the samples of nonresonant production are further extended up
to 10000 GeV, and extra samples of single vector-LQ production with λ = 1.5, 2.0 and 2.5 are
generated to take into account of wider LQ mass distribution and low-Mbτ pole.

The event generation of nonresonant production in the vector model is done with β = 1, with
about 250 000 events per mass point. The above-mentioned UFO model is slightly modified to
allow for nonresonant ττ production. The modified version is available in Ref. [342]. The same
mass points are produced, with β set to 1. Events are generated assuming no interference with
the SM Drell-Yan process, as the reduction of the signal yield in sensitive regions of the analysis
is less than 5% for λ > 1 [237].

Table 7.4 again summarizes the model parameters, while Table 7.5 lists the UFO models used
for event generation. Figure 7.6 summarizes which for points in the λ-mass phase space samples
are produced.
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Table 7.5: Summary of UFO models used to generate events of different LQ production modes,
and compute their respective cross sections. Everything is generated with LO accuracy, except
for the case indicated with (*), which is computed at NLO.
Production mode Event generation Cross section computation

Scalar
Single LQ_UFO [334] LQ_UFO [334]
Pair LQ_UFO [334] Leptokvark_NLO* [336, 338]
Nonres. LQ_UFO [334] LQ_UFO [334]
Vector
Single VectorLQ_UFO [336, 337] VectorLQ_UFO [336, 337]
Pair VectorLQ_UFO [336, 337] VectorLQ_UFO [336, 337]
Nonres. VectorLQ_UFO_tchannel [336, 342] VectorLQ_UFO_tchannel [336, 342]
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Figure 7.6: Summary of generated single LQ production samples in this analysis. Note that
λ > 1 and/or κ = 0 samples are only generated for single LQ production, and all nonresonant
samples have λ = 1. Below λ < 1.5 (green), the width in single production can be safely ignored.

For the vector-LQ scenario, the B anomalies imply a coupling of roughly

λ = (0.59± 0.20)× mLQ

TeV
. (7.11)

This relationship was determined by the authors of Refs. [113] and [231] with the method
explained in Section 3.4.2.

7.4.3 Study of the LQ → bτ signal

To better understand the LQ → bτ signal, we have performed several studies of the generator-
level distributions. These are shown in Figs 7.7–7.9 for single production, Figs 7.10 and 7.11
for pair production, and Figs. 7.12 and 7.13 for nonresonant production. The vector and scalar
scenarios with mLQ = 600, 1000 and 2000GeV are compared.

Most noteworthy for an LQ → bτ search is the fact that the τ leptons in each production
mode have a hard pT distribution (see Figs 7.8, 7.10, and 7.12). This includes τ leptons that are
produced in association with a single LQ. For resonant production modes, the pT distributions of
the τ lepton from LQ decay strongly depend on the LQ mass, with the bulk above pT > 100GeV.
The same is true for the b quark from LQ decay (Figs. 7.7 and 7.10), and the leading jet in the
events of single and pair production (Figs. 7.9 and 7.11). For nonresonant production on the
other hand, the distributions depend little on the LQ mass: The biggest difference is that the
distributions of the τ lepton pT and the invariant mass between the two τ leptons are slightly
shifted towards higher values for higher masses, as can be seen in Fig 7.12. Above roughly
mLQ ≳ 2500GeV, the kinematic distributions become almost identical, as the t-channel process
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Figure 7.7: Generator-level distributions of single LQ production in the scalar- (solid line) and
vector-LQ model (dashed line). Top: pT (left) and η (right) of the LQ. Middle: pT (left) and η
(right) of the b quark from LQ decay. Bottom: pT (left) and η (right) of the b quark produced
in association (i.e., not from LQ decay).
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Figure 7.8: Generator-level distributions of the τ leptons from single LQ production in the
scalar- (solid line) and vector-LQ model (dashed line). Top row: pT (left) and η (right) of the
τ leptons from LQ decay. Second row: pT (left) and η (right) of the τ leptons produced in
association. Third row: Opening angles ∆η (left) and ∆R (right) between the two τ leptons.
Bottom row: Opening angles ∆η (left) and ∆R (right) of LQ → bτ decay.
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Figure 7.9: Generator-level distributions of single LQ production in the scalar- (solid line) and
vector-LQ model (dashed line). Top row: Invariant mass between the two τ leptons (left) and
the visible τ decay products (right). Second row: Multiplicity of jets with pT > 30GeV and
|η| < 4.7 (left) and b quarks with pT > 30GeV and |η| < 2.5 (right). Third row: pmiss

T (left)
and scalar sum of jet pT (right). Bottom row: Leading (left) and subleading jet pT (right)
with |η| < 4.7.
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Figure 7.10: Generator-level distributions of LQ pair production for the scalar- (solid line) and
vector-LQ model. Top row: pT (left) and η (right) of the LQ. Second row: pT (left) and η
(right) of the b quark from LQ decay. Third row: pT (left) and η (right) of the τ lepton from
LQ decay. Bottom row: Opening angles ∆η (left) and ∆R (right) of LQ → bτ decay.

81



0 500 1000 1500 2000 2500

 [GeV]ττm

0

0.02

0.04

0.06

0.08

0.1

0.12

0.14

0.16

A
.U

. (13 TeV)Private work (CMS simulation)

Scalar, M = 600 GeV
Vector, M = 600 GeV
Scalar, M = 1400 GeV
Vector, M = 1400 GeV
Scalar, M = 2000 GeV
Vector, M = 2000 GeV

τ b→LQ pair production, LQ 

0 500 1000 1500 2000 2500

 [GeV]ττ
vism

0

0.05

0.1

0.15

0.2

0.25

0.3

A
.U

. (13 TeV)Private work (CMS simulation)

Scalar, M = 600 GeV
Vector, M = 600 GeV
Scalar, M = 1400 GeV
Vector, M = 1400 GeV
Scalar, M = 2000 GeV
Vector, M = 2000 GeV

τ b→LQ pair production, LQ 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
| < 4.7)η > 30 GeV, |TNumber of gen. jets (p

0

0.05

0.1

0.15

0.2

0.25

0.3

0.35

0.4

A
.U

. (13 TeV)Private work (CMS simulation)

Scalar, M = 600 GeV
Vector, M = 600 GeV
Scalar, M = 1400 GeV
Vector, M = 1400 GeV
Scalar, M = 2000 GeV
Vector, M = 2000 GeV

τ b→LQ pair production, LQ 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6
| < 2.5)η > 30 GeV, |TNumber of b quarks (p

0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1

A
.U

. (13 TeV)Private work (CMS simulation)

Scalar, M = 600 GeV
Vector, M = 600 GeV
Scalar, M = 1400 GeV
Vector, M = 1400 GeV
Scalar, M = 2000 GeV
Vector, M = 2000 GeV

τ b→LQ pair production, LQ 

0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 9001000

MET [GeV]

0

0.02

0.04

0.06

0.08

0.1

0.12

0.14

0.16

0.18

A
.U

. (13 TeV)Private work (CMS simulation)

Scalar, M = 600 GeV
Vector, M = 600 GeV
Scalar, M = 1400 GeV
Vector, M = 1400 GeV
Scalar, M = 2000 GeV
Vector, M = 2000 GeV

τ b→LQ pair production, LQ 

0 500 1000 1500 2000 2500 3000 3500 4000

| < 4.7) [GeV]η > 30 GeV, |
jet
T (pjet

Tp∑
0

0.02

0.04

0.06

0.08

0.1

0.12

0.14

A
.U

. (13 TeV)Private work (CMS simulation)

Scalar, M = 600 GeV
Vector, M = 600 GeV
Scalar, M = 1400 GeV
Vector, M = 1400 GeV
Scalar, M = 2000 GeV
Vector, M = 2000 GeV

τ b→LQ pair production, LQ 

0 500 1000 1500 2000
 [GeV]TLeading gen. jet p

0

0.02

0.04

0.06

0.08

0.1

0.12

0.14

0.16

A
.U

. (13 TeV)Private work (CMS simulation)

Scalar, M = 600 GeV
Vector, M = 600 GeV
Scalar, M = 1400 GeV
Vector, M = 1400 GeV
Scalar, M = 2000 GeV
Vector, M = 2000 GeV

τ b→LQ pair production, LQ 

0 500 1000 1500 2000
 [GeV]TSubleading gen. jet p

0

0.02

0.04

0.06

0.08

0.1

0.12

0.14

0.16

0.18

0.2

0.22

A
.U

. (13 TeV)Private work (CMS simulation)

Scalar, M = 600 GeV
Vector, M = 600 GeV
Scalar, M = 1400 GeV
Vector, M = 1400 GeV
Scalar, M = 2000 GeV
Vector, M = 2000 GeV

τ b→LQ pair production, LQ 

Figure 7.11: Generator-level distributions of LQ pair production in the scalar- (solid line) and
vector-LQ model (dashed line). Top row: Invariant mass between the two τ leptons (left) and
the visible τ decay products (right). Second row: Multiplicity of jets with pT > 30GeV and
|η| < 4.7 (left) and b quarks with pT > 30GeV and |η| < 2.5 (right). Third row: pmiss

T (left)
and scalar sum of jet pT (right). Bottom row: Leading (left) and subleading jet pT (right)
with |η| < 4.7.
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Figure 7.12: Generator-level distributions of the τ leptons in nonresonant ττ production
through the t-channel exchange of an LQ in the scalar- (solid line) and vector-LQ model (dashed
line). Top row: pT (left) and η (right) of the leading τ lepton. Second row: pT (left) and η
(right) of the subleading τ lepton. Third row: ∆η (left) and ∆R between the two τ leptons
(right). Bottom row: Invariant mass between the two τ leptons (left) and the visible τ decay
products (right).
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Figure 7.13: Generator-level distributions of nonresonant ττ production through the t-channel
exchange of an LQ in the scalar- (solid line) and vector-LQ model (dashed line). Top row:
Multiplicity of jets with pT > 30GeV and |η| < 4.7 (left) and b quarks with pT > 30GeV
and |η| < 2.5 (right). Second row: pmiss

T (left) and scalar sum of jet pT (right). Third row:
Leading (left) and subleading jet pT (right) with |η| < 4.7. Bottom row: pT (left) and η (right)
of a b quark produced in association (e.g., from gluon splitting).
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becomes effectively a four-fermion contact interaction. The only difference between them is
the theoretical cross section, which naively scales with σ ∝ (λ/mLQ)

4, in analogue to Fermi’s
interaction discussed in Section 3.3.1.

Another interesting difference between the resonant (i.e., single and pair) and nonresonant
production modes is the number of high-pT jets: Events from single and pair production typically
have two or more jets with a pT > 30GeV and |η| < 5, mostly from the b quarks and hadronic
radiation, while those of nonresonant production mostly have fewer than two. Furthermore, the
resonant production modes have two or more b quarks in the final state, as is apparent from
Figs 7.9, 7.11 and 7.13. In pair production, both b quarks originate from LQs, whereas in the
case of single production, a second b quark is often produced from gluon splitting. Meanwhile, a
large fraction of nonresonant production has two b quarks in the final state from gluon splitting.
although these b quarks tend to be very soft and not traverse the barrel detector where b tagging
is possible (Fig. 7.13). This fact and the big difference in number of high-pT jets makes it possible
to define orthogonal categories which can efficiently separate the resonant and nonresonant signal
with negligible cross contamination of the different signals.

Lastly, in all production modes, the τ-lepton pairs tend to be produced back-to-back in terms
of ∆ϕ and ∆R.

7.4.4 Cross sections of LQ production

All cross sections are computed by MadGraph at LO according to the UFO model used for
event generation, with the only except being scalar pair production, which is computed by
MadGraph5_amc@nlo at NLO [336]. For single scalar production, the Leptokvark_NLO
UFO model [336, 338] offers NLO cross sections as well, but these cannot take into account
the above-mentioned pole that appears at low Mbτ values. The models used for cross section
computation are summarized in Table 7.5. In the case of the vector model, gbL = 1 and gtL = 0

are set. In all cases, the PDF set NNPDF31_lo_as_0130 is used. The cross sections of each
production mode and their sum as a function of LQ mass for λ = 1 and 2.5 are shown in
Fig. 7.14.

In the case of single and nonresonant production, the cross sections depend on λ, while pair
production does not. The cross sections of pair and single vector LQ production depend on the
nonminimal coupling κ, and so are calculated for κ = 0 and 1. The cross section for nonresonant
production does not depend on κ.

We use the following notation for single, pair, and nonresonant production:

σsingle = σ(pp → τLQ), (7.12)

σpair = σ(pp → LQLQ), (7.13)

σnonres = σ(pp → ττ), (7.14)

respectively. For maximal sensitivity, these three production modes are treated as one signal.
Therefore, this analysis derives an upper limit on the sum of their cross sections:

σtot = σsingle + σpair + σnonres (7.15)

As single and pair production share very similar final states, the optimization for the final signal
selections targeting their combination in Section 10.2, is based on the expected upper limit on
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Table 7.6: Summary of the cross section (σ) and kinematic (kin.) dependence on coupling
strength λ (scalar and vector) and nonminimal coupling κ (vector only).

Parameter Pair Single Nonresonant

λ
σpair independent σsingle ∝ λ2 (on BW peak, or λ ≤ 1) σnonres ∝ λ4

Kin. independent Width and low-Mbτ pole (negl. for λ < 1.5) Independent

κ
σpair dependent σsingle dependent σnonres independent
Kin. independent Kin. dependent (negl. for λ < 1.5) Kin. independent

the sum of their cross sections in the absence of a signal:

σres = σsingle + σpair, (7.16)

where “res” stands for “resonant production”.
As discussed in Section 3.4.3, cross sections have different dependencies on λ: The single

production of an on-shell LQ will depend on λ as σsingle ∝ λ2, while the nonresonant production
scales with σnonres ∼ λ4. We can therefore derive the upper limits as function of both mLQ and
λ, by using the fact that

σsingle = λ2σsingle
λ=1 (7.17)

σpair = σpair
λ=1 (7.18)

σnonres = λ4σnonres
λ=1 (7.19)

σtot = λ2σsingle
λ=1 + σpair

λ=1 + λ4σnonres
λ=1 (7.20)

However, for λ > 1.0, a large pole appears at values in the Mbτ spectrum of the single LQ
production, as was shown in Fig. 7.5. To take into account the extra events of this pole, the
cross sections for single production are recomputed for λ = 1.5, 2.0, and 2.5. At high λ > 1,
the BW peak of the on-shell LQ still grows with λ2, but the Mbτ = 0 pole scales with roughly
λ4. In the computation of the single production cross section, the same BW cut is used as is in
event generation. Table 7.6 summarizes how the kinematic behavior and cross section of each
production mode depends on the λ and κ parameters.

The exact method of extracting the signal and deriving upper limits on the cross section and
Yukawa coupling λ will be discussed in Section 12.
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Figure 7.14: Cross section of LQ production in pp collisions at 13TeV, through single, pair
and nonresonant production, for the scalar (top) and vector model with κ = 1 (middle) and 0
(bottom), and assuming λ = 1 (right) or 2.5 (left). The nonresonant cross section scales with
λ4.
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8 Corrections to Simulated Events

Simulated data has various mismodelings, which include imperfect reconstruction and identifica-
tion of particles, unsimulated effects of detector noise, and the inaccurate modeling of the effects
of pileup. Differences between observed and simulated data can also be due to the limited accu-
racy of MC generation. This section describes several methods to derive and apply corrections
to simulated events in order to improve the agreement between the background expectation and
the observed data. I have derived a number of these myself, such as the Z pT corrections. Others
were derived by the designated Physics Object Groups (POGs) within CMS. Corrections to τh
objects will be discussed in Chapter 9.

8.1 Pileup reweighting

Pileup reweighting is applied to simulated events so that simulated events have the same dis-
tribution of the number of PVs per event as the data they are representing. In doing this, the
multiplicity of particles and the energy deposited in the various sub-detectors in simulated events
is expected to better match the data. This is done with the “true pileup reweighting method”.
The “true pileup” is the mean of the Poisson distribution from which the number of interactions
per bunch crossing has been sampled. This variable is reweighted in 100 bins between 0 to 100
such that it matches the estimated number of PVs during data taking. The mean pileup in “real”
data is estimated from dedicated instantaneous luminosity measurements and assuming a total
pp inelastic cross section of σinel

pp = 69.2mb with an uncertainty of 4.6%. The total inelastic
cross section is often referred to as the minimum bias cross section in this context.

The pileup profiles and the resulting weight (i.e., data/simulation ratio) are shown in Fig. 8.1,
for different assumptions of the minimum bias cross section. While pileup reweighting improves
the agreement between the observed and simulated number of PVs, discrepancies are still present,
as this method is mostly correlated with the estimation of the median pT density, ρ, which shows
better improvement. Furthermore, this method does not take into account the efficiency of PV
reconstruction. The residual discrepancy in number of PVs should, however, not affect the LQ

search, because the variables under study are more strongly correlated with ρ, rather than the
number of PVs.

8.2 Triggers efficiencies

Trigger efficiencies are measured in both real and simulated data. Scale factors (SFs) are de-
rived from their ratio that are used to reweight simulated events for improving agreement with
observed efficiencies.

The efficiencies for the single-electron and single-muon trigger are measured with the tag-and-
probe method [257, 278, 343, 344], which aims to collect an unbiased sample of “probe objects”
by tagging events with a “tag object” which is assumed to be constructed well and identified
with a minimal background.
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Figure 8.1: Distribution of the mean number of pp interactions per bunch crossing (“true
pileup”) in 2016 (left), 2017 (center) and 2018 (right). Compared are the estimated pileup profiles
in simulated and real data for different total pp inelastic (minimum-bias) cross section. The
recommended value for PU estimation within CMS is σinel

pp = 69.2mb with a 4.6% uncertainty,
while 80.0 mb is used for public comparisons with ATLAS.

Given the kinematic regime of the single-lepton triggers used in this analysis, the Z → ℓ+ℓ−

events are targeted by selecting events with two leptons that have the same flavor, opposite
charge, and an invariant mass of mℓℓ > 50GeV. Furthermore, they must each pass tight identi-
fication and isolation requirements and be separated by ∆R > 0.5. The “tag” lepton must also
match the requirement of the corresponding trigger and match a “trigger object” that caused
the trigger selection to be fulfilled. The other lepton is considered the “probe”, and is divided
into a “Fail” or “Pass” group, based on whether it caused the trigger selection to be satisfied.
Efficiencies εi are measured as a function of pT and η of the reconstructed probe lepton in data
and simulation, and the resulting SF is simply the ratio εobs/εsim.

The SFs for the double-τh trigger are obtained with a similar technique by the TauPOG. The
efficiencies in data and simulated events are fitted as a function of τh pT and decay mode for
different WPs of the DeepTau2017v2p1VSjet discriminator.

8.3 Electron & muon efficiencies

Lepton identification and isolation efficiencies are also measured in data and simulation with
a tag-and-probe method using Z → e+e− and Z → µ+µ− events [257, 278]. The tag lepton
must pass the kinematic requirements (i.e., pT and η), identification, and isolation criteria, and
match the trigger object as before, while the probe lepton has to pass at least the kinematical
requirements. The lepton identification and isolation efficiency is then defined as the number
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of probes passing the identification and isolation requirements, divided by the total number of
probes by fitting the invariant mass mℓℓ in a window around the Z peak. The SFs are again
defined as the ratio εobs/εsim binned in pT and η.

8.4 B tagging reweighting

The difference in b tagging efficiency between observed and simulated data has been taken into
account by applying a weight that is calculated on an event-by-event basis. The probability
of finding an observed or simulated event with a given collection {b} of b-tagged jets and a
collection {j} of untagged jets, is determined by the tagging efficiencies:

P (data with {j}, {b}) =
∏

{b}
εb
∏

{j}
(1− εj) (8.1)

P (simulation with {j}, {b}) =
∏

{b}
εsimb

∏

{j}
(1− εsimj ) (8.2)

where the efficiencies, or the mistag rate for jets not originating from b jets, εi and εsimi are
measured in observed and simulated data, respectively. They are parametrized according to the
jet flavor, pT, and η. The b tagging SFs have been measured by the B-tagging and Vertexing
(BTV) POG in CMS, and are defined such that εi = SFiεsimi per jet flavor i. The measurement
of the SFs are documented in Ref. [286]. The ratio of Eqs. 8.1 and 8.2 provides the total event
weight to the simulated events,

w =
P (data with {j}, {b})

P (simulation with {j}, {b}) =
∏

{b}
wb
∏

{j}
wj , (8.3)

where each jet in the event will contribute a factor term

wb = SFb (b tagged), (8.4)

wj =
1− SFjεsimj
1− εsimj

(untagged). (8.5)

The efficiencies and mistag rates may also depend on the selections, as removing the overlap
between jets and selected objects may bias the efficiencies. The efficiency and mistag rate of
b tagging of jets in simulation have therefore been measured for each of the ττ decay channels
of the LQ → bτ analysis, after removing from the jet collection jets that are within ∆R < 0.5

of electron, muon, and τh candidates that have been preselected with loose isolation criteria.
The b-tagging efficiencies in simulation are shown in Fig. 5.4 for the µτh channel as an example.
They are very similar across the different channels.

8.5 Z pT corrections

The dimuon pT distributions of Drell-Yan events generated by MadGraph at LO show sig-
nificant disagreement with observed data as recoil of the Z boson is not well modeled without
higher-order corrections. Therefore, weights are measured from data, and are applied to events
of this sample. The corrections are measured separately for each data-taking year from a dimuon
region in data that is enriched in Z → µ+µ− events. The dimuon region is defined as the set
of events that have two opposite-charge muons, where each muon is consistent with the PV of
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Figure 8.2: The dimuon pT distributions in 2018 data, before (left) and after (right) applying
the Z pT reweighting to the Drell-Yan sample generated by MadGraph with LO accuracy
(orange). Note the Drell-Yan events are reweighted such that only the shape of the distribution
is corrected, and not the overall normalization.
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Figure 8.3: The dimuon pT distributions in 2018 data, before (left) and after (right) applying
the Z pT reweighting to the Drell-Yan sample generated by MadGraph5_amc@nlo with NLO
accuracy and Mℓℓ > 100GeV (orange).

the hard process, passes the medium ID, and has a relative isolation less than Iµrel < 0.15. The
leading muon is required to pass a minimum pT cut that is 1GeV higher than the online pT

threshold of the fired single-muon trigger (see Table 7.2), while the subleading muon is required
to have pT > 15GeV. Events with additional identified and isolated electrons and muons are
discarded.

The weights are computed in bins of generator-level pµµT and mµµ such that the observed
and expected event yields match in the two-dimensional histogram of the reconstructed dimuon
pµµT versus invariant mass mµµ. In this procedure, the expected backgrounds are minor, and
are subtracted from observed data. The resulting weights are normalized in order to have a
shape-only effect, leaving the total expected Drell-Yan yield unaffected. The distributions of the
reconstructed dimuon pT before and after reweighting are shown in Fig. 8.2.

