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1 INTRODUCTION

Particle physics studies the fundamental constituents of nature and describes their properties
and interactions. The Standard Model (SM) developed in the 1960s is the precisest description
of the microcosm. It is able to describe nearly all observations in previous and current
experiments. Matter is build up in the SM by half-integer spin particles, so called fermions
interacting with each other by exchanging integer spin particles, so called bosons. Three
out of the four fundamental interactions are included in the SM. The electromagnetic, weak
and strong interaction are described with relativistic quantum field theories, while gravity is
excluded. Gravity is at energy scales considered in particle physics today negligible compared
to the remaining interactions.
The SM was able to describe precisely all known particles at the time of its formulation and
predicted several new experimentally undiscovered particles. All of these particles have been
discovered in measurement until today, such as the electroweak bosons, the top quark, the
ντ -neutrino and a Higgs boson discovered between 1983 and 2012 [1–9]. Out of them the
Higgs boson was the last discovered particle observed at CERN near Geneva in 2012. CERN
was founded in 1949 as the European council for nuclear research (Conseil Européen pour la
Recherche Nucléaire) and has evolved to the largest laboratory for particle physics on earth.
The Large Hadron Collider (LHC) [10] based at CERN is designed to collide protons with an
center-of-mass energy up to 14 TeV. Two independent analyses were performed on the two
data sets of the multipurpose detectors ATLAS [11] and CMS [12] recorded in the years 2011
and 2012 at a center-of-mass energy of 7 and 8 TeV. Both analyses observed an Higgs boson
with an significance of 5.9σ and 5.0σ for the ATLAS and CMS experiments [8, 9]. With these
measurements the Higgs boson introduced in the SM by the Englert-Brout-Higgs-Guralnik-
Hagen-Kibble mechanism, which describes the mass terms for fermions and electroweak
bosons [13–18], was discovered nearly fifty years after its prediction. A combined analysis
measured the Higgs boson mass mH, which is a unknown parameter in the SM, to mH =
(125.09 ± 0.21(stat.) ± 0.11(sys.)) GeV [19]. Several subsequent analyses as measuring the
coupling strength in different production and decay modes [20] or the spin of the Higgs boson
[21, 22] have confirmed that the Higgs boson behaves SM-like within current uncertainties.
Peter Higgs and Francois Englert were honored with the Nobel Prize for the formulation of
the underlying mechanism of Higgs boson, after it was observed at CERN.
Observations such as dark matter [23–25] have shown the limitations of the SM, while at
the same time no deviations from the SM predictions are observed in the measurements at
the LHC. To improve the search for new particles and to close in on beyond the SM models
(BSM), it is important to measure the SM processes and parameters as precisely as possible.
In the years 2015 to 2018 new data sets were recorded by the experiments at the LHC
with a higher center-of-mass energy of 13 TeV and a combined integrated luminosity of
139 fb−1. The increased data statistics and the higher center-of-mass energy leads to a higher
amount of observed Higgs bosons in the data set. This increases in particular the precision
of measurements limited by statistical uncertainties, as the analysis of the H → ττ decay
channel, which was able to measure an evidence of the process with 4.5σ at the ATLAS
experiment with the previous data set [26], but missed the observations requiring >5σ .



New analysis techniques as the Simplified Template Cross Sections (STXS) [27], which
measures cross sections of exclusive regions of phase space of the Higgs boson production,
can be used to explore the Higgs boson sector with finer granularity. This reduces the
dependence on theoretical predictions of the signal compared to more inclusive measurements.
The STXS framework allows to combine analyses of different decay channels and between
the two experiments ATLAS and CMS. In this way, the full information of the recorded data
can be used for combined measurements of Higgs boson production cross sections with fine
granularity. The measured cross sections can be used to probe BSM models or to find hints for
new physics using methods as the effective field theory of the SM (SMEFT), which extends
the SM by including operator of higher mass dimensions.
The highest sensitivity to measure the Yukawa coupling of the Higgs boson at the LHC is
given in the H → ττ decay mode. The properties of the decay mode provide a high sensitivity
to the Higgs boson production via vector boson fusion (V BF) and to Higgs boson production
with high transverse momentum. These properties make the H → ττ decay channel an
important decay mode for analyses based on the data set recorded between 2015 and 2018.
In Chapter 2 an introduction to the SM focusing on the Englert-Brout-Higgs-Guralnik-
Hagen-Kibble mechanism, the Higgs boson and SMEFT is given. An overview of current
and previous measurements of the Higgs boson is given in Chapter 3, while Chapter 4
describes the ATLAS experiment, the used data sets and simulated events. In Chapter 5
the reconstruction and identification methods of physics objects used in the measurements
are discussed, followed by the description of all relevant physics processes for this thesis in
Chapter 6. Chapter 7 describes the experimental methods used in the analyses as the STXS
framework and likelihood models.
The thesis focuses on cross section measurements in the H → ττ decay channel performed
with data recorded between 2015 and 2018 by the ATLAS experiment , especially based
on the STXS framework. Two different analyses are performed on this data set. The first
analysis uses the data from 2015 to 2016 and is described in Chapter 9. It focuses on
the discovery of the H → ττ decay mode with the ATLAS experiment, while the second
analysis described in Chapter 10 uses the full data set and is optimized for the measurement
within the STXS framework. The H → ττ analyses rely on the τh-trigger of the ATLAS
detector to collected events of interest. The application of trigger requirements in data and
simulated events can lead to difference between data and simulated events. These deviations
are corrected in simulation by applying so called scale factors, which are measured in an
auxiliary measurement based on a tag-and-probe analysis with tt → τµτh events summarized
in Chapter 8. The H → ττ measurements are combined with analyses of other decay modes.
These combinations are discussed in Chapter 11 focusing on STXS measurements and their
interpretations within the SMEFT framework. Finally, the H → ττ analysis based on the 2015
to 2018 data set is extrapolated in Chapter 12 to the expected data set of the high luminosity
LHC (HL-LHC) corresponding to a integrated luminosity of 3000 fb−1. This extrapolation
provides an estimation of the possible sensitivity with the full data set recorded by the ATLAS
detector, but also allows to study future limitations of the analysis. These studies help to
develop new strategies to improve the analysis based on the upcoming data sets.
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Personal contributions All analyses presented in this theses are performed within the
ATLAS collaboration and based on a joint effort of about 3000 members. The two H → ττ

analyses described in Chapters 9 and 10 are published in Reference [26] and [28], while the
τ-trigger analysis presented in Chapter 8 has not been published until now. The combined
Higgs boson cross section measurements described in Chapter 11 are published in References
[29–31]. The extrapolation of the H → ττ measurement described in Chapter 12 will be
published by ATLAS in 2022. The following list summarizes the personal contributions to
the individual analyses by the author of the thesis:

• τ-trigger tag-and-probe analysis based on the tt → τµτh events (Chapter 8)

– Development and validation of complete analysis strategy and infrastructure

– Preparation of simulated events and data

– Development of event selection, signal region optimization, background estima-
tion, derivation and treatment of systematic uncertainties

– Estimation of efficiencies and scale factors

– Preparation of the analysis and support for the combination with the tag-and-probe
analysis based on Z → τµτh events

• H → ττ analysis based on the 2015-2016 data set (Chapter 9)

– Development of a data-driven method to estimate the misidentified τ background
in the τlτh final state and the related systematic uncertainties

– Implementation of the STXS framework, adjustment of theoretical uncertainties
on the signal prediction for the STXS measurement and development of the fitting
strategy and model

– Evaluation of fit results and fit stability studies

• H → ττ analysis based on the 2015-2018 data set (Chapter 10)

– Optimization studies for the event selection compared to the 2015-2016 analysis
toward better STXS measurements

– Fit studies to estimate the BDT score cuts in the event selection

– Implementation, development and validation of fitting strategies, including PoIs,
NFs and NPs

– Development and validation of correction methods for systematic uncertainties as
pruning, symmetrization and smoothing

– Determination and validation of all cross section measurements and post-fit values
for NFs and NPs

• Combined Higgs boson measurements (Section 11)

– Implementation of modification in the likelihood function of the H → ττ decay
channel to prepare and harmonize it for the combination
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– Integration of the H → ττ decay channel in the combined model

– Validation studies of modified likelihood models and consistency checks

• H → ττ extrapolation analysis (Section 12)

– Development of complete analysis strategy and technical infrastructure

– Implementation of extrapolation for nominal prediction

– Implementation of extrapolation for systematic uncertainties and their optimiza-
tion for the H → ττ decay channel

– Estimation and validation of results including PoIs, NFs and NPs
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2 THE STANDARD MODEL

This chapter describes the underlying theoretical background of this thesis. First the general
concepts of the Standard Model (SM) [32–34], the elementary particles and their interactions
are introduced. In addition, the description of masses of the elementary particles by the
Englert-Brout-Higgs-Guralnik-Hagen-Kibble mechanism (BEGGHK mechanism) [13–18] is
explained.
The SM of particle physics was developed in the 1960s and 1970s and consists of renor-
malizable quantum field theory (QFT). Internal symmetries of a unitary group ensure that
the QFT of the SM is invariant under local gauge transformations. The model describes all
known particles and their fundamental interactions at its formulation, but also has successfully
predicted several new particles discovered in following experiments. For example the weak
and strong gauge bosons as well as the top quark were discovered after their prediction
in different experimental measurements between 1983 and 1995 [1–6]. The SM gives a
theoretical description of three out of the four known fundamental interactions. Gravity is
the only interaction not included in the SM, though it is most probably negligible at the
energy of current collider experiments. As a consequence of the preservation of the local
gauge invariance, interactions take place via the exchange of gauge bosons in the SM. These
gauge fields result in the existence of spin-1 gauge bosons. The matter surrounding us is
formed by quantization of half-integer spin fermion fields. Spontaneous symmetry breaking
is introduced to allow massive fermions and electroweak gauge bosons in the model. This
principle predicts the additional existence of a spin-0 boson, the so-called Higgs boson, which
was discovered experimentally at the LHC in 2012 [8, 9]. The following sections give a more
detailed introduction into the elementary particles, their interactions and the mass generation
of the SM based on [32–34] and other explicitly specified references.

