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NIELSEN’S GENERALIZED POLYLOGARITHMS*

K. S. KOLBIG

Abstract. Properties (in particular functional relations and special values) of the functions

1)"+P-l(n 1)!p!S,,.p(Z) f -1 dt
log" logp (1 zt -7’

(-1) +"-l(n-1)!p!L,,.p(z)= log"-ltlogp(1-t)---,

fo dt
(-1) -(n-1)!p!M.,p(Z)= log"-tlogP(l+t)-t-

which play a role in the computation of higher order radiative corrections in quantum electrodynamics, are
discussed for complex z and positive integers n and p. The first function is a generalization of the
well-known polylogarithms (p 1). The discussion is based on results published by Nielsen early this century
in a little-known monograph.

Key words. Nielsen’s generalized polylogarithms, polylogarithms, Spence functions, logarithmic integrals,
Riemann zeta functions, Stirling numbers of the first kind
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1. Introduction. A certain class of logarithmic integrals, the so-called polyloga-
rithms, defined by

(1 1) Li,(x)= (- 1)"-x fo dt

( n 2)!
log"-2 log(1 xt ) -7’ ( n >= 2),

has been investigated in the past by many mathematicians, including Euler, Kummer,
Abel and Spence. In particular, their properties with respect to transformations of the
variable were established for several special cases, for example, for the dilogarithm
(n 2) and the trilogarithm (n 3). A special property of these functions is the relation

(1.2) Li,,(1)=(n)

where ’(n) is the Riemann zeta function of integer argument.
At the beginning of this century, the Danish mathematician Niels Nielsen collected

the known results into a monograph [20], and introduced a new class of functions,
namely

(1.3) Snp(Z)_.(--1)n+p-lfo1 p( t(n ilT/i log"-X tlog 1 zt) --,

defined for positive integers n,p, and complex z=x + iy. The function log’ is under-
stood to lie on its principal sheet, and we define

(1.4) log= lim log(+ie)=logll+ir if <0.
eO+
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Because of the fact that

Sn_x,l ( Z ) tin( Z ),

these functions are generalizations of the polylogarithms (1.1). It is likely that Nielsen
undertook his research on Sn,p(Z) in the hope of finding expressions for ’(2k+ 1)
similar to those known for ’(2k), and results for

(1.5) /3(2k) E (- 1)a (k= 1,2, ...),
j=0 (2j + 1)2k

similar to those known for/3(2k + 1). At least he remarked [20, pp. 131, 204] that he
was not able to obtain such results from his relations for Sn,p(z).

Nielsen’s monograph [20] contains many formulae for Sn,p(Z ) and for two related
functions L,,p(Z) and M,,p(Z), in particular involving transformations of the argument
z. Although most of his formulae are correct (apart from misprints) for complex
z x + iy with y 4= 0, the direct replacement of z by real x may lead to discrepancies
when the functions involved are complex-valued for real x. This fact has been over-
looked in [12]. As far as the author knows, these formulae have never found their way
into any of the relevant handbooks, and it seems that the only reference to this
monograph until about fifteen years ago was in the book of Lewin [16]. About this
time, however, it became apparent that Nielsen, although he did not succeed in finding
results for ’(2k+ 1) and /(2k), had introduced a class of functions which are of
importance in certain applications, in particular in quantum electrodynamics (see, for
example, [2], [3], [6], [15], [18], [19]). With this application in mind, functional relations
for S,p(Z) were presented in [12], together with a method for computing S,p(z)
accurately (12-14 digits) for real z= x and n +p __< 5. Also some of Nielsen’s ideas, in
particular on the special values Sn,p=gn,p(1) and on a similar integral, have been
investigated further [12], [13], [14]. Jacobs and Lambert [11] have developed a method
for computing S,x(z) and S,x(z for complex values of z, and Barlow [4] has
considered the computation of S,,p(z) for complex z by continued fraction approxi-
mants.

An explanation for the fact that Nielsen’s monograph remained undiscovered for
so long lies perhaps in the fact that it was published in a journal which (at least for
mathematicians and physicists) was little-known and not easy to obtain. Further, it
contains an unusually large number of misprints and, as we shall see, genuine errors. It
is, however, far from being out-of-date or without interest. Integrals of this type or
even, in some respects, more general, such as

fl log’tlog"(1 -t)logP(1 + t) dt
J0

where m, n, and p are nonnegative integers, and D(t)= t, 1 t, or 1 + t, play a role in
the evaluation of Feynman and relativistic phase space integrals, as is indicated by the
recent publication of a table by Gastmans and Troost [7]. These authors also discuss
certain special values of the polylogarithms, a problem which Nielsen investigated in a
more general way for his functions, and give a table of infinite series related to
polylogarithmic integrals.

Therefore, for historical and practical reasons, it is perhaps worthwhile to give a
systematic and critical presentation of the more important part of Nielsen’s work on
generalized polylogarithms, which until now has not been generally accessible. For
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example, Lewin [17, p. 199], in a new edition of [16], remarked that it was not possible
for him to give a discussion of the general results obtained by Nielsen, although he cites
Nielsen’s monograph many times. Also, the table of Gr6bner and Hofreiter [9, pp.
71-73] contains a chapter on "Euler’s dilogarithm and its generalisations" and a
reference to [20], but only formulae for p 1 are given there.

In the presentation which follows, we shall follow the original monograph fairly
closely, but on some occasions we shall present new results or proofs; for example,
certain constants appearing in the functional equation relating Sn,p(Z ) to S,,,,(1/z)will
be expressed in terms of known constants. Special attention will also be given to the
correct representation of the functional relations for real arguments.

2. Basic tormulae. Nielsen’s generalized polylogarithms can be defined by [12],
[201

(2.1) S.,p(z)=
(--1)n+p-1 f01 dt
(n-)!p! lg"- lgP(1 z)-7

(2.2)
(- 1) JSP(P)+J

Zp+j (IZ[Z 1)
j=O (P+J)!(P+J)"

(--1)n-l[ on+P -1 l zF(a fl. fl+ l;z) ](2.3) (Zii 3fl;--]-ff;, ==0

where

Y(qt) fo tt- (1 --t)V-t- (1 --tz)-dt

is the Gaussian hypergeometric function, and

1 k-l+i 2k-m E (-1)S(km)--"
i=0

-. k-m+i k-m-i
j=0

k-m+i

are the Stirling numbers of the first kind in Schl/3milch’s representation [5, p. 216],
generated by [1], [5, p. 212]

(2.4) 1ogre(1 + X)= m! E S(m) xkk-7 (Ixl<l).
k=m

In this paper, we shall use Nielsen’s notation

S,( z S_,( z

instead of the notation Li,(z) introduced by Lewin [16], [17].
It follows from the series definition (2.2) that, for the polylogarithms,

o zj Z Z 2 Z(2.5) S.(z)= E
j=l j

For n 1 and n 0, we have as degenerate cases

(2.6)