The initial agreement with the observed dimuon pT spectrum is much better for the Drell-
Yan sample generated with MadGraph5_amc@nlo, except for below 50GeV. Using a similar
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technique, weights are derived for this sample in the dimuon region, but with a mµµ > 110GeV
cut because of the minimum generator cut of this sample (see Table 7.3). The reconstructed
dimuon pT before and after reweighting are shown in Fig. 8.3. To validate the measurement
method and ensure that the results are consistent, a closure test has been performed between the
distributions predicted by the LO and NLO samples, and found good agreement after applying
their respective Z pT corrections.

8.6 Top-quark pT corrections

It has been found that the pT distribution of top quarks in tt events is softer in data than in
simulation. The weights computed by comparing the pT spectrum of the top quark generated
by NNLO and NLO generators do not improve the agreement of the kinematic distributions
between observed and expected events in the final LQ signal selections described in Chapter 10
for final states with an electron and a muon. Based on measurements of the tt cross section
in pp collisions at 13 TeV [345, 346], corrections have been derived for simulated tt events. By
fitting the difference between data and the prediction by the powheg+pythia generator, a SF
for each top quark was found to be

SF
(
pT
)
=
√

exp
(
0.0615− 0.0005 ·min

[
pT/GeV, 500

])
, (8.6)

where the SF is a function of the top-quark pT, and is taken as constant beyond pT = 500GeV.
Because tt events are a major background in the LQ search, the top-quark pT reweighting is not
applied nominally in the final signal selections, and needs to be determined from a dedicated tt
control region. For the case of the LQ analysis, this is the eµ channel, which is very pure in tt
and is expected to have a negligible amount of LQ signal. The above SF is used to produce a
reasonable shape variation of the final discriminant. The reweighting is fully constrained by the
control region in eµ. This is fitted simultaneously with the signal regions, taking into account
all the common theoretical and experimental uncertainties.

8.7 ECAL L1 prefiring

In 2016 and 2017, an increasing offset in the timing calibration of ECAL pulses was observed.
This was not properly propagated to L1 trigger primitives (TP). As a result, a significant
fraction of TPs in the forward 2 < η < 3 region were mistakenly associated to the previous
bunch crossing [347]. This prefiring effect is not taken into account in MC and has a small but
nonnegligible effect on the signal. It is therefore taken into account with an event weight that
is computed by looping over all offline photons and jets in the event and assigning to them a
prefiring probability with some uncertainty.

8.8 HEM 15/16

Due to power interruptions, HCAL endcaps HEM15 and HEM16 could no longer be operated
from Run 319077 until the end of the 2018 run. The affected region is in −3.0 < η < −1.3 and
−1.57 < ϕ < −0.87. It was checked that the failure in this region has no impact on the observed
data and simulation of the LQ → bτ search.
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9 Measurement of the τh Identification
Efficiency & Energy Scale

As argued in Chapter 6, the reconstruction and identification of τh decays are indispensable in
analyses involving τ leptons. Besides having a set of dedicated algorithms that perform well, it
is important to have a good description of data with simulation. Therefore, I have been closely
involved in several measurements of the reconstruction and identification efficiency, as well as the
τh energy scale in the TauPOG, which are used in most CMS analyses that employ τh objects.
This chapter will discuss these and other measurements.

9.1 Reconstruction & identification efficiency

There is an overestimation of up to roughly 10% of the τh efficiency of the DeepTau2017v2p1VSjet
discriminator at values close to 1, where the purity of genuine τh decay is the highest. Efficiency
SFs are therefore measured for physics analyses, and are applied to simulated τh objects that
match a hadronic decay of a τ lepton at generator level. Similar to the measurements of lepton
SFs in Sections 8.2 and 8.3, the DeepTau2017v2p1VSjet efficiency SF measurement is based on
a tag-and-probe method, using µτh event selections that target the Z → τ+τ− resonance.

9.1.1 Object & event selections

The object and event selection follows closely that of the common preselection for the µτh
channel described in more detail in Section 10.1. Events are required to have been recorded
with a single-muon trigger (see Section 7.1), and contain an identified and isolated muon that
has a pT of at least 1 GeV higher than the pT threshold of the trigger. The τh candidate must
pass the VVLoose WP of the DeepTau2017v2p1VSe discriminator, and the Tight WP of the
DeepTau2017v2p1VSmu discriminator. A tigher WP is chosen for the muon discriminator to
significantly reduce the Z → µ+µ− background. Only the following reconstructed decay modes
are considered: h±, h±π0, h±h∓h±, and h±h∓h±π0.

To further reduce the background with little loss of Z → τ+τ− events, further purification
selections are applied. First, the transverse mass of the muon and p⃗miss

T ,

mT =
√
2pµTp

miss
T (1− cos∆ϕ), (9.1)

must be below mT < 60GeV, where ∆ϕ is the angle between the muon momentum and p⃗miss
T

in the transverse plane. In addition, events are required to satisfy pmiss
ζ − 0.85pvis

ζ > −25GeV,
where pmiss

ζ is the component of the p⃗miss
T along the bisector axis ζ⃗ of the p⃗T of the lepton and

τh, while pvis
ζ is the vector sum of the lepton and τh candidate momenta, also projected on

the ζ⃗ axis [348]. This variable quantifies the compatibility of events with the topology wherein
the direction of neutrinos from the τ-lepton decays are aligned with the direction of the visible
τ-lepton decay products. This requirement is optimized to remove a substantial amount of tt

93



as well as W+ jets events. It is defined in more detail in Section 10.1.4. Finally, the maximum
separation in pseudarapidity between the muon and τh candidate is required to be |∆η| < 1.5.

A Z → µ+µ− event sample complementary to the µτh sample is created to control the
theoretical cross section in the final fit. This sample is obtained from µµ events requiring the
same trigger and muon selection criteria as for the µτh event sample. The invariant mass of the
two muons must be in a window around the Z boson mass: 60 < mµµ < 120GeV.

In addition to the Z → ℓ+ℓ− samples, a separate event sample of W∗ → τντ is created to
measure the efficiency SFs at τh pT > 100GeV, as the number of Z → τ+τ− events at high τh
pT is limited. The sample is created by selecting events with a τh object, plus large pmiss

T , and
no other hadronic jets. A W∗ → µνµ control region is also included to constrain the fiducial
cross section of W∗ production. The procedure is documented in Ref. [299].

9.1.2 Measurement

As an observable, the invariant mass mvis of the muon and τh candidates in the 50–150 GeV
range is used to fully capture the Z → τ+τ− resonance while keeping part of the sideband,
which helps to constrain the backgrounds. The SF is obtained as the parameter of interest in
a binned maximum likelihood fit [306] of the SM expectation to the observed mvis distribution
in the µτh events, and the expected to observed yield in the µµ events. The SF represents the
ratio of the observed and expected efficiency for a genuine τh object to be reconstructed and
pass the identification. Several systematic uncertainties of known sources are incorporated in
the fit as nuisance parameters. These include uncertainties in the normalization of various SM
processes, muon efficiencies, integrated luminosity, as well as uncertainties due to the limited
number of simulated events in each histogram bin. The Z → ℓ+ℓ− normalization is left freely
floating while correlating relevant systematic uncertainties like muon efficiencies and luminosity
such that they partially cancel.

Previous τh efficiency SF measurements in Run 2 instead performed a simultaneous fit with
a “Fail” region of µτh events wherein the τh candidate failed a given WP of the identification.
The expected number of events with genuine τh candidates in the Fail region was properly anti-
correlated with the events in the “Pass” region in order to constrain the SF. This did not improve
the overall fit, and was dropped for simplicity.

The fit is performed separately for each year and DeepTau2017v2p1VSjet WP, and in bins of
τh pT. The resulting pT-dependent SFs for several WPs and for 2018 data are shown in Fig. 9.1.
For the measurement in Z → τ+τ− events, the edges of the pT bins are 20, 25, 30, 35, 40, 50,
70 GeV, where the last bin includes all events with pT > 70GeV. The SFs above pT > 40GeV
have negligible pT dependency within the uncertainties, and are therefore fitted with a single
constant (shown as the red line). The uncertainties in this fit are linearly enlarged up to double
the uncertainty from 500 to 1000 GeV, after which, it is taken as constant. Overall, the dominant
source of uncertainty is statistical in nature due to the limited number of events per bin.

The efficiency SFs are therefore also measured for the four main decay modes instead of pT,
namely h±, h±π0, h±h∓h±, and h±h∓h±π0. This is done because the trigger efficiency of τh
objects differs between reconstructed decay modes, and as a consequence, the double-τh trigger
algorithm introduces a bias in the relative distribution of the τh decay mode. Because of the
trigger thresholds of these triggers, the measurement is performed with pT > 40GeV. The
results are shown in Fig. 9.1.
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Figure 9.1: Data-to-simulation scale factors (SFs) for the τh reconstruction and identification
efficiency with DeepTau2017v2p1VSjet. Left: pT-dependent SFs for the Loose, Medium, and
Tight WPs in the 2018 data-taking period, as measured in the Z → ℓ+ℓ− (black) and W∗ → ℓνℓ
(blue) samples. Right: SFs per τh decay mode for the Medium WP of DeepTau2017v2p1VSjet,
and the data taken in 2016, 2017, and 2018. Figures taken from [289].

9.2 Lepton misidentification rate

The probabilities of an electron or a muon to be misreconstructed and misidentified by the
DeepTau algorithm are measured in data and simulation with a similar tag-and-probe method
around the Z → ℓ+ℓ− resonance, where ℓ± = e±, µ±. A sample of ℓτh events is created, where
one electron or muon, the probe, is misreconstructed as a τh object. The probabilities are
extracted from a pass and fail region, where the electron (muon) passes or fails a given WP
of DeepTau2017v2p1VSe (DeepTau2017v2p1VSmu). To reflect the segmentation of the relevant
subdetector systems, the measurements are done as a function of ητh . SFs are then obtained from
the data-to-simulation ratio of the misidentification probability for each WP of the respective
lepton discriminator.

The methods are described in more detail in Refs. [289], [299], and [301]. Several representa-
tive SFs are shown in Fig. 9.2.
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of DeepTau2017v2p1VSmu. Figures taken from [289].
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9.3 Energy scale

τh objects in CMS are reconstructed by combining PF objects, which are already very well
calibrated. The reconstructed momentum and energy of τh decays are therefore already very
accurate and have a resolution of about 10% [299]. The energy scale (ES) of simulated τh
candidates varies between decay modes by an offset of less than 2%. In this section, I will detail
the measurement of the τh ES I have performed during Run 2. This measurement has been
published in Ref. [289], and previous measurements are also documented in Ref. [299].

9.3.1 Object & event selection

The ES measurements are based on the same µτh event sample as the efficiency SF measurement,
and closely follows the object and event selections in Section 9.1.1. The τh candidates are
required to pass the Tight WP of DeepTau2017v2p1VSjet, and the VVLoose (Tight) WP of
DeepTau2017v2p1VSe (DeepTau2017v2p1VSmu). To reduce statistical fluctuations in the final
fit, the only purification criterion used, with respect to Section 9.1.1, is mT < 50GeV.

9.3.2 Measurement

Two alternative observables are used to extract the τh ES: mτh and mvis. As mτh is constant
for the one prong decay h±, the ES of τh decay reconstructed in this decay mode is measured
exclusively in mvis. The ES is measured separately for each observable decay mode, and data-
taking period. As the measurement is performed per decay mode of τh candidates with pT >

20GeV, dedicated efficiency SFs are measured as a function of the decay mode with pT > 20GeV
(see Section 9.1.2).

The main procedure is to vary the ES in a range, and perform for each value a maximum
likelihood fit of the expected to the observed distribution. The ES is varied in the Z/γ∗ → τ+τ−

events by scaling the reconstructed τh four-momentum by a given value of ES if the reconstructed
τh object matches a τh decay at generator-level. The variation of the τh four-momentum is
propagated to all affected variables, which include the pT, mτh , and mvis. The difference is also
vectorially subtracted from p⃗miss

T .
For each ES variation, a new shape template of the mvis or mτh distribution is created. Note

that mτh scales proportionally to the ES, while mvis scales approximately as
√

ES. The τh ES
is varied discretely between −3 and +3% in steps of 0.2%. This range is sufficient to contain
for each decay mode the measured τh ES value and its uncertainty interval of one standard
deviation. The step size of 0.2% is small compared to the precision that needs to be achieved
with the τh ES measurement. This yields a total of 121 shape templates per τh ES measurement.

During the HPS reconstruction, τh candidates with a reconstructed mass that fall outside
the mass window of the respective reconstructed decay mode are discarded, as detailed in Sec-
tion 6.2.2. Because the ES is varied after HPS reconstruction, the mass window needs to be
narrow to avoid boundary effects when creating themτh templates for the final fit to the observed
distribution. The mτh ranges are restricted to the following:

• 0.35 < mτh < 1.20GeV for h±π0.

• 0.83 < mτh < 1.43GeV for h±h∓h±.

• 0.93 < mτh < 1.53GeV for h±h∓h±π0.

These ranges are chosen such that they contain the largest ES variations from the boundaries.
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Figure 9.3: Pre-fit distributions of reconstructed mτh of a τh candidate reconstructed in the
h±h∓h± decay mode in µτh events of the data-taking period 2018. Shown are variations of the
τh energy scale (TES) in simulated Z/γ∗ → τ+τ− events (orange): −3% (left), 0% (center) and
+3% (right).
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Figure 9.4: Pre-fit distributions of the invariant mass mvis of the muon and a τh candidate
reconstructed in the h±h∓h± decay mode in µτh events of the data-taking period 2018. Shown
are variations of the τh energy scale (TES) in simulated Z/γ∗ → τ+τ− events (orange): −3%
(left), 0% (center) and +3% (right).

0.96 0.98 1 1.02 1.04 1.06 1.08

ln
(L

)
∆

-2

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

σ1

σ2

 < 50 GeVTm
 < 106 GeVvis50 GeV < m
7 GeV bins

vism
 decay mode±h

+0.008
-0.006  0.984
+0.006
-0.007  0.984

Private work (CMS data/simulation) 59.5 fb-1 (13 TeV)

  energy scaleh

0.96 0.98 1 1.02 1.04 1.06 1.08

ln
(L

)
∆

-2

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

σ1

σ2

 < 50 GeVTm
 < 106 GeVvis50 GeV < m
7 GeV bins

vism
 decay mode0π±h

+0.004
-0.006  0.996
+0.004
-0.004  0.996

Private work (CMS data/simulation) 59.5 fb-1 (13 TeV)

τ  energy scaleh

0.96 0.98 1 1.02 1.04 1.06 1.08

ln
(L

)
∆

-2

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

σ1

σ2

 < 50 GeVTm
 < 106 GeVvis50 GeV < m
7 GeV bins

vism
 decay mode±h

±

h±h
+0.006
-0.006  0.988
+0.005
-0.0050.988

Private work (CMS data/simulation) 59.5 fb-1 (13 TeV)

τ  energy scaleh
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As representative examples, the pre-fit mτh (mvis) distributions for the h±h∓h± decay mode
are shown in Fig. 9.3 (9.4), where the τh ES is shifted to −3%, 0, and +3% in the Z/γ∗ → τ+τ−

template. As expected, the ES shifts introduce a visible trend with a positive and negative
excess in the data-to-expectation ratio, as shown in the lower panel of each figure. The effect
of ES variation is stronger in mτh , as argued above, but the downside of the mτh observable is
that the shape of the Z/γ∗ → τ+τ− signal and background distributions are not that different,
while in the mvis observable, one can exploit the sideband above the Z → τ+τ− resonance to
constrain the background.

To extract the τh ES from a given observable, we profile the likelihood L(t) as a function
of the τh ES t by performing a maximum likelihood fit for each ES variation [349]. If the ES
variation t̂ has the largest likelihood ratio L(t̂), the negative logarithm of the likelihood ratio is

−2∆lnL = −2 ln
L(t)
L(t̂) . (9.2)

The likelihood profiles obtained from the fits of mvis in 2018 data are presented in Fig. 9.5.
We fit the profiles to the −2∆lnL values below 5, to smooth out statistical fluctuations due to

the limited number of simulated events. The shape of the −2∆lnL profile can be approximated
by a parabola, as the likelihood ratio typically approaches a gaussian distribution [306]. Further-
more, the profiles are found to be asymmetric. I have therefore constructed the “asymmetric-
parabola” fit function

f(t) =




aL(t− to)

2 + c for t < t0

aR(t− to)
2 + c for t ≥ t0

(9.3)

with four fit parameters: left width aL > 0, right width aR > 0, t = t0 at the minimum, and
vertical offset c. The parameter c is introduced to allow the parabola to be offset with respect
to the measured profile, and is constrained to small values. We extract the final τh ES as the
one where the parabola reaches its minimum t0. The upper and lower uncertainties in the
measurement are taken from where the parabola intersects −2∆lnL = 1 + c, which represent
one standard deviation (“1σ”).

During my studies of the τh ES, I considered different selections and choices of binning. One
of the biggest challenges was the fit stability due to limit statistics per bin and migration effects.
I converged on a relatively wide binning of the observables to ensure smooth profiles, at the cost
of a slightly larger uncertainty because of the widening of the profile. As the ES showed some

2− 0 2
 energy scale (%)hτ ∆

0π±h

±

h±h

±h

±

h±h

0π±h

±h

 (13 TeV)-12018, 60 fbCMS

hτm

)
h

τ, µ(vism

Figure 9.6: Energy scales of the reconstructed τh decays in simulation for 2018 data. Shown
are the measurements in the mτh (black) and mvis (blue) observables. Figures taken from [289].
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dependency on the binning and selections, an additional 0.5% uncertainty is added in quadrature
to take into account this dependence on choice.

The final results for 2018 data are shown in Fig. 9.6. The values obtained for the two different
observables overall agree within one standard deviation, with the largest deviation being 1.5
standard deviations observed for the h±h∓h± decay mode. The overall uncertainty in the ES is
less than 1%, ranging from 0.6% for h±π0 and h±h∓h± decay modes, up to 0.8% for h±.

The ES has also been measured for τh pT > 100GeV with a W+ jets event sample, and
shows consistent results within uncertainties.
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10 Object & Event Selections

The third-generation LQ search considers three types of LQ signals which have been introduced
earlier in Section 3.4.3: single, pair, and nonresonant production. The properties of their final
states were discussed in more detail in Section 7.4.

Here we consider the signature of events with high-pT τ leptons and b quarks in the final
state. This section discusses the event selection of this analysis to target that final state. First,
Section 10.1 introduces a common preselection which requires events to be consistent with either
the eτh, µτh, τhτh, eµ, or µµ decay channel, where the electron, muon, and τh objects are assumed
to be the visible products of τ lepton decays. This preselection is used for studies to validate
background estimations, and optimize the final event selection that targets the LQ signal. As
mentioned in Section 6.1, the semileptonic and fully hadronic channels have the largest branching
fractions. They also offer more sensitivity to τ+τ− signals, due to the smaller background
relative to the fully leptonic channels. Still, the eµ and µµ decay channels are included in the
search because they provide good control regions for the Z+ jets and tt backgrounds, and help
constrain systematic uncertainties. The only channel not used in the present search is the ee
channel since it has a very similar background composition as the µµ channel, and does not
significantly improve the analysis.

After the preselection, event categories are defined that target the LQ signal. The resonant
LQ search categories with at least one high-pT jet are defined in Section 10.2. The nonresonant
search category is based on events with no high-pT jets and is defined in Section 10.3. The
flow chart in Fig. 10.1 gives a quick overview of the final signal selection after the optimization
discussed below.

eµ, µµ, eτh, µτh, and τhτh preselection

0 jet ≥1 jet

400–600200–400 >600 0 b tag ≥1 b tag
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Figure 10.1: Flow chart of signal selection. The 0j category is split into bins of mvis, while
the ≥1j category is split into the 0b and ≥1b categories using the Loose WP of the DeepCSV
b-tagging algorithm. A more detailed summary is given in Tables 10.1 and 10.3.
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Throughout the rest of the thesis, “lepton” will refer to an electron or muon, unless specified
otherwise. The electron, muon, and τh candidates in each ττ decay channel will collectively be
referred to as the “visible τ candidates”.

10.1 Common preselection

The single-lepton and double-τh triggers used to collect events have already been discussed in
Section 7.1. The minimum pT requirement of the visible τ candidates in the physics analysis
is based on the online pT threshold of the trigger(s) that selected the event. It is increased by
1 GeV for electrons and muons, and by 5GeV for τh objects to avoid turn-on effects, where the
efficiency is quickly changing as a function of pT. However, in the final signal selection, the
electrons, muons, and τh objects must have pT > 50GeV.

10.1.1 Baseline eτh and µτh selections

Events in the eτh channel must contain one electron candidate that geometrically matches the
object that caused the firing of the single-electron trigger, has |η| < 2.5, and a relative isolation
of Ie

rel < 0.15 (Eq. (5.2)). The electron trajectory extrapolated to the z axis should have a
distance of dz < 0.2 cm from the PV, and a radial distance of dxy < 0.045 cm. Additionally, the
electron candidate is required to be inconsistent with a conversion, have one or no missing hits
in the inner tracker, and pass the 90% WP of the MVA-based discriminator without isolation
(see Section 5.4).

Similarly, µτh events are selected by requiring one muon candidate with relative isolation
Iµrel < 0.15 (Eq. (5.3)) and |η| < 2.4. The same dz and dxy requirements as those imposed on
electron candidates are applied to muons.

In addition to a lepton, each channel must contain a τh candidate with pT > 20GeV and
|η| < 2.3, and pass the Medium WP of the DeepTau2017v2p1VSjet discriminator, as detailed
in Section 6. The selected lepton and τh should have an opening angle of ∆R > 0.5 and have
opposite-sign (OS) electric charges. If multiple τh candidates passing these criteria are found,
the one with the largest pT is selected.

Furthermore, the anti-lepton DeepTau discriminators are applied in both channels. In the
eτh (µτh) channel, the Tight (VVLoose) WP of the anti-electron discriminator and the VLoose
(Tight) WP of the anti-muon discriminator are required. These WPs are chosen to reject
background events mainly from the Z → e+e− and Z → µ+µ− processes.

Lastly, for both the eτh and µτh channels, “lepton vetoes” are applied in order to reduce
Z+ jets, tt, and diboson backgrounds, and to keep orthogonality between the ττ decay chan-
nels: Events with additional isolated electrons or muons that pass looser identification criteria
are discarded. The lepton vetoes also include a veto on events that contain a dielectron or
dimuon pair of opposite sign and ∆R > 0.15. The criteria are summarized in Table 10.2. The
extra lepton is still allowed to match with a selected τh candidate. This is needed to ensure
orthogonality, and the loss of signal events is found to be relatively small, around 1%, due to
the effectiveness of the DeepTau anti-lepton discriminators.