2.1 Elementary particles

The elementary particles and their properties are visualized in Figure 2.1. They are grouped
into fermions and bosons. Fermions have half-integer spin, while bosons carry integer spin.
Fermions are split into color charged quarks (u,d), (c,s) and (t,b) and into colorless leptons
(νe,e), (νµ ,µ) and (ντ ,τ), which are organized in three families or generations. The matter
surrounding us consists of the up quark, down quark and the electron, which together with the
electron-neutrino build the first generation. The second and third generations are copies of
the first with an increased mass and a different flavor quantum number. All other quantum
numbers of the higher generations are equal to the ones of the corresponding particle of the
first generation. Particles of higher families only appear in collider experiments, in cosmic
rays or in the early universes with temperatures far above the particle masses. Every family
consists of one lepton with electric charge q=-1, one uncharged neutrino with the same flavor,
one up-type quark with an electric charge of q = 2/3 and one down-type quark with an electric
charge of q =−1/3. Every elementary particle has a corresponding anti-particle, which has an
opposite charge while the spin, mass, lifetime and strength of interaction are equal.
The strong, the weak and the electromagnetic interaction are described by renormalizable
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Figure 2.1: Elementary particles and their properties in the Standard Model [35].

gauge field theories in the SM resulting in gauge bosons with spin s = 1. The massless
photon is the exchange particle of the electromagnetic interaction, which was the first well
understood interaction. It couples to the electromagnetic charge of a particle, so that all
fermions except for the neutrinos participate in it. Quantum chromodynamics (QCD) [36–38]
describes the strong interaction and is transmitted by gluons. The weak interaction has three
exchange particles the charged W± bosons and the neutral Z0 boson and acts on all fermions.
The exchange particles of the weak interaction are massive in contrast to the other exchange
particle resulting in a short distance of the weak interaction. The W± bosons couples only
to left-handed particles and right-handed anti-particles, while the Z0 boson couples to all
fermions.
The masses of fermions and weak gauge bosons are explained by spontaneous symmetry
breaking the only spin-0 field, the so called Higgs field, with the associated Higgs boson.

2.2 Interactions in the Standard Model and gauge invariance

Interaction are described by local gauge symmetries in the SM. The Lagrangian density is
required to be invariant under a group of global and local transformations. These symmetries
constrain the underlying Lagrangian and contribute to the construction of the theories.
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2.2 Interactions in the Standard Model and gauge invariance

2.2.1 Quantum Electrodynamics

The theory of quantum electrodynamics (QED) [39–41] based on an underlying U(1)Q

symmetry with the electric charge Q, describes the electromagnetic interaction within the SM.
The photon is the exchange particle of this relativistic quantum field theory and couples to Q.
The Lagrangian density L of a free fermion with the mass m f is given by:

L = iΨ̄γµ∂
µ

Ψ− Ψ̄m f Ψ, (2.1)

where Ψ is the Dirac spinor, γµ the Dirac matrices and ∂µ = ∂

∂xµ the partial derivative [34].
Applying the Euler-Lagrange equation leads to an equation of motion, which is called Dirac
equation: (

iγµ
∂µ −m f

)
Ψ = 0. (2.2)

The fermion fields transform under the U(1)Q symmetry according to

Ψ 7→ e−iQα(x)
Ψ, (2.3)

with the local phase α(x). Considering the space-time dependence of the local phase in
equation 2.1 a new term enters the Lagrangian and breaks the gauge invariance:

∂µΨ 7→ ∂µ

(
e−iQα(x)

Ψ

)
= e−iQα(x)

∂µΨ− iQe−iQα(x)
∂µα(x)Ψ. (2.4)

An additional interaction between the fermion field and a new vector field Aµ , with Aµ 7→
Aµ + 1/e ∂µα(x), has to be introduced to restore the local phase invariance and corresponds to
the replacement of the derivatives by a covariant derivative:

∂µ 7→ Dµ = ∂µ + iqAµ , (2.5)

with the coupling strength q. q is expressed in units of the elementary electric charge and can
be identified with the physical photon γ . This leads to the QED Lagrangian density:

LQED = Ψ̄
(
iγµ
(
∂µ − iqAµ

)
−m f

)
Ψ− 1

4
FµνFµν , (2.6)

with the field strength tensor Fµν . Since the introduction of any mass term for the photon of
the form (−1

2 m2AµAµ ) to the equation would violate the gauge invariance, the QED requires
a massless gauge boson. This is in agreement with the measured upper limit of the photon
mass of µγ < 3 ·10−27 eV [42].

2.2.2 Quantum Chromodynamics

The strong interaction of quarks and gluons, which couples to the color charge, is described
by QCD and based on a SU(3)C symmetry group. Measurements have shown that quarks
appear in three different color states (red, blue, green), or the corresponding anti-color for

7



2.2 Interactions in the Standard Model and gauge invariance

anti-quarks [43]. The four component Dirac spinor of the quark field Ψ(x) is replaced by a
vector of three spinors:

Ψ = (Ψred(x),Ψblue(x),Ψgreen(x)). (2.7)

The local SU(3)C transformation of a free quark field Ψ(x) is given by:

Ψ(x) 7→ exp

(
i
gs

2

8

∑
a=1

λaβa(x)

)
Ψ(x), (2.8)

with the eight-component gauge function ~β (x), the eight Gell-Man matrices λa and the
coupling strength gs [44]. Gluons interact with themselves in contrast to photons and the
SU(3)C structure is non-abelian. To preserve local gauge invariance eight gauge fields Gµ

a are
defined. These fields transform under the SU(3)C as:

Gµ
a 7→ Gµ

a +
1
gs

∂
µ

βa(x)+ fabcβb(x)Gµ
c , (2.9)

where fabc refers to the structure constants of the SU(3)c. Similar to the QED a covariant
derivative

Dµ = ∂
µ + igs

8

∑
a=1

λa

2
Gµ

a (2.10)

is introduced with the gluon field-strength tensor

Gµν
a = ∂

µGν
a −∂

νGµ
a −gs fabcGν

b Gµ
c . (2.11)

The Lagrangian density of the QCD for a specific quark flavor with the mass mq is then given
by:

L = Ψ̄
(
iγµDµ −mq

)
Ψ− 1

4

8

∑
a=1

Ga,µνGµν
a . (2.12)

A finite interaction range for the QCD is introduced by the self-interaction of the gluons,
described in the last term the equation 2.11. Equation 2.12 shows that quarks with the same
flavor but different color have the same masses. In agreement with experimental observation
the gluon has to be massless to ensure gauge invariance. The running of the strong coupling
strength results in an increase of the strong force at lower energy scales. Therefore, the force
becomes weak at very short distances and the gluons act as free particles. This behavior is
called asymptotic freedom [37, 38]. On the other hand, a higher spatial separation between
the color-charged particles increases the interaction potential and is called confinement. Due
to the confinement, quarks do not occur as free particles, instead they are bound into hadrons.
Hadrons consisting of a quark and anti-quark pair are called mesons, while hadrons consisting
of three (anti-)quarks are called baryons. The LHCb experiment has recently announced
the observation of additional bound states with four and five quarks, which correspond to
tetraquarks and pentaquarks [45, 46].

8



2.2 Interactions in the Standard Model and gauge invariance

2.2.3 Electroweak Unification

Weak interaction with and without a flavor transition for quarks are observed, caused by
the weak neutral exchange particle Z0 and the charged exchange particles W± bosons. All
three carriers have a mass, with mW± = 80.4 GeV and mZ0 = 91.2 GeV [47]. Measurements
have observed that the weak carriers W± boson couple only to left-handed particles and
right-handed anti-particles and thus violate parity transformation (P) and charge conjugation
(C) maximally [48, 49]. This behavior inspired Glashow, Salam and Weinberg to formulate
a theory of the electroweak interaction [50–52], which is able to describe the weak and
the electromagnetic force by using a SU(2)IW×U(I)Y group, with the hypercharge Y and
the isospin IW . The relation between the electric charge Q, the hypercharge and the third
component of the weak isospin I3

W is given by the Gell-Mann-Nishihima relation [53, 54]:

Q = I3
W +Y/2. (2.13)

Fermions in right-handed states correspond to SU(2)IW singlets with IW = 0 and left-handed
fermions are assigned to SU(2)IW doublets with IW = 1/2 and I3

W =±1/2. Figure 2.2 shows an
overview of fermions which are included in the SM together with their quantum numbers.
Even though current measurements of neutrino oscillations have indicated that at least two
neutrinos have a non-zero mass [55–57], this thesis will assume massless neutrinos. Therefore,
only left-handed neutrinos are included in Figure 2.2 since a right-handed massless neutrino
will not interact within the SM. The Cabbibo-Kobayashi-Maskawa (CKM) matrix describes
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Figure 2.2: Fermions that interact within the SM and their quantum numbers [34].
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2.2 Interactions in the Standard Model and gauge invariance

the flavor eigenstates (d’,s’,b’) with I3 =−1/2 [58, 59]: d′

s′

b′

=

 Vud Vus Vub
Vcd Vcs Vcb
Vtd Vts Vtb

 d
s
b

 . (2.14)

These flavor eigenstates are a mixture of their mass eigenstates (d,s,b). |Vi j|2 gives the
probability for a quark flavor transition from i to j by the exchange of a W± boson. Next to C
and P is the invariance under the combination of charge conjugation and parity transformation
(CP) broken by the complex phase of the CKM matrix [60]. A left-handed isospin doublet
transform under the SU(2)IW with:

ΨL(x) 7→ exp

(
i
g
2

3

∑
a=1

τaαa(x)

)
ΨL(x), (2.15)

where αa(x) are the local phases, τa the (2x2) Pauli matrices as the generators of the SU(2)IW
group and g the coupling strength. Under the U(1)Y symmetry the transformation of a
left-handed isospin doublet (L) and a right-handed singlet (R) is given by:

ΨL(x) 7→ exp
(

i
g′

2
Y β (x)

)
ΨL(x) and ΨR(x) 7→ exp

(
i
g′

2
Y β (x)

)
ΨR(x), (2.16)

with the local phase β (x), the hypercharge Y and the coupling strength g′. To restore the local
gauge invariance three vector fields W µ

a with a= (1,2,3) for SU(2)IW and one gauge field B for
U(1)Y are introduced. The covariant derivatives are defined as:

Dµ

L = ∂
µ + i

g
2

3

∑
a=1

τaW µ
a + i

g′

2
Y Bµ and Dµ

R = ∂
µ + i

g′

2
Y Bµ (2.17)

and the electroweak Lagrangian density is given by:

L = Ψ̄L
(
iγµDµ

L

)
ΨL + Ψ̄R

(
iγµDµ

R

)
ΨR −

1
4

3

∑
a=1

Wa,µνW µν
a − 1

4
Ba,µνBµν

a . (2.18)

The field strength tensors are defined as:

W µν
a = ∂

µW ν
a −∂

νW µ
a −gεabcW

µ

b W ν
c and Bµν = ∂

µBν −∂
νBµ , (2.19)

with the structure constant εabc of the non-abelian SU(2)IW group. By introducing the weak
mixing angle:

cos(ΘW ) =
g√

g2 +g′2
(2.20)

the physical photon field Aµ and the physical boson field Zµ can be constructed as linear
combinations of the neutral SU(2)IW×U(1)Y gauge fields:(

Zµ

Aµ

)
=

(
cos(ΘW ) −sin(ΘW )
sin(ΘW ) cos(ΘW )

)(
W µ

3
Bµ

)
(2.21)

10



2.3 Mass generation and Higgs mechanism

and the charge eigenstates for the W± are given by:

W±
µ =

√
1/2
(
W 1

µ ∓ iW 2
µ

)
. (2.22)

Since a mass terms for electroweak gauge bosons in equation 2.18 would violate the gauge
invariance, the electroweak theory requires massless fermions and massless electroweak gauge
bosons. This is in contrast to experimental observation, which confirms massive electroweak
gauge bosons and fermions [47]. To include this observation into the theory, the BEGGHK
mechanism is used, which introduces an additional scalar field in the context of spontaneous
symmetry breaking described in the next Section 2.3.

