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At a special session on 21 March the CERN 
Council appointed J B Adams and  
L Van Hove as Directors General for five 
years beginning 1 January 1976. Dr Adams 
will be responsible for the administration 
of CERN, the operation of equipment and 
services and the construction of buildings 
and major equipment. Professor Van Hove 
will be responsible for the research activities.

When Council approved the construction 
of the 400 GeV super proton synchrotron in 
1971, it set up a second Laboratory.  
The two laboratories were to be unified when 
the accelerator was completed. The SPS is 
due to be commissioned during 1976 and 
Council has decided that the laboratories 
should be unified from January of that 
year when the present DG of Laboratory I, 

Professor W Jentschke, will have completed 
his five year term.

John Adams joined CERN in its earliest 
days and, after leading the team which built 
the 28 GeV proton synchrotron, became 
Director General in 1960 before returning to 
England. He came back to CERN as  
Director of the 300 GeV Accelerator Project 
at the beginning of 1969 and became 
Director General of Laboratory II in 1971. 
Leon Van Hove came to CERN in 1961 as 
Head of the Theoretical Physics Division and 
has since taken a leading role in the scientific 
life of the Organization, twice serving 
as Director of the Theoretical Physics 
Department (in 1966–68 and 1972–74).

 ● Compiled from text on p109.

Directors General appointed

Line up of Directors General at the Council 
Session. On the left is W Jentschke, present 
Director General of CERN Laboratory I. 
Centre and right, respectively, are J B Adams 
and L Van Hove, appointed to lead the 
combined laboratories from 1 January 1976.
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ESO: discovery of a comet
A new comet has been identified by the 
European Southern Observatory (ESO) on 
a photographic plate exposed on 15 October 
last year with the ESO Schmidt telescope 
at La Silla, Chile. This comet has been 
christened WKI from the names of its three 
discoverers [R M West at ESO/CERN in 
January, L Kouhoutek at the Hamburg 
Observatory in February and T Ikemura, an 
amateur astronomer, in March in Shinshiro, 
Japan]. It is the first to be discovered by ESO 
and the first to be found at the Sky Atlas 
Laboratory installed at CERN.

Comets are a kind of contaminated 
snowball, consisting essentially of ice and 
various impurities like minerals. They are of 
special interest because they are probably the 
remains of the outside fringe of the original 
gas-cloud that contracted to form the solar 

system. Comets become visible when they 
pass close to the Sun, which heats them and 
produces a halo of incandescent gas (the 
head) blown by the solar wind (the tail).

 ● Compiled from texts on pp111–112.

First sighting of a new comet by the ESO 
Schmidt telescope in Chile, baptized WKI. 
The plate, taken during the “Quick Blue 
Survey”, was processed in the Sky Atlas 
Laboratory at CERN.

Compiler’s note 
Heads or tails? To the uninformed, ESO’s sighting of a new comet 
on a photographic plate could just as well be the sighting of a new 
micro-organism in a Petri dish. The beauty, and the thrill, is in the eye  
of the beholder!

The April 1975 CERN Courier cover (left) poked fun at the relation 
between ideas and results in high-energy physics. A different view 
featured on p109. Eminent theorist V F “Vicki” Weisskopf, CERN  
Director General from 1961–65, was fond of a Columbus story –  
“The accelerator physicists and engineers are the ones who built  
the boat. The experimental physicists are the ones who set sail and 
discovered America. The theoreticians are the ones who stayed in  
Madrid and predicted the boat would land in India.” 

Pastures new 

Elliptical mirrors of the large Cherenkov 
counter used in association with the Omega 
spectrometer. These mirrors reflect the 
Cherenkov light onto four sets of parabolic 
light collectors (sets are visible above and 
below the white-coated gentleman). The 
counter, which was built at Saclay, has been 
working in the CERN West Hall for two 
years and will also be involved in the first 
experiments with the 400 GeV proton 
synchrotron. Meanwhile, it is the essential 
component of the triggering system in an 
experiment looking for charmed particles.

 ● Compiled from text on p111.
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Gamma Stream series 
A True IoT Platform for Field Gamma Spectroscopy

• Compact, stand-alone, tube base MCA including high voltage power 
supply and preamplifier

• Specialized for NaI(Tl), LaBr3(Ce), and CeBr3 with standard 14-pin 
and 10-8 stages PMTs

• Multiple acquisition modes: PHA, Time stamped list mode, MCS(*), 
SCA(*) and signal inspector

• Gain stabilizer based on calibration with natural or reference radioactivity
• Software Development Kit for custom user application 
• Built-in rechargeable battery (up to 6h of continuous acquisition)
• Data Storage to SSD
• Embedded GPS for data geolocation 
• ARM based CPU for unattended operations
• GammaTOUCH App for Android
• Wireless and wired connectivity via USB, Ethernet, Bluetooth and WiFi

All-in-one HVPS, Preamplifier and Digital 
Multi Channel Analyser Tube Base

Small details… Great differences

 plugged on typical 
NaI detector with 14-pin PMT.

SCAN ME

FOR MORE

Software for Spectroscopy Solutions (Windows® / Android™)
MC2Analyzer GammaTOUCH Windows® is a registered trademark of Microsoft Corporation.

(*) Coming Soon
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Tracking
beauty decays

X-band technology spreads

Computing’s radical future 

Speaking up for the Higgs 
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Welcome to the digital edition of the April 2018 issue of  
CERN Courier.

This month we delve into the curious world of beauty-quark decays, which 
play a powerful role in precision tests of the Standard Model. During the past 
year or two, in addition to results reported by the Belle and BaBar B-factory 
experiments in Japan and the US, the LHCb experiment at CERN has seen 
slight deviations from predictions in the way b mesons decay into different 
types of leptons. If the measurements firm up on collection of further data in 
the coming months and years, they could challenge a tenet of the Standard 
Model called lepton universality. In the parallel world of accelerators, 
high-gradient X-band cavities developed by the CLIC collaboration for 
fundamental physics exploration at the TeV scale are making their way into 
other fields including light sources and medical applications. This month’s 
issue also features a report demanding a paradigm shift in computing to cope 
with the data requirements of high-energy physics into the 2020s, a breakdown 
of the timeline for the upcoming European strategy update, and a call to the 
community to talk positively about the discovery of the Higgs boson.

To sign up to the new-issue alert, please visit:  
cerncourier.com/cws/sign-up. 

To subscribe to the magazine, the e-mail new-issue alert, please visit:  
cerncourier.com/cws/how-to-subscribe.
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