The baseline selection for the “signal” electron, muon, and τh candidates are summarized in
Table 10.1.
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Table 10.1: Summary of the preselection of electron, muon, and τh candidates in the various
ττ decay channels. The DeepTau2017v2p1VSjet, -VSe, and -VSmu discriminators are used for
the τh object. Requirements indicated with (*) are trigger-dependent, see Table 7.2.
Criteria Electron Muon τh object

pT/GeV > 26, 28, 33, 36* for eτh > 23, 25, 28* for µτh > 20 for ℓτh
> 15 for eµ > 15 for µµ > 40 for τhτh

|η| < 2.3, 2.1* < 2.4, 2.1* < 2.3 (2.1) for ℓτh (τhτh)

|dxy|/cm < 0.045 < 0.045 —

|dz|/cm < 0.2 < 0.2 < 0.2

Isolation Ie
rel < 0.10 (ρ-corr.) Iµrel < 0.15 (∆β-corr.) —

Identification MVA w/o isolation Medium ID -VSjet Medium WP(90% WP)

Other Conversion veto -VSe Tight (eτh), VVLoose (µτh,τhτh)
≤ 1 missing inner hits -VSmu VLoose (eτh, τhτh), Tight (µτh)

Table 10.2: Summary of selection criteria for extra-lepton vetoes to remove Z/γ∗ → ℓ+ℓ−, tt,
and diboson backgrounds. Dielectron and dimuon refer to the lepton veto criteria for events
with two leptons of the same flavor.

Criteria Extra electron Dielectron Extra muon Dimuon
pT > 10GeV > 15GeV > 10GeV > 15GeV

η < 2.5 < 2.4

|dxy| < 0.045 cm < 0.045 cm

|dz| < 0.2 cm < 0.2 cm

Isolation Ie
rel < 0.10 Iµrel < 0.15

Identification MVA w/o isolation Cut-based ID Medium ID Global, tracker
90% WP and PF muon

Other Conversion veto Opposite-sign — Opposite-sign
≥ 1 missing inner hits ∆R(e+e−) > 0.15 ∆R(µ+µ−) > 0.15

Table 10.3: Summary of signal selection for a resonant (single and pair) and nonresonant LQ
signal. The Loose WP of the DeepCSV algorithm is used for b tagging jets. The selected
muon, electron, and τh objects are indicated by ℓ and ℓ′.

Criteria Resonant Nonresonant
0b ≥1b 0j

Number of jets, pT > 50GeV ≥ 1 ≥ 1 0
Number of b tags, pT > 50GeV 0 ≥ 1 0

DeepTau2017v2p1VSjet Medium
DeepTau2017v2p1VSe Loose (eτh)/ VVLoose (µτh, τhτh)
DeepTau2017v2p1VSmu VLoose

Extra lepton vetoes Yes
Opposite charge Yes

pℓT/GeV > 50

mvis/GeV > 100 Binned in [200, 400, 600,+∞[
|ηℓ + ηℓ′ |/2 — < 1.1

∆ηℓℓ′ — < 3

Discriminating variable SMET
T χ

102



10.1.2 Baseline τhτh selection

Events in the τhτh channel are required to have two τh candidates with pT > 40GeV, |η| < 2.1,
and dz < 0.2 cm that both pass the Medium WP of the DeepTau2017v2p1VSjet discriminator.
The τh pair should have an opening angle of ∆R > 0.5, and have opposite-sign (OS) electric
charges. If more than two τh candidates are found, the two with the largest pT are selected.

As in the case for the semileptonic channels, anti-lepton DeepTau discriminators and lepton
vetoes are applied. As there is little background from electrons or muons faking τh candidates,
the VVLoose and VLoose WPs of the anti-electron and anti-muon discriminators, respectively,
are used. Events with an extra electron or muon passing looser selections are rejected.

10.1.3 Baseline eµ & µµ selections

Events in the eµ and µµ channels are selected with single-muon triggers, therefore, the selection
criteria for the muon candidate is the same as that of the µτh channel. The electron selection
is also similar to that of the eτh channel, except that the pT requirement is lowered to pT >

15GeV. Similarly, the pT requirement of the subleading muon in the µµ channel is lowered to
pT > 15GeV.

10.1.4 Dζ variable

To suppress the tt and W + jets backgrounds from X → τ+τ− decays for some particle X,
the discriminating variable called Dζ is defined. This observable was introduced in a H →
τ+τ− analysis at CDF [348, 350]. In this thesis, it is only used in the measurement of the τh
identification SFs in Z → τ+τ− events. The Dζ variable is constructed as follows: An axis ζ is
defined as the bisector of the visible transverse momenta of the two τ decay products. The sum
of p⃗vis

T,1 and p⃗vis
T,2 is projected on the ζ-axis with and without the missing transverse momentum

p⃗miss
T :

p⃗vis
ζ

..=
(
p⃗vis
T,1 + p⃗vis

T,2

) ζ⃗
|ζ⃗|
, (10.1)

p⃗ζ
..=
(
p⃗vis
T,1 + p⃗vis

T,2 + p⃗miss
T

) ζ⃗
|ζ⃗|
. (10.2)

~ζ

~p vis

T,1

~p vis

T,2

~p vis

T

~pmiss

T

~pmiss

ζ~p vis

ζ

Figure 10.2: Construction of p⃗vis
ζ , p⃗miss

ζ , and p⃗ζ by projecting the missing transverse momenta
p⃗miss
T and the visible transverse momenta of each τ decay product, p⃗vis

T,1 and p⃗vis
T,2 onto the bisector

ζ⃗. With these definitions, p⃗ζ = p⃗vis
ζ + p⃗miss

ζ .
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The construction of p⃗ζ , p⃗
vis
ζ and p⃗miss

ζ is illustrated in Fig. 10.2. Dζ is now defined as the
magnitude of the difference of these projections:

Dζ
..= pζ − 1.85pvis

ζ , (10.3)

or equivalently,

Dζ = pmiss
ζ − 0.85pvis

ζ . (10.4)

The factor in the definitions of Dζ is optimized for maximal background rejection with negligible
loss of signal. This variable quantifies the compatibility of events with the topology wherein the
direction of missing neutrinos from τ decays are aligned with the direction of the visible τ decay
products. In the µτh channel the quantities p⃗vis

T,1 and p⃗vis
T,2 correspond to the transverse momenta

of the muon and τh object.

10.2 Search for resonant LQ production

The final states from the single and pair production of LQs are characterized by two high-pT τ

leptons and at least one high-pT b quark. At the reconstructed level, the large majority of those
events have at least one or two jets with pT > 50GeV. Furthermore, as one expects a b quark
in the final state, one can use b tagging to target those jets.

The event selections and categorization targeting the LQ → bτ signal have been sequentially
optimized to gain the best sensitivity. The optimization study has considered different events
categorizations according to the number of (b-tagged) jets, several discriminating variables for
signal extraction, b tagging WPs, minimum pT requirements on the visible τ candidates, and
a requirement on pmiss

T . As a measure of sensitivity, the expected significance of the vector
LQ → bτ signal was chosen. The signal extraction that is used to compute the sensitivity will
be described in more detail in Chapter 12. For simplicity, the shape uncertainties discussed in
Section 12.4.2 are not applied, except for the statistical uncertainties that are due to the limited
number of simulated events [351, 352]. To take advantage of the full data set, all three years of
data are combined and analyzed, as well as the eτh, µτh and τhτh channels when appropriate.
The eµ and µµ channels are omitted from the optimization, as they have a negligible sensitivity,
and are only used to constrain systematic uncertainties when fitted to data.

The optimization of signal event selection starts from the common preselection described
in the previous section. An additional cut on the invariant mass between the visible τ-decay
products of mvis > 100GeV is applied to remove Drell-Yan events, with negligible loss of signal,
and at least one jet of pT > 50GeV and |η| < 4.7 is required.

10.2.1 Discriminating variable

Several discriminating variables have been considered as observables to extract the LQ signal.
Studies of previous LQ searches have considered variables like the invariant mass, the collinear
mass, and the scalar pT sum of different combinations of the visible τ decay candidate, jet, and
p⃗miss
T . In most cases, the most sensitive variable turns out to be the “scalar sum-pT”

ST ..= pτ1T + pτ2T + pj1T , (10.5)
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Figure 10.3: Labeling of different event categories considered in the optimization study in
terms of the number of b tags and/or number of jets with pT > 50GeV. Each rectangle is
orthogonal from the other ones. Each row in the two figures on the left represents a different
way of partitioning the events.

or

SMET
T

..= pτ1T + pτ2T + pj1T + pmiss
T , (10.6)

where pτ1,2T are the transverse momenta of the τ decay candidates, and pj1T is the transverse
momentum of the leading jet. This variable has good discriminating power because the resonant
LQ signal is expected to peak at extreme high values, while most background processes have a
steeply falling ST spectrum. It has been used in several previous analyses, including Refs. [335,
353, 354]. Invariant masses generally do not perform as well, because of the ambiguity of how
the final state objects should be combined to reconstruct the LQ → qℓ decay.

Based on the optimization studies of a lower cut on pmiss
T in combination with either ST or

SMET
T , the final choice was made to employ SMET

T without a cut on pmiss
T .

10.2.2 Event categorization

Different event categorizations have been constructed for optimizing the signal sensitivity ac-
cording to the number of jets, the number of b-tagged jets, and a combination thereof. Only
jets of pT > 50GeV are considered, and the ST observable is used during this optimization.

As shown in the left panel of Fig. 10.4, the most sensitive case among the different ways of
partitioning events by the number of b-tagged jets was found to be the combination of the 0b
and ≥1b categories with the loose WP of the DeepCSV, where

• “0b” contains at least one jet with pT > 50GeV, but no jet with pT > 50GeV that is b
tagged,

• “≥1b” contains at least one jet with pT > 50GeV that is b tagged.

The 0b + ≥1b categorization has also been compared to other (b) jet categorizations such as
≥1j or 1j +≥2j, as shown in the right panel of Fig. 10.4, but 0b +≥1b was chosen as the final
event categorization for the resonant LQ → bτ signal.

10.2.2.1 Minimum pT requirement

Most of the sensitivity to the resonant signal originates from the tail of the SMET
T distribution

at high values. The largest fraction of large SMET
T values in signal events tends to come from

the leading jet pT, so there is no need to optimize the lower bound on the jet pT selection
criterion. The pT of the visible τ decay candidates is distributed at relatively lower values, and
therefore several choices of lower bounds have been studied. Based on these results, a minimum
requirement of pT > 50GeV on both τ decay candidates has been chosen.
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Figure 10.4: Optimization study of event categorization based on the number of jets and
b-tagged jets, using the expected significance of a resonant vector LQ signal as a measure of
sensitivity. The significance is computed using ST = p1T + p2T + pj1T distributions of the eτh, µτh
and τhτh channels, as well as the 2016, 2017, and 2018 data.

10.2.3 Anti-lepton τh discriminators

Different combinations of WPs of the DeepTau2017v2p1VSe and -VSmu discriminators have been
tested per ττ decay channel. At high pT, the signal-to-background ratio can be improved by
loosening these requirements because the background with leptons misidentified as τh candidates
remains small, while the signal efficiency can be increased. In all channels, the looser WPs of the
DeepTau anti-lepton discriminators have the highest sensitivity. There is a negligible difference
in sensitivity between applying the lepton vetoes or not. However, these are needed to ensure
orthogonality. We choose the following WPs for the event categories: Loose (VLoose) for the
anti-electron (anti-muon) discriminator in the eτh channel, and VVLoose (VLoose) for the anti-
electron (anti-muon) discriminator in both the µτh and τhτh channels.

10.2.4 Charge requirement

It was considered to drop the the opposite-charge requirement between the τ decay candidates
since charge assignment degrades at high pT. The significance can be improved by up to 5%
across the full mLQ range. However, the j → τh background estimation introduced in Chapter 11
relies on a same-charge region to extrapolate the QCD multijet background to the opposite sign
region. Therefore, this analysis will proceed with the opposite-charge requirement.

10.2.5 Summary

Figure 10.1 and Table 10.3 summarize the event selections and categorization for the search for
a resonant LQ → bτ signal after optimization. The final event categories are the “0b” and “≥1b”
categories with the Loose WP of DeepCSV and pT > 50GeV jets. The τ decay candidates
must have pT > 50GeV in all channels and categories. The observable for the signal extraction
is SMET

T .
Figure 10.5 shows a comparison of the SMET

T distributions in the 0b and ≥1b categories for
the three different production modes. The overflow events (SMET

T > 2500GeV) are included in
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Figure 10.5: Comparison of the SMET
T distribution for different vector LQ production modes,

masses, and coupling strengths λ. From left to right: mLQ = 500, 2000GeV. Shown in each plot
are the pair (blue dashed), single (red solid), and nonresonant LQ → bτ signal (green solid).
From top to bottom: 0b with λ = 1, 0b with λ = 2.5, ≥1b with λ = 1, ≥1b with λ = 2.5. Note
that the shapes are normalized to their respective theoretical cross section, as indicated in the
legend. The lower panel shows the ratio with respect to the single production.
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Figure 10.6: Breakdown of SMET
T into fractions of each pT component for events in the µτh

channel and ≥1j category with SMET
T > 800GeV. The top three rows show the single (top),

pair (second row), and nonresonant (third row) production of a vector LQ for mLQ = 500 (left)
and 2000GeV (right) with λ = 1. The bottom row shows the Z+ jets (left) and tt backgrounds
(right). Shown in each plot are the fractions of the muon pT (red), τh pT (blue), leading jet pT
(green), and pmiss

T (orange). The error bars indicate statistical uncertainty in the bin yield.
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the last bin. Pair production (blue dashed line) tends to peak at extreme values for larger mLQ

masses. The same is true for single production (red solid line), although a nonnegligible contri-
bution from the pole at Mbτ = 0 appears at lower SMET

T values for λ ≳ 1.5 (see Section 7.4.1),
even after the final event selections. Also shown is the nonresonant τ+τ− production through
t-channel LQ exchange (green solid line). The SMET

T observable also offers sensitivity to the
nonresonant signal because the signal-to-background ratio increases toward higher values in the
tail. At high coupling strength λ and high mass mLQ, the nonresonant production cross sec-
tions is sufficiently large compared to the resonant production modes to contribute to the total
sensitivity. This nonresonant contribution is therefore included in the total LQ signal.

Figure 10.6 shows how SMET
T breaks down into fractions of its four pT components for events

in the µτh channel of the ≥1j category with SMET
T > 800GeV. For the majority of events from

single and pair LQ production, as well as the Z+ jets and tt backgrounds, by far the largest
fraction of SMET

T is due to the leading jet pT. At the largest values of SMET
T , the bulk of the

pT distribution of τ decay candidates in these events still tends to be well below 500GeV. For
nonresonant production, however, the largest fraction is from the τh candidate, as the central
jets produced in association are considerably softer (see Fig. 7.13).

10.3 Search for nonresonant LQ production

If the LQ exclusively couples to b quark and the τ lepton, the nonresonant production happens
through bb → τ+τ− with the t-channel exchange of the LQ, and where the b quarks are typically
produced through gluon splitting.

10.3.1 Discriminating variable

Unlike pair and single LQ production, this process does not generate an on-shell resonance.
Therefore, discriminating variables such as the invariant mass between the τ leptons cannot be
used for the signal extraction. Instead, this analysis looks for the angular separation between
two τ decay candidates, defined as

χ ..= exp (2y∗) , (10.7)

where the “separation” y∗ = 1
2 |y1 − y2| = 1

2∆y is the point between the rapidities y1 and y2 of
the two τ leptons,

y ..=
1

2
ln
E + pz
E − pz

, (10.8)

and pz is the projection of the τ leptons’ momenta on the beam axis. In 2 → 2 scattering
processes of massless particles (E = p),

y =
1

2
ln

1 + |cos θ∗|
1− |cos θ∗| , (10.9)

where θ⋆ is the scattering angle in the ττ center-of-mass frame w.r.t. the z axis, which is along
the beam, and pz = p|cos θ⋆| in this frame. Because differences in rapidities are by construction
invariant under Lorentz boosts along z, the rapidities of the two τ leptons are ±y∗ in this frame.
In the massless approximation, the angular variable χ can be written as

χ =
1 + |cos θ⋆|
1− |cos θ⋆| . (10.10)

109



0.
0

0.
5

1.
0

1.
5

2.
0
2.
5

0.5

0.5

1.0

1.0

1.5

1.5

2.0

2.0

2.5

2.5

y∗ = 1
2 |y1 − y2|

yb = 1
2 |y1 + y2|

|ym
ax
|
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1
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by Ref. [367].

The “boost”,

yboost =
1

2
(y1 + y2), (10.11)

denotes the average rapidity of the two τ leptons. In massless 2 → 2 scattering processes, yboost

specifies the longitudinal boost by which the ττ center-of-mass frame is boosted with respect to
the detector frame. An illustration of the event topology as a function of y∗ and yboost is given
in Fig. 10.7.

The choice of this variable is motivated by the fact that the χ distribution in Rutherford
scattering is flat. It also allows signatures of new physics that might have a more isotropic
angular distribution than QCD (e.g., quark compositeness) to be more easily examined as they
would produce an excess at low values of χ, where y1 ∼ y2. The same quantities have been
examined in dijet signatures at the Tevatron by the D0 [355, 356] and CDF [357] Collaborations,
and at the LHC by the ATLAS [358–362] and CMS [363–366] Collaborations.

In this analysis, instead of with two jets, χ is defined with the two respective τ-lepton decay
candidates in each channel. The χ distribution is then measured over the range 1 < χ < 21,
which implies a maximum value of y∗ < 1.52. The maximum of the separation and boost
are determined by the maximum of the τ candidate rapidities, yboost < ymax and y∗ < ymax.
Furthermore, they are not linearly independent, and satisfy the inequality

|yboost|+ y∗ < |ymax|, (10.12)

as illustrated in Fig. 10.7. Without loss of precision, pseudorapidity η instead of rapidity y is
used in this analysis, so χ = exp∆η.

10.3.2 Event categorization

To select events that are like the nonresonant signal, the selected electrons, muons and τh-objects
are required to have pT > 50GeV on top of the baseline selection described in Section 10.1.
Furthermore, to increase the purity further, we require |ηℓ + ηℓ′ |/2 < 1.1 and ∆ηℓℓ′ < 3 between
the two visible τ decay candidates ℓ and ℓ′.

To make this category for the nonresonant signal orthogonal from the resonant signal de-
scribed in Section 10.2, selected events are required to have no jets with pT > 50GeV. We
therefore denote this category simply as the “0j” category. After these selections, the ττ angu-
lar distributions are measured in three bins of the visible mass mvis: 200 to 400GeV, 400 to
600 GeV, and larger than 600 GeV. Each bin with higher mvis has a higher signal purity. Other
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Figure 10.8: Optimization study of mvis bins in the 0j category. Left: Comparison of each
individual mvis bin. Right: Combination of orthogonal mvis bins.

binning choices of mvis have been checked, as shown in Fig. 10.8. However, the combination
[200, 400, 600,∞] is found to have the highest sensitivity.

As mentioned in Section 10.2.5, the nonresonant signal is also included in the signal extraction
from SMET

T in the 0b and ≥1b categories, which adds significant sensitivity to the 0j category.
Table 10.3 summarizes the selections of the nonresonant signal category. This category will

be referred to as the “0j” category.
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10.4 Signal acceptance times efficiency

The product of acceptance and efficiency for the vector-LQ signal in the various signal categories
is shown in Fig. 10.9 as a function of mLQ. The scalar-LQ signal has a very similar efficiency in
all cases. The efficiencies are restricted to the sensitive region of the respective final discrimi-
nator. In the τhτh channel of the ≥1b category, the selection efficiency for events from LQ pair
production varies with mass from approximately 3.5 to 10%, while the efficiency for events from
single LQ production varies between 1.0 and 7.5%. The efficiency for resonant production in
≥1b is smaller at lower mLQ due to a softer pT spectrum.
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11 Data-Driven Background Estimations

In the search for a resonant LQ → bτ signal with the defined b-tag categories, the dominant
background stems from tt production because of the presence of genuine electrons, muons, τ
leptons, and b-quark jets from top quark decays, which all tend to have a hard pT spectrum.
Meanwhile, in the search for a nonresonant signal, the main background in the sensitive region
tends to be Drell-Yan, whose events also tend to peak more at lower χ values compared to the
other backgrounds. The third largest background arises from jets misidentified as τh candidates
(j → τh fakes), which primarily consists of QCD multijet and W+ jets events, but also those
from tt.

As mentioned in Section 7.3, data-driven methods are used to estimate some backgrounds
like the j → τh background. These methods typically exploit data in certain control regions
(CRs) to estimate the size and distribution in the signal region (SR). This often offers a better
description of data than MC simulation because the processes of QCD multijet production and
the misidentification of quark and gluon jets as τh decays are harder to simulate accurately.
Additionally, detector conditions including pileup are ipso facto correctly described in the real
data events used for background estimation. This can therefore lower the systematic uncertainty
in a robust way. Frequently, the statistical uncertainty can be reduced compared to that achieved
with MC samples if the CRs provide a larger number of events.

For the case of the dileptonic ττ decay channels, eµ and µµ, of the LQ → bτ search, the QCD
multijet production is estimated from a simple OS/SS method explained in Section 11.1. In the
channels with a τh, the j → τh fakes are estimated in a data-driven way from CRs in data, using
the so-called fake-factor (FF) method, explained in Section 11.2.

11.1 The OS/SS method

In the eµ and µµ channels, all backgrounds other than QCD multijet are fully estimated from sim-
ulation and normalized according to their respective cross sections, as detailed in Section 7.3.2.
The dominant contribution to the eµ channel is tt, while in µµ it is Drell-Yan. In both channels,
the QCD multijet background is minor and is estimated with the OS/SS method. The method
utilizes events in a same-sign (SS) CR, which has all the same object and event selections as the
SR, except both leptons are required to have the same sign of electric charge. The SS region
is orthogonal to the SR, which has the opposite-sign (OS) requirement imposed. The SS CR
is very pure in QCD and the estimated QCD multijet yield is obtained from the observed data
after subtracting the total contribution of other SM background processes as determined from
simulation. The expected QCD multijet contribution in the SR with the OS requirement is
obtained by rescaling the distribution in the SS region with a simple “OS/SS” extrapolating
factor, which is about 2.4. This was measured in a high-purity QCD multijet sample obtained
by inverting the lepton isolation requirement, and comparing the QCD yield in the OS and
SS regions. To create a histogram of the QCD multijet kinematics in any given variable, this
procedure can be repeated on a bin-by-bin basis.
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11.2 The fake factor method

The basic idea of the FF method is to define a CR that only differs from the SR by relaxing the
τh identication requirement for the selected τh candidate. For the case of the LQ → bτ analysis,
this entails changing the Medium WP of DeepTau2017v2p1VSjet to VLoose. This new region
is referred to as the “application region” (AR), and is expected to be primarily populated by
events with jets misidentified as τh and with typical impurities from genuine τh at the level
of a few percent or below. It is kept orthogonal from the SR by excluding events that pass
the tighter WP in question, i.e., τh candidates that pass the VLoose WP, but fail the Medium
one. Finally, the j → τh fake background in the SR is estimated from the observed data in the
AR after applying the extrapolation factors known as “fake factors” (FFs). The FFs ensure the
correct j → τh fake rate is obtained in the SR. The AR is not completely pure in j → τh fakes, so
the contamination of backgrounds with genuine τh or ℓ→ τh fakes is estimated from simulated
events and is subtracted.