([zl=<l) (n>l).

z (Izl<l)SI(Z)-- -log(l-z), So(z )- 1-z
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For p > 1, the series (2.2) becomes considerably more complicated. By writing [5, p.
2171

(2.8)

j+l

S(2) j 1

k=l

s2-(-(+ Uk=l =1

we find, for example

(2.9)

(2.10)

Sn,2(z) 2n+l
+ 1+ ,+i + 1+-+-5 4n+l

+ "’’’
S,,3(z)= 1+- 1+ 3n+l

1[( 11)2( 11)] Z 4

+ 1++ 1+-+ .4n+1
From (2.1) and (2.2) one may easily obtain

(2.11)
(-1)

_
a p! logP(1 -az),
-z Sn’p OIZ )

1 (n>2),

(2.12)

1
Sn,p ( Olz ) -- Sn_ l,p ( Ol ) d, (n>=l),

1
Sn,p(Z)=p!pnZP+O(zp+l), (z-- 0),

and from (5.12) below,

(-1) p

S,p(Z)= (n+p)! lg"+P(-z)+O(lg"-X(-z))’ (z ).

In order to derive his relations, Nielsen introduces in addition the functions

(2.13) Ln,p(Z)=(-1)n+p-l dt
(n /;i lg"- lg*’(1 ’) -7- (n>= 1,p>__ 1),

(-- 1) n-x fo dt
Mn,p(Z)=(n_l--.! logn-ltlogP(1 +t)T,(2.14) (n>l,p>l).

Using the binomial theorem, it is easy to see that

lgjz (z),(2.15) Sn,p(Z)-- ’j! Ln_j,p
j 0

(2.16) Ln,p(Z)= (- 1) qog’’z
;=0 J! &_,,(z),
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and

(2.17) (-1)PS,,p(-z)= lgJz
j=0 J! Mn-J’P(z)’

(2.18) M,,p(z) (- 1)e (-1)JlgJz
j=0 J! S,_j,p(-Z).

In particular,

(2.19) Lx,p(z)=Sl,p(z), M,,p(Z)=(-1)PS,p(-z).
The values of S,,p(z) for z= 1,- 1 and 1/2 are of special interest. These values are

real, and we define

(2.20)

We also write

on,p= (- 1)eS,,p ( 1) M,,p(1),

--aSn’-Sn-l,1, On--On-l,1, an n-l,l"

Properties of S,,p, %,,, and an,p are discussed in 9. For the moment, we note only that
sn, p can be expressed in ’(k), that

(2.21)

which follows from the definition integral (2.1) by partial integration, and that

(2.22) s,= ’(n), % (1- 2x-")’(n),
which follows from (2.5), using well-known properties of the Riemann zeta function.

3. Some analytical properties of S,,,v(z), L.,v (z), and M.,v(z). With the general
definition of the logarithm function, S,,v(z), Ln,p(z), and M,,p(Z) are multi-valued
functions of z. By restricting log" to its principal sheet, using (1.4), and cutting the
z-plane appropriately, we obtain single-valued functions which are holomorphic at all
finite points z with the exception of the branch-cuts. In the remainder of this section,
we define these cuts along sections of the real axis z x and describe the behavior of
these functions on this axis, in particular on the cuts. These properties will be required
later.

3.1. S,,,v(z ). In this case, we have as branch points z= 1 and z= o, and we cut
the z-plane along the real axis from x= 1 to z. For x__< 1, S,,p(x) is real. For the
behavior on the cut, we have from (1.3) and (1.4)

lim S,,,p(x-ie)=S,,,1,(x ),
(3.1)

--,o+ (x> 1),
lim Sn,p(X+ie)--S* (X)n,p
eO+

where the asterisk denotes the complex conjugate. Therefore, Sn,p(Z ) is, on the cut,
continuous from below.
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3.2. L.,,(z) (n>l). Because of (2.19), we can make the restriction n>l. As
branch points, we find z =0, z 1 and z m, and we cut the z-plane along the real
axis from x=l to m, and from x=0 to -m. For 0=<x=<l, Ln,p(x ) is real. On the
cuts, we have from (2.16),

lim L,,,p(X+ie)=L,,,p(X),
(3.2)

lim Ln,p(X-ie)=L*n,p(X),
e--*O+

and

lim L,,,e(x-ie)=L,,,p(x),
(3.3)

,-,o+ (x> 1),
lim Ln,p (x + ie) L’n,p (x),

e---*O +

so that L,,,p(z) is continuous from above for x<0, and continuous from below for
x>l.

3.3. M,,p(Z). From (2.19) and (3.1), we find for n= 1 that the branch points are
z 1 and z z, and we cut the z-plane from x 1 to m. On the cut, we have

lim Ml,p(X + ie)=Ml,p(X),
(3.4) 0+ (x< -1),

lim M,p(X-ie)=M* (x)1,p
e-*O+

so that M,p(z) is continuous from above for x < -1. For x>_ -1, Ml,p(X ) is real.
For n > 1, we find from (2.18)

lim Mn,p(X+ie)=(-1)P (-1)qg(x+ie)
o+ j=0 J! S,_j,p(-x-T-ie).

Because of (1.4) and (3.1), it follows that M,,p(z) has branch points at z=0 and
z , and we cut the z-plane from x 0 to . Then

lim Mn,p(X+ie)--Mn,p(X),
(3.5) -,o+

(x<0).
lim M,p(X-ie)=M* (x)n,p
eO+

For x>=O, M,,,p(X) is real. Thus, Mn,p(Z ) is continuous from above for x <0 (n>= 1,p>=
1).

4. A lemma. In order to establish some of the functional relations for the gener-
alized polylogarithms, Nielsen needs the following

LEMMA. Let the complex quantities xj, yj (j= 1,..., n), and a, for n 1, 2, 3,...,
be related by

(4.1) x,,= -.y,_j..
y=O

Then

n--1
Olj(4.1a) Y,= E (-1)

j=O " Xn-j’
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and

(4.1b) ’l aJ ( n+r-j-1 ) mRm ( )j=0" r Yn+r_j (--1) n+r--m--1
r- m Xn+r--m"

m--0

Proof. The first result (4.1a) is well known. Nielsen obtains (4.1a) by using
relations between integrals (see Lewin [17, p. 266]), but mentions that it can be proved
directly. An elementary proof follows from the well-known binomial inversion theorem
[21, p. 45], namely

a,= , j b,_, bn-" (_ 1) j n

j=0 j-’0
J an-j’

by setting a o bo 0 and

ak k!ot-kXk, bk k !( kyk

Note that, for fixed p,L,,p(X), Sn,p(x), and Mn,p(x ), (-1)PSn,e(-x) are, according
to (2.15)-(2.18) pairs of functions related by this lemma.

