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Heavy ion collisions at high energy 
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An elementary introduction to the phenomenology of 
ultra relativistic heavy ion collisions will be given. It is 
focussed on the expected features of the quark-gluon-
plasma in terms of thermodynamical behaviour, 
hydrodynamic expansion and of its detectable signa­
tures. Selected data obtained with high energy light 
projectiles (p,a) and lower energy heavy ions will serve as 
a reference for the subsequent review of current 
experiments on high energy collisions. Finally, a look at 
future experiments at CERN and with RHIC will be 
attempted. 
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