The FFs are parametrized in a number of different variables like τh pT and number of jets,
which will be discussed below per channel. Furthermore, they are measured separately for
three different components of the j → τh fake background: QCD multijet, electroweak (EW),
and tt production. The EW component mainly consists of W+ jets, but also includes small
amounts of Drell-Yan, diboson, and single top-quark production. In this way, the different flavor,
multiplicities, and correlation with other kinematics of jets stemming from these backgrounds
can be measured, and the relative background composition can be taken into account per event
category. Jets in QCD multijet events are mostly initiated by gluons, while W + jets events
primarily contain light-flavored jets, and tt is rich in heavy-flavored jets.

The FFs are measured for each of the three types of j → τh backgrounds in dedicated CRs
that are enriched with the background in question, and which are called the “determination
regions” (DRs). Very roughly speaking, the “raw” FFs are then the ratios of the number of
observed data events in the SR-like “Medium” region over the AR-like “VLoose && !Medium”
region,

FFb =
NDR
b (Medium)

NDR
b (VLoose && !Medium)

, (11.1)

in the DR of a given background, where b = QCD, EW and tt. Nb(Medium)DR denotes the
number of events with a τh object that fulfill the Medium DeepTauVSjet WP in DRb of back-
ground b, and Nb(VLoose && !Medium)DR is the number of events in DR with a τh that pass
the VLoose but fail the Medium WP. The choice of the looser WP depends on the following
trade-off: Looser WPs increase the number of events in the denominator, reducing the statisti-
cal uncertainty, while increasing the systematic uncertainty because the τh candidates in these
events are less similar to the τh candidates in the SR, which have a high DeepTau2017v2p1VSjet
score and pass the Medium WP. With the choice of the VLoose WP, the denominator has on
the order of 2.5 more events than the denominator, i.e., the FF is very roughly FFb ≈ 0.4.

This method is therefore a so-called ABDC method [369, Section 8.1], which relies on the
basic assumption of universality, meaning that the FFs measured in the DR also apply between
the AR and SR:

NDR
b (Medium)

NDR
b (VLoose && !Medium)

=
NSR
b

NAR
b

, (11.2)
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where NSR
b and NAR

b are the number of j → τh events in the SR and AR, respectively. The
ABCD method is illustrated by Fig. 11.1, using the DR for QCD as an example. The univer-
sality assumption does not always hold in fact, and some bias corrections are needed to restore
universality to ensure the accuracy of this method. Furthermore, the closure of the FFs are
tested in several variables in the DR, and small nonclosure corrections are applied if needed, as
the main parametrization does not capture all the dependencies.

The factorization of the j → τh background components makes it possible to take into account
the relative background composition in different SRs, like the different jet categories in the
LQ → bτ search. The relative fractions fb of the three considered backgrounds are therefore
measured in the ARs. The j → τh fake components of the EW and tt backgrounds, respectively,
are estimated by simulation. The remaining events from simulated event samples are considered
to be “real” τh candidates including the small component of ℓ→ τh fakes. The QCD multijet
background, on the other hand, is estimated by subtracting all simulated background processes
from the observed data in the AR:

NQCD = max
[
0, Nobs −Nreal −NEW −Ntt

]
AR. (11.3)

The fractions of the three j → τh fake backgrounds b = QCD, EW, and tt then, are simply

fAR
b =

[
Nb

NQCD +NEW +Ntt

]

AR
. (11.4)

These fractions are normalized such that their sum adds up to 1. Additionally, they are measured
as a function of one or more variables that are physically motivated. For the 0b and ≥1b
categories, separate fractions from an AR with corresponding selections are computed as a
function of SMET

T . Similarly, the fractions in the 0j category are measured as a function of χ.
Putting everything together, it means that the following “total” FF is applied to the observed
events in the AR:

FF =
∑

b

fAR
b × FFb × corrb, (11.5)

where corrb are a product of bias and nonclosure corrections discussed in the following sections.
For a given variable, the predicted j → τh background in a histogram bin is then estimated by

N(j → τh)SR =

(∑

b

fAR
b × FFb × corrb

)
×
[
Nobs −Nreal

]
AR, (11.6)
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where the total FF in parenthesis is applied on an event-by-event basis in both observed and
simulated events in the AR due to the parametrization of the background fractions, FFs, and
corrections.

The FF method was fully implemented and validated by several MSSM H → τ+τ− analyses
such as Refs. [370] and [371], but also a Z/γ∗ → τ+τ− cross section measurement in CMS [372].
The measurement procedure and validation of the FF method for the DeepTau algorithm in Run
2 is documented in detail by Ref. [369]. Some small modifications were made for the LQ → bτ
analysis, mainly the choice of parametrization and the choice of DeepTau2017v2p1VSjet WPs.
The following sections describes the method separately for the semileptonic and fully hadronic
channel.

11.2.1 eτh, µτh channels

For the eτh and µτh channels, all SM background processes except for the QCD multijet and
W+ jets processes are estimated by simulation. The component of jets misidentified as τh
(“j → τh fakes”) of each SM process is estimated with the FF method. Simulated events with a
selected τh object that does not originate from either a lepton or genuine τh decay at generator-
level are discarded to avoid overcounting.

Similar to the OS/SS method, the DR for the QCD component is defined as events with a
SS ℓτh pair, as shown in Fig. 11.1. The DR is binned in number of jets. The FFs are then fitted
to the ratio between the Medium and VLoose && !Medium regions as a function of τh pT with
the sum of a Landau function and a polynomial. The DR for the W+ jets component is defined
by mT ≥ 70GeV with no b-tagged jets. It is further binned by ∆R(ℓ, τh) and number of jets,
and fitted as a function of pT in the same way. Figure 11.3 shows the τh pT distribution in the
QCD and W+ jets DRs. The FFs for tt are instead estimated directly from simulation, as it is
very hard to construct a DR enriched in tt in a phase space similar to the SR, while maintaining
orthogonality with the AR and SR, and preserving a sufficient number of events. They are also
fitted as a function of τh pT without binning in number of jets.

Figure 11.4 shows some representative examples of the FF measured in the µτh channel of
the 2018 data set. The black line represents the final FF values used in the analysis, and is
obtained by fitting the black points from observed data (minus simulated backgrounds). The
yellow uncertainty band is used in the analysis, and is created with a resampling technique
by randomly fluctuating each measurement point according to its uncertainty 200 times and
repeating the fit as described in [369, p. 125–127]. At large pT values the FF is taken to be
constant, and the uncertainty band is inflated.

Bias corrections for the W+ jets FFs are derived by comparing the FF measured from ob-
served data in the DR to FFs measured in purely simulated W+ jets events between the AR
and SR. The corrections are measured as a function of mvis, as some dependency was found with
a variation of up to 15%. Similarly, nonclosure corrections between the Medium and VLoose &&
!Medium regions are derived as a function of lepton pT. For QCD, several bias corrections are
obtained using lepton pT, relative lepton isolation Iℓrel, and mvis as parametrization. Most of
these corrections are close to unity. For the tt FFs, nonclosure corrections are also derived from
MC as a function of mvis.
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Figure 11.2: Relative fractions of the j → τh backgrounds in the application region (AR) of
the µτh channel in the 2018 data set. It is shown a function of χ in the 0j category (left), and
as a function of SMET

T in the 0b (center) and ≥1b (right) categories.
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Figure 11.3: Examples of the τh pT in the determination regions (DRs) of the µτh channel of the
2018 data set, from which the “raw” FF is measured for the QCD (top) and W+ jets background
component (bottom) (before applying any bias or nonclosure corrections). Left: Events where
the τh candidate passes the VLoose, but fails the Medium WP of DeepTau2017v2p1VSjet.
Right: Events where the τh candidate passes the Medium WP. Work by Janik Andrejkovič [369].
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Figure 11.4: Fake factors for the different j → τh background components in the µτh channel
of the 2018 data set: QCD (top), W+ jets (middle), tt (bottom). The measurement in data
is shown as black points and the parametrization as a solid line. The red bands represent the
fit results and are shown for comparison reasons only. In the analysis the solid black line is
used. The yellow band is its associated uncertainty band, which is obtained using a resampling
technique. The QCD and W+ jets FFs are shown for Nµ

jets = 0 (left), and for Nµ
jets ≥ 1

(right). The tt FFs are measured inclusively in Nµ
jets. The W+ jets FFs are only shown for the

∆R(µ, τh) < 2 bin. Work by Janik Andrejkovič [369].
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11.3 τhτh channel

All SM background processes in the τhτh channels are predicted by simulation, with the exception
of the j → τh fake background, which is estimated with the FF method. The FF measurement
for the τhτh is very similar to the one used in the semileptonic channels, with a couple of
small differences. The j → τh fake backgrounds mainly consist of QCD multijets: more than
90% compared to less than 40% in the semileptonic channels [369]. The FFs are therefore
only measured for QCD multijet production, and the QCD FFs are applied to the EW and tt
component with increased uncertainty. Because there are two τh candidates, the AR is defined
as the region where only one of the τh candidates passes the VLoose and not the Medium WP of
DeepTau2017v2p1VSjet, while the remaining τh candidate must pass the Medium WP. In most
QCD multijet events, both τh candidates are j → τh fakes, and therefore the FF is applied with
a factor of 0.5 to avoid double counting.

The QCD DR is again defined using a SS requirement, and it is binned according to the
number of jets. The FF is extracted from a fit of a third-order polynomial to data in the DR,
and as a function of pT of the τh candidate that fails the Medium WP. The bias and nonclosure
corrections are measured as a function of mvis. Additional nonclosure corrections are measured
as a function of the pT of the τh candidate that passes the Medium WP.
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12 Signal Extraction & Systematic Uncertainties

For maximum exclusion power, I combine the three LQ production modes (single, pair, and
nonresonant) into a “total” LQ signal, which is simply the sum of the three. As discussed in
Section 7.4, each production mode has a unique signature in terms of cross section and kinematic
properties. I therefore also fit each production mode separately to study where the sensitivity
comes from, and how it depends on different model assumptions. This would furthermore allow
phenomenologists to reinterpret the final results with different LQ models or with different new
physics models that have similar signals.

This chapter will cover how these LQ → bτ signals are fitted to the χ and SMET
T distributions

to fit the observed data for a possible signal, set upper limits on the cross section and coupling
strength λ, and to perform other studies, as well as an explanation of the systematic uncertainties
used in the fit. The next chapter will discuss the preliminary results using the fit introduced in
this chapter.

12.1 Maximum likelihood fit

A binned maximum likelihood fit [306] to the observed χ and SMET
T distributions is used to

search for a possible signal over the expected background. As explained in Section 10.2.5, a
resonant LQ → bτ signal would mostly contribute events at the highest values of SMET

T , which
has the best signal-to-background ratio, while a nonresonant signal would contribute to low
values of χ, as explained in Section 10.3.1.

There are five ττ decay channels (µµ, eµ, eτh, µτh, and τhτh) and five event categories (0b,
≥1b, and 0j split into three mvis bins) for three data-taking periods (2016, 2017, 2018). This
adds up to a total of 75 distributions (30 for SMET

T , 45 for χ) that are fitted simultaneously for
a total LQ → bτ signal, as explained in Section 12.2.

The SMET
T is plotted from 0 to 2500GeV for visibility, but the events with SMET

T > 2500GeV
(“overflow”) are added to the last bin. This is necessary to keep sensitivity to the signals with the
largest mass values. The yield in each bin of the histograms is divided by the bin width, unless
specified otherwise. The last bin of the SMET

T histograms also contains the overflow. Finally, the
binning of all χ and SMET

T histograms are adjusted such that the total statistical uncertainty
resulting from finite sample sizes in the SM background expectation of a given bin does not
exceed 20%. To achieve this, the bin-merging algorithm of the CombineHarvester tool has been
used [373], which iteratively merges bins of a given histogram. The choice of the 20% threshold
is motivated by the bias study reported on in Section 12.3.

12.2 Upper limit & signal normalization

We set expected and observed upper limits on the cross section of the single, pair, nonresonant,
and total signal, with the asymptotic CLs modified-frequentist criterion [306, 374–376]. To get
the upper limit in units of picobarns (pb), the signal in question is normalized assuming a cross
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section of σ = 1 pb. To obtain the upper limit on the sum of the three signals, each signal is
first weighted by its respective cross section, and normalized to the total cross section given by
Eq. (7.15):

ws(mLQ, λ, κ) =
σs(mLQ, λ, κ)

σtot(mLQ, λ, κ)
, (12.1)

where s = single, pair, or nonres, such that the sum of the signals is normalized to 1 pb. Note
that this relative weight depends on mLQ and λ, and for the case of the vector-LQ model, it
also depend on κ. Similarly, for the sum of the resonant signals only, i.e., single plus pair LQ

production, each signal is reweighted by

ws(mLQ, λ, κ) =
σs(mLQ, λ, κ)

σres(mLQ, λ, κ)
, (12.2)

where s = single or pair, and σres is the resonant cross section defined by Eq. 7.16.
The upper limits on the cross sections are set as a function of mLQ. We can therefore find

the largest value of mLQ excluded at 95% confidence level (CL) by numerically computing the
intersection between the theoretical cross section and the upper limit.

As explained in Section 7.4.4, the cross sections for single and nonresonant LQ signals varies
with the coupling strength λ. Consequently, an upper limit on the cross section can be derived
for different values of λ. This also allows us to convert the upper limit on the cross section to
an upper limit on λ at 95% CL as a function of mLQ. By finding the excluded mass for a range
of λ values, we exclude regions of the λ-mLQ phase space for each production mode separately,
and then for their combination.

Because the pair production cross section and the upper limit rpair on the cross section is
independent of λ, so is the lower limit on mLQ. It is a single value given by the intersection
between rpair and the theoretical cross section. The cross section does depend on κ in the vector
model, so a separate upper limit on λ is set for the two benchmarks used in this analysis, κ = 0

and 1.
For single LQ production only, both the upper limit rsingle on the cross section and the theo-

retical cross section depend on the value of λ. For the vector model, there is also a dependency
on the κ value. The chosen values of λ are 0.1, 0.2, 0.5, 1.0, 1.5, 2.0, and 2.5. For λ > 1,
dedicated event samples and cross sections are used to take into account the increased width
and the presence of soft events at low Mbτ (see Sections 7.4.1 and 7.4.2). For λ ≤ 1, the effect
of the width can be safely neglected, and therefore the simulated event sample of single LQ

production with λ = 1 is used.
Because the nonresonant cross section is simply proportional to λ4, the following formula is

used to compute the upper limit on λ for a given value of mLQ:

λnonres
min = 4

√
rnonres

σnonres , (12.3)

where rnonres is the expected upper limit on the cross section of a nonresonant signal.
For the total signal, the lower limit on mLQ is found per λ with the intersection method. For

λ = 0, there is no single or nonresonant production, and the excluded mass values are manually
set to those of the pair LQ search. Conversely, at high values of λ, the limit on the total signal
in λ-mLQ phase space converges to the limit on the nonresonant signal.

For systematic studies, we typically consider two benchmarks: mLQ = 1400GeV with λ = 1,
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which is more sensitive to pair production, and mLQ = 2000GeV with λ = 2.5, which is more
sensitive to the nonresonant signal.

12.3 Bias study

The 20% bin-merging threshold has been chosen with the goal of minimizing the expected bias in
the signal strength extracted by the maximum likelihood fit while retaining enough sensitivity.
A higher threshold, and thus finer binning, can result in a larger bias. The bias test is performed
by generating toy data sets from the expected background plus signal, and performing a binned
maximum likelihood fit of the signal strength µ to toy data sets. The signal is normalized to
the respective expected 95% CL upper limit on the cross section to test the analysis at the
threshold of its sensitivity. Furthermore, the bin-by-bin uncertainties are not included during
toy generation, since these would not exist for real data. A comparison of different binning
thresholds is shown in Fig. 12.2, assuming different signal strengths. The toy distribution of the
signal strength with the current bin-merging threshold of 20% is shown in Fig. 12.1. Overall, the
bias for an injected signal strength of µinj = 1 varies between −36 and −8%, depending on the
LQ model (scalar or vector) and LQ mass. The same test has been done for µinj = 2 (twice the
expected upper limit) with similar results. A 20% bias (in units of σ) corresponds to a coverage
error of approximately 1.0% [377] and an uncertainty of approximately

√
12 + 0.22 − 1 = 2.0%.

12.4 Systematic uncertainties

This section will discuss the statistical and systematical uncertainties that are taken into account
in the fit. Some uncertainties, like the one in luminosity, only introduce an overall normalization
effect, while others may affect the normalization or the shape of the SMET

T or χ distribution of
the signal and background processes. Both types are included in the fit as nuisance parameters.

12.4.1 Uncertainties in normalization

The uncertainty in the integrated luminosity varies between 1.2 and 2.5%, depending on the
year [378–380], and affects the normalization of the signal and background processes that are
based on simulation. Uncertainties in the electron or muon identification and trigger efficiency
amount to 2% each [381]. For events where electrons or muons are misidentified as τh candidates,
predominantly Z → e+e− events in the eτh channel and Z → µ+µ− events in the µτh channel, rate
uncertainties of 12 and 25% [300], respectively, are applied, as determined by a tag-and-probe
method.

The QCD multijet background estimation in eµ and µµ is found to have rate uncertainties of
up to 20%. The uncertainty in the Z+ jets cross-section is estimated using a dedicated CR in
events with two τh candidates and at least one b-tagged jet. A 30% uncertainty is assigned to
the Z+ jets cross section in the ≥1b category on the basis of the expected fluctuations in the
total number of data events in this CR. In the other signal categories, the uncertainty in the
NNLO computation is given as 3%. The uncertainties in the cross section for the tt, diboson,
and single top quark processes are 5.5, 6, and 5.5%, respectively. These uncertainties in the
cross sections are treated as correlated between the years, but uncorrelated between the 0j and
the other signal categories.
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Figure 12.1: Bias test when fitting for the total vector LQ signal in all categories with the
complete data set, estimated with toys using an injected signal µinj = 1 (left) and 2 (right).
LQ masses 500 (top), 1400 (middle), and 2000 (bottom) are shown with a coupling strength of
λ = 1. The signal templates are normalized to the expected 95% CL upper limit on the cross
section. Bins are merged with a 20% uncertainty threshold. The extra panel also visualizes the
comparison of the injected cross section σinj. = µinj.σ to the expected cross section measurement
⟨µmeas.⟩σinj., and its expected uncertainty
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Figure 12.2: Biases versus mLQ when fitting for the total vector-LQ signal using different bin-
merging threshold (30% is finest, 10% is coarsest). The signal templates are normalized to the
expected 95% CL upper limit on the cross section, and the bias is estimated with toys with an
injected signal µinj = 0 (top), 1 (second from top), 2 (second from bottom), and 3 (bottom).
Different LQ masses between are shown with a coupling strength of λ = 1. The central value is
the mean of the fitted gaussian (e.g. see Fig. 12.1), and the error bar is the uncertainty in the
fitted mean. Note: These plots were produced before unblinding to decide on the final binning
threshold of 20%.
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12.4.2 Uncertainties in shape

The τh identification efficiency SFs are applied as a function of pT for the semileptonic channels
(µτh and eτh), and are decay-mode dependent for the τhτh channel because of the use of the
double-τh trigger. The uncertainty in the τh identification efficiency is taken as the total un-
certainty in the measurement discussed in Section 9.1.2, and is fully uncorrelated between the
years.

The uncertainty in the τh energy scale depends on the τh decay mode and pT, and varies
between 0.6 and 1.4% for pT < 34GeV, and between 1 and 4% for pT > 170GeV, with a simple
linear interpolation between the respective uncertainties for 34 < pT < 170GeV. It is only
applied to the background components with genuine τh, namely those in simulated Z+ jets,
tt, and LQ events. It is uncorrelated between the years and signal categories, but correlated
between the different channels. Similarly, for events where a muon or electron is misidentified
as a τh candidate, a shape uncertainty is derived by varying the τh energy scale by 3%. The
τh trigger efficiency has been measured using the “tag-and-probe” technique [299] and the shape
uncertainty in the measurement is obtained with the uncertainty in the measured SFs.

The uncertainties in the jet energy scale are up to 4%, depending on the jet pT and η [282].
The uncertainties in the jet energy scale and resolution are taken into account as shape uncer-
tainties by taking the one-standard deviation variations of the corrections, and propagating them
to all the affected variables in the analysis (including jet pT, jet multiplicity, b tag multiplicity,
pmiss
T and SMET

T ). They are uncorrelated between the years, but correlated between the different
decay channels of each signal category. For the case of the 0j categories, the uncertainties in JER
and unclustered energy can be neglected, while instead an overall uncertainty in acceptance of
5% is observed for the jet energy scale, which is anti-correlated to the same uncertainty in the
b tag categories.

The uncertainties in the b tagging efficiency of heavy flavors (b and c quark) and the misiden-
tification rate of light flavors (u, d and s quark, or gluon) are propagated from the uncertainties
in the b tagging SFs. The efficiencies for b and c quarks are treated as correlated, as are the
misidentification rate for light flavors. Furthermore, the uncertainties are correlated between
the 0b and ≥1b categories. By the nature of the b tagging SFs, the overall yield of the resulting
up and down shape variations are automatically anti-correlated between 0b and ≥1b, which is
clear from Fig. 12.3. Most of the shape variations have little dependence on SMET

T , with about
a 1% change in overall yield in the ≥1b category, and less than 3% in 0b. The uncertainties are
only partially correlated between the years.

The uncertainties in the FF method include the total systematic uncertainties in the mea-
surement of the FFs and its corrections in each of the W+ jets, tt and QCD CRs, as well as the
statistical uncertainty in the fit of the FFs. The statistical uncertainty is split into the different
Nµ

jets and ∆R(ℓ, τh) bins of the FF parametrization. They are treated as uncorrelated between
the years and signal categories, as the dominant background process can differ. The shape un-
certainties in the FFs are normalized to the nominal j → τh event yield, and their total variation
in event yield is combined into one normalization nuisance parameter, which is summarized in
Table 12.1.