In order to prove (4.1b), Nielsen uses a form of Vandermonde’s convolution
theorem (see, for example, Riordan [21, pp. 8-10]), namely

(4.2) (_l)(j)(n+r-m-1)=(n-j+r-1)
m=O m r-m r

in particular

(4.3) (-1)m(n+k)(n+r-m-1)=O, (O_<k<r-1)m r-m
rn O

Denoting the left-hand side of (4.1b) by An,r, we obtain, using (4.2),

(4.4) An,r (_1) j n+r-m-1
j=O -" m=O m r- m Yn+r-j

(_1) n+r-m--1 o "m=o -. r- m .=
Yn+-m-"

From (4.1), we have

(4.5)
n-m-1 ij r-1 k. --n-mE Yr-kE Yn+r-m-j Xn+r-m
j=o ,=o (n-m+k)!

Substituting (4.5) into (4.4), we find as coefficient for Yr-k the expression

(n+k)! (_1) n+k n+r-m-1
m=0

m r-m (O__<k__<r- 1)

which vanishes by (4.3). The result (4.1b) follows immediately.
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5. The transformations z--> l-z and z--> l/z. Nielsen was able to find many
formulae relating the functions Sn,p(Z), Ln,p(z), and Mn,p(Z for different arguments.
He proved these relations mainly by considering indefinite integrals for Ln,p(Z) and
M.,p(z), for example by writing

(n-i)!p! lgn-lzlgP(1-z) dZ+c
Z

and fixing the constant in the resulting expression by considering special values.
In the following, we shall prove these formulae of Nielsen by using the definitions

(2.13) and (2.14) of L,,,p(Z) and Mn,p(Z ). We start with

5.1. The reflection z---> l-z. We split the range of integration in (2.13), and
obtain by partial integration, for Imz 4 0, using (2.20),

Ln,p(z)--Snpq_(-1)n+P-lflZ(n-i)!p! lgn-XtlgP(1-t) dt

._Sn,p_[_
(-- 1) n+p-1

n!p! lgnzlgP(1-z)

(- 1) n+p-1 fo1-z dt
(p- 1)!n!

logp-I tlogn(1 t) --,
which gives

(-1) n+p

(5.1) Ln’p(Z)’ff Lp’n(1-z)--Sn’p- n!p! lgnzlgP(1-z)

as the reflection formula for the function Ln,p(Z ). Using (2.15) yields

(5.2) S,p(Z)=
j=o J! .Sn-j’p-Lp’n- (n----j-:j. lgn-JzlgP(1-z)

whence, using (2.16) and a well-known property of the binomial coefficients,

(5.3) Sn, p (z)
logj z (- 1) klogk (1 z) S,_ (1 z)

;=0 J" k’.

if_
(-- 1) p
n!p! lgnzlgP(1 z)"

Equation (5.3) is the reflection formula for the generalized polylogarithms. In the case
of polylogarithms (p 1), this equation reduces to

(5.4)
2 logz 1Sn(z)-- {s -S 1(l-z)}- 1ogn-Xzlog(1 Z)

y=0 J! -j ,n-j- (n- 1)!

Note that the reflection z--> 1-z for Sn,p(Z) as expressed by (5.3) remains within the
set of generalized polylogarithms (apart from known constants and-logarithms). Equa-
tion (5.4) shows, however, that it is not possible to represent the reflection for the
polylogarithms within the set of these functions if n > 3. Thus, for the trilogarithm, one
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has

S,(z )= s,- $1,2 (1 z)+ logz [s:- S(1 z )] 1/210g2 z log(1 z).

This relation contains the function $1,2(1-z ) which is not a polylogarithm. It is
interesting to note, however, that the reflection formula provides an expression for the
particular generalized polylogarithms S,p(Z) in terms of ordinary polylogarithms, since
we have

(-1) p dl (-1) P

(5.6) Sx,p(Z) fopV. log 1-zt)T=Sp+ 1+ p! logzlogP(1-z)

p-1 (1 -z)E (--1)klogkSp-k (l--z)k! +1
k=0

We now consider the case z= x real. By setting z x + ie it follows from (3.2),
(3.3) and (1.4) that, for x < 0, (5.1) remains unchanged, while for x > 1, both sides must
be replaced by their complex conjugate. From this and the fact that L,,p(X) is real for
0 <=x_<_ 1, we see that (5.1) remains valid, as it stands, for arbitrary real z=x. By a
similar argument, this is also true for (5.3) relating S,,p(Z) to S,o(1-z), and for the
special case (5.4). Therefore, the restriction Imz 4:0 made above is no longer necessary.

5.2. The inversion z l/z. This case is more complicated. We follow Nielsen in
first establishing an inversion formula for M,,p(Z) but instead of considering indefinite
integrals for M,,p(Z) and M,,p(1/z) as he does, we start with the definition integral
(2.14), which gives for Imz 4: 0, using (2.20),

(_ 1) "-1 fz dt
Mn,p(Z)=n,p+ (n_lp-! logn-XtlogP(l + t)"T-

1 f/ log"- [log(1 + t)-logt] pdt
=O,,p- (n- 1)!p! "1

1
p-

() dtE (-1) k p f/z log.+k_tlogP_k(l+t) T--O.,p (n--1)!p! k=O
k "1

(-1) p

fl/Zlog,+p-ltdt
(n- 1)!p!

p-1

--On,p--(--1)n

_
(n+k-l)

k=o
k On+k’p-k

p-1

+(_l),(n+k-1)M,+k (1)_ (-1) logn+pz"
=0 k ,P- z (n+p)(n-1)!p!

Denoting the constant part by C,,p, we have

(5.7)
p-1

Mn,p(z)=Cn,p+(_l)nE(n+k-1) (1) (--1)
k=0 k Mn+k’P-k - --(n+p)(n--1)!p! log n+pz

(Imz 4: 0, or Imz=0 and Rez >0).
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Formula (5.7) is also valid for real z= x >= 0, in which case it is real. For x < 0, we set
z- x + ie and obtain with the help of (1.4) and (3.5) the relation

(5.8) M,,p(x)=C,,,p+(-1)" Z n+k-1 M,*+, ,
k=o k ’P- x

(- 1)"
log" +,x (x real)(n+p)(n-1)!p!