2.3 Mass generation and Higgs mechanism

The BEGGHK mechanism developed in the 1960s in References [13–18] explains how
massive fermions and massive weak gauge bosons can be described in the SM. The method
introduces mass terms by spontaneous symmetry breaking. This ensures the invariance of field
theories under local gauge transformations. Hence, the SM does not break the electroweak
symmetry explicitly, instead it breaks the symmetry spontaneously via the vacuum state of
a doublet of complex scalar fields with four degrees of freedom in the Lagrangian. This
so-called Higgs field is defined with the hypercharge Y = 1 and the isospin IW = 1/2 by [44]:

Φ =

(
Φ+

Φ−

)
=

(
Φ1 + iΦ2
Φ3 + iΦ4

)
. (2.23)

Using the covariant derivative in equation 2.17 a Lagrangian density for the Higgs field can
be constructed, which is invariant under the SU(2)IW ×U(1)Y group:

LHiggs =
(
DµΦ

)†
(Dµ

Φ)−V (Φ) with (2.24)

V (Φ) = µ
2
Φ

†
Φ+λ

(
Φ

†
Φ
)2
, λ > 0 and (2.25)

DµΦ =

(
∂µ −

1
2

ig~σ~W − 1
2

ig′V Bµ

)
Φ, (2.26)

where the Higgs potential V (Φ) is the most general potential, that is invariant under the
local SU(2)IW ×U(1)Y transformation and provides renormalizability. The minimum of V (Φ)
corresponds to a ground state of Φ0 = 0 for µ2 > 0, while µ2 < 0 results in a degenerated set
of non-zero ground states:

Φ
†
0Φ0 =

−µ2

2λ
=

ν2

2
, (2.27)

with ν =
√

−µ2/λ defined as the vacuum expectation value of the Higgs field. A simplified
model with two instead of four degrees of freedom of the Higgs potential is shown in Figure
2.3. The figure illustrates that at any fixed point in the potential minimum, no rotation
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2.3 Mass generation and Higgs mechanism

symmetry is given and the choice of one of these infinite points refers to a spontaneous
symmetry breaking. Choosing the non-vanishing ground state

Φ0(x) =
√

1/2

(
0
ν

)
, Y = 1, I3 =−1/2 (2.28)

breaks spontaneously the symmetry of SU(2)IW ×U(1)Y to a U(1)Y symmetry, while the choice
of Φ1 = Φ2 = Φ4 = 0 preserves the U(1)Q symmetry resulting in massless photons. The

V(Φ)

Φ1

Φ2

√2
ν

Figure 2.3: Simplified scalar potential in the SM with two degrees of freedom.

measurement of the electroweak fermi constant GF [47] determines the vacuum expectation
value to

ν =
(√

2GF

)−1/2

≈ 246 GeV. (2.29)

The Higgs field Φ can be parameterized around ν by:

Φ0(x) =
√

1/2 exp

(
i

3

∑
a=1

τaGa(x)
ν

)(
0

ν +H(x)

)
. (2.30)

This introduces three fields Ga(x)(a=1,2,3) which refer to Nambu-Goldstone bosons [61–
63] and a fourth field H(x). The Nambu-Goldstone bosons are massless, scalar and can
be eliminated by the unitary gauge transformation of Φ0(x) 7→ exp

(
−i∑

3
a=1 τaGa(x)/ν

)
Φ0(x).

H(x) is a massive excitation from the ground state and corresponds to the Higgs boson.
Therefore, the Lagrangian density after the electroweak symmetry breaking is given by [33]:

LHiggs =
1
2

(
∂µH

)
(∂ µH)−λν2H2 −λνH3 − 1

4 λH4

+1
2

(1
2 νg
)2

W µ,+W−
µ + 1

2

(
νg

2cos(ΘW )

)2
ZµZµ

+g
(

νg
2

)
HW µ,+W−

µ +g νg
4cos2(ΘW )

HZµZµ

+g2

4 H2W µ,+W−
µ + g2

4cos(ΘW )H
2ZµZµ + const.

. (2.31)
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This equation leads to a relation between the different weak gauge boson masses:

MW± = ν
g
2

and MZ0 = ν

√
g′2 +g2

2
=

M±
W

cos(ΘW )
. (2.32)

The weak mixing angle ΘW describes the relation of the masses between the charged weak
gauge bosons and the neutral weak gauge boson. In addition, a new scalar particle with
mass MH = ν

√
2λ is introduced. Equation 2.31 contains self-interaction terms of the Higgs

boson H(x) as well as interaction terms between H(x) and the electroweak bosons. The
self-coupling of the Higgs field is described by the cubic (H3) and quartic (H4) terms. The
interaction strength of the Higgs field to the vector field HVV is proportional to M2

V/ν and the
one to H2VV proportional to M2

V/ν2, with V∈
{

W±,Z0
}

. The defined relation between the
coupling strength and the gauge boson masses can be experimentally verified.
To describe the fermion masses an additional term is introduced in L , which is invariant
under the SU(2)L,IW ×U(1)Y transformation. This so-called Yukawa term corresponds to
the interaction between the Higgs-doublet, left-handed fermion SU(2)IW -doublets and right-
handed fermion singlets resulting in a mass for electrons, while neutrinos remain massless.
The Yukawa term is given by:

L lep
Yuk =−ge (ν̄e, ē)L ΦeR +h.c., (2.33)

with h.c. referring to the hermitian conjugate term. An additional charge conjugated Higgs
doublet is defined to also enable interaction with I3

W = 1/2 quarks:

ΦC(x) =
√

1/2

(
ν +H(x)

0

)
, (2.34)

and the Lagrangian density for the first generation is given by:

L quark
Yuk =−gd

(
ū, d̄
)

L ΦdR +gu
(
ū, d̄
)

L ΦuR +h.c.. (2.35)

The interaction of higher generations can be described in the same way and the Lagrangian
density of the fermion Higgs interaction is given by:

LYuk =−M f f̄ f
(

1+
H
ν

)
, (2.36)

with the mass of the participating fermion M f = νg f/
√

2, which is proportional to the coupling
constant g f . This leads to the final Lagrangian of the SM:

L = LHiggs +LEW +LQCD +LYuk. (2.37)

Therefore, the mass of the Higgs boson remains unknown, while the coupling strength for
fermions and bosons to the Higgs boson is predicted. In Chapter 3 recent measurements of
the Higgs boson mass and other properties are discussed.
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2.4 Limitations of the Standard Model

2.4 Limitations of the Standard Model

The SM has predicted several new particles at its formulation. All of these particles has been
experimentally discovered after their prediction as the weak gauge bosons [1, 2, 4, 5, 51],
the gluon [36, 64–68], the top and bottom quark [3, 6, 58, 69] and the Higgs boson [8, 9,
13–18]. In addition, the cross sections of the several interactions have been experimentally
measured in agreement with the SM predictions. Figure 2.4 summarizes the cross section
measurements of the ATLAS collaboration until July, 2021. The experiment was able to
measure cross sections over several magnitudes without observing significant deviations from
the SM predictions.
However, several observed phenomena cannot be described within the SM, such as the
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Wt H WW WZ ZZ t

s-chan
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Figure 2.4: Cross sections measured with the ATLAS detector at the LHC compared to
predictions of the SM [70].

fundamental force gravity [71], the baryon asymmetry of the universe [25], the presence of
dark matter [23, 24] and dark energy [72, 73] or massive neutrinos [74–76]. To include these
observations in the theoretical description of particle physics, the SM has to be extended.
Different models have been developed to include some of these observations in an extended
model beyond the SM (BSM), but until now none of these models have been experimentally
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confirmed.

2.5 Extension of the Standard Model

Many different BSM models predict modifications of the Higgs boson properties and at the
same time introduce new particles. As of today, none of the measurements preformed at the
LHC have found such new particles. These new particles can be integrated out if their mass
(the scale of the new physics) is large compared to the momentum transfer in the observed
physics processes. In this way, the effects on properties of the SM, as e.g. on the Higgs boson
sector, can be described model independently in effective field theories. The SM effective
field theory (SMEFT) uses this to encode these modifications. Kinematic effects of BSM
models that act at energies Λ well above the electroweak scale (Λ � ν = 246 GeV) can
be parametrized at low energies E � Λ within SMEFT by adding operators of higher mass
dimensions to the SM Lagrangian:

LSMEFT = LSM +∑
i

f (5)i
Λ

O
(5)
i +∑

j

f (6)j

Λ2 O
(6)
j +∑

u

f (7)u

Λ3 O
(7)
u + . . . , (2.38)

where LSM is the SM Lagrangian, O(d) are gauge and Lorentz invariant operators of dimen-
sion d built from SM fields and f (d)i are real-valued dimensionless parameters, called Wilson
coefficients. Each added term is suppressed by the energy scale 1/Λ(d−4). Complete sets
of non-redundant operators exist up to dimensions eight, e.g. for d = 6 the Warsaw basis
[77] or the SILH basis [78, 79]. The construction of the full set of operators with higher
dimensions leads to a large number of independent operators. While only one operator, the
so called Weinberg operator [80], is possible for d = 5, 2772, 1542 and 44807 operators
can be build for d = 6, d = 7 and d = 8 assuming three lepton generations [81]. Several
assumptions can be made to reduce the number of operators, such as lepton and/or baryon
number conservation, which excludes operators of dimension 5 and 7 [82, 83]. Operators with
d ≥8 can be neglected due to their large suppression of 1/Λ4. The assumptions of baryon
number conservation and one generation of fermions reduce the number of operators to 59
for d = 6 [81]. At the one-loop level, the effective Lagrangian of d = 6 is renormalizable
[84–86], so that the scale dependence of the Willson coefficients is calculable.
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3 MEASUREMENTS OF THE HIGGS BOSON PROPERTIES

The Higgs boson is a consequence of the BEGGHK mechanism, which is used in the SM
to introduce massive fermions and massive weak gauge bosons. It is a neutral scalar boson
with spin 0 and has a short lifetime of approximately 10−22 s. Therefore, the Higgs boson
is not directly detected at the LHC, instead it is reconstructed using its decay products. The
following sections give an overview of selected properties of Higgs boson and the experimental
methods used to measure them. None of these measurements or measurements not discussed
in this thesis have shown a significant deviation from SM predictions. The production and
decay modes of the Higgs boson are described in Section 6.1 and Chapter 7 gives a detailed
description of the experimental methods used in this thesis.

3.1 Observation

(a) ATLAS experiment (b) CMS experiment

Figure 3.1: Observed (full black lines) and expected (dashed lines) p0-values (left y-axis) and
their corresponding σ intervals (right y-axis) as a function of the hypothetical Higgs boson
mass mH for the ATLAS (a) and CMS (b) measurements with the data set recorded in 2011
and 2012 [8, 9].

The ATLAS and CMS experiments at CERN announced the observation of a Higgs boson
with a mass of approximately 125 GeV in July 2012. They reached a significance of 5.9σ and
5.0σ [8, 9]. The significance is based on p0-values, which is a criterion for the probability
that the resonance is introduced by fluctuating backgrounds. A value of 5σ corresponding to
a p0-value of 2.85·10−7 is necessary to claim an observation. Figure 3.1 shows the observed
p0-values of the two experiments as a function of the particle mass mH .