The uncertainty in the Z pT reweighting is applied by varying the weight 50% up and down.
The top pT reweighting is not applied nominally, but a large shape variation of the tt template
is chosen so that it is effectively treated as a flat prior, as discussed in Section 8.6. The shape
variations are correlated across channels, but decorrelated between the 0j, 0b, and ≥1b cate-
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Figure 12.3: Comparison of the SMET
T shapes with different variations of the b tagging efficiency

SFs, using simulated tt events in the eµ channel. Left: 0b category. Right: ≥1b category.
Note: The variations are automatically anti-correlated between these two categories, as would
be expected.

0.5, 0.5 0.5, 1 0.5, 2 1, 0.5 1, 1 1, 2 2, 0.5 2, 1 2, 2

 scale variationFµ, Rµ
0.8

0.85
0.9

0.95
1

1.05
1.1

1.15
1.2

1.25

(1
,1

)
ge

n
 wΣ

) 
/ 

Fµ,
Rµ(

ge
n

w
Σ

Drell-Yan (LO, jet-binned, M > 50 GeV)

2018, 59.7 fb-1 (13 TeV)Private work (CMS simulation)

0.5, 0.5 0.5, 1 0.5, 2 1, 0.5 1, 1 1, 2 2, 0.5 2, 1 2, 2

 scale variationFµ, Rµ
0.8

0.85
0.9

0.95
1

1.05
1.1

1.15
1.2

1.25

(1
,1

)
ge

n
 wΣ

) 
/ 

Fµ,
Rµ(

ge
n

w
Σ

tt

2018, 59.7 fb-1 (13 TeV)Private work (CMS simulation)

Figure 12.4: Comparison of the sum of weights for different variations of the renormalization
and factorization scales, µR and µF, normalized to the nominal scale, (µR, µF) = (1, 1). Left:
Drell-Yan sample generated at LO by MadGraph with Mℓℓ > 50GeV. Right: tt sample
generated at NLO by powheg.
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Figure 12.5: Comparison of the SMET
T shapes in the ≥1b category with different variations of

the renormalization and factorization scales µR & µF, after renormalizing to the nominal yield.
Left: Drell-Yan sample in the µµ channel generated at LO by MadGraph with Mℓℓ > 50GeV.
Right: tt sample in the eµ channel generated at NLO by powheg.
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gories, as well as between years. It has been checked that this uncertainty is well-constrained
by just the eµ channel, which has a large and pure tt yield compared to the other channels, and
a negligible amount of signal contamination. The shape is created by taking the top-quark pT

reweighting measured with data (see Eq. (8.6)), and inflated by taking the weight to the power
5 for up, and −5 for down.

The shape uncertainties in the renormalization and factorization scales µR and µF are com-
puted by taking the envelope of all variations generated by changing each scale simultaneously
by the same or a different factor (0.5, 1 or 2) while keeping the total yield constant to the nomi-
nal one. Extreme combinations (µR, µF) = (0.5, 2) or (2, 0.5) are excluded. To renormalize each
shape variation to the nominal yield, the sum of weights shown in Fig. 12.4 are used. Figure 12.5
shows examples of the shape variations of SMET

T in the ≥1b category after renormalizing. Sim-
ilarly, the systematic uncertainties in the PDFs are taken into account by determining in each
bin the symmetric uncertainty in the cross section due to the PDF. For Hessian PDF sets, we
use

∆σ =

√√√√
Nmem∑

m=1

(σm − σ0)
2, (12.4)

where Nmem is the total number of members in a given PDF set, and σ0 is the central value of
the PDF set. For MC sets, we use the standard deviation

∆σ =

√√√√ 1

Nmem − 1

Nmem∑

m=1

(σm − ⟨σ⟩)2, (12.5)

where ⟨σ⟩ is simply the average

⟨σ⟩ = 1

Nmem

Nmem∑

m=1

σm. (12.6)

This procedure is described in Ref. [382].
The uncertainty in the prefire corrections to 2016 and 2017 simulated events is simply taken

by varying the event weight up and down by the prefire correction uncertainty.
Finally, uncertainties related to the limited number of simulated events are taken into ac-

count with the Barlow-Beeston-lite approach [351, 352]. They are considered for all bins of the
distributions that are used to extract the results. They are kept uncorrelated across the different
samples and across the bins of a single distribution.

All systematic uncertainties are summarized in Table 12.1.
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Table 12.1: The sources of uncertainty considered, categorized as to whether they affect the
normalization or shape of the distributions. “s.d.” refers to the standard deviation on the
uncertainty of the source.

Systematic source Channel
eτh µτh τhτh eµ µµ

Integrated luminosity 1.2–2.5%
Electron ident. 2% — — 2% —
Electron trigger 2% — — — —
Muon ident. — 2% — 2% 2%
Muon trigger — 2% — 2% 2%
e misident. as τh rate 12% — 12% — —
µ misident. as τh rate — 25% 25% — —
pmiss
T scale Up to 4%

QCD multijet normalization — — — 20% 20%
Z+ jets cross section 20% in ≥1b, 3% otherwise
tt cross section 5.5%
W+ jets cross section — — — 6% 6%
Diboson cross section 6%
Single top quark cross section 5.5%
FF norm., 0b 3.0% 2.5% 2.2% — —
FF norm., ≥1b 2.5% 1.8% 1.7% — —
FF norm., 0j, 200 < mvis < 400GeV 1.4% 1.1% 0.3% — —
FF norm., 0j, 400 < mvis < 600GeV 3.9% 3.1% 3.0% — —
FF norm., 0j, mvis > 600GeV 4.0% 3.6% 3.0% — —
Jet energy scale 5% in 0j

τh ident. efficiency ±1 s.d. in SF — —
τh energy scale ±1 s.d. on the energy scale — —
µ misident. as τh energy scale ±1% on the energy scale — —
e misident. as τh energy scale ±1 s.d. on the energy scale — —
FF shape variations Syst. shape variations — —
τh trigger — — ±1 s.d. in the SF — —
b tagging efficiency ±1 s.d. in b tagging SFs
b tagging mistag rate ±1 s.d. in b tagging SFs
Jet energy scale ±1 s.d. in SF in 0b, ≥1b
Jet energy resolution ±1 s.d. in SF in 0b, ≥1b
PDF variations Envelope of PDF variations
µR & µF variations Envelope of scale variations
Z pT reweighting Weight applied ±50%
Top pT reweighting (top pT weight)p with p = 5 or −5
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13 Results

This chapter will discuss the preliminary results of the LQ → bτ search that have already been
made public in Ref. [368].

13.1 Fit results

As explained in Chapter 12, a binned maximum likelihood fit [376] of the observed SMET
T and

χ distributions in all channels, event categories, and data-taking periods is performed to search
for a possible signal over the expected background.

Figure 13.1 shows the postfit distributions of SMET
T in the τhτh and eµ channels in the 0b

category and ≥1b categories, while Fig. 13.2 shows the postfit distributions of χ in the bins of the
0j category with 400 < mvis < 600GeV and mvis > 600GeV. These distributions are obtained
by adding up distributions from different data-taking periods. To achieve this, distributions
with common binning are created, to which the fit results are applied. This is needed because
the automatic rebinning described in Section 12.1 may vary between the years in the main fit.
The uncertainty bands include the statistical uncertainties and all postfit uncertainties on the
background expectation. The total LQ signal for the benchmark mLQ = 2000GeV with λ = 2.5

and κ = 1 is overlaid. The signal is normalized to the fitted cross section.
Table 13.1 shows the best-fit signal cross section with the corresponding significance for

different LQ production modes. For lower masses and coupling strengths λ, the observed data
agree with the standard model expectation within one standard deviation. At higher masses
and coupling strengths, however, an excess with a significance of up to 3.4 standard deviations
above the SM background expectation is found. This excess is observed across several channels,
as well as in both the χ and SMET

T distributions in the different jet categories. The excess is
most prominent for the nonresonant signal in the analysis, which contributes to the combined
excess increasingly as larger LQ masses and couplings are considered. The significance of the
nonresonant signal by itself has no strong dependence on mLQ or λ, hence the trial factor is
negligible. When combined with the pair and single production contributions to the total LQ
signal, the excess at lower LQ masses and couplings is reduced.

To better illustrate where the excess is localized, we reorder and stack the χ and SMET
T bins

by S/(S + B), where S (B) is the total fitted signal (background) yield in a given bin. The
resulting histograms are shown in Fig. 13.3 for a vector-LQ model with mLQ = 1400 (2000) GeV
and λ = 1 (2.5). The excess becomes more evident at high λ, where more bins from the 0j
category appear at high S/(S +B) due to the increased sensitivity to a nonresonant signal. In
the next section, this will be shown by a breakdown of the upper limits.

13.2 Upper limits on the cross sections

Although we find an excess in a small part of the phase space, we set upper limits on the cross
section of single, pair, and nonresonant production, as well as their sum, with the asymptotic
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Figure 13.1: Postfit distributions of SMET
T for the combined 2016–2018 data set after a simul-

taneous fit of the scalar-LQ signal to the data in each data-taking period. The last bin includes
the overflow. The eµ (top) and τhτh (bottom) channels in the 0b (left) and ≥1b (right) category
are shown. The fitted signal distributions for the total scalar- (solid red) and vector-LQ model
(dashed red) with a mass of 2000GeV and a coupling strength of λ = 2.5 are overlaid to illus-
trate the sensitivity. They include the single and pair LQ production, as well as the nonresonant
production of a τ lepton pair through t-channel LQ exchange. The lower panel shows the ratio
between the observed data and background from the fit (black). The hatched uncertainty bands
include the total postfit uncertainties in the background.
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Figure 13.2: Postfit distributions of χ for the combined 2016–2018 data set after a simultaneous
fit of the scalar-LQ signal to the data in each data-taking period. The eµ (top) and τhτh (bottom)
channels in the 400 < mvis < 600GeV (left) and mvis > 600GeV (right) category are shown.
The fitted nonresonant signal for the scalar- (solid red) and vector-LQ model (dashed red) with
a mass of 2000GeV and a coupling strength of λ = 2.5 are overlaid to illustrate the sensitivity.
The lower panel shows the ratio between the observed data and background from the fit (black).
The hatched uncertainty bands include the total postfit uncertainties in the background.
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Figure 13.3: Histograms of log10
[
S/(S +B)

]
counting events in all bins, assuming a vector

LQ with mLQ = 1400GeV and λ = 1.0 (left), or mLQ = 2000GeV and λ = 2.5 (right). The
log10

[
S/(S +B)

]
is computed per bin of the postfit χ and SMET

T distributions after the signal
fit. The total LQ signal strength (single, pair & nonresonant) is fitted simultaneously. The
expected background is grouped by jet categories in stacked histograms, and the red line is the
fitted signal on top of the total backgrounds. The lower panel shows the ratio of the observed
data to the expected background from the fit.

Table 13.1: Best-fit LQ cross sections σfit for various masses and coupling strengths λ, and
the corresponding significance z (given in standard deviations) for different production modes
individually, as well as their combination.

Signal mLQ = 1400GeV mLQ = 2000GeV
σfit [fb] z σfit [fb] z

Pair 0.24+0.47
−0.45 0.5 0.22+0.41

−0.39 0.0
Single, λ = 1 1.15+0.95

−0.92 1.3 0.64+0.68
−0.65 1.0

Single, λ = 2.5 9.1+5.6
−5.3 1.7 18+11

−11 1.7
Nonres. 70+23

−22 3.4 63+20
−19 3.5

Total, λ = 1 1.7+1.9
−1.8 0.9 9.6+6.2

−5.9 1.7
Total, λ = 2.5 43+16

−15 2.9 62+20
−19 3.4

Pair 0.24+0.46
−0.44 0.0 0.24+0.41

−0.39 0.0
Single, λ = 1 1.00+0.89

−0.85 1.2 0.60+0.66
−0.63 1.0

Single, λ = 2.5 9.1+6.5
−6.2 1.5 25+18

−17 1.4
Nonres. 58+18

−17 3.5 51+16
−15 3.5

Total, λ = 1 1.2+1.5
−1.4 0.8 7.7+5.1

−4.8 1.7
Total, λ = 2.5 12.2+7.1

−6.8 1.8 43+15
−14 3.1

Pair 0.24+0.46
−0.44 0.0 0.24+0.41

−0.39 0.0
Single, λ = 1 1.00+0.89

−0.85 1.2 0.60+0.66
−0.63 1.0

Single, λ = 2.5 9.1+6.5
−6.2 1.5 25+18

−17 1.4
Nonres. 58+18

−17 3.5 51+16
−15 3.5

Total, λ = 1 0.42+0.69
−0.66 0.6 1.3+1.5

−1.4 0.5
Total, λ = 2.5 12.2+7.1

−6.8 1.8 43+15
−14 3.1
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CLs modified-frequentist criterion, as explained in Section 12.2. The observed and expected
upper limits on the cross section of the different production modes and their combination are
shown in Figs. 13.4–13.6 for scalar- and vector-LQ production at 95% CL, respectively. Note
that the quantity of the vertical axis varies between the plots. In Fig. 13.7, I have rescaled the
upper limits on the cross sections of each individual production mode to the upper limit on the
total cross section using Eq. (12.1) in order to compare them directly. This illustrates how each
of the three production modes (single, pair, and nonresonant) contributes to the upper limit on
the total cross section, and therefore where the sensitivity lies. For the resonant signals, the
observed data agree with the SM background expectation, as well as for the combined signal
at λ = 1. The upper limits on the nonresonant signal, however, show an excess of about 3σ,
resulting from several small excesses in the low χ bins and high SMET

T bins, where the S+B
fit can better explain the data than the B-only fit. As expected from its relatively large cross
section and hard kinematics, pair production dominates the sensitivity for an LQ signal at low
coupling and low mass. At 95% confidence level, LQ masses below 1.25TeV are excluded for
the scalar model with λ = 1, and below 1.53 (1.86) GeV for the vector model with λ = 1 and
nonminimal coupling κ = 0 (1). At λ = 2.5, the lower limits are 1.37 TeV for a scalar model,
and 1.86 (1.96) GeV for a vector model with κ = 0 (1).

13.3 Exclusion of coupling & mass

As explained in Section 12.2, each production mode has a different dependency on λ, which
allows us to exclude different regions of the λ-mLQ phase space by setting an upper limit on
λ and a lower limit on mLQ at 95% CL. This is shown in Figs. 13.8 and 13.9 They include
one line for each production mode, as well as their combination, which allows for the exclusion
of a larger region at higher values of λ, where the single and nonresonant production start to
contribute more significantly. Figure 13.10 shows the upper limit on the coupling strength for
LQs exchanged in the t channel with an extended mass range. The region with blue shading
shows the parameter space preferred by one of the models proposed to explain the anomalies in
B hadron decays with leptons [113]. Thanks to the sensitivity to the LQ pair production, large
part of this parameter space can already be excluded.

13.4 Impacts & pulls

Figure 13.11 shows how the profile of the negative logarithm of the likelihood (NLL) breaks down
when including different uncertainties in the fit of the total vector-LQ signal. It shows that the
measurement of the signal strength r is statistically dominated at smaller values of λ, where the
total LQ signal is dominated by pair production in the high tail of SMET

T . At higher values of the
masses and λ, the LQ signal becomes more dominated by the nonresonant production, which is
constrained by the low-χ bins and the whole SMET

T tail, which have relatively higher expected
yield. As such, the statistical and systematic uncertainty in the signal strength becomes more
comparable for a mass of 2000 GeV and λ = 2.5.

To study how nuisance parameters can affect the measurement of the signal strength r, we
define the impact on r as the shift ∆r̂ that is induced in r by nuisance parameter θ if the fit is
performed with θ fixed to

θ = θ̂ ±∆θ̂, (13.1)
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Figure 13.4: The observed and expected upper limit on the cross section of different scalar
LQ → bτ signals at 95% CL. Shown are pair (top left), nonresonant (top right), and single
production with λ = 1 (middle left) and λ = 2.5 (middle right), as well as the total signal
with λ = 1 (bottom left) and λ = 2.5 (bottom right). The inner (green) band and the outer
(yellow) band indicate the regions containing 68 and 95%, respectively, of the distribution of
limits expected under the background-only hypothesis. The red line shows the cross section with
the hatched band indicating the theoretical uncertainties.
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Figure 13.5: The observed and expected upper limit on the cross section of different vector
LQ → bτ signals at 95% CL. Shown are pair (top left), nonresonant (top right), and single
production with λ = 1 (second row left) or λ = 2.5 (second row right), as well as the total signal
with λ = 1 (third row left) and λ = 2.5 (third row right), assuming a nonminimal coupling of
κ = 1. The inner (green) band and the outer (yellow) band indicate the regions containing 68 and
95%, respectively, of the distribution of limits expected under the background-only hypothesis.
The red line shows the cross section calculated at LO with the hatched band indicating the
theoretical uncertainties.
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Figure 13.6: The observed and expected upper limit on the cross section of the total vector
LQ → bτ signal at 95% CL, assuming a nonminimal coupling of κ = 0, and λ = 0 (left)
or λ = 2.5 (right). The inner (green) band and the outer (yellow) band indicate the regions
containing 68 and 95%, respectively, of the distribution of limits expected under the background-
only hypothesis. The red line shows the cross section calculated at LO with the hatched band
indicating the theoretical uncertainties.
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Figure 13.7: The expected upper limit on the total LQ production cross section at 95% CL
comparing each production mode as a separate signal to illustrate their respective sensitivity
and contribution to the total sensitivity. Single LQ production is shown in green, pair in red,
nonresonant in orange, and the total black. All years and all channels in each category are
combined. The top (bottom) plots are for scalar (vector) LQs, while the left (right) plots are
for λ = 1 (λ = 2.5).
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Figure 13.8: The observed and expected upper limits at 95% CL on the coupling strength λ
of a scalar LQ. All years and all ττ decay channels in each category are combined. The limits
derived for the single (green), pair (red), nonresonant (orange), and total LQ production (black)
are shown. Bands around the expected limit lines correspond to the regions containing 68% of
the distribution of limits expected under the background-only hypothesis.
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Figure 13.9: The observed and expected upper limits at 95% CL on the coupling strength
λ of a vector-LQ model with κ = 0 (left) and κ = 1 (right). All years and all ττ decay
channels in each category are combined. The limits derived for the single (green), pair (red),
nonresonant (orange), and total LQ production (black) are shown. Bands around the expected
limit lines correspond to the regions containing 68% of the distribution of limits expected under
the background-only hypothesis. The region with blue shading shows the parameter space
preferred by one of the models proposed to explain the anomalies observed in B hadron decays,
see Eq. (7.11) and Ref. [113].
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Figure 13.10: The observed and expected upper limits at 95% CL on the coupling strength λ
of a scalar- (left) and vector-LQ model (right) determined by considering only the nonresonant
production of two τ leptons through t-channel LQ exchange. The inner (green) band and the
outer (yellow) band indicate the regions containing 68 and 95%, respectively, of the distribution
of limits expected under the background-only hypothesis. The region with blue shading shows
the parameter space preferred by one of the models proposed to explain anomalies observed in
B physics, see Eq. (7.11) and Ref. [113].
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Figure 13.11: The negative log likelihood profiles in the signal strength r for the total vector-
LQ signal assuming κ = 1. The total statistical and systematic uncertainty (black) is broken
down into statistical without bin-by-bin uncertainties (red), and statistical with bin-by-bin un-
certainties (blue). The statistical component is obtained by fixing all nuisance parameters in
the fit to the best-fit value. Left: mLQ = 1400GeV and λ = 1. Right: mLQ = 2000GeV and
λ = 2.5. The fit is performed with the signal templates normalized to the expected upper limit
on the cross section.
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where θ̂ is the post-fit value of θ, and ∆θ̂ is the post-fit uncertainty of one standard deviation.
Furthermore, to study how the nuisance parameter θ is shifted by a fit to the data and how its
uncertainties are constrained in this fit, we define the post-fit central value of θ that is normalized
to the pre-fit values of θ:

p
(
θ̂
)
=
θ̂ − θ0
∆θ

, (13.2)

where θ0 is the central pre-fit value, and ∆θ is the pre-fit uncertainty in θ = θ0. Within the
CMS Collaboration, this quantity is often referred to as the pull of θ. The pulls and impacts
of the most important nuisance parameters are shown in Fig. 13.12. At lower values of masses
and λ, the parameters that have the largest impact are the bin-by-bin uncertainties of the last
SMET
T bins that have the most sensitivity to single and pair production. These are statistical in

nature. At higher values of masses and λ, however, nuisance parameters related to τh systematic
uncertainties become more important.

To further investigate the excess, the pulls of the most important systematics in background-
only (B-only) and background-plus-signal (S+B) fits are compared in Figs. 13.13. Little differ-
ence between the background-only and S+B fit pulls is observed. The backgrounds are therefore
already strongly constrained by the numerous low-purity regions, such as the eµ channel, the 0b
and 200 < mvis < 400GeV categories, and the side bands of each distribution (i.e. low SMET

T

and high χ).
There are also no strong correlations found between the nuisance parameters and signal

strength r in the S+B fit, as is shown in Fig. 13.14 for two representative mLQ-λ points. At
lower values of mass and λ, the nuisance parameters with the strongest correlations (ρ) have
ρ > −0.38. These are related to the bin-by-bin uncertainties of the most sensitive SMET

T bins in
the τhτh channel of the ≥1b category and are anti-correlated to r, as expected. At large values
of masses and λ, the strongest (anti-)correlations are related to systematic shape uncertainties
related to the SFs and energy scale of the τ lepton. As mentioned above, the backgrounds can
be well constrained. Figure 13.15 also presents the correlation matrix of the SMET

T bins in the
2018 data set as a representative example. The matrices reveal no strong correlation between
different SMET

T distributions in the same event category of the same year, or between the bins of
the same SMET

T . Most of the largest correlations between bins in different channels or categories
are still well below 20%.

13.5 Discussion

Figure 13.16 shows a summary of lower limits on LQ masses from searches by CMS. ATLAS
has set similar limits. Roughly speaking, most types of LQ-fermion couplings for scalar-LQ
masses below 1TeV have been excluded. The strongest limits are set on vector scenarios, of
which most types are excluded below 1.5 (1.8) TeV for κ = 0 (1) as the cross sections tends to
be considerably larger than for the scalar case.

