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SAacLAY
Mirabelle is ready to move
Mirabelle, thelarge hydrogen bubble: Firstop. | Useful volume Operated at
chamber built by the Elementary Particle : — -
Physics Department of the CEA, the French 1957 |1 litre (a model known as ME3 in which tracks were first photographed) Saclay
Atomic Energy Commission, isbeing 1959 | 3litre (20 cm long) Saclay
dismantled for removal to Serpukhov's 1959 | 25litre (35 cm long) Saclay
76 GeV accelerator, where experiments 1960 | 701itre (50 cm long) Sacl
with the chamber are due to start from the €{5bcmlong aclay
middleof 1971. 1961 | 70litre (81 cm long) CERN

In 1_966, a Frapcq—Soviet agreement 1962 | 300 cm?®(Model ME5, installed as a target inside a heavy liquid chamb.) Saclay
was signed specifyi ng that alargebubble 1964 | 130 litre (81 cmlong) DESY
chamber would bebuilt at Saclay and :
installed at Serpukhov for collaborative 1964 | 180 litre (81 cmlong) Rutherford
experiments. It gave French physicists the 1966 | 7000 litre (The Mirabelle prototype known as MEG) Saclay
possibility of working with the highest 1969 | 7000 litre (Mirabelle) Saclay/Serpukhov

energy accelerator intheworld while
allowing Soviet scientiststo profit from
Saclay’sconsiderable experienceinthefield
of bubble chamber construction, shownin
thetable.

The agreement laid down that the chamber,
which costs 37 million French francs, would
beoperated at Serpukhov for at least five
years by French staff, while, in return, teams
of French physicists would take part in the
experimentsin mixed teams.

Mirabelleweighs 2000 tonnes, and the
total weight, including all the auxiliary
equipment, is3600 tonnes. Dismantling,
transporting and reassembling sucha
huge assembly isalabour of Herculean
proportionsand will takeayear to complete.
Theequipment will betaken from Paristo
LeHavreby road, fromthereto L eningrad
by boat, and then by train to the experimental
hall at Serpukhov.

OnceMirabelleisoperating, asmall
colony of fifty familiesfrom Saclay will
behoused inthevillage of Protvino, near
Serpukhov. Together with thefamiliesof
scientiststaking part in joint experiments,
there will be a total of almost 250 French
people. Saclay has given particular attention
tothisproblem of “transplantation”.

Thefamilieswill bedistributedin blocks
of flatsinwhichlocal peoplealsolive. An
infants school hasbeen set up, integrated
into alocal Russian schooal, with itsoperating
costs shared between the French Ministry
of Education and the CEA. Two French
teachersareto beemployedinitially. To
makeit easier for the children to become
adapted to their new surroundings, they will
receivelessonsin Russian fromaRussian
teacher.

o Compiledfromtextson pp118-119.

CONFERENCE
European Molecular

Biology Conference

A very successful session of the European
Molecular Biology Conferencewasheld
at CERN on 6-8 April. For the first time
the Conferencewasmeeting “formally”, as
sufficient European governmentshadratified
the agreement setting up the Conferencefor
it to movefrom provisional toformal status.
Beforethe creation of the Conference, the
European Molecular Biology Organization
(EMBO) andindividual scientistshad been
urging that aEuropean L aboratory for
Molecular Biology should be established to
bring together the many disciplinesinvolved
inthe pursuit of molecular biology. Similar
totheway inwhich CERN operates, the

Laboratory isseen asaresearch centre
withlimited “ permanent” scientific staff,
towhich visiting scientistswould cometo
carry out experimentsinamulti-disciplinary
environment with first-class equipment and
thenreturnto their homecountries.

A new detailed proposal concerning the
establishment of such al aboratory was
presented to the Conference and waswarmly
welcomed. It has not yet been examined
by the governmentsbut thereisastrong
convictionin the scientific community that
such aL aboratory isof vital importancefor
thefuture of molecular biology in Europe.
The Conference set up aWorking Group to
pursuethe study of the proposed L aboratory
and to make recommendationsat its session
on 26—27 November 1970.

o Compiled fromtextson pl17.

Compiler’s Note

The EMBO was founded in 1964, with 140 nominated scientists, to set
the highest standards for European research and training in the life
sciences. Today the 1500 or so members, elected annually on scientific
merit, include 57 Nobel laureates.

In 1969, EMBO formed its conference as the organization’s
intergovernmental funding body and fulfilled its second founding
mandate in 1974 when the European Molecular Biology Laboratory
(EMBL) was established in Heidelberg, Germany. At present, the
laboratory is supported by 20 European countries, plus Australia as an
associate member. It now operates from five sites: the main laboratory in
Heidelberg and outstations for bioinformatics in Hinxton (UK), structural

biology in Grenoble (France) and Hamburg (Germany), and mouse biology in Monterotondo (ltaly).
While the Saclay/Serpukhov collaboration was getting underway, a second CERN/Serpukhov

experiment was being prepared at the 76 GeV proton synchrotron. The Antonov 22 cargo plane (see

cover thumbnail) that transported some of the equipment to Moscow attracted a great deal of attention

at Geneva airportin early April.
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