
CERN News The delegation of physicists from China 
photographed during their visit to CERN. 

1. During a lecture on the ISR. Professor Chang 
Wen-Yu, Deputy Director of the Institute of 
Atomic Energy at the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences in Peking, who led the delegation can 
be seen in the middle of the front row. 

2. At the Split Field Magnet. L. Resegotti is 
describing the magnet system installed at 
intersection region 1-4 of the Intersecting 
Storage Rings. 

A visit from China 
A delegat ion of scientists f rom the 
People's Republ ic of China, inc lud ing 
twe lve specialists in part icle physics, 
v is i ted the CERN Laboratories f rom 
26 J u n e to 3 Ju ly . The Group was led 
by Professor Chang W e n - Y u , Deputy 
Director of the Inst i tute of A tom ic 
Energy at the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences in Peking. He was no st ran­
ger to CERN since he at tended the 
Internat ional Conference on H igh 
Energy Physics in 1958. 

The scientists were we l comed by 
members of the CERN Directorate and 
embarked on an intensive e ight day 
tour dur ing w h i c h they s h o w e d a keen 
interest in the var ious large instal la­
t ions and discussed at length w i t h the 
leaders of the physics teams and w i t h 
the machine designers. They heard 
a series of lectures on the CERN 
accelerators and anci l lary equ ipment . 

Before coming to CERN, the Ch i ­
nese delegat ion had vis i ted several 
research centres in Amer ica inc lud ing 
Brookhaven, Batavia and Stanford. 
The reason for this tour was to gather 
in format ion on the particle physics 
Laboratories w i t h a v iew to discussing 
a s imi larXaboratory in China. A cosmic 
ray Observatory has already been bui l t 
near Kun M i n g (Yun Nan prov ince) . 

A t the farewel l party held in honour 
of the Chinese visitors, the possibi l i ty 
of closer co-operat ion be tween Euro­
pean and Chinese research workers 
in part icle physics was discussed. 
Th roughou t the visit there was a very 
open and f ru i t fu l exchange of v iews. 

Books on CERN 
Mrs. Margaret G o w i n g , Professor of 
the History of Science at Oxford U n i ­
versity, is preparing the g r o u n d w o r k 
for a book on the history of CERN. She 
has already talked w i t h a number of 
those w h o were party to the set t ing up 

the Organizat ion in the early 1950s. 
To provide a direct l ink w i t h the 

evo lu t ion of CERN, f rom its beg in ­
nings and th rough the various stages 
of its development , L. Kowarski , for­
mer CERN Director w h o retired in 
1972, is serving as consul tant to the 
author. Amongs t other th ings he w i l l 
help w i t h the preparation of a f i le on 
the 'prehistory ' of CERN and w i t h the 
chapter on the implementat ion of the 
scient i f ic programme. 

Mrs. G o w i n g is w e l l - k n o w n for her 
history of nuclear energy in Great Br i ­
ta in, a publ icat ion running to several 
vo lumes the last t w o of w h i c h are due 
to appear on the bookstal ls short ly. 

Ano ther book on CERN's activi t ies 
is also being prepared. It w i l l describe 
the SPS project w h i c h began in 1971 
and w i l l con t inue th rough unt i l 1979. 

Maur ice Goldsmi th is compi l ing 
this book and is making regular visits 
to the site to gather in format ion as the 
project progresses. Mr. Goldsmi th is 
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the Director of the Science Pol icy 
Foundat ion in London. 

Storm hits CERN 
Late in the af ternoon of 12 June a 
freak storm hit the Geneva region and 
caused serious f l ood ing . A c loudburst 
fasting an abnormal ly long t ime (over 
an hour) swep t d o w n on the CERN 
Laboratories and left f l ood damage 
amoun t ing to mi l l ions of Swiss francs 
in its wake . 

Preceded by a v io lent w i n d of 
nearly 50 miles an hour, the storm 
began w i t h hail w h i c h fel l for f i f teen 
minutes. The effect of this comb ina ­
t ion was to choke the drains w i t h 
hai lstones and leaves so that they 
were no longer able to cope w i t h the 
subsequent torrent of rain. Hardly a 
bu i ld ing or instal lat ion, surface or 
underground, w e n t unscathed but 
three areas in particular were hit very 
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