Up until now, the most stringent limits on the production of an LQ couplings to a τ lepton and
a bottom quark come from an analysis by the ATLAS Collaboration, in which a scalar (vector)
LQ with mass below 1.25 (1.8)TeV was excluded in a search for LQ pair production [384].
The LQ search presented in this analysis achieves very similar limits. Previously, a search for
single production of a scalar LQ with the same decay mode was also performed by the CMS
Collaboration with just 2016 data, and is now superseded by the present search [385]. Other
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Figure 13.12: Pulls and impacts for the nuisance parameters with the largest impact in the
measurement of the signal strength of the total vector-LQ signal in all categories. Top: mLQ =
1400GeV and λ = 1. Bottom: mLQ = 2000GeV and λ = 2.5. Note that the signal template is
normalized to the expected upper limit on the cross section.
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Figure 13.13: Background-only (black) and S+B pulls (red) of nuisance parameters represent-
ing systematic uncertainties in the fit of the signal strength of the total LQ signal in all categories
observed with the full Run-2 data set. The values are shown for the vector model with mass
2000 GeV, λ = 2.5, and κ = 1. The signal template is normalized to the expected upper limit
on the cross section.
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Figure 13.14: Correlation matrix of the nuisance parameters with the total signal strength r
in all event categories. Only parameters with ρ > 0.10 are shown. Top: For mLQ = 1400GeV
and λ = 1. Bottom: For mLQ = 2000GeV and λ = 2.5.
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100 9 17 15 25 -2 9 6 3 -4 -10 1 -8 -6 5 -12 16 -5 7 -14 1 2 -7 7 -17 -1 -6 -1 -12 -4 -6 0 -7 -18 1 -8 -4 -4 -5 -1 2 -6 -4 -3 -3 -4 -6 -3 2 -2 2 -0 -5 2 13 -0 8 -4 -2 7 -10 0 4 0 7 1 3 -3 -7 -2 -10 4 -11 3 6 -7 -6 -1 6 -9 -6 11 -4 -4 -3 -4 2 -7 2 4 -0 9 -5 6 -1 7 6

9 100 15 27 16 17 -6 -4 10 1 6 -7 -9 -7 -10 7 -7 -11 -12 -5 -3 9 -1 -1 1 13 5 0 4 8 2 4 13 -2 -11 5 -6 6 9 1 -2 -2 -11 -5 -3 0 6 11 3 9 2 5 4 1 14 5 7 9 7 -6 4 -4 -4 5 -2 8 12 5 -2 7 -0 9 6 5 2 5 9 -8 10 6 -3 9 2 1 11 -0 -5 -2 -0 -7 -0 6 6 -4 7 -1 -0

17 15 100 35 19 6 -6 12 17 5 1 8 4 -4 -5 -7 -8 5 -3 -8 -5 1 -10 10 1 -3 5 5 -5 -11 -6 1 2 -0 -6 1 -5 -11 -15 -3 -4 18 -10 2 -8 4 1 5 -5 15 -6 1 -6 -0 4 7 1 7 2 -0 -2 -3 3 -1 -3 -2 2 -2 -13 7 6 -9 -2 3 1 -14 -9 5 1 0 10 -0 -5 -16 1 -4 -15 -10 -4 -5 -4 -1 5 1 6 4 -4

15 27 35 100 29 15 7 16 -0 -2 13 2 -4 0 11 -16 -15 7 0 -7 6 -4 -0 -0 -6 7 5 1 6 1 5 -4 5 0 -9 6 -13 6 -12 -0 -5 3 -8 -12 -7 1 9 9 13 17 -1 9 -5 5 13 4 -1 2 6 -3 8 -8 -1 1 1 -1 -4 -2 -1 -4 -4 7 -2 3 2 -6 -14 -3 5 2 -0 4 3 -7 -6 -9 -9 -5 0 -6 -2 2 3 2 2 -2 -2

25 16 19 29 100 17 10 17 6 26 5 5 4 -12 -8 -6 4 5 7 -7 0 5 1 0 0 7 2 15 4 3 -9 -6 -17 -2 -3 6 -18 -9 -19 5 -2 4 -2 -3 10 11 10 -3 10 3 3 11 -3 10 19 8 3 -2 -5 -16 -7 -7 -4 4 1 6 -2 -5 -12 -3 -4 0 -14 6 -4 -5 -3 1 -2 -0 -11 -8 9 5 -2 -1 -9 -13 10 -17 -14 -5 -3 -2 3 7 -5

-2 17 6 15 17 100 3 12 8 -6 10 5 12 -2 -3 6 9 -0 -8 -7 -10 3 8 6 12 19 5 12 7 -6 -3 -2 3 -7 -7 4 2 8 -4 4 12 2 -15 -7 -11 -14 -1 -1 3 8 7 8 -11 -2 -1 2 -5 -1 -5 -4 -3 3 1 -2 -8 -2 10 10 8 8 15 6 14 -5 -1 -5 -13 -8 6 4 0 5 8 7 6 -0 3 0 -1 -6 0 11 -2 9 7 8 -5

9 -6 -6 7 10 3 100 8 1 15 -1 19 -6 -4 1 13 12 2 7 -14 7 8 -4 -4 6 4 -6 2 5 9 -0 -11 5 16 -2 -10 3 -7 6 -5 3 2 -2 -8 -2 -5 0 -5 -3 11 9 8 -6 6 -2 -2 5 -7 -7 2 3 -4 -3 -5 2 0 2 5 3 -3 3 2 -8 -4 -12 1 -8 9 3 2 1 3 3 -5 -1 1 -3 -4 8 -11 -0 -1 -1 -7 -3 1 -4

6 -4 12 16 17 12 8 100 10 17 14 10 10 -5 3 -1 6 13 10 1 3 7 -8 6 4 -3 -4 -13 -2 -7 -13 -4 -12 3 4 -3 6 6 -20 -8 18 2 -11 -14 -16 -9 8 -18 -8 -2 6 5 -7 -0 16 -3 -6 -11 -6 -15 -13 -1 16 1 15 13 -7 14 -9 13 8 -6 -5 1 1 -1 -2 14 -7 2 5 -1 3 -3 -1 0 -7 3 -7 -3 -8 -1 -0 1 -14 3 -1

3 10 17 -0 6 8 1 10 100 14 11 16 7 1 -0 2 10 5 -4 6 3 -7 -16 4 -6 -4 3 2 -2 -11 12 0 3 3 14 -0 -1 -3 -8 0 7 -3 -8 -5 -5 12 10 4 6 4 -5 12 -1 -0 5 -4 -0 4 1 -2 -8 -4 4 3 13 11 14 5 1 8 16 12 1 6 1 2 7 2 -3 5 9 1 -8 -10 1 5 1 9 8 -4 3 2 7 4 -7 16 -12

-4 1 5 -2 26 -6 15 17 14 100 -0 7 12 -1 4 7 5 8 3 12 -1 -0 1 7 0 17 -6 -3 4 5 -2 -2 -10 -2 5 -3 -10 9 -2 5 3 -6 4 6 11 7 14 1 3 -3 -2 8 -1 3 9 5 -5 6 -5 -2 -9 -3 10 -1 11 2 -4 -5 -7 -7 5 1 -7 -10 -7 -1 -10 8 -3 9 8 -3 -12 -1 -1 -0 -1 3 12 -1 -3 1 2 8 7 6 1

-10 6 1 13 5 10 -1 14 11 -0 100 22 2 -0 2 -1 3 10 4 10 12 -6 -3 -3 7 4 2 16 5 -4 2 2 -1 10 5 3 -10 4 -9 8 2 12 9 5 5 7 12 2 10 6 -3 8 -6 -12 -1 -1 -13 5 4 7 -3 2 1 10 15 18 10 11 15 9 10 2 -2 -3 6 -5 -0 5 12 6 11 1 -2 -2 -4 8 2 1 -9 -10 1 -5 5 -5 -4 -6 6

1 -7 8 2 5 5 19 10 16 7 22 100 19 11 -1 6 20 18 8 1 11 -7 -14 -7 3 -2 10 7 1 -0 -2 18 -10 6 5 6 -3 6 -4 7 -3 5 12 9 5 -7 1 5 6 0 3 8 -8 7 1 -4 5 12 7 -4 3 -0 -0 4 2 5 8 10 2 12 9 -6 1 1 4 1 0 7 4 13 -1 1 -13 -8 -4 1 -1 -4 0 -5 -4 -9 -3 -2 1 24 7

-8 -9 4 -4 4 12 -6 10 7 12 2 19 100 -0 -1 6 4 3 9 -8 -7 1 4 4 5 7 12 -8 -3 6 -11 11 -6 -10 1 -13 -1 10 -4 -2 -18 -2 5 1 -8 -5 3 -7 7 5 1 -3 3 7 4 5 -0 3 -3 -14 -2 3 -6 -12 -4 -11 -7 14 6 6 6 11 13 9 2 2 -3 7 -3 8 1 -7 -7 0 4 5 -0 3 5 11 2 -5 7 5 12 -1 2

-6 -7 -4 0 -12 -2 -4 -5 1 -1 -0 11 -0 100 7 13 -7 2 3 5 -5 -13 -5 -4 -3 -11 -0 7 2 -6 13 2 -1 -1 -11 6 -8 -6 -1 -10 12 -9 8 11 12 -0 1 10 1 4 -8 13 4 -4 -6 -9 -1 12 3 8 -0 4 -0 1 0 11 -6 8 -2 3 3 -1 8 7 -1 1 0 -1 10 5 -4 16 1 2 5 9 6 16 -15 10 1 4 8 5 -4 -4 -11

5 -10 -5 11 -8 -3 1 3 -0 4 2 -1 -1 7 100 -6 7 14 -16 6 3 0 11 12 0 -4 -0 1 -3 -10 6 3 -3 -9 4 0 4 17 -4 12 7 -9 1 2 5 -2 2 4 -1 8 9 1 8 1 0 -1 4 7 -11 11 15 -1 -2 -14 -6 -2 -2 0 -7 -3 -4 14 -1 -8 0 -13 -19 1 4 -9 -16 5 0 -7 -9 -2 -10 -2 -14 4 12 -1 -11 13 -5 -3 -14

-12 7 -7 -16 -6 6 13 -1 2 7 -1 6 6 13 -6 100 13 -1 -2 9 10 -6 -3 -10 -1 3 1 16 12 1 5 -0 9 -1 15 11 16 3 -6 -2 1 2 -8 -7 -12 -7 -5 2 9 -0 -0 8 -4 -1 -1 -0 5 4 11 -5 1 11 -3 2 -5 -6 -7 12 13 -8 6 9 -2 8 -16 10 -1 8 12 -0 -14 11 -11 -14 -9 -1 10 8 -6 -2 5 1 6 -4 -10 2 11

16 -7 -8 -15 4 9 12 6 10 5 3 20 4 -7 7 13 100 7 1 -1 8 3 -0 8 5 -4 -19 4 -13 -13 -0 6 8 -7 21 17 -5 3 -7 6 6 -8 -1 -3 -4 -4 5 4 6 2 10 -1 3 10 -8 -7 -8 2 1 3 -4 -8 9 -6 6 9 4 4 5 14 13 3 -11 0 -5 9 -0 5 -4 0 -3 6 -5 -6 -9 10 9 7 8 1 1 8 1 3 -5 16 16

-5 -11 5 7 5 -0 2 13 5 8 10 18 3 2 14 -1 7 100 -4 9 21 -5 -1 9 -2 -8 8 16 -1 5 -2 12 -5 0 3 5 13 -1 -9 -13 1 4 4 5 4 -1 7 -0 3 1 -4 0 -4 0 4 7 -4 9 -4 -4 4 -0 12 1 -3 -0 -1 -1 -9 -2 10 1 -20 -2 4 -0 -10 5 -12 0 3 -6 8 -6 6 9 -10 -1 -1 -7 -2 1 2 4 -5 -1 2

7 -12 -3 0 7 -8 7 10 -4 3 4 8 9 3 -16 -2 1 -4 100 1 7 -7 -3 -4 -6 -8 8 5 -4 -3 -3 -3 -1 3 -5 -8 -1 2 -11 4 -3 -2 2 4 0 5 -9 -11 -14 -8 -3 -1 -8 4 -6 -5 3 -6 5 11 -3 -6 -10 -6 3 -7 -5 -2 -14 7 4 -8 1 1 4 1 11 17 -1 -7 8 6 -7 -9 -1 -1 1 -0 -2 3 9 -2 2 -14 -1 14 0

-14 -5 -8 -7 -7 -7 -14 1 6 12 10 1 -8 5 6 9 -1 9 1 100 15 -6 -7 3 0 2 2 4 3 2 4 14 -1 6 4 11 3 7 8 -3 -5 11 -2 2 3 4 8 -6 -4 -5 -9 -5 -4 -10 0 6 -3 11 12 7 -1 10 9 5 0 1 -4 -11 10 -0 7 -2 -1 -3 4 -3 -2 4 5 -1 1 8 4 -7 -1 -5 -7 5 -11 4 10 -4 0 -7 -2 -1 6

1 -3 -5 6 0 -10 7 3 3 -1 12 11 -7 -5 3 10 8 21 7 15 100 -2 -12 -3 -7 -5 5 16 6 7 5 -2 5 0 4 -2 -0 7 8 -7 3 9 -3 -1 -6 -0 5 -3 7 -6 -4 -6 -12 -3 0 -6 1 5 -6 3 -0 0 5 10 3 6 14 10 15 15 11 -5 -0 -6 19 7 -6 14 -1 -3 -13 -0 8 2 -1 12 0 6 -15 -0 -12 -20 -7 -8 -1 7 17

2 9 1 -4 5 3 8 7 -7 -0 -6 -7 1 -13 0 -6 3 -5 -7 -6 -2 100 26 30 15 14 3 1 -3 0 -1 -5 2 -4 2 -10 6 3 15 3 -1 4 -4 -1 6 -11 -12 3 -5 -16 0 -17 -11 -10 2 1 -12 -6 -12 -18 -8 -5 2 -2 -2 1 4 0 -11 -6 -5 -7 -5 -9 -2 -1 6 -1 -6 -6 10 -2 17 17 7 -6 -12 -18 4 3 2 3 -13 -1 9 4 19

-7 -1 -10 -0 1 8 -4 -8 -16 1 -3 -14 4 -5 11 -3 -0 -1 -3 -7 -12 26 100 24 19 13 13 2 12 -12 -5 -4 2 5 1 10 -5 1 3 1 2 -2 -10 -3 12 -10 -11 16 -4 12 18 -2 -1 5 4 -2 -14 -10 -8 -11 1 -6 -1 2 9 8 -1 -2 5 -10 -9 1 11 4 6 2 -21 -5 -4 9 4 -4 1 9 6 -9 -3 -11 -1 8 10 1 2 15 8 4 4

7 -1 10 -0 0 6 -4 6 4 7 -3 -7 4 -4 12 -10 8 9 -4 3 -3 30 24 100 10 13 5 8 -3 4 4 0 7 -3 0 -5 0 9 4 3 11 -4 -11 7 5 4 3 4 0 4 2 -2 3 1 -5 -3 -8 -7 -7 -3 -1 -1 1 -5 -11 -10 -8 -4 -9 3 -2 -9 1 -9 12 -13 -11 2 -7 -6 4 -5 0 3 4 -7 -10 -7 -2 1 14 0 -3 15 7 1 1

-17 1 1 -6 0 12 6 4 -6 0 7 3 5 -3 0 -1 5 -2 -6 0 -7 15 19 10 100 21 7 21 8 12 2 7 6 16 5 -2 11 3 5 2 3 -0 -6 -5 4 -6 -4 3 10 2 9 -4 0 7 5 -1 -12 12 -1 -23 5 -3 4 6 8 12 6 5 9 2 4 -0 3 -2 -2 -1 12 4 -12 10 9 1 -7 11 1 -8 -8 3 -2 8 -3 6 6 2 9 10 1

-1 13 -3 7 7 19 4 -3 -4 17 4 -2 7 -11 -4 3 -4 -8 -8 2 -5 14 13 13 21 100 7 10 10 9 6 -1 -3 3 -6 3 5 8 8 20 3 1 6 3 -1 0 9 12 5 7 9 3 7 13 10 2 1 2 11 -9 9 -1 7 4 5 -5 -4 -8 -0 -3 6 0 12 -6 -2 -4 -9 -18 -8 -2 3 12 -9 -5 -7 -3 5 -11 6 8 -1 6 -5 13 11 10 5

-6 5 5 5 2 5 -6 -4 3 -6 2 10 12 -0 -0 1 -19 8 8 2 5 3 13 5 7 7 100 10 14 9 -9 5 17 14 3 -1 1 1 1 -3 -2 14 1 -2 -1 -5 -12 6 7 4 -1 8 -14 13 6 17 13 3 4 -16 2 12 9 3 7 1 3 4 -5 -3 8 2 12 -7 16 -13 -5 9 6 9 -9 8 2 -3 -7 -10 -4 -6 -22 -4 -10 -7 -4 8 -4 -4 4

-1 0 5 1 15 12 2 -13 2 -3 16 7 -8 7 1 16 4 16 5 4 16 1 2 8 21 10 10 100 16 19 7 7 0 16 10 13 -9 -4 -6 10 8 1 7 12 9 10 0 -1 4 -3 -4 14 3 -1 -3 -6 -3 1 5 -8 12 5 -1 0 -5 -2 -4 0 -6 -8 8 -10 -13 -1 23 -3 -4 4 -16 -0 -3 8 0 3 -7 2 4 -2 -5 -3 -2 -6 -4 8 4 1 5

-12 4 -5 6 4 7 5 -2 -2 4 5 1 -3 2 -3 12 -13 -1 -4 3 6 -3 12 -3 8 10 14 16 100 11 -4 2 10 12 13 -1 1 -11 -10 10 -13 9 10 6 13 9 9 -2 4 -8 -8 16 2 6 9 1 -3 1 1 -10 1 1 6 2 5 2 -1 6 2 8 -2 15 8 2 16 5 -1 8 9 6 -4 -1 -10 -6 0 0 4 -10 -11 2 11 -1 4 8 -0 5 -2

-4 8 -11 1 3 -6 9 -7 -11 5 -4 -0 6 -6 -10 1 -13 5 -3 2 7 0 -12 4 12 9 9 19 11 100 9 7 8 5 10 0 -7 6 9 9 4 -6 10 14 4 -4 -1 -6 2 -7 -5 2 2 5 11 -2 -1 -12 -3 -2 15 -4 -8 -8 -12 -5 -2 -7 -9 -3 3 -1 -11 -10 -0 -2 0 -10 -3 -9 -6 -3 4 2 2 9 11 7 5 5 -1 -3 -0 15 8 -5 2

-6 2 -6 5 -9 -3 -0 -13 12 -2 2 -2 -11 13 6 5 -0 -2 -3 4 5 -1 -5 4 2 6 -9 7 -4 9 100 6 13 4 0 -1 14 11 10 2 -2 -9 3 -9 -10 -14 -6 -8 -15 -8 -9 4 -2 -9 -15 -0 -4 8 -0 10 8 -4 -8 -2 -4 5 -5 6 0 -4 16 2 4 5 -12 3 -3 -6 -5 -9 -2 8 7 0 5 6 12 7 14 8 0 7 -9 -10 3 5 -15

0 4 1 -4 -6 -2 -11 -4 0 -2 2 18 11 2 3 -0 6 12 -3 14 -2 -5 -4 0 7 -1 5 7 2 7 6 100 -12 4 -3 2 4 11 6 -5 -3 -11 3 3 5 6 -3 8 1 -4 4 1 7 -4 -4 5 1 -4 6 -1 -8 10 5 -9 -3 -0 -7 -1 -10 1 13 -3 8 -4 -2 6 1 -1 6 -3 -5 -0 -4 1 6 9 10 8 5 -8 -3 1 11 -6 -1 -5 11

-7 13 2 5 -17 3 5 -12 3 -10 -1 -10 -6 -1 -3 9 8 -5 -1 -1 5 2 2 7 6 -3 17 0 10 8 13 -12 100 4 6 15 2 8 17 -8 10 -1 -9 -6 -1 -2 -13 7 -1 4 5 3 -12 -6 -5 12 2 9 1 2 5 -5 3 -4 -1 -0 -0 -12 9 2 -2 7 4 -2 -2 8 -7 14 -6 3 9 14 15 7 2 12 12 5 -4 1 2 12 -0 -6 -6 -3 -2

-18 -2 -0 0 -2 -7 16 3 3 -2 10 6 -10 -1 -9 -1 -7 0 3 6 0 -4 5 -3 16 3 14 16 12 5 4 4 4 100 6 5 -8 1 -2 0 -6 -5 3 14 8 -1 -1 5 4 9 9 21 6 3 3 10 -14 4 5 -2 2 -7 -0 6 15 12 -2 6 11 -3 11 -1 13 6 -0 -9 5 -2 -15 4 -1 -7 -9 -4 -6 -3 11 -1 -6 -7 3 -2 6 1 1 3 -5

1 -11 -6 -9 -3 -7 -2 4 14 5 5 5 1 -11 4 15 21 3 -5 4 4 2 1 0 5 -6 3 10 13 10 0 -3 6 6 100 10 6 0 -12 4 -9 -13 1 10 2 -2 -4 1 -7 7 7 7 -1 1 10 1 -4 7 -5 -15 -1 -0 1 -10 4 5 0 13 8 8 16 10 -13 -4 1 4 1 9 -6 4 -8 -15 0 -9 -14 5 3 11 8 9 1 -5 3 7 1 4 4

-8 5 1 6 6 4 -10 -3 -0 -3 3 6 -13 6 0 11 17 5 -8 11 -2 -10 10 -5 -2 3 -1 13 -1 0 -1 2 15 5 10 100 2 9 0 -8 12 -8 -3 8 3 11 5 5 -1 7 2 7 1 12 -4 -6 -3 -1 -1 -2 7 10 14 8 -6 2 -10 -7 -6 -0 -4 -5 2 -2 3 1 -2 -8 -5 8 6 -5 -5 -11 -6 -3 -4 -9 12 -1 13 8 -7 -2 -3 -0 3

-4 -6 -5 -13 -18 2 3 6 -1 -10 -10 -3 -1 -8 4 16 -5 13 -1 3 -0 6 -5 0 11 5 1 -9 1 -7 14 4 2 -8 6 2 100 -3 8 -12 13 6 5 -20 -14 -15 1 -23 -16 -1 -4 -13 -7 -3 1 3 0 -0 4 -4 -4 -1 11 6 3 4 10 5 -1 15 -2 -8 8 0 -10 3 8 13 1 5 10 7 3 -1 4 -10 -3 -10 2 2 7 3 3 -3 5 5 -2

-4 6 -11 6 -9 8 -7 6 -3 9 4 6 10 -6 17 3 3 -1 2 7 7 3 1 9 3 8 1 -4 -11 6 11 11 8 1 0 9 -3 100 10 11 7 -1 -5 0 8 -3 -2 12 4 2 9 15 7 4 7 5 4 7 -9 8 11 -3 -2 -5 -6 -1 1 -1 9 -2 8 8 6 -6 7 -9 -10 -3 0 -2 4 5 -4 -7 -10 -2 0 9 11 0 9 10 -0 0 -9 8 4

