
A toast to CERN 

Alexis C. Pappas — 'let the neutron-rich 
gather on one side of the valley and the 
neutron-poor on the other side'. 

(Photo Hans Chr. Erlandsen) 

Ret i r ing CERN Counci l De lega te 
A lex i s C. Pappas o f t he Un ive rs i t y 
o f Os lo w a s in spa rk l i ng f o r m f o r 
his adieu s p e e c h : 

F r o m t i m e s i m m e m o r i a l ex i s t ed 
t he va l ley o f Nuclear S tab i l i t y . But 
in t he beg inn ing d a r k n e s s w a s 
u p o n the face o f t he d e e p . A n d 
nuclei w e r e rush ing m a d l y o v e r 
Me s l opes o f t he va l ley . 

T h e n it w a s s a i d : 

'Le t t he rad ioac t i ve nucle i be d i ­
v i d e d in to neu t ron - r i ch and n e u ­
t r o n - p o o r . Let t he neu t ron - r i ch 
ga the r o n one s ide o f t he va l ley 
and t he n e u t r o n - p o o r o n t h e o p p o ­
s i te s i de . ' 

T h e n a c o m m a n d : 

'P rov ide a d iv id ing l ine b e t w e e n 
t he neu t ron - r i ch and t h e n e u t r o n -
p o o r . ' T h u s all s tab le nucle i t u r n e d 
up a long t he b o t t o m o f t he va l ley 
o f nuclear s tab i l i t y . 

A n d it w a s g o o d . 

M a n y years later t h e sc ien t i s t s 
>\/ere c o m m a n d e d : 

'Bui ld e q u i p m e n t , d e v e l o p m e t h o d s 
and inves t iga te t he va l ley o f n u ­
clear s tab i l i t y . ' 

A n d it w a s d o n e . 

A n d sc ien t i s t s w e r e rush ing up 
t he va l ley o f nuclear s tab i l i t y i nves ­
t i ga t i ng all s tab le nuc le i . W h e n th i s 
w a s d o n e , t hey s t a r t e d t o c l imb 
t h e s l opes o f t he va l ley , bu t t h e y 
d id n o t reach h igh up . 

T h e n it w a s s a i d : 

'Bu i ld acce le ra to rs a n d d e v e l o p 
n e w techn iques , th i s in o rde r t o 
a t ta in t he t o p o f t he s l o p e s . ' 

A n d it w a s d o n e . 

Sc ien t i s t s c l imbed h igher and 
higher w i t h o u t fa l l ing d o w n . But 

s o m e heard t he v o i c e : ' L o o k at t he 
heavens . ' 

T h e y s o d i d , and f o u n d c o s m i c 
rays . 

O thers w e r e anx ious t o l ook f o r 
t he en t rance t o the va l ley. 

T h e y a s k e d : 

' W h e r e is t h e en t rance? ' T h e n 
s o m e f a r s i gh ted m e n w i t h o p e n 
m i n d s heard a w h i s p e r i n g v o i c e : 
'S ince t i m e i m m e m o r i a l t he s i te o f 
M e y r i n in t h e land of t he S w i s s 
has been e m p t y and da rk . ' 
A n d , by l i s ten ing ve ry carefu l ly 
t h e y w e r e able t o hear : 
'Bu t u n k n o w n t o m a n k i n d t he k e y s 
t o t he sec re t s o f na ture are bur ied 
deep u n d e r g r o u n d , no t access ib le 
t o m a n . ' 

A n d t hese f a r s i gh ted m e n s a i d : 

' W e w i l l c rea te a cen t re f o r nuclear 
research . Th i s shal l b e c o m e a t e m ­

ple o f sc i ence , n o t on l y f o r Europe , 
bu t f o r t he w o r l d as a w h o l e . ' 

A n d t h e y c o n t i n u e d : 

' Le t us bu i ld CERN. ' A n d sc ien t i s t s 
and eng ineers f r o m all ove r Europe 
f o l l o w e d t h e cal l . T h e roads t o 
Geneva b e c a m e c r o w d e d . A n d 
t h e s e se t t l e rs s t a r t e d t o ga ther at 
t he S i te o f M e y r i n . T h e y bui l t acce l ­
e r a t o r s : t he SC and t he PS. T h e y 
bui l t ISOLDE and reached s o m e o f 
t h e p e a k s a b o v e t he va l ley . T h e y 
a lso co l l i ded in t he ISR. 

A n d all w a s w e l l . 

But s u d d e n l y a n e w c o m m a n d 
w a s h e a r d : 

'Go d e e p u n d e r g r o u n d ! ' A n d it 
c a m e t o pass t h a t t he SPS w a s 
bui l t . A n d t he sc i en t i s t s , l ike bees 
in a h i ve , c o n t i n u e d t o se rve the i r 
queen acce le ra to r . 
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