3.2 Mass

As described in Section 2.3 the mass of the Higgs boson remains as an unknown parameter
in the SM. Therefore, the precise measurement of the Higgs boson mass is one of the



3.3 Cross sections

important goals of the ATLAS and CMS experiments at the LHC. The mass of Higgs boson
is reconstructed using its decay products. For a precise reconstruction the resolution and
the misidentification rate of the final state particles has to be small, so that only the H → γγ

and the H → ZZ∗ → 4l decay mode are used for this measurement due to their clear signal
signature and the missing of neutrinos in the final state. The measurements of the Higgs boson
mass are summarized in Figure 3.2. Both experiments study the Run 1 data set as well as the
first part of the Run 2 data set recorded in 2015 and 2016 and a combination of both data
sets [87, 88]. In addition, a combination of the two Run 1 measurements of both experiment
was performed [19]. The results of the individual data sets, experiments and decay modes
show no significant deviation to each other. The most precise result is given by the combined
CMS measurement with mH = (125.38±0.14) GeV corresponding to a relative uncertainty
of 0.1%. Therefore, the mass of the Higgs boson is already more precisely measured as the
world average of the mass of the top quark with (172.76±0.30) GeV and a relative uncertainty
of 0.2% provided by the particle data group [89].

(a) ATLAS experiment (b) CMS experiment

Figure 3.2: Observed mass of the Higgs boson for the ATLAS (a) and CMS (b) measurements
with the Run 1 data set form 2011 and 2012 and the with the first part of the Run 2 data set
from 2015 and 2016. Both figures show the combined results of the two data sets and in (a)
the Run 1 combination of the two experiments is shown. The best-fit value are illustrated by
black point together with their full uncertainty (black line) and their statistical uncertainty
(yellow box) [87, 88].

3.3 Cross sections

3.3.1 Inclusive cross sections

The ATLAS experiment has used the H → γγ and the H → ZZ∗ → 4l decay modes to
determine the inclusive Higgs production cross section σpp→H as a function of the center-
of-mass energy

√
s [90]. The measurement is based on the data sets from 2011, 2012 and

2015-2018 and the results are shown in Figure 3.3 (a). No significant deviation from the SM
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prediction is observed.
In addition, the cross sections of the dominant Higgs boson production modes at the LHC
are measured by the ATLAS experiment. To reduce the extrapolation from the phase space
covered by the detector to the measured production modes cross section, a fiducial volume
is defined by requiring a rapidity of the Higgs boson yH of less than 2.5. The analyses of
several different Higgs boson decay modes are combined for this measurement and the data
sets recorded between 2015 and 2017 are used [29]. Chapter 11 discusses this analysis in
detail as a part of this thesis. All observed cross sections agree within one standard deviation
with the SM prediction. The most precise measured production mode is gluon-gluon-fusion
with a relative uncertainty of 8.6%.

(a) Inclusive (b) per production mode

Figure 3.3: Observed values of the Higgs boson for the inclusive cross section as a function
of the center of mass energy (a) and split per production mode (b). In (a) the single decay
channel results are shown in red (H → γγ) and in green (H → ZZ∗→ 4l), while the combined
results are shown in black. The blue band shows the SM prediction with its uncertainty.
In (b) the black points with corresponding black bars show the best-fit values and total
uncertainties for the cross sections of the individual production modes normalized to SM
prediction. The yellow boxes illustrate the statistical uncertainty and the blue boxes the
systematic uncertainties on the measurement, while the gray boxes correspond to the theory
uncertainty on the SM prediction [29, 90].

3.3.2 Simplified template cross sections

The Simplified Template Cross Section (STXS) [27] is an analysis strategy to measure the
Higgs boson production cross section in different regions of phase space. The full phase space
of the Higgs boson production is spit into exclusive regions of phase space using kinematic
properties. These regions of phase space are defined at particle level, while the event selection
is defined at reconstruction level. Therefore, the measured cross sections are extrapolated
from reconstruction level to particle level within the likelihood model. The inclusive phase
space is split into the different production modes, which are further split into smaller regions
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of phase using kinematic observables as the jet multiplicity or the transverse momentum
of the Higgs boson. The STXS method uses different kinematic observables in different
regions of phase space, which results in a rather complex splitting of the global phase space.
A detailed description of the method is given in Section 7.1. The common definition of the
measured production cross sections allows the combination across different Higgs boson
decay modes. Such a combined measurement benefits from the sensitivity of different decay
modes to different regions of phase space and can constrain in this way the cross sections of a
large number of individual regions of phase space.
The ATLAS experiment has published several combinations using this method. The results
using the data set recorded from 2015 to 2017 are visualized in Figure 3.4. No significant
deviation from the SM predictions is observed. This analysis is part of this thesis and further
discussed in Chapter 11.
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Figure 3.4: Measured cross sections for different regions of phase space for the Higgs boson
production using the STXS framework [29].
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3.3.3 Differential cross sections

The detector is limited by finite energy and space resolution but also by misidentification
and inefficiency of the measured objects. For differential measurements the cross section of
region of phase space defined on reconstruction level are measured first and than transferred
to the particle level using the unfolding method [91–93]. This method corrects all effects of
the detector limitations in contrast to the method used in STXS measurements. Disadvantages
of differential measurements compared to the STXS method are the individual definitions
used in each analysis focusing on a different Higgs boson decay mode. The definition of
the fiducial phase space, the kinematic observables used for the differential measurements
and the binning of them varies across the individual analyses. This inconsistent definition
leads to complex combination procedure, so that differential measurements are limited to
a sub-set of decay modes. This limits the statistics of differential measurements compared
to the STXS measurements. Therefore, differential cross sections are usual only measured
as a function of one or two kinematic observables, while STXS framework includes several
different observables. Figure 3.5 shows an ATLAS measurement using the H → γγ and the
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Figure 3.5: Observed cross section of the Higgs boson production as a function of the
transverse momentum of the Higgs boson. The measurements of the single decay channel are
shown in red (H → γγ) and in green (H → ZZ∗ → 4l), while the combined result is shown in
black. The SM prediction is illustrated in blue [90].

H → ZZ∗ → 4l decay modes to perform a combined differential measurement of the Higgs
boson production cross section σ as a function the transverse momentum of the Higgs boson
pT,H [90]. No significant deviation from SM predictions are observed in this measurement.
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4 EXPERIMENT SETUP

4.1 The Large Hadron Collider

The LHC (Large Hardon Collider) [10] running since 2008 is a particle accelerator and
collider at CERN near Geneva. It consists of two ring accelerators with a circumference
of 27 km and can be filled with protons or heavy ions. It is placed between 100 and 150
meters below ground-level and has four collision points. The accelerator is filled with up
to 2808 bunches with 1011 particles per bunch and a spacing of 25 ns for protons. 1232
superconducting dipole magnets bend the proton beams with a magnetic field up to 8.3 Tesla
and additional 392 quadrupole magnets focus them.
Two main properties can describe the performance of the LHC. The instantaneous luminosity
L for two colliding particle beams with an equal Gaussian shape distribution and is defined
by [94]:

L =
N2γr frev

4πβ ∗εn
nb ·F, (4.1)

with the number of particle per bunch N, the relativistic gamma-factor γr, the revolution
frequency frev, the beta-function at the collision point β ∗, the normalized transverse beam
emittance εn, the number of bunches per beam nb and the geometric luminosity reduction
factor F considering the beam crossing angle and other effects at the interaction point. The

Figure 4.1: Schematic overview of the LHC with the four major experiments ALICE, ATLAS,
CMS and LHCb [95].

LHC is designed for an instantaneous luminosity up to 1034 cm−1 s−1. The second main
property is the center-of-mass energy

√
s, which can reach up to 14 TeV for the LHC (7 TeV



4.2 The ATLAS experiment

per beam).
For each of the four collision points of the LHC a unique detector is designed to answer
different physical questions. These detectors are ALICE [96] and LHCb [97] as well as two
multi-purpose detectors ATLAS [11] and CMS [12]. The LHC and the four main experiments
are shown in Figure 4.1.

4.2 The ATLAS experiment

The ATLAS experiment [11, 98, 99], one of four major experiments at the LHC, has a detector
with a diameter of 25 meters and a length of 44 meters and is the largest particle detector
at the LHC. It consists of different parts built in a cylindrical way and has a weight of 7000
metric tons. From the inside to the outside the main components of the detector are: inner
detector surrounded by a superconducting magnet solenoid, electromagnetic and hadronic
calorimeters and muon 3x8 toroids instrumented with muon chambers. A schematic overview
of the detector is given in Figure 4.2. The x-y-plane for the coordinate system of the ATLAS

Muon detectors

electromagnetic calorimeters

hadronic calorimeters

Tracking detectors
Magentic solenoids

Figure 4.2: Visualization of the ATLAS detector and its main components [100].

experiment is defined transversal to the beam axis and the x-axis points towards the center of
the LHC. The y-axis is orthogonal to the x-axis and points upward towards the surface. The
z-axis is defined parallel to the beam axis, in such a way that a right-handed coordinate system
results. The nominal interaction point is used as the origin of the system. The azimuthal angle
φ is defined in the (x-y)-plane, while the polar angle θ is defined with respect to the z-axis. In
measurements the pseudorapidity η is used instead of θ defined as

η =− ln(tan(θ/2)) . (4.2)

A nearly flat distribution of the particle density in η is introduced by the variety of soft QCD
processes in a proton-proton collision. The pseudorapidity is an approximation for the rapidity
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of a particle at high energy or negligible mass: y = 1/2 ln(E+pz/E−pz), where E is the energy
and pz the projection of the particle momenta in z-direction. The Lorenz invariance of ∆y then
results in an invariance of ∆η under a boost along the z-axis. This is an important property
of the system, since the boost along the z-axis is unknown for two colliding partons. The
separation of two objects in the η-Φ-plane is defined by:

∆R =

√
(∆η)2 +(∆Φ)2, (4.3)

which is as well invariant under a boost in the z-direction. This property is used in the
identification and the reconstruction of the physics objects.

4.2.1 Inner detector

The most central part of the ATLAS detector is the inner detector [101], which has a length
of 6.2 m and a radius of 1.1 m. It consists of different tracking detectors and is visualized
in Figure 4.3. The inner detector is designed to provide precise momentum measurements
for charged particles, to reconstruct the particle charge, tracks and momenta as well as the
primary and secondary vertex.
It consists of a pixel detector, a silicon micro-strip tracker (SCT), a transition radiation tracker

Pixel detector

BarrelEnd-cap
End-cap

SCT

TRT

Figure 4.3: Schematic overview of the inner detector of the ATLAS experiment and its main
components [100].