This equation enables us to express the constants (where the sum is zero for p 1)
p-1

(5.9) C,,1:,=(1_(_1),)o,,p_(_1),,_ (n+k-1)
k=l k On+k’p-k

in terms of known constants. This will be discussed further in 7.
In order to establish the inversion formula for the generalized polylogarithms

S,,p(Z), we start from (5.7) and write, using (2.17)

n -j

1---lg"+ez E (-1)
p’ (n-j+p)(n-j-1)!j’j=0

The coefficient of log"+p z can be written as [8, No. 3.191 3]
(5.11)

1 nl (_ 1).-j
p!

j=o p -j 1)!j!

n-1 logJz+ E j! Cn-j,p.
j=0

p’(n-1)’ fo E (-1) "-J n-1 un_j+p_ldu
j=0 J

1 fop!(n-- 1)! uP(l--u) du=(n+p)!

We now apply Lemma (4.1b) and write, remembering that Mn,p(Z ) and (- 1)PS,,,p(-Z)
are related through (4.1),

whence, replacing z by -z in (5.10)

(5 12)
p k 1ogm(_z) n+k-m-1 S+k_,,p_ k zS,,p(z)=(-1)" (-1) k E m’ k-m
k=0 m =0

+(-1)P{ logJ(-z)
j=0 J! Cn_j,p +

1 log,+p(_z)}
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It is easy to see that (5.12) is also valid for real z= x if x __< 0. In this case it contains
only real functions. For x>0, we proceed analogously to the case of M,(z), set

z x / ie and obtain, using (1.4) and (3.1),

(5.13)
P- ’ log (-x) n+k-m-1 Sn,+k_m,p_ k XSn’p(X)=(-1)n -" (-1)k " m k-m
k =0 m=O

j=0 J!
log" +p ( X )} (X real)

Note that the imaginary parts cancel for 0 __< x __< 1. Further, since &,o(1/x) is real for
x > 1, it follows that the imaginary part of Sn,p(X) for x > 1 comes only from log(--x).
Using (1.4) in (5.13) and taking the imaginary part (with empty sums equal to zero)
gives

(5.14)

_1 ImS.,p(X) (-1)" E (- 1) ’ E n+k-m-1 Sn+k_m,p_k --X’77" k=l m=l k-m

[(m- 1)/21 2j
E (-
j=o (2j+l)!(m-2j-1)!

n-1 [(m- 1)/2]

"4-(--1) p E Cn-m,p E (--1) j

m--1 j=O

,B.2J

(2j+ 1)!(m-Zj-I)!
lg’-2-lx

[(n+p-1)/2]

+(-1) p y’. (-11 j

j=o

,.B. 2j

(2j+ 1)!(n +p- 2j- 1)!
logn+p-2j-lx"

Equation (5.14) shows that, for p > 1, ImS,,p(x) is expressible, apart from logarithms
and (known) constants, in terms of &,o() (n <__ v <_ n +p 2,1 <= O <=P 1) in the inter-
val 0<=<1.

For the polylogarithms, we obtain as a special case from (5.12), (5.9) and (2.22)

(5.15) S"(z)+(-1)"S’( 1)z
n. 2 -1 (1+(1) -’ log’(-z)log"(-z)- )(1-21-"+J)s,_j

j=O

where for real z x, S,(1/x) has to be replaced by S*(1/x).
As in the case of reflection, the inversion (5.12) has the remarkable property of

remaining within the set of generalized polylogarithms. In contrast to the case of
reflection, the inversion (5.15) for the polylogarithms also remains within the set of
these functions.

Note that this formula differs by a factor 1 from the expression given in [12], owing to the fact that,
for real z x, (5.12) had been erroneously used instead of (5.13), and a convention different from (1.4) had
been introduced in order to overcome resulting contradictions. Because of this, the function computed by the
Algol program for Sn.p(X in [12] is in fact Sp(X) according to our present definition. For n=p=l,
formula (5.14) agrees with Lewin [17, p. 2].
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6. Bilinear transformations of the argument. If we consider the reflection Pl(z)=
1-z and the inversion P2(z)= 1/z as belonging to the group of bilinear transforma-
tions

with real coefficients and a8 fl7 4= 0, we see that they generate a subgroup

1 1 z-1 z
Pj(z)=z, l-z, -,

z 1-z’ z z-1

(j= 0,1,..., 5). By repeated use of (5.3) and (5.12) it is then possible to find formulae
for

S,,,p 1-z S,,p z S,,,p z-1

which will contain, apart from logarithms and known constants, only generalized
polylogarithms. These formulae become soon very complicated, and we leave a more
systematic investigation to further research. By the above procedure one can, in princi-
ple, find a (complicated) expression for $2,2(z) in terms of polylogarithms. Lewin [17,
p. 204] has given a formula from which such an expression can be derived.

Nielsen also discusses the following bilinear transformations of the argument of
the function Ln,p(Z ).

6.1. The transIormation z 1/(1 + z). From the definition integral (2.13) we find,
for Imz : 0,

(6.1)

( 1 ) (--l_)+P-lfoX/(l+z)L,,p 1 + (n- )!p!
lgn-ltlgP(1-t) dtt

1 f0" lgn-X(1 + t)[log(1 + t)-logt] p dt
=Sn,p-(n-1)!p! l+t

1 (_1) p log,,+p__(1 + t)logt=S,p- (n-1)!p! --o k l+t

Using (2.14), and taking into account that

(n-1)!p!(n+p-k) (n+p)!

yields, after integration by parts,

(6.2)

=s,, )!
(_1) n+p-k-1 n+p logzlog+,_(l_z)Ln’p 1 +z ’P (n+ k=0 n-1 k

n+p-k-1

k= n 1 M,n+,
_ ( z ) (Im z 0, or Im z 0 and Rez >__ 1).
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Both sides of formula (6.2) are real for z x >= 0. Further, it follows from (1.4) and (3.3)
that (6.2) remains valid for real z--x if -1 __< x __< 0. For z x <- 1, however, we see
from (3.2) that L,,,p(1/(1 / z)) has to be replaced by Ln*,p(1/(1 / z)).

6.2. The transformation z z/(l + z). In this case, we have from (2.13) for Imz 4:0
and n>l

( z ) (--1)n+P-foZ/(l+z) dtlogn-l tlogP(1- t)--i-

(n- 1)!p!
[log(1 + t)-logt] logP(1 + t)--

[log(1 + t)-logt] ’-log’(1 + t) +t
Hence by comparison with (6.1),

--Sp+l,n_L,, 1 +z =Lp+I’n-1 i z
n-1

E+ 1 1og"+P-’- 1(1 + t)logk "-7

and, using (2.14) and (2.21),
(6.3)

( z ) ( 1 ) (n+p-k-l)Ln’p 1 +z -Lp+I’n-1 1/’ --Sn-I’p+I / Mk+l’n+p-k-l(Z)
=0 P

(Imz 4= 0, or Imz=0 and Rez>__ -1).
For n- 1, we have directly from (2.13)"

(6.4) Lt’P 1+) =. lgP(l+t)- lgP(l+t) i/t

1
=MI’p(Z)-(p+ 1)!

lgP+X(1 + z)

or, by (2.19),

(6.5) S,p( 1
z )=(_l)PS 1 logP+l(l+z)+z ’P(-Z)-(p+l)!