-5 9 -15 -12 -19 -4 6 -20 -8 -2 -9 -4 -4 -1 -4 -6 -7 -9 -11 8 8 15 3 4 5 8 1 -6 -10 9 10 6 17 -2 -12 0 8 10 100 -7 1 8 1 -4 -1 -13 -7 2 -6 -7 -7 -2 -4 -2 -4 10 -2 -2 -11 14 2 -8 2 0 -2 1 12 0 1 -3 1 6 13 1 7 5 3 -11 -6 8 5 10 3 -6 20 3 -3 -4 1 2 -10 10 1 -8 -7 -0 5

-1 1 -3 -0 5 4 -5 -8 0 5 8 7 -2 -10 12 -2 6 -13 4 -3 -7 3 1 3 2 20 -3 10 10 9 2 -5 -8 0 4 -8 -12 11 -7 100 -16 10 10 0 0 7 3 0 4 -9 2 7 15 4 10 -11 11 -8 10 -1 9 -7 -3 10 -4 -10 2 -3 -3 6 2 5 2 1 3 -3 -6 -12 -4 0 4 6 -11 -2 -21 -12 -5 0 4 -1 18 -8 -0 4 12 5 -6

2 -2 -4 -5 -2 12 3 18 7 3 2 -3 -18 12 7 1 6 1 -3 -5 3 -1 2 11 3 3 -2 8 -13 4 -2 -3 10 -6 -9 12 13 7 1 -16 100 1 -9 0 7 2 0 -6 -3 2 4 2 -7 -11 -6 -2 -4 -3 -9 7 12 -5 5 2 4 9 9 -7 -3 8 2 0 -8 -14 -0 -2 -4 -2 1 5 14 7 15 -0 -1 -9 1 -4 -3 -5 -2 7 -8 19 -20 3 -1

-6 -2 18 3 4 2 2 2 -3 -6 12 5 -2 -9 -9 2 -8 4 -2 11 9 4 -2 -4 -0 1 14 1 9 -6 -9 -11 -1 -5 -13 -8 6 -1 8 10 1 100 1 -7 -6 -1 4 3 6 5 5 -1 -1 6 -8 19 0 1 10 -7 -3 7 3 5 5 -0 9 -3 3 -2 7 -2 3 -3 14 -9 -9 12 4 11 12 7 -6 -10 -9 -11 -8 -12 -3 -11 2 -3 4 -16 -2 -5 -9

-4 -11 -10 -8 -2 -15 -2 -11 -8 4 9 12 5 8 1 -8 -1 4 2 -2 -3 -4 -10 -11 -6 6 1 7 10 10 3 3 -9 3 1 -3 5 -5 1 10 -9 1 100 39 26 12 -12 7 -12 -6 -6 17 -4 -5 13 2 4 14 23 4 13 -0 3 -9 -8 -9 -5 6 -8 -5 -4 7 -9 2 -4 -1 2 -4 3 1 5 9 -4 7 -5 1 5 -6 -3 -8 -6 -18 -8 -3 8 -5 -1

-3 -5 2 -12 -3 -7 -8 -14 -5 6 5 9 1 11 2 -7 -3 5 4 2 -1 -1 -3 7 -5 3 -2 12 6 14 -9 3 -6 14 10 8 -20 0 -4 0 0 -7 39 100 51 18 -15 14 -11 -2 3 10 5 5 1 -7 -12 4 -3 5 5 3 1 -1 -6 -6 3 4 -2 -4 4 3 -7 -9 -3 -12 -3 7 -1 -2 -2 11 -11 -2 -1 -3 -2 3 -7 12 2 -3 -14 9 1 -7 7

-3 -3 -8 -7 10 -11 -2 -16 -5 11 5 5 -8 12 5 -12 -4 4 0 3 -6 6 12 5 4 -1 -1 9 13 4 -10 5 -1 8 2 3 -14 8 -1 0 7 -6 26 51 100 30 3 28 -7 5 4 12 13 8 0 6 -8 6 -6 2 0 -7 2 4 2 12 4 -4 -1 -3 -2 -0 -6 -2 5 -6 7 2 3 -3 -5 3 1 8 -0 3 6 -0 -1 0 -4 -3 -3 7 6 -5 -1

-4 0 4 1 11 -14 -5 -9 12 7 7 -7 -5 -0 -2 -7 -4 -1 5 4 -0 -11 -10 4 -6 0 -5 10 9 -4 -14 6 -2 -1 -2 11 -15 -3 -13 7 2 -1 12 18 30 100 41 21 2 9 11 22 11 6 0 -2 11 4 9 -4 1 4 5 3 9 2 -0 0 -4 -2 -5 8 -12 -11 16 2 10 9 -4 -2 13 -9 -17 -6 -13 -1 -12 -7 -5 -2 -5 -11 -4 -7 -3 -3 1

-6 6 1 9 10 -1 0 8 10 14 12 1 3 1 2 -5 5 7 -9 8 5 -12 -11 3 -4 9 -12 0 9 -1 -6 -3 -13 -1 -4 5 1 -2 -7 3 0 4 -12 -15 3 41 100 1 10 8 9 12 13 20 11 13 8 -9 -3 4 3 -1 11 10 14 3 -0 3 -0 6 -2 9 1 -5 4 8 -0 9 -5 8 3 -8 -8 -11 -14 -2 -15 1 4 -2 4 -5 4 -1 3 -1 -4

-3 11 5 9 -3 -1 -5 -18 4 1 2 5 -7 10 4 2 4 -0 -11 -6 -3 3 16 4 3 12 6 -1 -2 -6 -8 8 7 5 1 5 -23 12 2 0 -6 3 7 14 28 21 1 100 34 34 21 33 18 27 7 4 6 15 13 7 7 3 -5 -6 1 1 5 -8 -0 -8 -0 2 0 -1 13 -3 3 -6 -3 -2 -4 0 -11 -13 -10 4 -0 15 -7 -1 -1 4 8 -1 15 -3 0

2 3 -5 13 10 3 -3 -8 6 3 10 6 7 1 -1 9 6 3 -14 -4 7 -5 -4 0 10 5 7 4 4 2 -15 1 -1 4 -7 -1 -16 4 -6 4 -3 6 -12 -11 -7 2 10 34 100 18 9 19 13 14 14 3 7 3 6 9 -4 -6 -3 5 2 -4 -0 -8 15 -9 5 6 4 10 10 2 5 2 7 -0 -4 2 -8 -2 -4 4 6 10 -9 -9 0 4 7 6 2 -16 11

-2 9 15 17 3 8 11 -2 4 -3 6 0 5 4 8 -0 2 1 -8 -5 -6 -16 12 4 2 7 4 -3 -8 -7 -8 -4 4 9 7 7 -1 2 -7 -9 2 5 -6 -2 5 9 8 34 18 100 26 18 -1 23 8 6 3 9 9 23 11 -3 9 4 7 7 -6 -3 9 -1 4 8 9 13 8 2 -12 -3 -5 3 6 -5 -1 -1 -5 3 -5 8 -2 -7 2 0 12 9 -4 2 1

2 2 -6 -1 3 7 9 6 -5 -2 -3 3 1 -8 9 -0 10 -4 -3 -9 -4 0 18 2 9 9 -1 -4 -8 -5 -9 4 5 9 7 2 -4 9 -7 2 4 5 -6 3 4 11 9 21 9 26 100 14 12 20 9 7 11 2 20 -1 1 3 6 -2 -2 -13 -2 2 4 2 9 12 3 -9 8 7 -4 -6 3 10 5 -0 -10 -4 -10 -3 -2 2 -2 -5 -7 -4 -2 6 8 8 2

-0 5 1 9 11 8 8 5 12 8 8 8 -3 13 1 8 -1 0 -1 -5 -6 -17 -2 -2 -4 3 8 14 16 2 4 1 3 21 7 7 -13 15 -2 7 2 -1 17 10 12 22 12 33 19 18 14 100 -1 7 12 -3 7 17 5 10 25 5 3 1 -2 -4 6 2 -2 -4 2 21 -2 4 16 -2 -7 -7 -3 1 1 2 -10 -6 -12 6 6 15 -8 -4 1 -0 5 5 2 5 -4

-5 4 -6 -5 -3 -11 -6 -7 -1 -1 -6 -8 3 4 8 -4 3 -4 -8 -4 -12 -11 -1 3 0 7 -14 3 2 2 -2 7 -12 6 -1 1 -7 7 -4 15 -7 -1 -4 5 13 11 13 18 13 -1 12 -1 100 18 14 11 10 9 2 -2 -0 6 -6 -7 -14 -19 -9 -4 8 1 -5 -8 -6 -4 -7 1 0 -15 -5 -6 -10 -6 -1 1 1 -7 1 -3 -1 -8 5 -5 7 2 2 -6 -4

2 1 -0 5 10 -2 6 -0 -0 3 -12 7 7 -4 1 -1 10 0 4 -10 -3 -10 5 1 7 13 13 -1 6 5 -9 -4 -6 3 1 12 -3 4 -2 4 -11 6 -5 5 8 6 20 27 14 23 20 7 18 100 11 4 12 3 9 -10 2 5 20 9 -0 1 8 -2 -2 -1 9 -1 7 6 6 1 -6 7 -11 7 -9 -1 -14 -16 -17 -7 -10 3 -3 10 -6 1 5 -5 4 3 -3

13 14 4 13 19 -1 -2 16 5 9 -1 1 4 -6 0 -1 -8 4 -6 0 0 2 4 -5 5 10 6 -3 9 11 -15 -4 -5 3 10 -4 1 7 -4 10 -6 -8 13 1 0 0 11 7 14 8 9 12 14 11 100 9 -0 8 14 3 3 -1 10 11 8 -4 -3 -6 -7 10 -2 15 -7 -5 9 3 2 -7 2 9 -10 1 -4 -2 -8 -4 -1 8 -4 4 -10 5 -9 8 -9 2 11

-0 5 7 4 8 2 -2 -3 -4 5 -1 -4 5 -9 -1 -0 -7 7 -5 6 -6 1 -2 -3 -1 2 17 -6 1 -2 -0 5 12 10 1 -6 3 5 10 -11 -2 19 2 -7 6 -2 13 4 3 6 7 -3 11 4 9 100 8 -0 5 9 1 5 -1 3 9 2 4 1 6 11 -2 6 1 -9 -0 7 -2 8 6 11 -8 -8 10 -1 12 5 -0 -7 9 1 -2 5 7 4 11 -1 -3

8 7 1 -1 3 -5 5 -6 -0 -5 -13 5 -0 -1 4 5 -8 -4 3 -3 1 -12 -14 -8 -12 1 13 -3 -3 -1 -4 1 2 -14 -4 -3 0 4 -2 11 -4 0 4 -12 -8 11 8 6 7 3 11 7 10 12 -0 8 100 -8 14 -3 12 11 2 -5 -8 -21 -7 1 -3 4 4 1 -10 -7 -1 -2 7 -4 4 -15 -8 0 -6 -6 -10 8 -3 0 -7 1 -4 -1 5 -13 0 10 -4
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Run 2, 138 fb-1 (13 TeV)Private work (CMS data/simulation)
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100 18 10 0 -3 -9 -1 -3 -9 -7 -7 -1 2 12 5 -10 0 8 3 -1 -8 10 -1 -2 12 -10 13 -8 3 -1 -5 -3 3 2 -10 -4 6 1 -1 5 -2 -3 -0 -2 1 4 2 12 5 0 -4 -3 -4 5 -6 10 -1 -6 -6 0 10 7 2 -1 2 1 -8 11 18 15 -2 -1 -1 -1 3 3 12 -2 -9 8 -4 4 -5 3 1 2 -11 -3 -8 12 5 -5 -7 -7 -8 -4 9 2 14 -8 -10 3 3 -10 -0

18 100 32 31 11 1 -2 2 1 0 -2 1 -2 4 -4 -19 13 3 0 9 1 1 16 4 6 11 10 -2 -9 -12 4 -18 -18 -16 -19 -0 6 -4 0 -10 -5 -7 5 -16 8 11 -3 10 14 7 -11 3 5 -5 6 13 -1 -4 -7 -2 4 10 -1 12 -0 7 11 9 8 -0 6 -7 -5 -7 3 -3 -1 2 -1 -0 -5 -4 -0 15 -2 -1 -11 8 7 2 3 -8 3 1 -3 -7 0 12 7 2 -1 -7 6 -7 2

10 32 100 46 20 19 14 5 2 -9 9 4 3 5 6 -2 9 -1 7 20 11 -4 9 4 5 15 8 1 -1 -5 -1 -10 -16 -10 -14 2 -1 -0 3 -8 -7 -14 6 -7 6 6 -10 8 8 26 8 8 10 -1 4 4 1 4 -3 -9 -4 6 -1 5 -2 8 11 5 -2 8 5 -3 9 -2 9 -11 -4 -2 -2 -1 -16 1 -6 0 -2 -1 -6 4 3 -0 -2 -2 -3 -7 2 -1 -5 2 6 3 -6 11 -8 -3 2

0 31 46 100 45 40 25 16 16 -2 12 0 -1 2 2 -9 20 8 16 9 5 -0 16 -3 -4 2 1 8 8 2 0 -3 -15 -13 -5 3 -6 -8 -16 -9 3 1 -0 -2 15 14 -8 -3 4 7 -3 10 5 -6 -1 3 4 -1 -1 -4 8 13 -8 -1 -21 10 12 5 -8 5 -4 -2 -3 2 8 -3 -9 -0 5 -3 -14 1 -10 -4 -1 -5 -5 14 10 -9 7 -4 -1 9 -3 2 -3 0 14 -1 9 3 5 5 5

-3 11 20 45 100 43 30 22 21 20 8 9 -2 3 10 -5 8 4 5 2 -3 2 -2 5 -3 -12 -6 15 4 13 -5 10 -3 -0 -4 -2 -6 13 -1 13 4 7 8 5 3 6 -7 -17 3 -8 -2 1 10 -5 9 3 -3 7 3 -8 -8 10 -3 -8 -10 14 13 4 -6 11 -0 5 8 14 12 -6 2 -7 14 -2 -17 9 -11 -4 -4 4 0 13 14 1 2 3 4 5 1 9 6 -2 12 10 10 8 7 8 13

-9 1 19 40 43 100 51 44 42 23 27 20 13 6 17 5 19 8 7 -3 -15 -7 4 7 -9 -12 -8 13 2 7 7 15 3 15 -1 1 6 7 6 13 6 9 12 10 -5 -6 -0 -9 -6 -8 -12 11 1 -3 2 1 16 -0 -6 -5 -8 4 -5 -6 -7 3 15 -1 -13 -10 -14 6 19 12 6 0 8 2 20 8 -3 10 -8 4 6 6 -0 13 11 -5 14 8 4 7 -6 11 7 -1 -0 16 3 12 4 15 13

-1 -2 14 25 30 51 100 46 34 38 25 30 13 9 13 16 14 4 5 -3 -13 7 6 9 -2 -14 -1 8 7 17 19 10 7 12 -7 11 5 16 11 6 13 -11 9 -2 -5 1 -15 -11 -10 1 -4 6 14 9 -5 5 13 19 -3 -8 -6 -1 -0 -5 -10 4 10 -3 1 -4 -11 3 19 13 21 -6 11 12 21 2 -13 1 -17 3 -0 -1 -1 7 1 -5 2 3 -3 -4 -8 11 -4 -4 9 6 9 11 8 10 8

-3 2 5 16 22 44 46 100 36 32 28 32 14 17 14 16 16 9 7 8 -13 -2 10 10 -4 -6 -10 4 -2 10 8 11 7 -2 -8 -0 1 4 12 3 10 -5 -0 11 -10 2 -1 -1 -3 -4 -9 15 14 2 5 -2 8 17 1 0 -19 3 0 -4 -10 6 9 -14 1 -5 -5 12 17 11 20 1 18 12 11 4 -7 5 -7 7 -3 8 -7 9 0 -4 5 -1 -4 -8 -5 8 -2 -3 1 1 7 12 2 14 5

-9 1 2 16 21 42 34 36 100 29 16 20 20 3 2 17 15 10 8 4 -2 6 9 7 -6 -12 -12 -11 -10 -0 2 2 3 17 -0 -8 2 11 2 -5 4 -6 6 6 -8 7 0 -6 -5 -13 -3 9 4 4 12 -7 15 -1 -8 1 -4 3 2 10 -0 8 10 -12 -10 -4 -6 0 19 16 8 0 8 1 21 3 -11 9 -7 -3 -3 5 1 19 1 -8 -1 -1 3 -2 6 12 -10 -0 4 9 -3 3 -5 -6 2

-7 0 -9 -2 20 23 38 32 29 100 11 29 9 8 10 1 13 -3 -3 9 -6 -5 -3 3 12 -9 -4 2 8 -2 5 10 6 4 1 -1 4 13 22 0 8 -6 -7 -7 0 -5 -12 -12 -4 -10 -15 -2 5 1 10 -3 -0 17 3 5 -2 -5 -1 0 -6 5 -1 -2 -1 -1 -13 -1 6 7 3 -9 7 8 9 6 -6 -7 2 1 -6 -7 6 7 3 -8 -9 0 2 -4 2 23 4 -5 12 8 11 10 1 8 0

-7 -2 9 12 8 27 25 28 16 11 100 26 1 5 0 21 6 4 -0 1 7 -3 4 4 -2 -10 -5 5 -4 -10 11 -7 5 -4 6 -4 -5 3 16 3 4 -4 1 2 -5 -1 -2 -3 -2 -0 -5 3 2 3 -9 -4 7 1 -1 12 -5 -5 -2 -8 -4 8 8 -4 -10 -3 -12 -7 3 3 -1 -1 17 6 16 -4 1 3 -5 5 5 20 7 -4 6 -5 3 0 -5 1 -0 1 -1 2 11 8 -0 0 3 8 0

-1 1 4 0 9 20 30 32 20 29 26 100 15 19 17 19 12 10 -2 7 -3 6 10 13 -7 7 5 -2 3 -6 13 14 -3 9 -3 1 5 4 15 10 9 -9 -1 -5 -4 -12 -6 -3 -4 2 -7 4 9 12 7 3 15 10 2 1 -0 1 -4 -3 10 14 5 2 2 2 0 1 4 16 11 7 10 8 10 9 -6 2 5 9 2 -1 12 4 2 -6 -3 -6 -0 2 5 10 8 -4 11 5 -8 27 9 14 -1

2 -2 3 -1 -2 13 13 14 20 9 1 15 100 7 5 1 20 25 5 -0 -5 0 12 10 1 5 -1 -1 -4 6 9 1 -2 13 1 11 -6 3 9 9 5 -3 6 9 -6 -5 17 -9 -1 19 6 8 1 7 2 5 10 4 -1 2 -5 6 2 9 10 12 16 7 13 -0 0 10 11 -6 -2 7 6 8 11 6 3 9 -0 -0 18 -10 8 15 5 19 5 2 6 -2 -2 7 -9 -8 -1 -4 -14 2 2 14 3

12 4 5 2 3 6 9 17 3 8 5 19 7 100 26 4 19 10 10 20 -1 5 12 19 4 -5 -7 -6 14 -5 5 2 2 -1 -6 4 18 3 3 -1 -4 -2 -5 2 -8 -2 2 23 -4 -4 -10 -2 -7 -3 -2 -14 -4 -1 -7 -6 -7 8 0 8 5 9 9 1 6 13 -2 10 3 7 10 10 11 4 10 -0 -14 5 5 9 2 7 4 9 -0 12 9 13 4 3 11 4 4 -7 -0 1 -6 3 4 14 -1

5 -4 6 2 10 17 13 14 2 10 0 17 5 26 100 9 10 -2 17 7 1 10 9 12 -4 -12 -2 2 6 0 9 15 6 7 6 15 18 0 4 -7 1 6 3 -3 -0 5 -5 -9 -20 -3 -12 -9 -10 -14 5 -4 2 13 -6 2 -6 -2 3 13 8 8 7 4 -8 -5 -7 -4 -1 4 3 6 -0 6 -5 8 0 -9 6 14 10 4 -6 11 14 -3 6 -6 1 -17 -6 5 9 1 7 9 0 5 2 8 -1

-10 -19 -2 -9 -5 5 16 16 17 1 21 19 1 4 9 100 -2 -9 3 -9 -2 4 6 5 -15 -7 -8 -2 -5 2 1 13 2 -1 -9 2 -6 3 3 4 5 3 -6 -1 -16 -3 12 8 -2 -3 0 -9 1 -4 -4 -3 3 5 -15 7 -6 0 11 13 8 1 5 -12 -7 -1 -6 6 4 12 5 9 10 11 14 5 2 -2 -3 13 11 -2 3 7 11 -1 -5 6 -4 -5 3 2 -6 12 1 6 4 12 13 6 3

0 13 9 20 8 19 14 16 15 13 6 12 20 19 10 -2 100 14 15 11 6 9 20 12 1 5 -9 -3 9 -14 6 0 -15 -8 -4 11 4 5 6 5 7 3 1 6 3 -7 6 1 -2 14 9 16 3 3 3 2 9 1 -3 9 -7 16 4 -1 7 15 2 -6 4 -2 -6 -3 4 -2 -0 -3 -1 4 11 4 -3 2 -9 11 -2 -13 -3 7 7 5 8 6 -4 -3 8 8 1 -6 7 4 -7 3 1 1 6

8 3 -1 8 4 8 4 9 10 -3 4 10 25 10 -2 -9 14 100 6 -0 1 -1 14 5 0 3 -7 -4 7 3 6 -1 7 8 -4 5 1 -2 -0 12 -4 13 17 13 -6 11 14 6 -3 -12 -2 -5 2 -10 -9 -2 13 -2 1 -8 1 10 9 0 -5 5 13 3 11 8 14 14 17 13 13 7 0 -2 4 3 0 11 -5 -3 5 9 8 1 -7 14 6 -1 4 -2 1 6 4 -3 -6 -5 -12 5 -5 18 -11

3 0 7 16 5 7 5 7 8 -3 -0 -2 5 10 17 3 15 6 100 17 3 -6 26 -3 -5 2 -6 -3 -2 4 10 9 3 -0 -7 -12 4 6 -6 2 8 18 -10 12 0 4 1 9 -9 -14 -2 5 -4 -2 -4 6 6 7 -3 10 -1 9 15 4 -7 8 -1 7 1 -0 -8 -3 -13 13 4 -5 2 3 4 -6 -6 -4 -0 -5 11 3 -7 -2 1 -10 2 -11 -5 -3 0 -11 3 10 7 14 7 -8 2 0 -4