(TRT) and a central magnetic solenoid generating a two Tesla magnetic field, that penetrates
the inner detector. The expected resolution of the inner detector regarding momentum
measurements are given in Table 4.1. While the TRT covers a range up to |η |=2.0, the Pixel
detector and SCT are especially important for small radii and cover a range up to |η |=2.5.
Both trackers consist of a barrel region and two end-caps, which are mounted radially. The
pixel detector and the SCT are placed concentrically around the beam axis in the barrel region,
while the straw tubes of the TRT run parallel to the beam axis. As the most inner part of the
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experiment, the inner detector copes with high radiation doses and is cooled down to reduce
potential damages. It consists of the insertable b-Layer (IBL) installed during the first long
shutdown of the LHC in 2013 [102]. The IBL is build cylindrical around the beam axis in a
distance of 33mm and provides a precise measurement of the secondary vertex, which is in
particular used for the identification of b-hadrons.
Both the barrel and the end-cap part of the pixel detector consist of three layers corresponding
to 250 µm thick silicon semi-conductors with 46080 readout channels for each of the 1744
modules. Every pixel has a size between (R−Φ)× z = 50× 400 µm2 and (R−Φ)× z =
50× 600 µm2, such that the detector reaches an intrinsic hit resolution of (R−Φ)× z =
10×115 µm2.
Four layers of silicon strip detectors build the barrel part of the SCT, while the end-caps
consist of nine layers, such that for each charged particle at least four measured points are
ensured. The SCT has 758 active strips per module of 12 cm length and 285 µm thickness per
strip and contains over 6 million readout channels. The nominal hit resolution of the detector
is (R−Φ)× z = 17×580 µm2.
The TRT consists of straw tubes of 4 mm diameter and a length of 144 cm in the barrel region,
while in the end-cap region the tubes are installed radially in wheels of 37 mm length. They
are filled with gas and are stabilized by carbon fibers. Therefore, only a position measurement
of (R-Φ)= 130 µm and none in the z-axis is performed in the barrel region. The TRT is
able to provide important information for the particle identification. The transition radiation
emitted by particles penetrating the interface of materials with different di-electric constants
is inversely proportional to the mass of the particles. Gas-filled tubes stabilized by corban
fibers are used as the transition material, so that especially charged pions and electrons can be
distinguished.

4.2.2 Calorimeter system

The calorimeter [103–105] is build up by an electromagnetic calorimeter (ECal), which is
optimized to measure the energy of photons, electrons as well as positrons and a hadronic
calorimeter (HCal), which is used together with the ECal to measure the energy of hadrons,
jets and the missing transverse energy Emiss

T . The η-coverage and the energy resolution of the
sub-calorimeters are given in Table 4.1.

Electromagnetic calorimeter The ECal consists of lead with a liquid argon sampling
technology and has a fine granularity. It is build with accordion-shaped electrodes and lead
absorber plates with a complete symmetry in the azimuthal angle Φ and is split into a barrel
and two end-cap parts (see Figure 4.4). The barrel is split into two identical half-barrels, which
cover a pseudorapidity range up to |η |= 1.475. The barrels consist of 3 layers with granularity
of (∆η ×∆Φ)= 0.025/8×0.025, (∆η ×∆Φ)= 0.025×0.025 and (∆η ×∆Φ)= 0.05×0.025.
The range between 1.375 < |η |< 3.2 is covered by an inner and outer end-cap wheel (EMEC).
A pre-sampler detector is added in the central region (|η |< 1.8) to compensate energy loss of
photons or electrons upstream of the calorimeter. This pre-sampler is made of an active liquid
argon layer.
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Figure 4.4: Schematic overview of the calorimeter system of the ATLAS experiment [100].

Hadronic calorimeter The HCal (see Figure 4.4) has a coarser granularity compared to the
ECal and measures the energy of jets and Emiss

T together with other sub-detectors. The tile
calorimeter consists of a barrel part with |η |<1.0 around the ECal and two extended parts
covering higher values of 0.8< |η | <1.7. Steel plates as an absorber and scintillating tiles
as active material covering a |η | range up to 3.2 are the components of the hadronic barrel
calorimeter. For the hadronic end-cap (HEC) and the forward calorimeter (FCal) liquid argon
is used as a sensitive material. For the HEC only copper is used as absorber material, while
for the FCal tungsten is used as well.

4.2.3 Muon system

To measure charged particles, which penetrate the inner detector and the calorimeters, a muon
system [106] is used, which is visualized in Figure 4.5. It consists of a barrel region covering
a |η | range up to 1.4, the transition region with 1.4 < |η |< 1.6 and the end-cap region with
1.6 < |η | < 2.7. To measure the momentum of the charged particle toroidal magnets are
installed, generating a field strength of 1.5-5.5 Tm in the barrel and 1-7.5 Tm in the end-cap
region.
The muon system is build up by two types of precision tracking chambers, monitored drift
tubes (MDT) and cathode strip chambers (CSC), and two types of trigger chambers, resistive-
plate chambers (RPC) and thin-gap chambers (TGC). The muon are bent parallel to the beam
axis by barrel toroid magnets in the region |η | < 1.4, by end-cap toroids in the region 1.6
< |η |< 2.7 and by a combined field of barrel and end-cap toroids in the intermediate range
with 1.4 < |η |< 1.6.
To reconstruct the muon trajectory 1088 MDT chambers are used in the central region with
|η |< 2.7, while in the innermost wheel in the end-cap region the MDTs are replaced by CSCs
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Thin-gap chambers (TGC)
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Figure 4.5: Schematic overview of the muon system of the ATLAS experiment [100].

in the region 2.0 < |η |< 2.7. The MDT consists of three cylindrical layers of tubes around
the beam axis in the barrel region and of three wheels perpendicular to the beam axis in the
end-cap region. Each layer is build up with three layers of MDTs, except of the innermost
which consists of four layers. The MDTs are aluminum tubes filled with a gas mixtures
consisting 93% Ar and 7% C02 and a diameter of 30 mm. CSCs are multiwire proportional
cambers consisting of radially oriented wirs and cathodes segmented into strips. The CSCs
are filled with a gas mixture of 80% Ar and 20% CO2. The CSC is able to provide a better
spatial resolution to cope with the higher signal rates in the large η-range.
The RPC is used to trigger particles in the barrel region, while the TGC is used in the end-cap
region, so that the muon system can trigger particles up to |η |= 2.4. Both systems are able to
deliver a signal within 15-25 ns. An overview of the required resolution for the muon system
is given in Table 4.1.

4.2.4 Trigger

Due to the high bunching crossing rate of the LHC (40 MHz) a two level trigger is used
at the ATLAS experiment to reduce the output-recording rate [107]. The first level of the
trigger system is a hardware-based trigger (L1) and the second level a software-based high
level trigger (HLT), which are visualized together with the data acquisition in Figure 4.6.
Region-of-Interests (RoIs) are determined by custom electronics at the L1 using a coarse
granularity calorimeter and muon system information. L1 reduce the rate from 40 MHz to
100 kHz, with a decision time of 2.5 µs. The RoIs are then used as an input for the HLT,
which uses sophisticated selection algorithms on the full granularity detector information of
the RoI. The HLT further reduces the output-rate of the L1 from 100 kHz to approximately
1 kHZ on average, with a processing time of about 300 ms.
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Figure 4.6: Schematic overview of the trigger system and the data acquisition of the ATLAS
experiment in Run 2 [107].

Sub-detector Required resolution η-coverage
Measurement Trigger

Inner detector σpT/pT = 0.05% pT ⊕ 1% ± 2.5
Electromagnetic calorimeter σE/e = 10% /

√
E ⊕ 0.7% ± 3.2 ± 2.5

Hadronic calorimeter
barrel and end-cap σE/e = 50% /

√
E ⊕ 3% ± 3.2 ± 3.2

forward σE/e = 100% /
√

E ⊕ 10% 3.1 < |η |< 4.9 3.1 < |η |< 4.9
Muon system σpT/pT = 10% at pT = 1 TeV ± 2.7 ± 2.4

Table 4.1: The resolution and the pseudorapidity (η) coverage of the different sub-detectors
of the ATLAS experiment. Energy and momentum values are given in units of GeV. a⊕b
refers to adding a and b in quadrature: a⊕b =

√
a2 +b2 [11].
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4.3 Simulation process of pp collisions

To compare the recorded data of the ATLAS experiment to the theory predictions simulations
of the physics processes are needed. This is a quite challenging process for proton-proton
collisions, since several physics phenomena with different scales of momentum transfer have
to be taken into account.
The factorization theorem [108] is used to treat the different phenomena separately. The
collisions can be split into a hard and soft process. The hard process describes the interaction
between the partons by using perturbation theory and has a large scale of momentum transfer.
For the soft process with a small scale of momentum transfer non-perturbative models with
parameters derived from data are used. Soft processes are described by parton distribution
functions of the protons and the hadronization (fragmentation) of the colored partons produced
during the collision into colorless hadrons.
Underlying event, pile-up, initial- and final-state radiations have to be considered as well. The
underlying event is caused by interactions of beam remnant, while pile-up describes particles
produced in additional pp collisions during the same or neighboring bunch crossing and is
described in Section 4.3.3.
To simulate these effects, which are summarized in Figure 4.7, Monte Carlo event generators
with random sampling techniques are used.
This simulation process generates particle level events, which include the theoretical prediction
but no detector effects. To be able to compare the simulations with the recorded data several
resolution and efficiency effects of the detector have to be considered. Simulated events
including these effect are called reconstruction level events. Therefore, the particle level
events are passed through a simulation of the ATLAS detector based on GEANT4 [109].

Figure 4.7: Schematic overview for the simulation of proton proton collision at particle level.
ISR and FSR are examples for initial- and final-state radiation [110].
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4.3.1 Partonic cross section and parton shower

The cross section σp1p2→X for two colliding protons p1 and p2 producing a particular final
state X quantifies the probability that this process takes place. It can be related to the expected
number of events N using the total integrated luminosity (see Equation 4.1):

N = σp1p2→X ·
∫

L dt. (4.4)

The parton distribution functions describe the probability to find a parton with the momentum
fraction x of the initial proton momentum in a collision at a momentum transfer Q2.
The factorization theorem, the partonic cross section σ̂ab→X and the parton distribution
functions fa and fb of the interacting partons a and b can be used to calculate the cross section
σp1p2→X by integrating over the momenta for all possible parton flavor combinations:

σp1p2→X = ∑
a,b

∫
dxadxb fa(xa,µ

2
F) fb(xb,µ

2
F)σ̂ab→X(xa,xb,µF ,µR), (4.5)

with factorization scale µF and renormalization scale µR.
This partonic cross section can be parametrized in a power series in the strong coupling
strength αs:

σ = ∑
n

α
n
s σn. (4.6)