(Imz 4= 0, or Imz 0 and Rez >= -1).

As in the case of formula (6.2), we see by setting z= x + ie and using (1.4), (3.2) and
(3.3) that the left-hand side of (6.2) must be replaced, for real z x < -1, by

l+z -L;+l’n-1

Since Ll,p(z/(l+z))=Sl,p(z/(l+z)) is real for x>=-l, the formula obtained by
replacing the left-hand sides of (6.4) and (6.5) by their conjugates are valid for all real
Z Xo
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6.3. The transformation z (a + z)/(b + z). This transformation is a generaliza-
tion of the transformation z - z/(1 + z). The formula obtained by Nielsen [20, 13(7)]
is incorrect, and, as we shall see in [}9, it was this error which led him to wrong
conclusions on the nature of the special values %, ( 1) PSi,p ( 1).

We have from the definition integral (2.13) for a 4: b, Imz 4: 0, and n > 1,

( a+z ) (--l)n+p-l fo(a+z)/(b+z)
--Sn,pd"

=Sn,p+

dt
log- logP (1- ) --(--1) n+p fz ((n-liU .(b-a) log,_ a+.tb+t lgP

b+ (a+ t)(b+ t)

(n li log,_
a+t

logp
b-a dt

b+t b+t a+t

logn-1 logP
b+t b+t b+t"

Denoting the integrals by Jx and J2, and substituting r (b- a)/(a + t) and r

(b a)/(b + t) in Jx and J2, respectively, we obtain, using (2.14),

j1--- (_ l)n+p-l fo(b-a)/(a+z) log,_ 1(1 + r)logp (l+r)r dr
r

__(__l)n+p_lE (_l)k(p (b-a)/(a+z)

k=o
k

log"+p-- (1 + r)logkr dr

_(1) n+p-1 )! n+p-k-1 b-a
p!(n-1 E Mk+l’n+p-k-1 a+z",=o n-1

Similarly, by (2.13),

J2 fo(b-a)/(b+z) dr
log"- (1 r)logPr

P /’/-- "Lp+I’n-1 b+z

Therefore

(6.6)

Ln’p b nt- Z ’P
y, n+p-k-1
,=0 n-1

b-a
_[_Lp+l,n_ b+zMk+l’n+p-k-1 a+z

(Imz 4= 0).

This formula corrects Nielsen’s formula [20, [}13(7)], in which

b- a
reads Lthe term Lp+l,n_ b+z ’P b+z

For real z x, formula (6.6) has to be adjusted in accordance with the results of 3.
This will depend on the values of a and b.
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Comparing formula (6.3) with (6.6) for a=0 and b= 1, we obtain a relation
between M,p(z) and M,p(1/z), namely (n> 1)

(6.7) "za (n+p-k-l)M, (z)
k=o P +l,n+p-k-1

+ _, n+p-k-1 M, =S --S
k=0 /l1 +l,n+p-k-1 Z ,p -1,p+l"

(Imz 4: 0, or Imz=0 and Rez >= 0).
For real z x < 0,M, + X,n+p_k_l(1/Z) has to be replaced by Mff+ X,n+p_k_l(1/Z).

6.4. A sum containing L,,,t,(z/(l + z)). Nielsen closes his section on bilinear trans-
formations of the argument by considering a sum containing L,,,,(z/(1 + z)). This sum
can be expressed in terms of (ordinary) polylogarithms. To avoid divergent integrals,
we introduce the functions (0 < e < 1)

(6.8)
Len,p(Z) } (--1)n+p-lfez dt

( 1) pM,,p(z)e (n-- )!p!. log n-1 logP(1 -T- t)7
and write

(- 1)k!L_+ao() (- 1)k! dt(-1)* log,_j logJ(l_ t)_7(k-j)!j!

Thus, by summation,

-j+l,j() 2 (-1) a k dt

./’=0 j=0 J lg*-JtlgJ(1- t)--

log*
1-t 7"

Setting ’=z/(l+z), and making the substitution r=t/(1-t), we obtain, with e’=
e/(1 -e),

( z ) (-1)*iz drY’ (-1)JL]-+IO l+z k’
log*r

.i=o r(1 + r)

(- 1)* [log,+ 1Z log,+1 e,] (- 1)*
(k+l)! k!

By partial integration, using (6.8)

logkr
1 +r log* z log(1 + z ) log*e’ log(1 + e’) + ( 1)*k’.m,le’ ( Z )

Further, from (6.8),

L*+I’ 1 +z (k+l)! log*+1( z )-log*+le].
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Collecting these results, we see that the divergent parts cancel for e-o 0, and we obtain

(6.9)
k

(_l)gL ( z ) (--1)k [ ( )]k-j+l,j i+z (k+l)!
lg’+z-lg’+l z

./=
1 +z

k
logzlog(1 + z)-Mk,l(z )

or, using (2.18) and replacing k by n- 1,

(6.10) E (-- 1)mtn-m-l,m+l n!
m=0

1 (_ 1)qogJz
j=0 J! S_j(-z).

As in the case of formula (6.2), the left-hand side of (6.10) has to be replaced by its
conjugate for real z x < 1.

7. The constants C,,,,. We now return to the constants Cn,p defined by (5.9).
Because no relation seems to be known which expresses O,,p=(-1)PS,,p(-1) for
arbitrary n >__ 1, p >= 1 in terms of known constants, Nielsen did not, apart from giving a
formula for C2,-1,2 in terms of ’(q), investigate relation (5.9) further. For some small
values of n or p, however, expressions for C,,p are known [12] in addition to C2,-1,2,
namely

(7.1)

Cl,p--(p+l), (p 1,2, 3,4),

C2n,1-- 0 (n>__ 1),
7 7 4C3,1=-C2, 2=’(4) r

C2,3-- C3,2--

The question arises whether it is possible to express Cn,p for all n and p, in terms of
known constants. This is indeed the case, as is shown by the following

THEORFM 1. Let 6ij be the Kronecker symbol; let era= 1 if m is even, em=O if m is
odd, and let s,o=S,o(1). Then, for integer n,p (n> 1,p>= 1)

p-1

C.,p= (-1)"+P-X (- 1)k(1-- (-- 1)"Sko)(n + k- 1 )
k=0 k

[(n+k-1)/2]

jO
(-- 1) j qT"2J

(2j)!Sn+k-2j,p -k

+ (_ l)[(n+p)/2]+n qr n+p

e’+P(n+p)(n-1)!p!
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Proof. We set x 1 in (5.8) and obtain, using (1.4),
p-1

C,,?=M,,,p(-1)-(-1)" (n+k-1) (ir) "+p

k=0
k M’*+k’P-k(--1)+ (--1)(n+p)(n--1)tp!