-1 9 20 9 2 -3 -3 8 4 9 1 7 -0 20 7 -9 11 -0 17 100 9 -10 20 11 -0 7 4 5 16 1 16 -0 8 -10 5 4 -2 2 17 -6 13 -3 -2 -4 14 7 1 -12 -5 -2 -11 -9 -5 6 12 -6 -5 -8 9 4 3 18 1 5 1 7 -5 14 2 -4 -5 -9 -7 -2 1 -7 0 4 6 3 -9 1 21 4 9 -0 0 -2 -8 2 4 0 -0 -8 -0 1 -5 -9 10 -6 -8 11 8 -0 -6

-8 1 11 5 -3 -15 -13 -13 -2 -6 7 -3 -5 -1 1 -2 6 1 3 9 100 10 7 8 10 8 4 -10 -8 -14 4 -16 -2 4 -7 16 -3 -5 11 -7 3 3 -12 0 3 -6 -7 -5 -1 1 -10 -5 -13 -7 -4 -15 -7 -10 4 -4 -3 12 -8 -3 -8 7 -6 -8 -3 -4 -11 -16 -16 -11 -16 -18 -18 -8 1 -11 5 -9 11 -4 -4 -4 2 -10 1 -5 -5 -4 9 2 15 -6 11 -8 11 4 -2 11 -8 4 -16

10 1 -4 -0 2 -7 7 -2 6 -5 -3 6 0 5 10 4 9 -1 -6 -10 10 100 3 9 -0 7 5 -2 3 8 -7 5 -14 8 13 8 13 7 3 -11 -2 5 3 -9 -3 1 -0 -1 -5 4 7 -1 -9 0 -1 -15 -5 2 -11 -5 10 3 -9 8 7 8 -9 -3 3 -4 -3 -6 0 -7 5 -7 -9 -2 -4 9 -4 6 -17 2 2 5 -11 18 -6 -5 -2 -7 -8 -1 11 2 -8 2 5 4 -7 2 10 -9 -11

-1 16 9 16 -2 4 6 10 9 -3 4 10 12 12 9 6 20 14 26 20 7 3 100 16 15 5 9 6 5 -10 17 -1 -5 1 4 3 -9 -1 4 5 5 6 5 2 8 13 -2 -4 -11 -5 -14 -8 -17 4 -8 -7 -5 -2 -3 2 8 21 1 9 -4 12 4 8 14 9 -3 8 -7 -5 4 7 -5 13 4 6 8 -0 -4 4 5 2 -5 6 6 4 3 5 4 9 -5 7 6 8 -0 -7 3 1 9 -10 -5

-2 4 4 -3 5 7 9 10 7 3 4 13 10 19 12 5 12 5 -3 11 8 9 16 100 3 8 -1 0 7 0 -2 -6 -4 8 -5 18 5 1 10 3 -1 -6 -2 -0 -1 3 8 -3 4 -7 -2 -12 -12 -9 12 -9 2 -5 6 -3 7 14 -3 14 23 11 16 -3 -2 8 6 6 13 4 3 2 9 -2 7 11 5 7 -4 10 12 3 8 5 21 6 -3 11 5 10 -1 13 8 -7 3 -6 3 10 3 12 12

12 6 5 -4 -3 -9 -2 -4 -6 12 -2 -7 1 4 -4 -15 1 0 -5 -0 10 -0 15 3 100 7 12 -0 9 -7 2 -5 -1 5 6 3 5 4 3 10 -1 11 -0 3 1 6 -2 4 -2 -0 0 1 -6 6 2 -2 -4 -5 7 1 -6 4 -1 -5 -4 -6 6 8 1 -2 3 -9 -9 -12 -12 2 1 1 -4 5 5 1 -12 -6 2 3 -7 3 -7 -6 -4 -4 2 4 0 -1 11 -9 8 7 16 -3 -8 -7 0

-10 11 15 2 -12 -12 -14 -6 -12 -9 -10 7 5 -5 -12 -7 5 3 2 7 8 7 5 8 7 100 33 28 13 17 -4 3 -9 2 2 3 15 -3 -5 -11 -5 -3 0 -5 9 -15 -4 10 13 15 7 -5 -6 2 3 -2 -9 7 12 -2 9 11 8 6 5 -4 -6 9 12 2 13 -5 -4 1 -5 -9 -10 1 -9 -10 7 -4 4 2 5 -2 4 -9 0 2 -7 -3 4 9 13 -0 -7 -0 -4 -1 4 9 2 -3 -4

13 10 8 1 -6 -8 -1 -10 -12 -4 -5 5 -1 -7 -2 -8 -9 -7 -6 4 4 5 9 -1 12 33 100 40 27 11 4 2 9 4 8 -3 10 -0 -8 -3 -1 -13 6 -1 10 1 -5 -3 6 0 -0 -1 -3 5 1 -3 -5 8 12 5 6 7 5 -5 -4 -7 -14 8 7 12 14 -2 -8 5 -3 1 3 1 9 7 20 -4 10 -9 9 -2 2 -12 1 -4 -6 -0 -3 -2 3 11 -4 2 2 -5 5 3 4 -3 2

-8 -2 1 8 15 13 8 4 -11 2 5 -2 -1 -6 2 -2 -3 -4 -3 5 -10 -2 6 0 -0 28 40 100 28 27 3 24 3 -1 2 -7 5 11 -6 4 6 -4 4 -3 1 6 6 -7 -7 4 0 1 5 -3 3 0 -13 8 10 2 4 17 4 -6 -3 -14 0 3 4 1 1 2 -9 -6 5 3 -3 1 12 5 19 -1 -4 -6 8 1 -4 2 14 -2 -0 4 -3 13 4 16 -12 3 -2 -2 13 11 16 8 13

3 -9 -1 8 4 2 7 -2 -10 8 -4 3 -4 14 6 -5 9 7 -2 16 -8 3 5 7 9 13 27 28 100 17 11 10 6 -11 17 5 10 -6 -8 2 -3 4 4 -3 10 -8 5 -5 -5 -5 -5 -1 -7 -7 10 -4 -13 -1 12 3 4 -3 1 1 7 4 -7 11 4 5 -0 4 2 3 12 8 -7 7 9 1 -0 -6 9 1 10 -2 3 5 10 -1 -3 6 3 -0 6 17 -1 -18 0 7 6 3 -1 16 2

-1 -12 -5 2 13 7 17 10 -0 -2 -10 -6 6 -5 0 2 -14 3 4 1 -14 8 -10 0 -7 17 11 27 17 100 -3 11 16 -4 11 7 17 1 -0 -0 7 2 6 5 1 -2 9 -3 -5 10 5 0 18 -3 10 5 -5 17 16 -6 1 8 -3 -3 7 5 4 7 -2 -2 -6 -13 -5 -0 4 -0 1 6 17 10 -2 9 -13 8 26 -5 13 2 3 5 15 5 6 -10 -1 6 3 5 -4 -12 11 -5 4 21 -2

-5 4 -1 0 -5 7 19 8 2 5 11 13 9 5 9 1 6 6 10 16 4 -7 17 -2 2 -4 4 3 11 -3 100 14 12 11 -7 2 10 6 14 -3 9 2 2 -6 10 9 -2 3 -11 -11 -8 5 -1 -5 -3 1 1 4 4 -9 -6 1 10 13 -11 -1 -3 12 10 1 3 6 3 4 20 -3 2 14 5 9 4 -7 20 7 13 8 3 -6 10 -13 6 -1 -1 -0 -4 8 -6 -5 9 14 7 4 3 -1 6

-3 -18 -10 -3 10 15 10 11 2 10 -7 14 1 2 15 13 0 -1 9 -0 -16 5 -1 -6 -5 3 2 24 10 11 14 100 13 9 0 -8 3 8 6 -1 0 7 10 3 -2 -1 6 -7 -15 -17 -1 -4 -4 5 6 2 5 9 19 -4 5 6 -0 12 -2 1 7 -2 3 -3 -3 1 -4 2 -0 4 1 1 1 6 6 0 5 -2 9 -3 3 7 1 -8 14 5 -1 -1 5 5 -4 5 -14 -0 7 7 -1 3 3

3 -18 -16 -15 -3 3 7 7 3 6 5 -3 -2 2 6 2 -15 7 3 8 -2 -14 -5 -4 -1 -9 9 3 6 16 12 13 100 14 6 10 -3 13 11 -7 2 3 10 11 -2 7 -3 10 -0 -13 -0 -1 5 -2 -3 -5 3 1 6 -0 5 11 11 -2 1 -6 -4 6 -5 -6 -11 -8 2 -1 5 -1 10 8 9 -8 -2 1 14 -2 9 5 14 7 -1 -3 5 -6 -10 -15 -4 4 0 -3 3 -7 2 -8 -12 -7 6

2 -16 -10 -13 -0 15 12 -2 17 4 -4 9 13 -1 7 -1 -8 8 -0 -10 4 8 1 8 5 2 4 -1 -11 -4 11 9 14 100 9 14 -6 6 20 14 4 13 5 9 -4 2 -5 1 1 -9 -2 -1 -6 4 -0 -1 4 -1 1 -12 -2 2 8 7 -1 -10 -6 0 10 -5 3 11 1 -3 1 3 11 -2 -1 -0 2 10 -5 -12 -4 -5 -9 -3 -2 8 -7 1 7 9 -7 -1 -4 -13 -21 8 -17 3 -9 6 3

-10 -19 -14 -5 -4 -1 -7 -8 -0 1 6 -3 1 -6 6 -9 -4 -4 -7 5 -7 13 4 -5 6 2 8 2 17 11 -7 0 6 9 100 0 -2 4 5 -1 0 14 8 9 -3 -0 -9 -22 -10 -12 0 -12 -3 -2 -5 -2 9 -1 3 -3 19 -3 1 -8 7 -7 -10 3 5 2 0 0 -7 6 -9 8 -6 12 -1 8 17 1 17 5 9 13 -0 5 1 -1 -1 -0 -3 -1 -5 7 4 -14 -1 -6 -13 -10 -15 -5 -11

-4 -0 2 3 -2 1 11 -0 -8 -1 -4 1 11 4 15 2 11 5 -12 4 16 8 3 18 3 3 -3 -7 5 7 2 -8 10 14 0 100 0 -14 16 2 4 7 9 -4 -3 3 -1 -6 -1 3 -4 -1 -3 -12 -1 1 18 6 1 -12 8 6 -18 10 10 6 0 7 5 -1 -16 -2 -2 -10 -4 6 -1 14 12 14 4 10 -3 13 3 -9 -5 10 1 15 12 2 7 5 -6 -6 -7 -9 -2 -0 -5 -8 -13 3 -6

6 6 -1 -6 -6 6 5 1 2 4 -5 5 -6 18 18 -6 4 1 4 -2 -3 13 -9 5 5 15 10 5 10 17 10 3 -3 -6 -2 0 100 4 4 -0 -4 -15 -4 1 -6 -1 -6 17 -7 0 -9 -3 -11 -1 5 -4 -8 1 -0 -2 2 -4 -8 5 21 3 9 -9 -9 -1 -9 -10 8 5 -7 -2 -1 3 1 -6 3 -4 12 14 3 0 4 -9 2 -4 14 -3 8 -9 -5 7 8 10 2 0 -2 -1 -6 1 4

1 -4 -0 -8 13 7 16 4 11 13 3 4 3 3 0 3 5 -2 6 2 -5 7 -1 1 4 -3 -0 11 -6 1 6 8 13 6 4 -14 4 100 10 -0 7 -4 1 -1 -11 -3 -5 -7 -1 -2 2 4 3 13 -2 4 -8 3 -6 -2 -4 -0 29 3 -8 -1 -15 -8 -10 -13 -15 -15 -3 -6 -2 -13 -3 0 1 9 -11 5 1 5 1 15 -5 6 -11 2 8 13 -1 -1 12 7 1 -0 10 8 10 6 16 -7 -10

-1 0 3 -16 -1 6 11 12 2 22 16 15 9 3 4 3 6 -0 -6 17 11 3 4 10 3 -5 -8 -6 -8 -0 14 6 11 20 5 16 4 10 100 9 -6 9 3 5 3 -4 -11 -9 -9 -4 -13 -5 -7 7 -7 -8 -1 -1 -1 4 -4 7 1 -3 9 14 3 -2 -1 -10 -13 -4 -0 -10 -9 -15 13 13 -1 9 7 8 2 12 4 -7 -4 2 -10 11 12 3 6 -10 4 5 0 -12 2 0 -7 5 -2 -5 1

5 -10 -8 -9 13 13 6 3 -5 0 3 10 9 -1 -7 4 5 12 2 -6 -7 -11 5 3 10 -11 -3 4 2 -0 -3 -1 -7 14 -1 2 -0 -0 9 100 -8 8 -6 5 -12 -13 -2 -4 -13 -11 -10 -2 -10 6 -10 2 10 -8 0 -4 -10 -5 5 -15 -5 -1 2 -1 4 11 5 15 12 9 5 4 8 8 2 4 5 13 -11 -2 -13 -14 5 -2 -14 0 -1 8 6 -7 -8 5 -2 -5 -8 11 -1 -7 -2 -8 -1

-2 -5 -7 3 4 6 13 10 4 8 4 9 5 -4 1 5 7 -4 8 13 3 -2 5 -1 -1 -5 -1 6 -3 7 9 0 2 4 0 4 -4 7 -6 -8 100 8 -7 -5 -7 3 -0 -16 -3 -8 -8 -2 0 2 15 -3 5 3 -3 -3 -4 10 1 -9 6 -0 1 -12 3 -8 -8 -2 -10 -7 -4 3 14 -4 5 -2 -13 -7 -1 -4 3 9 13 -5 4 -7 -3 3 3 6 -2 12 -2 10 6 -7 -10 15 4 12 4

-3 -7 -14 1 7 9 -11 -5 -6 -6 -4 -9 -3 -2 6 3 3 13 18 -3 3 5 6 -6 11 -3 -13 -4 4 2 2 7 3 13 14 7 -15 -4 9 8 8 100 2 15 0 6 -0 -1 -6 -15 -2 -4 0 -12 10 2 2 1 -5 7 -10 -0 7 13 -1 0 -10 6 -7 -14 -15 -2 -14 -11 -22 -1 -2 2 -3 8 -5 -5 -1 2 7 3 0 8 -7 10 0 2 15 9 -4 -6 17 -5 -11 9 -3 3 -2 8 -3

-0 5 6 -0 8 12 9 -0 6 -7 1 -1 6 -5 3 -6 1 17 -10 -2 -12 3 5 -2 -0 0 6 4 4 6 2 10 10 5 8 9 -4 1 3 -6 -7 2 100 -2 -2 13 5 -10 -13 -6 -4 -7 14 -6 -7 6 -2 -7 2 -6 8 -3 1 7 -3 0 3 -1 9 -3 15 4 8 4 9 4 -9 1 6 9 -11 9 -2 14 6 -3 3 15 4 8 4 -2 1 -0 -6 7 -1 -2 -13 -1 -3 11 -0 -4 12

-2 -16 -7 -2 5 10 -2 11 6 -7 2 -5 9 2 -3 -1 6 13 12 -4 0 -9 2 -0 3 -5 -1 -3 -3 5 -6 3 11 9 9 -4 1 -1 5 5 -5 15 -2 100 -12 4 10 7 -4 -8 2 1 2 3 -9 -6 11 -9 1 20 -11 -3 3 -2 -2 8 4 -4 -16 -19 -8 1 -5 2 -14 -5 6 -9 10 -9 -5 4 0 -8 11 -2 -4 11 0 5 -5 -6 -1 -0 7 -10 2 -0 -3 -11 -11 0 -7 7 9

1 8 6 15 3 -5 -5 -10 -8 0 -5 -4 -6 -8 -0 -16 3 -6 0 14 3 -3 8 -1 1 9 10 1 10 1 10 -2 -2 -4 -3 -3 -6 -11 3 -12 -7 0 -2 -12 100 -6 -6 -2 -6 -2 1 0 -3 -7 1 1 -1 6 7 -5 -4 9 -12 -3 -3 16 -5 15 12 6 5 -7 -2 -6 -0 -6 -10 4 4 -7 -3 -3 2 5 -7 -9 12 2 -6 13 -2 15 12 8 2 2 -3 0 6 -2 3 -6 5 -6 -7

4 11 6 14 6 -6 1 2 7 -5 -1 -12 -5 -2 5 -3 -7 11 4 7 -6 1 13 3 6 -15 1 6 -8 -2 9 -1 7 2 -0 3 -1 -3 -4 -13 3 6 13 4 -6 100 -3 6 3 -8 3 -4 4 -1 10 1 6 3 -6 -4 2 10 6 16 0 12 23 -6 12 11 11 0 6 -7 17 -1 6 -7 6 4 1 -9 -2 3 18 12 -7 15 17 -15 1 -14 -10 5 -7 3 -9 -3 3 -5 8 -5 -4 -2 7

2 -3 -10 -8 -7 -0 -15 -1 0 -12 -2 -6 17 2 -5 12 6 14 1 1 -7 -0 -2 8 -2 -4 -5 6 5 9 -2 6 -3 -5 -9 -1 -6 -5 -11 -2 -0 -0 5 10 -6 -3 100 14 4 7 -0 -4 10 -11 4 2 -11 -19 21 -7 -10 10 8 3 2 1 -6 -5 -3 -4 -3 3 2 5 7 13 -1 14 11 5 0 -3 -1 9 6 -5 4 -1 10 5 2 1 8 2 6 7 -4 6 -1 -9 4 1 0 8 4

12 10 8 -3 -17 -9 -11 -1 -6 -12 -3 -3 -9 23 -9 8 1 6 9 -12 -5 -1 -4 -3 4 10 -3 -7 -5 -3 3 -7 10 1 -22 -6 17 -7 -9 -4 -16 -1 -10 7 -2 6 14 100 32 24 14 17 9 5 -0 -3 3 7 -6 -1 -6 6 -2 11 7 -6 1 -17 2 -1 1 -3 0 8 14 5 1 3 -2 -6 -10 -10 -13 -0 4 9 -5 2 -4 3 -2 -8 -1 10 5 -3 6 13 -1 12 3 -1 -18 2 0
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Figure 13.15: Correlation matrix between SMET
T bins in the same category of the 2018 data

set for the fit of a scalar LQ with mass 2000 GeV and λ = 2.5. The correlation value between
bins is written as a percentage in each cell.
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searches for LQs decaying to a top quark and a τ lepton or neutrino exploiting the full LHC
2016–2018 data set have been performed by CMS [341, 386] and ATLAS [384, 387].

A search for a nonresonant ττ production through the t-channel exchange of a vector-LQ has
also been performed in Ref. [371]. An important difference with the analysis presented in this
thesis is the event categorization. Ref. [371] uses a “no b tag” category, which is inclusive in terms
of jet selections and vetoes events with a b-tagged jet of pT > 30GeV, while the “0b” category of
the analysis presented in this thesis requires at least one jet with pT > 50GeV, and also includes
the “0j” category with a jet veto. The other difference is the signal model used; Ref. [371] uses
two benchmarks for several LQ-fermion couplings as fitted to the B anomalies by Ref. [113],
while the present analysis considers exclusively the LQ-bτ coupling. The independent analysis
group has found consistent results in terms of the exclusion limits and the excess reported above
when applying similar event categorization and selection, and using a similar LQ model.
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Figure 13.16: Summary plot of limits on LQ mass for various coupling scenarios, from searches
by the CMS Collaboration using proton-proton collision data collected. Taken from Ref. [383].
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14 Conclusions

Despite the many remarkable successes of the Standard Model (SM) of particle physics, there
are both theoretical and experimental reasons that imply the SM is not the final and most fun-
damental theory of nature. One of the most striking features of the SM are the three generations
of quarks and leptons, which on the one hand seem very symmetric, but on the other hand form
a hierarchical mass pattern. This could suggest something about the underlying physics beyond
the SM, which might preferentially couple to the third-generation fermions. Meanwhile, on the
experimental side, some anomalies have emerged in tests of the universality of lepton flavor that
could reveal the violation of lepton flavor universality. In particular, the experimental evidence
from measurements of R

(
D(∗)) points to new physics interactions that couple preferentially to

third-generation fermions like bottom quarks and τ leptons.
Models that propose a new particle called the leptoquark (LQ) are strongly motivated as a

possible explanation for these flavor anomalies, and could be discovered directly in proton-proton
(pp) collisions collected by the CMS or ATLAS experiments. This new type of boson emerges
naturally from many extensions of the SM, such as grand unification theories, which unify the
fermions under some larger symmetry group, or theories invoking technicolor, compositeness,
or supersymmetry. They could therefore reveal the underlying connection between quarks and
leptons and explain the observed flavor symmetries, as well as the hierarchical mass pattern.

This thesis presents a combined search targeting the signal of the single and pair production
of an LQ that decay exclusively to a τ lepton and a bottom quark, as well as a novel search for
the exchange of an LQ by b quarks that produces a τ lepton pair. This is done by targeting
the ττ decay channels, and creating several event categories based on the number of jets and
heavy-flavored jets. Preliminary results of this LQ → bτ search have been presented. These
have been made public in Ref. [368], and the full analysis will soon be published.

The search for an LQ coupling to a τ lepton and b quark uses pp collision data corresponding
to an integrated luminosity of 138 fb−1, collected at a center-of-mass energy of 13TeV, and
recorded with the CMS detector. Upper limits are set on the production cross section of third-
generation scalar and vector LQs as a function of the LQ mass, and results are compared
with theoretical predictions to obtain lower limits on the LQ mass. At 95% confidence level,
third-generation LQs decaying to a τ lepton and a b quark with unit coupling are excluded for
masses below 1.25 TeV for a scalar model, and below 1.53 (1.86)TeV for a vector model with
nonminimal coupling κ = 0 (1). At λ = 2.5, the lower limits are 1.37 TeV for a scalar model,
and 1.86 (1.96)TeV for a vector model with κ = 0 (1). Upper limits are also set on the coupling
strength of such LQs as a function of their mass. Due to the inclusion of the nonresonant LQ

exchange processes, this analysis was able to set constraints on LQs with masses up to 10 TeV,
much higher than can be produced directly at the LHC.

The observed data agree with the standard model expectation within 2 standard deviations
below a coupling strength of λ = 1.5. However, for a representative LQ mass of 2 TeV and
a coupling strength of 2.5, an excess with a significance of 3.4 standard deviations above the
standard model expectation is observed in the data. Consequently, the observed upper limits on
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the LQ production cross section are about three times larger than expected for this benchmark.
As hadronic decays of the τ lepton (τh) are an important part of physics analyses like the

search for an LQ coupling to a b quark and a τ lepton, dedicated algorithms have been developed
to reconstruct and identify τh decays with high efficiency, while suppressing the large background
of objects that is misreconstructed or misidentified. This thesis has also presented the measure-
ments of the corrections to simulated τh candidates that are needed to ensure sufficient modeling
of the data in order to search for new physics.
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