Higher orders in αs take into account virtual corrections, so called loops, or real emissions of
additional particles in the final state. The real emissions can be grouped into so called initial
state radiation (ISR), in which the additional parton is emitted by an initial state parton, while
for so called final state radiations (FSR) a final state parton emits the additional parton.
Including particle momenta in loops results in ultraviolat divergences. These can be regular-
ized via dimensional regularization by introducing the unphysical renormalization scale µR,
such that the divergences are absorbed inside the coupling strength αs. With this, αs gains a
dependency on µR and is called a running coupling strength.
Collinear real emissions results in infrared divergences. Again dimensional regularization can
be used to regularize the divergence introducing the unphysical factorization scale parameter
µF . The probability for a parton i to radiate a parton j can be described using splitting
functions. Here q → qg, q̄ → q̄g, g → qq̄ and g → gg have to be considered, which results in a
set of coupled differential equations named Dokshitzer-Gribov-Lipatov-Altarelli-Parisi [111–
113]. This set of equations describes the evolution of the parton distribution function between
different scales of momentum transfers using µF and the momentum fraction of the partons
as input parameters. In the calculation the separation of the perturbative and non-perturbative
energy scale regime is introduced by µF .
The dependence of the cross section on both unphysical parameters is a result of a finite order
calculation of Equation 4.6 and would vanish for n → ∞. The choice of these parameters is
arbitrary so that both scales are varied to estimate an approximation of the missing higher
order contributions. Most of the simulation are performed with the hard scattering energy
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scale for both parameters.
The quasi continuous final state radiation of partons results in parton showers, which can
be described by the splitting functions. For each emission the energy scale and momentum
fraction decreases. The showering is simulated from the hard scattering energy scale until a
lower cutoff scale. This evolution to a lower energy scale is described by the Sudakov form
factors [114]. The radiation of an additional parton from an initial state parton is called initial
state radiation. It is described by PDFs and is simulated by going from the hard scattering
scale to a cutoff scale, but increasing the momentum fraction.
The parton shower approach is limited to collinear and soft partons, while processes with
higher energy or widely separated partons are described based on matrix element calculations.
To combine these two approaches a matching or merging scheme is applied. For both schemes
an energy scale threshold have to be defined, which resolves any overlap in the phase space
of the resulting jets. Jets below this threshold are described using parton shower simulation,
while the remaining jets are simulated with the matrix element. The two schemes use different
approaches for the matrix-element calculations. While a full next-to-leading-order calculation,
including loop correction, is applied for the matching scheme, a leading-order calculation
with an increasing number of emitted partons is used in the merging scheme.
The beam remnants, the parts of the interacting proton, which are not involved in the hard
process, can produce additional (soft) interactions. These additional interactions lead to the
underlying event, which includes also multiple parton interactions between the remaining
partons. While jets from underlying event are usually soft and therefore not reconstructed by
the ATLAS detector, the total energy is affected by these jets. The modelling of underlying
events is based on phenomenological models as for other soft interactions.

4.3.2 Hadronization and hadron decays

Quantum Chromodynamics predicts that quarks and gluons cannot exist as free particle (see
Section 2.2.2). Therefore, the partons produced during the colored parton shower simulation
have to be combined to colorless hadrons. This step is called hadronization or fragmentation
and is affected by color connection between the partons of the hard process and the beam
residuals as well. The two approaches cluster fragmentation and string fragmentation can be
used to describe the hadronization.
The cluster fragmentation model described in [115, 116] use a split of gluons into quark
pairs until they reach a lower cutoff scale. From these colorless clusters are formed, which
subsequently decay into hadrons. This approach is used in the SHERPA Monte Carlo event
generator [117].
An example for a string fragmentation model is the Lund string model [118]. The model use
the increase of the potential energy between color charged partons with an increase of spatial
separation. A upper threshold is set on the potential energy, so that a new quark pair is created
when the threshold is crossed. This is done iteratively until the energy of all parton is low
enough and only colorless hadrons remain. These hadron can be unstable, so that they decay
into lighter hadrons until all hadrons are stable. This approach is used in the PYTHIA event
generator [119].
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4.3.3 Pile-up

Pile-up describes the interaction of additional protons. Pile-up can be grouped into in-time
pile-up and out-of-time pile-up. In-time pile-up describes the interaction of two protons,
which are in the same proton bunches as the hard scattered protons, while out-of-time pile-up
is produced by proton of neighboring bunches. Pile-up is simulated as an inclusive sample of
collision events and it is combined with the simulation of the hard process. The explicit beam
condition affects the number of interactions per bunch crossing µ , which is one of the key
parameter for the pile-up simulation. To achieve a good modeling of the pile-up activity, the
simulated distribution are re-weighted to the distribution of µ observed in data.

4.3.4 Detector simulation

The produced simulate events are at particle level, which follow the SM prediction. The
recorded data includes additionally detector effects like the infinite resolutions, particle
misidentification and inefficiencies. To be able to compare the simulated events with data
these detector effects have to be included in the simulation. The simulated events are corrected
for this using GEANT4 [109], which simulates the interaction between the simulated final
state particles with the detector materials of the ATLAS experiment. In GEANT4 a detailed
description of the detector is implemented including for example passive materials, magnetic
field configurations and known detector defects of particular detector parts. The software
produces an output, which is identical to the format of the recorded data, so that the same
trigger, identification and reconstruction software can be used on them. These events, which
include detector effects and the approximations of reconstruction algorithms, are called
reconstruction level events. These events are directly comparable to data, while a direct
comparison to the theory prediction or other experiments is not possible anymore.

4.4 Data set

The LHC has well defined periods of time in which the accelerator is running with stable
beams, so that the experiments can collect data. These time periods are called Runs. This time
between the Runs is used for maintenance and upgrades of the accelerator and the detectors.
Additional short shutdown as for example at the end of each data taking year are used for
small upgrades or repairs. The first data taking period was Run 1 from 2011-2012 and the
second one Run 2 from 2015-2018. At the beginning of the year 2022 the Run 3 data taking
period is planed. In addition to the long shutdown between the two Runs end-of-year technical
stops are performed after each year of data taking. Figure 4.8 show an overview of the data
taking periods. While the center of mass energy was changed in Run 1 from 7 TeV (2011) to
8 TeV (2012) a constant energy of 13 TeV was used during Run 2.
This thesis will focus on the data from Run 2. This Run is additional split by an end-of-year
extend technical stop (EYETS) at the end of 2016. This stop was used to start a first round
of analyses on the partial Run 2 data set taken from 2015-2016. This thesis includes two
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Figure 4.8: Schematic overview of the data taking periods of the LHC. EYETS corresponds
to an end-of-year extend technical stop.

analyses, which are based on this data set. The remaining analysis in this thesis are based on
the full Run 2 data set including the data from 2015 to 2018. Figure 4.9 shows the integrated
luminosity of Run 2 as a function of time. The figure shows the luminosity for the data
delivered by the LHC and for the data taken by the ATLAS experiment. Furthermore, during
a small fraction of the data taking not all detector subsystems and magnetic system were fully
operational. Data taken during this time periods is not used for analyses. The data which
fulfill all quality criteria are stored in Good Run Lists and the luminosity of this data is also
shown in Figure 4.9. The partial Run 2 data set recorded until the EYETS has an integrated
luminosity of 36.1 fb−1 and the full Run 2 data set a integrated luminosity of 139 fb−1.
For the pile-up simulation the number of interaction per bunch crossing has to be measured.
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Figure 4.9: Total integrated luminosity for the ATLAS detector during Run 2 as a function
of time. Green shows the luminosity that was provided by the LHC and yellow the part of
the luminosity, which was collected by the ATLAS detector. Blue shows the luminosity of
the part of data set, which can be used for analyses. EYETS corresponds to an end-of-year
extend technical stop [120].

Figure 4.10 shows the integrated luminosity as a function of the mean number of interactions
per bunch crossing (µ). The change of the beam conditions, as the bunch spacing or the bunch
density, between the different data taking years of Run 2 results in an increase of the average
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< µ > from 2015 to 2017. In 2017 the beam conditions got additional change during the
data taking period. This results in a two peak structure of the distribution. For the year 2018
a intermediate setting of the two condition used in 2017 was used, so that < µ > is slightly
decreased from 2017 to 2018 and the double peak structure is removed.
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Figure 4.10: Recorded luminosity as a function of the mean number of interactions per
crossing (µ) for Run 2. Blue corresponds to distribution for the full Run 2 data set, while the
remaining colors corresponds to the different individual years of data taking [120].

4.5 Simulated events

This section summarizes the generators and their configurations used to simulate events for the
analyses described in Chapters 8, 9 and 10. Section 11 combines analyses of different Higgs
boson decay modes, which can use different generators and configuration. The generators
and configuration of these analyses are described in the references summarized in Table 11.1.
The includes two H → ττ analyses described in Chapter 9 based on the data recorded from
2015 to 2106 and in Chapter 10 based on the data recorded from 2015 to 2018. The second
analysis is based on the previous but is optimized. Next to the optimization of the analysis
strategy, several generator configuration are modified. The increased sensitivity increases the
contribution in the 2015 to 2018 analysis of small physics processes compared to the 2015 to
2016 analysis, in which they have a negligible impact. Therefore, additional simulation events
samples of physics processes with small cross section are considered for the 2015 to 2018
analysis. Table 4.2 summarize the used generators and their configurations for both data sets.
The Higgs boson production processes are split in different production modes. For the partial
Run 2 analysis with the 2015 and 2016 data set the four main production modes for the
H → ττ decay channel are simulated. The dominant processes are the gluon gluon fusion ggF
with an expected cross section of 48.52 pb, vector boson fusion V BF with 3.78 pb, associated
vector boson production V H with 2.25 pb and associated top quark pair production (ttH) with
0.51 pb.
The ggF production is simulated at next-to-next-to-leading order (NNLO) accuracy in QCD
using the POWHEG NNLOPS framework [121–125]. The NNLO accuracy is achieved for
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Process Generator PDF set σ ×BR [pb]
ME PS+UE ME PS+UE

Higgs boson (mH = 125.09 GeV)
ggF H → ττ Powheg PYTHIA8 PDF4LHC15 NNLO CTEQ6L1 3.04 N3LO QCD+NLO EW
V BF H → ττ Powheg PYTHIA8 PDF4LHC15 NLO CTEQ6L1 0.24 NNLO QCD+NLO EW
V H H → ττ Powheg PYTHIA8 PDF4LHC15 NLO CTEQ6L1 0.14 NNLO QCD+NLO EW
ttH H → ττ MG5_aMc@NLO2.2.2 PYTHIA8 NNPDF30LO NNPDF23LO 0.05 NLO QCD+NLO EW
ttH H → ττ (full Run 2) Powheg PYTHIA8 NNPDF2.3 0.05 NLO QCD+NLO EW
tH H → ττ (full Run 2) MG5_aMc@NLO2.2.2 PYTHIA8 CT10 0.005 NLO QCD+NLO EW
bbH H → ττ (full Run 2) Powheg PYTHIA8 NNPDF2.3 0.05 NLO QCD+NLO EW
ggF H →WW → `ν`ν Powheg PYTHIA8 PDF4LHC15 NNLO CTEQ6L1 1.12 N3LO QCD+NLO EW
ggF H →WW (full Run 2) Powheg PYTHIA8 PDF4LHC15 NNLO CTEQ6L1 10.44 N3LO QCD+NLO EW
V BF H →WW → `ν`ν Powheg PYTHIA8 PDF4LHC15 NLO CTEQ6L1 0.09 NNLO QCD+NLO EW
V BF H →WW (full Run 2) Powheg PYTHIA8 PDF4LHC15 NLO CTEQ6L1 0.81 NNLO QCD+NLO EW
Other
Z → `` SHERPA2.2.1 NNPDF30NLO 40400 NNLO
W → `ν SHERPA2.2.1 NNPDF30NLO 184500 NNLO
EW Z → `` SHERPA2.2.1 NNPDF30NLO 1.91 LO
EW W → `ν SHERPA2.2.1 NNPDF30NLO 20.25 LO
Di-boson SHERPA2.2.1 NNPDF30NLO 130 NLO
tt Powheg PYTHIA6 CT10 CTEQ6L1 2100 NNLO+NNLL
tt (full Run 2) Powheg PYTHIA8 NNPDF2.3 2100 NNLO+NNLL
single top Powheg PYTHIA6 CT10 CTEQ6L1 140 NLO
single top (full Run 2) Powheg PYTHIA8 NNPDF2.3 140 NLO