From (2.18), we have

(7.3) M,,,p(-1)=(-1)P (-irr)J
j=0 J----T--" sn-J’P"

Therefore

(7.4)

C.,p=(-1) n+p-1

_
(--1) k

k=0
n+k-1)n-I (irr) j

k
j=0 J!Sn+k-j,p-k

n_l }1)"E( 1)J(i;!)J S -j,p
j=O

+(--1)
n+p

(n+p)(n-1)!p!

On taking the real part of (7.4), Theorem 1 follows. In addition, we obtain from the
imaginary part a relation between the s,, o, namely

p-1

Y’. (-1)*(1 +(--1)n,o)( n+k-1
,=0 k

[( n + k- 2)/2] 7r2j+1E (- 1)a-
j=0 (2j41)! +k-Zj-l,p-k

+ (- 1)t(o +, +. eff +p

-1)(n+p)(n-1)!p!
It has been shown in [12], [13], [20] that s, o can be expressed by a homogeneous

polynomial in Sq=(q) (2=<q__<v+O), with rational coefficients, where ’(q) is the
Riemann zeta function. This polynomial is of degree v + 0, if ’(q) is defined to be of
degree q and if the degree of a product is the sum of the degree of its factors. Since
even powers of r can, through [8, No. 9.616]

2,, (2m)!’(2m)
22m-llB2m

be expressed in terms of ’(q) and the Bernoulli numbers Bzm one has the remarkable
fact that C,,,p can be expressed by a polynomial in ’(q) (2 <= q <= n +p) which is of the
same type as the polynomial for

A short table of C,,, (1 <_ n =< 5,1 =<p _< 5) is given in Table 1. This table has been
computed by REDUCE [10] from the expressions for st, given in [13]. For the special
case n 1, we find from (5.9) and Theorem 3 in 9 that

p-1

(7.5) Cl,p-- 201,p +
k=l

which gives, with (7.2), another relation between the
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,if2
C, (2) =--
CI,2=(3)

C. ’(4)=

C1, (6) =--4-

T,LE 1

5 7
rC,2= 6’2(2)+’(4) -C2,3 ’(2)’(3)- ’(5)

25 21 1 2 163
C2,= 3(2)+(2)(4)- (3)-(6)

5 +(3)(4)C2.s= 2(2)(3)-(2)(5) 2(7)

8. Some integrals involving S,,,,(z). We now consider some integrals containing
S.,p(z) in the integrand which were discussed by Nielsen. From the differentiation rule
(2.11) for S.,p(X) we see immediately that

(8.1) f Sn X,p(Z)Sn,p(Z )dZ 1
S

_
(z) (n>2)",p

By repeated partial integration we obtain for k < n- 1, (note the misprints in Nielsen’s
formulae [20, p. 190])

k

f Sn-I’P(Z)Sn’p(Z)dZ--z E (-x)J-lSn-j,p(z)Sn+j,p( Z )
j=l

Sn-k-l’P(Z)Sn+k’P(z)
dZ
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Therefore

(8.2)
k

(_a)f Sn_k_l,p(Z)gn+k,p(Z)
dz 1 S2 (Z)+ E (-1)Jgn-j,p(Z)gn+j,p(z)

j=l

--7(-1 I2 (- 1%_/.,,(so/_.,,(.
j--O

Using the definitions (2.6) of So(z) and Sx(z), and rule (2.12), we obtain, by
repeated partial integration, for a 4:1 and ]z] < 1,

(8.3) f zagn(z)dz-’aa+lnLl(-1) j Sn-j (z)
j=0 (o+ 1) j+l

(- 1)", za+l dz4- (;i f l’z

=za+lni
2 (-1)a’Sn-j(z)

j=o (+ 1)+
(-1)".-]- ( ;-i (Za+ 1__ 1)log(1- z)

+ (-1) "-1

f 1-z"+
dz(aT{i- 1-z

and hence, using [8, No. 8.361 7], we obtain the definite integral

(8.4)

x"-’S,(x)dx=
Rj+Ij=O

+(-1) "-1

an [p(a+ 1)+71, (Rea> -1),

where q(x) is the logarithmic derivative of the gamma function and 3’ is Euler’s
constant. In particular, for a m > 0 an integer,

(8.5) fo n2 (_l)asn_j+ (_l)n-1 m 1
x"- lS. ( x ) dx Z -j=0 mJ+l mn k=l

Lewin [17, p. 308] gives (8.4) and (8.5) for n 2.
Equation (8.5), together with the power series expansion (2.5), allows us to com-

pute

(8.6) fo t Xmfo1(x) 1Sq(tx)Sn(t)--= - tm-ISn(t)dt.
m=l

Using (8.5) and the series (2.5) and (2.9), we obtain

(x)= Z (-1)as.- Z mq+j+l-(-1) E \,_.,]--- mq+n
j=0 m=l m=l k=l

n-2

Z (-1)Jsn-jgq+j+l(X)-(-1)n(gn+q+l(X)+Sn+q-l,2(x))
j=0

Some other integrals containing S,,(x) can be found in [12] and [15].
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9. Values of S,(z) for special arguments z.
9.1. The integrals s,=S,(l). As has been shown in [13], the homogeneous

polynomial in ’(q) for the integrals

(9.1) Sn,p=(_l)n+p lgn-ltlgP(1-t)
can be written in the form

Sn,p=(--l) n+p-1 obn-v-1 E
l+ O+ 1

0=0 P bp-oa+o+l

where [8, No. 8.321]

1 k 1 k

m.ak= k (-1)m(m)ak-m’ bk=- (--1) (m)b_m,

m=l m=l

are the coefficients in the power series for 1/F(1 + x) and F(1 / x) respectively, and
where a0=b0=l and ’(1)-= by definition. In order to derive this expression, the
well-known relation [8, No. 9.122 1]

(9.2) 2 Fl(O B’B+I’I) =F(1-a)F(I+B)r(1-a+B)
is essential.