Table 4.2: Overview of MC generators used for the different signal and background processes
and their predicted cross sections at

√
s = 13 TeV. Samples marked with (full Run 2) are used

only for analysis with the full Run 2 data set and replace the samples listed one row above
which are only used for analysis with the partial Run 2 data set from 2015 and 2016.

arbitrary inclusive ggF observable by reweighting the Higgs boson rapidity spectrum in
Hj-MiNLO [126–128] to that of HNNLO [129]. The V BF and associated VH production
processes are generated using POWHEG-Box v2 [123–125, 130] with the MiNLO [122]
approach at next-to-leading order (NLO), interfaced to the PYTHIA 8.186 [131] parton
shower model. The PDF4LHC15 [132] parametrization of the parton distribution function
(PDF) and the AZNLO [133] tune is used, with the CTEQ6L1 PDF set [134], to model
non-perturbative effects for the ggF , V BF and V H production modes. The QED emissions
from electroweak (EW) vertices and charged leptons is modeled with PHOTOS++ version
3.52 [135]. The ttH process is generated with MG5_aMc@NLO2.2.2 [136] at NLO accuracy
in QCD, interfaced to PYTHIA8 for parton showering. The NNPDF23LO [137] PDF set is
used in the parton shower with the A14 [138] tune for non-perturbative effects, while the
NNPDF30LO [139] PDF set is used in the matrix element.
The ggF process is normalized to a next-to-next-to-next-to-leading order (N3LO) QCD
calculation with NLO EW corrections applied [140–143]. The overall normalization of
the V BF process is taken from an approximate-NNLO QCD cross section with NLO EW
corrections applied [144–146]. The VH process is normalized to cross sections calculated at
NNLO in QCD, with NLO EW radiative corrections applied [147–149]. The ttH production
mode cross section is calculated at NLO in QCD with NLO EW corrections applied [150–
155].
For the ggF and V BF production the H → WW → lν lν decay channel is generated in
addition to the H → ττ final state. The samples are generated separately but with the same
configuration as the H → ττ samples.
The production of V + jets is simulated with Sherpa 2.2.1 [156] generator using NLO matrix
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elements for up to two partons and leading order (LO) matrix element for up to four patrons
using Comix [157] and Open-Loops [158–161] libraries. They are matched with Sherpa
parton shower [162] using MEPS@NLO prescription [163–166]. The NNPDF30NNL0 set
of PDFs [164] is used and the samples are normalized to NNLO prediction [167]. The
electroweak production of W/Z bosons from V BF , W/Z bosons associated with jets and
di-boson processes are simulated with the Sherpa 2.2.1 generator [117]. The Comix [157] and
the OpenLoops [168] matrix element generators at leading-order are used and merged with
the SHERPA parton shower simulation [162] using the ME+PS@NLO prescription [169].
As a PDF set NNPDF30NNL0 [137] is used in conjunction with a dedicated parton shower
tuning developed by the SHERPA authors.
The tt process is generated with POWHEG-BOX v2 [123–125, 170], with the CT10 PDF set
in the matrix element calculation. The POWHEG-BOX v1 [171, 172] generator is used for
the electroweak top quark production, which uses the 4-flavour scheme for the NLO matrix
elements calculation together with the fixed four-flavour PDF set CT10F4 [173]. The top
quark spin correlation is preserved for all top processes and for top quarks in the t-channel
MadSpin [174] is used for the decay. PYTHIA 6.428 [175] with the CTEQ6L1 PDF set and
the corresponding Perugia 2012 tune [176] is used for the parton shower, fragmentation and
the underlying event.
A full simulation of the ATLAS detector response [177] using the GEANT4 program [109] is
performed for all samples. Pile-up is included by overlaying minimum-bias events simulated
with PYTHIA8 using MSTW2008LOPDF [178] and the A2 [179] set of tuned parameters on
each generated event.
For the analysis using the full Run 2 data set the following updates and additional samples are
used.
The decays and spin correlations for τ-leptons are simulated by PYTHIA8 [180] for samples
generated with POWHEG while for samples generated with Sherpa the implementation of
the generator itself is used. Both implementations have been validated within the ATLAS
collaboration. For PYTHIA8 a comparison to TAUOLA [181] is performed, while for Sherpa
is validated in Reference [182].
For the H → ττ samples the setup of the tt̄H production mode is updated and an additional
sample for the tH production mode is included. The ttH production mode is modeled using
the POWHEG-BOX v2 generator [123–125, 183, 184], with the NNPDF3.0NLO [139]
PDF set at NLO. The sample is interfaced to PYTHIA8.230 [119] using the A14 [138]
tune and the NNPDF2.3LO [139] PDF set. The decays of bottom and charm hadrons are
performed by EVTGEN v1.6.0 [185]. The production of the tH process is generated with
MG5_aMc@NLO2.2.2 [136] interfaced with PYTHIA8 [119] using the A14 [138] tune and
the CT10 [173] PDF set for the matrix element.
For the H →WW process the ggF and V BF production modes are included now for all final
states for the full Run 2 analysis, produced with the same settings as H →WW → lν lν decay
channel.
The tt events are generated using the POWHEG-BOX v2 [123–125, 170] generator at NLO
in QCD with the NNPDF3.0NLO [139] PDF set. The samples are interfaced to Pythia8.230
[119] to model the parton shower, fragmentation and underlying event using the A14 tune
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[138] and the NNPDF2.3LO PDF set [137]. The decays of bottom and charm hadrons are
performed by EvtGen v1.6.0 [185].
Single top s-channel events are produced with the POWHEG-BOX v2 [123–125, 171]
generator at NLO in QCD in the five-flavour scheme with the NNPDF3.0NLO [139] PDF set.
The events are interfaced to Pythia8.230 [119] using the A14 [138] tune and the NNPDF2.3LO
[139] PDF set.
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5 RECONSTRUCTION AND IDENTIFICATION OF
PHYSICS OBJECTS

In this section the reconstruction and identification techniques used to combine signal of
hits and energy depositions measured in the ATLAS detector to physics objects. For the
H → ττ analyses electrons, muons, jets and the missing transverse energy is reconstructed and
identified. Identification and isolation criteria are used differentiate electron and muons from
jets described in Sections 5.2 and 5.3. Jets are grouped into three different types by defining
τh-candidates, b-jet and all remaining jets. τh-candidates correspond to jets from τh-lepton
decaying into pions and are identified with specific identification algorithms described in
Section 5.5. B-jet are jet initiated by b-quarks and are identified by so called b-tagging
techniques described in Section 5.4.1. The missing transverse energy corresponds to the
energy of object which are not detected, as for example neutrinos which penetrates detector
without an energy deposit. The reconstruction of the missing transverse energy is described
in Section 5.6.

5.1 Tracks and Vertices

The inner detector of ATLAS is used to reconstruct tracks. With these tracks the primary and
secondary vertices are reconstructed. The information of the pixel detector, the SCT and the
TRT are used in different iterative algorithms to reconstruct the tracks [186, 187].
First clusters are formed out of pixels and strips hits that are on the same senor of the silicon
detectors. These three-dimensional clusters are seeded into the inside-out algorithm. A
combinatorial Kalman filter is used to extrapolate the clusters to the outer layers of the inner
detector and to build track candidates [186, 188]. Drift-circles around the wires of the TRT
are matched to track candidates. One set of seeds can result in multiple track candidates. An
ambiguity solver [189] is used to reject candidates that fail certain quality requirements, as
for the Run 2 data tracking are at least seven hits in the pixel plus SCT layer, a transverse
momentum of pT > 400 MeV and a pseudorapidity of |η |< 2.5. The remaining tracks are
the final output of this inside-out chain. This method is used to find the track of particles
originating directly from the hard-scattering process or from short-lived particles. Tracks
of particles coming from secondary vertices, which have no hits in the silicon layers are
reconstructed using an outside-in algorithm, which starts from the TRT track segments and
extrapolates them back to the silicon layer. For this compatible unused clusters in the pixel
and SCT are used.
The primary and secondary vertices are determined by looking for intersections of sub-set
of these reconstructed tracks, which fulfill tighter selection criteria to suppress misidentified
tracks. Misidentified tracks are wrongly identified tracks, which do not correspond to a real
particle track in the event. The best position of the vertex is estimated by a vertex-finding
algorithm [191], for which the global maximum in the distribution of z-coordinates for
reconstructed tracks is used as a seed. Only tracks which are compatible with the expected
bunch-crossing region are considered for this. Starting from the vertex candidate an iterative
χ2-fit is used to estimate the best position of the vertex. Therefore, the input tracks are
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Figure 5.1: Vertex reconstruction efficiency for primary vertex candidates as a function of the
number of tracks, for data in green and simulation in red [190].

weighted after each minimization step by their compatibility with the current vertex position.
Outliers, which have a P(χ2)-value of less than 8% between the vertex candidate and the
trajectory are removed. All tracks that are not used for this vertex reconstruction are used to
reconstruct an additional vertex. The procedure is repeated until all tracks are used for the
reconstruction of one of the vertices or no further vertices can be reconstructed. A minimum
of at least two tracks is required for a vertex reconstruction and as Figure 5.1 shows, an
efficiency of 80% to 95% depending on the final number of associated tracks is reached [190].
The primary vertex, which is defined as the vertex of the hard scattering process, is assigned
to the vertex with the highest momenta, while the remaining vertices are considered as pile-up
vertices. The momenta of the vertices are reconstructed as the sum of squared transverse
momenta of the assigned tracks is taken to estimate the vertices.