9.2. The integrals o,,,p (- I)PS,,,p( 1). The problem of evaluating

(-- 1) n-1 f dt
(9.3) n’p=(n-li.i Jollogn-tlogP(l+t)---
seems to be far more difficult. This difficulty is related to the apparent nonexistence of
a relation for _Fl(a, fl; fl + 1;- 1) similar to (9.2). Nielsen claimed that he had suc-
ceeded in representing on,p by ’(q) if n+p is odd, but, as we shall see, his proof is
erroneous. Those relations between on,p and sn,p which can be deduced from relations
given in the previous sections are of such a special nature that it is not easy to see how
they could be used, for example, to derive an expression for On,p in terms of ’(k). On
the contrary, it seems likely that, in the general case, no such relations exist. (Barlow [4]
states, without giving a reference, that "Sn,p(-1), Sn,p(1/2) and Sn,p(1) are easily
evaluated analytically from equation [(2.1)]".)

Nielsen did, however, find a closed formula for the case p 2, n odd, which seems
to be the most general result known for on,p. He proved the following

THEOREM 2. Let (k) be the Riemann zeta function for integer argumnent. Then for
n>O

(9.4)
1 log2n log2(1 + t) --02n+1,2=2(2n)!

=l-[1-(2n+l)(1-Z-2n-2)]’(Zn+3)2

+ (1 21-2j)’(Zj)’(Zn- 2j + 3).
j=l

The sum is zero if n O.
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Proof. Nielsen’s proof, which is full of misprints, starts from the inversion formula
(5.12) for z 1 and p 2. After applying Lemma (4.1a), he obtains an expression for
C2,,-1,2. He then takes the real part and compares his result with the power series
expansion of both sides of the relation

r cscrx r cotrx cosrx + sinx.

Theorem 1 allows us to shorten this proof. From (5.9), we have

1 -(2n-1)o2. l]

Hence, for n 1, using (7.1) and (2.22),
1 1 1

o,2 (c,2- 03) =(s3- 3) g(3).

For n 2, we obtain, using (7.2),

1{ n- 2j

n_l }(2n 1) Y’ (- 1) j rr2j
(2n 1)o2

j=o (2j)! s2"-2J+x "+x

With the help of [13], [20],

(9.6) s,,,,_=- m+ 1)Sm+ 2- Z SkSm-k+2 (m>=2)
k=2

$1,2"-$3

(9.5) can be written as

1 ( n-1 2j

t E (- 1) j rr

n-2 2j 2n-2j-1 }E (-1) j r E sks2,,-2j-k+l+S2,,+i--(2n--1)oz.+
j=O (2j)! k=2

Noting the symmetry in the double sum, and reordering, gives

q./. 2j
j-1 2k ]2j(2j_2),

-2 E (-1)* (2k)i02n_1,2--"" j=l

XS2n-2j+I +s2.+-(2n-1)o2.+}.
Referring to (7.2), we see that the expression in square brackets equals C2j_1,1 2o2j
hence

(9.7)
n-1 1

02.-1,2 Z 02jS2.-2j+1+[S2.+1--(2n--1)O2n+1],
j=l

and Theorem 2 follows on replacing n by n + 1 and using (2.22).
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Formula (9.4) shows that 02. + 1,2 can be expressed by a homogeneous polynomial
of degree 2n+3 in ’(q)(2=<q<_2n+3), with rational coefficients. In contrast to the
expressions for S.,p and C.,p, however, all coefficients of terms which contain more
than two factors vanish. A short table of o2.+ 1, 2 is given in Table 2.

Let

Then

TABLE 2

1 f01 log 2,, t) --.I" 02"+ 1’ 2(2n)! /log2 (1 +
at

1
Io =- ’(3)

1 29

1 7 251.
7I2 ’(2)’(5)+- ’(3)’(4) --i- ’(

31 7 1529 .(913 ’(2)’(7)+-’(3)’(6) + ’(4)’(5)
1 127 7 31 8183

14 - (2)’(9) + ’(3)’(8) +- ’(4)(7)+-’(5)’(6)-2--6 ’(11)
511 7 127 31 40949

I5=-’(2)’(11)+’’(3)’(10)+-’(4)’(9)+-i’(5)’(8)+-3’(6)’(7)- 8192 ’(13)

For a discussion of Nielsen’s work on o,,,p for other values of n and p, it is
perhaps useful to quote his monograph [20, pp. 199-202, translated from the German].
He starts with formula (2.22) for o, and continues that

a similar result is not available for the more general numbers o,,,p , if p > 1. On the contrary, it
seems that these numbers cannot, in general, be expressed in closed form by the numbers s,. In
any case, have found such an expression only when n +p is odd.

After having proved Theorem 2, he continues

On the values o,,, p, we still have to prove that, for n >= 2,

p-2

(N1) p,,,=(-1)P-l(n+p-1)l.n+p-1 + E (-1)q(n+q)n n Sn+q+l’p-q-l"
q----0

For this purpose, we set x-- 1 in (2) and obtain

(n+p-q-l)(N2) Sn,p-- Oq+l,n+p_q_l,
q=0 n-1

which easily gives formula (N1) by induction. Setting n= 2 and p= 2n- 1 in (N1) yields
2n-3

(N3) 2n-1,2-" l,2nnt- E (1) q+2

q=0
q

Therefore, because of [(9.4)] and (N1), we can deduce the following theorem:
For n +p odd, the value O.,p is a homogeneous polynomial of degree n+p in s,s3,...,s.+p

with rational coefficients, provided s is of degree r.
In order to find the numbers O.,p also for n +p even, one needs only to express the numbers

O1.2n- by s,., in which did not succeed.

A numerical check for small n and p shows, however, that (N2) cannot be correct
as it stands. In addition, formula (N2), which represents, for given n +p, a system of
n +p- 1 linear equations in the n +p- 1 unknowns o, o, is not symmetric with respect

There is an obvious misprint in the equation number referenced.
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to n and p, as it should be according to (2.21). Further, for n 1 it contains a quantity
On+p, 0 which is undefined. However, it is easy to see the origin of (N2) in spite of the
misprint in the equation number referenced. It lies in Nielsen’s incorrect equation
corresponding to (6.6), which gives, for a 0, b 1, z 1, the relation (N2) as a special
case.

A correct relation between sn,p and o,,p is given by the following
THEOREM 3. The numbers sn,p=S,,p(1) and o,,p=(-1)S,,0(-1) are linearly re-

lated through

(9.8) s,,.p= 1 OJ’n+P-J+
n+p-j-1

j=l P-- j=l n- 1 Oj’n+p-J"

Proof. From (5.1), we obtain for z

Ln,p + Lp,n Sn,p-- np
and from (6.2) for z 1, using (2.21),

Ln’p +Lp’n =2Sn’p-- n-1 p-1 (n+p)l

n+p-j-1
o,

n+p-j-1

j=l p-- 1 "+P-
j=l n-- 1 oj, ,+p_.

Theorem 3 follows by comparison.
Note that (9.8) is symmetric in n and p. This relation for Sn,p was given in [12]

without proof. Note also that setting z 1 in formula (6.7), derived from the correct
equation (6.6) merely yields an equation equivalent to equation (9.8), as can be seen
from elementary properties of binomial coefficients.

It seems puzzling that Nielsen should have published such an obviously incorrect
equation as (N2), when the correct relation follows easily from his relations for Ln,p(2).
However, by introducing (N1) into (N2) and performing some manipulations with
binomial coefficients, it can be shown that (N1) is indeed the solution of the linear
system (N2) for o,o. Ts suggests that the more special formula (N3) for Ol,2, is also
incorrect, a fact which is easily verified by a numerical check using small values of n,
after correcting an obvious misprint in (N3).

By comparing (N2) and (9.8), we see that Nielsen was misled by the (wrong)
triangular structure of (N2), which enabled him to solve his system in closed form. On
the other hand, the correct system (9.8) does not allow a solution O,,p in terms of s,, 0

(and therefore of :(q)). For n +p 4, the system (9.8) consists of [(n +p)/2] equations
with either n +p 2 (n +p even) or n +p 3 (n +p odd) unknowns, so that for
n +p 6 there are more unknowns than equations. The cases n +p 4 and n +p 5,
where one has as many equations as unknowns, namely two, result in a vanishing
determinant, yielding the single equations

4 31 1(9.9) 201,3+ o,=72, 20, 4 + o, (5)- (2)(3)

The cases n +p 2 and n +p 3 are trivial.

One could imagine that Nielsen, or somebody else at the time might have recognized this error later.
However, a search through the volumes of Nova Acta Leopoldina and Oversigt Danske Vidensk. Selsk. Forh.
up to 1918 shows no published erratum or remark relating to Nielsen’s paper. As far as the author knows, no
collected papers of Nielsen exist (cf. the list of known collected papers in Struik [22, p. 196]).
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When examining other relations of [}[}5 and 6, one realizes that there seems to be
an inherent difficulty in getting relations which could be used to compute O,,p in terms
of sv, o. This is true in particular for the (singular) system (5.9) of linear equations for
the unknowns or, o. Therefore, it seems likely that, not only are Nielsen’s relations (N1)
and (N3) incorrect, but that no such relation exists. An unsuccessful computer search
through relations of the form

ou,’ 4 } P--A-x ’(2) ’(3) + P-2’(5)’PP4

with integers Pi in the range 50 _-<Pl =< 50, 1 =<p2=< 50, 0 =<P3 -_< 50, 1 =<p4=< 50 supports
this conclusion.

9.3. The integrals a,,,p= Sn,t,(-). The problem of evaluating

(--1)n+p-I fol ( 1 )t(9.10) an’p= (n-i.i logn-ltlOgp 1--t
apparently faces obstacles similar to those found for the evaluation of O,,p; in particu-
lar, because no closed expression seems to be known for 2Fl(a, fl;fl+ 1; 1/2). A result
which can easily be obtained from formulae treated in the previous sections is the
following

THEOREM 4. For n >= 1 and p >= 1, the numbers an,p can be expressed in terms of
and log 2, through the relation

(9.11) a n,p
y, (_ 1) j logS2 n +p -j- k- 1

j=0 J! p- 1 Ok +p-j-k + (- 1)" logn+p 2

Proof. From (6.2) with z 1 and (2.16) with z 1/2 it follows that

logJ2
i=0 J! l(n+p-1)log,,+p2an-j’p=Sn’p-- (n+p)! n-- 1

n+p-k-1

k=l n- 1 Ok’n+p-k"

Applying Lemma (4.1a) and using (5.11) yields

(9.12) a n,p
j=0 J! s_j,p p(E n+p-j-k-1

k=l n-j-1

logn+p2+ (- 1)" (-..
Replacing s,_,p by (9.8) gives Theorem 4.

As a special case, we obtain for p 1,

(9.13) a, ,2 (_ 1)/logg2 ,,-j-E
j=o J k=l

o,,,-j-,-(-1)
"lg’2

ni (n> 2).
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In particular, for n--2,

(9.14) a2= log 1--t --=01,1-1og22 1---log 2,

which is a well-known formula due to Euler (attributed to Landen by Lewin [17, p. 6]);
and for n 3,

(9.15) f01 ( 1)t 7 rr 2 1
a3= logtlog 1--t --=-ff’(3)--log2+log32.

For n 4, we have, using (9.9),

(9.16)
q./.4 q/.2

22 ’(3)log 2 1
a4 --- + --log --log4 2-- ol,3

The appearance of the quantity (I1,3, for which no closed formula seem to be known,
makes it impossible to compute

1 log(1 1a4"---fo 1og2t -t)
from (9.13).

From the power series (2.5) we have

(9.17) a,,

Therefore

(9.18) a2= E 1 7/.2 1,,o.2 212 2

(9.19) a3= E 1

j=l 2Jj
7 ,//.3 1
g’(3)--log2 + glog32

and, trivially, a 0 1, al log2. Formula (9.19) had been found by Legendre.
It seems puzzling that (9.17) should exist in closed form only for n=0,1,2,3.

Knowing a4 for example would allow us to obtain, from (9.16) and (9.9), expressions
for 01, 3 and (i2, 2. This in turn, together with a knowledge of a 5, would make possible a
computation of %,4 and 02, 3 from (9.12), (9.4) and (9.9). Levine et al. [15] and
Gastmans and Troost [7] therefore consider a4 and a5 as "new" constants. This makes
it possible to express more kinds of logarithmic integrals in "closed" form.

Another special case is n 1. Here we find from (9.11) that

(--1)P f01 ( 1 )t logp+12(9.20) al,p= p! logp 1 t Ol’P (p+l)!"
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Note that Nielsen’s remark [20, p. 203] that al,2p can be expressed in terms of log2 and
’(q) (2 _<q =<2p+ 1), is probably incorrect, being a consequence of the incorrect for-
mula (N3).

From (2.7), (9.4) and (9.20), one finds

al,2 E a
j=o (J+ 2)!(J+ 2) 2+2

’ 2j--- 1++..-+ j_l (3)-log 2
j=2

or

(9.21) 1 dt 1 1f0 lg2(1-t) -=-’(3)-lg 2.

Nielsen also gave two relations between al, and a,l. From (5.1) and (2.16), we
obtain for z -,

logJ2 1
(9.22) al’n-’Sn+l-- j! ’an-j+1 n! lgn+12"

j t3

With the help of Lemma (4.1a) and a well-known relation for the binomial coefficients,
(9.22) can be inverted to give

(9.23) an=2 (_ 1)Jlog2
j-0 J!

1ogn2(Sn-j-- al,n-j-1)--(-- 1) (--_’i
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