5.2 Electrons

For the reconstruction of electrons energy deposits in the electromagnetic calorimeter are
clustered to electron candidates. The sliding-window algorithm [192, 193] is used to build
electromagnetic towers of the size of ∆η ×∆Φ = 0.025×0.025. A window with the size
of 3× 5 elements is moved across the electromagnetic tower grid to find local maxima of
energy deposits. A minimum transverse energy of 2.5 GeV is required for the clusters. For
overlapping clusters only the one with the highest transverse energy is kept. These clusters
are matched to tracks in the inner detector using the global χ2-track filter [194] and requiring
a minimum transverse momentum of 400 MeV on the track. The energy loss of the electrons
due to bremsstrahlung in the different detector materials is considered by using a Gussian-sum
filter [195] on the matched tracks. The final cluster is build by extending the window around
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Figure 5.2: The total reconstruction efficiency for electron in data (closed circles) and in
simulation (open circles) estimated in Z → ee events [193].

the seed cluster to 3×7 in the barrel region and to 5×5 in the end-cap region. The energy of
the final cluster is calibrated to the original electron using multivariate analysis techniques
[196, 197]. Above a transverse energy of 15 GeV an efficiency above 97% can be achieved
for the final electron reconstruction as illustrated in Figure 5.2.
A likelihood method [193] is used to identify the reconstructed candidate as an electron. This
method reject jet misidentified as electron and non-prompt electron from photon conversion or
from the subsequent decay of heavy-flavor hadrons. The likelihood score gives the probability
that a candidate is an electron and uses several information of the inner detector and the
calorimeters as input. Different working points are defined using individual thresholds for
the likelihood score. The working points are defined as: loose, medium and tight, where
loose has the highest signal efficiency and lowest background rejection and tight has the
lowest signal efficiency but the highest background rejection. The efficiencies are estimated
using a tag-and-probe measurement in Z → ee and J/φ → ee events. Figure 5.3 (a) shows
the efficiencies as a function of the transverse momentum for different working points with a
lower threshold on the transverse momentum at 20 GeV. The signal efficiency varies between
85% and 95%, 75% and 94% and 55% and 90% for the loose, medium and tight working
point.
Additionally, an requirement on the isolation of electrons is used to further suppress back-
ground from misidentified jets and non-prompt electrons. The isolation is a quantification
of the additional amount of energy in a cone of radius ∆R around the electron candidate.
The isolation requirements can be grouped into track-based and calorimeter-based criteria.
For the track-based method a cone around the electron trajectory is defined. A limitation of
the sum of transverse momenta in this cone, excluding the contribution of the electron track
and further contribution of bremsstrahlung gives an isolation requirement. The cone size
is varied depending on the transverse momenta of the electron, such that the size decrease
with larger transverse momentum. This cone size variation takes into account that for high
transverse momentum additional particles can be close to the electron. A tag-and-probe
measurement in Z → ee events defines several working points. Figure 5.3 (b) shows the
measured efficiencies of these working points as a function of the transverse energy of the
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Figure 5.3: (a) The electron identification efficiency for the loose (blue), medium (red) and
tight (black) working points as a function of the transverse energy (ET). (b) The electron
isolation efficiency for different work points as a function of ET [193].

candidates. Topological cluster [198] are used for the calorimeter-based requirements. For
this clusters cells are selected, which have four times the energy deposit of the expected noise
level, adding iteratively neighbor cells with a energy of at least two times the expected noise
level. To remove the included energy of the electron candidate a rectangle with ∆η ×∆Φ =
0.125×0.175 around the electron is defined and subtracted. Simulation are used to estimate
and subtract the energy contribution of the electron outside this area as well as contribution of
pile-up and underlying events [193, 199].

5.3 Muons

The low energy deposit of muons with the detector material results in a clear experimental
signature. They leave only a small amount of energy in the calorimeters and penetrate the
outermost muon system, in contrast to other physic objects as photons, electron and hadrons.
The muon are reconstructed and identified using the combined information of the inner
detector, the calorimeters and the muon system.
The tracks of muon candidates are reconstructed following the description in Section 5.1.
For the muon system segments of the middle detector layers are used to seed the tracking
algorithm and are extrapolated to the inner and outer layers. For the CSC hit combinations in
the η- and Φ-plane are used as segments, while a straight line fit on hits is used for the MDT.
A global χ2-fit is performed to combine the segments from the different layers to muon track
candidates. Selection criteria based on the quality of the fit and the number of hits are used
to identify a good muon track. The reconstruction of the muon candidates uses one out of
four different algorithms depending on the available information from the different detector
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components [200]. The different algorithms result in four different muon types: Calorimeter-
tagged (CT), segment-tagged (ST), combined (CB) and extrapolated (ME) muons. CT muons
are used in the low η-region with |η |< 0.1. In this region services are located and the muon
system is not fully instrumented. For these muons a track has to be matched with an energy
deposit in the calorimeter compatible with the energy loss of a minimum-ionizing particle.
ST muons candidates have only hits in one layer of the muon system chambers, caused by a
low transverse momentum of the muon or a low acceptance of the region. One inner detector
track candidate has to be matched with at leas one segment in the MDT or CSC for this type.
The reconstruction of CB muons uses hit information of the inner detector and the muon
system. To combine those the muon system track is extrapolated and matched to the track
of the inner detector. The final muon is estimated by a global refit of the hits, which takes
into account the energy loss in the calorimeter. Similarly, a second reconstruction approach
can be used, which extrapolates the inner detector tracks to the muon system. ME muons
are reconstructed for candidates without information from the inner detector. For this type
hits in at least two to three layers of the muon system chambers depending on the region
are required. Additionally, the reconstructed track has to be compatible with an interaction
point, to reduce cosmic muons. To avoid the double use of inner detector tracks, the muon
types are prioritized in the following order CB, ST and CT. In case of an overlap with an
additional ME muon, the fit quality of the track reconstruction and the number of his are used
to select the final muon. The calibration of the transverse momentum of the muon takes into
account several momentum scale and resolution effects. It is preformed separately for tracks
of the inner detector and of the muon system. A limited knowledge of the magnetic field
and the energy loss in the detector affects the muon scale. Inhomogeneities of the magnetic
field, misalignment in the muon system, the spatial resolution of the hit measurement and
multiple scattering spread the momentum resolution. Special runs without the magnetic field
are used to determine the misalignment, while all remaining effects are estimated data-driven
by performing likelihood fits in the invariant mass of J/Ψ → µµ and Z → µµ events.
To suppress the fraction of backgrounds from other object misidentified as muon additional
identification criteria are applied. Three different working points are defined: loose, medium
and tight.
For the loose criteria all muon types are considered. CB muons are required to have at least
three hits in at least two MDT or CSC layers except for the |η | < 0.1 region in which the
requirement is relaxed to one hit. CT and ST muons are only considered for the |η | < 0.1
region. Since the momentum measurement is expected to differ between the inner detector
and the muon system for non-prompt muons, the q/p significance is required to be less than
seven for CB muons. The q/p significance corresponds to the absolute difference between
the ratio of the charge and momentum measured in the inner detector and the muon system
divided by the sum in quadrature of their uncertainties. The requirement to have hits in at
least three MDT or CSC layers and the restriction of 2.5 < |η |< 2.7 is applied on ME muons.
Only CB and ME muons that fulfill the loose requirement are considered for the medium
working point, while only CB muons pass the tight working point. In addition, muons of
the tight working point need to have hits in at least two layers of the muon system and
the χ2-value of the combined track fit has to be smaller than eight. To further increase the
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Figure 5.4: The combined reconstruction and identification efficiency for medium muons (a)
and the muon gradient isolation efficiency (b) as a function of the transverse momentum (pT)
[200].

backgrounds rejection, especially for lower transverse momentum, transverse momentum
cuts depending on the q/p significance and ρ ′ are applied, where ρ ′ is the absolute value
of the difference between the transverse momentum measured by inner detector and the
muon system divided by the transverse momentum of the combined track. The combined
reconstruction and identification efficiency for the medium working point as a function of the
transverse momentum of the muon is given in Figure 5.4 (a). The obtained efficiencies for
J/Ψ → µµ and Z → µµ events are above 98% for the full transverse momentum range.
Similar to the definition for electrons calorimeter- and track-based isolation variables are
defined for muons. For the calorimeter-based isolation the sum of the energies of all topo-
logical clusters in a cone of size ∆R around the muon position is used. The energy in the
cone is corrected for the energy of the muon itself and for contributions from pile-up. The
track-based isolation uses the sum of transverse momenta of the tracks inside a cone of size
∆R around the muon position, excluding the muon tracks. To take into account that for
large transverse momenta other object can be close to the muon a variable cone size is used,
which decrease with increasing momenta: ∆R = min(10 GeV/pT,Rmax), with maximum cone
size Rmax. Figure 5.4 (b) shows the gradient isolation working point used for the analysis
described in Chapter 9. For the gradient isolation working point the relative isolation variable,
defined as the ratio between the calorimeter (track-based) isolation variables and the trans-
verse momentum of the muon are used to reach a certain efficiency. ∆R = 0.2 is used for the
calorimeter-based isolation and Rmax = 0.3 for the track-based isolation. The efficiency of
the working point is around 93% below a transverse momentum of the muon of 40 GeV and
increases for higher values up to 99% above 80 GeV (see Figure 5.4 (b)).
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5.4 Jets

As described in Section 4.3, quarks and gluons produced in proton-proton collision hadronize
to a collimated spray of color-neutral hadrons called jets. Pile-up, underlying events and the
large cross section of QCD interactions result in a large amount of jets. Therefore, a solid and
sophisticated reconstruction of jets is crucial for many analyses.
The reconstruction of jets is based on topological clusters [201] built in the electromagnetic
and hadronic calorimeters. Energy cells with a significant energy contribution of at least four
times the total energy noise are used to seed the cluster finding algorithm [190, 202]. For
the total energy, noise contributions from the readout electronic as well as pile-up noise is
estimated via simulation [203]. The topological clusters are built iteratively around these
cells by adding neighboring cells which fulfill the requirement of at least two times the noise
energy. Overlapping topological clusters are merged together, to avoid the double use of a
cell in two clusters. In a final step, all neighboring cells of the cluster with a positive energy
deposit are added, so that the final cluster has a highly significant cells surrounded by cells
with lower significance. The energy of the constructed cluster is defined as the sum of all
included cells and is measured at the electromagnetic scale. A weighted average of the η-
and Φ-coordinates of the individual cells is used to reconstruct the direction of the cluster.
The resulting four momentum vectors are used as an input for the jet finding algorithms.
For the analysis using the full Run 2 data-set recorded from 2015-2018 the optimized par-
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Figure 5.5: Schematic overview of the particle flow algorithm [204].

ticle flow algorithms is used [204]. A cell-based subtraction to remove overlaps between
momentum and energy measurements of the inner detector and the calorimeters is performed.
Figure 5.5 shows a schematic overview of the particle flow algorithm. First, the tracks of the
inner detector are matched to a single topological cluster in the calorimeter. Based on the
cluster position and the track momentum the expected energy deposit of the particle, which
creates the track, is calculated. Most of the particles deposit energy in multiple clusters. The
algorithm evaluates the probability that the particle deposit energy in multiple clusters for
each of the track-cluster systems. These probabilities are used to decide if additional clusters
has to be added to the system to recover the full shower energy. The expected energy is then
subtracted cell by cell from the clusters. The cluster remains are removed if the remaining
energy of the system is consistent with the expected shower fluctuations of a single particle.
The algorithm is applied iteratively to all tracks, sorted in descending transverse momentum
order. In this way, the tracking and calorimeter information is combined to reconstruct jets
and soft activity in the event. The soft activity is an important input to calculate the missing
transverse momentum described in the Section 5.6. The particle flow algorithms provides

45



5.4 Jets

a list of tracks as well as a list of topological-clusters containing unmodified clusters and
modified clusters after the energy subtraction.
The list of topological jet candidates as well as the particle flow jet candidates is used
separately as an input for the anti-kt algorithms [205] implemented in FASTJET [206] to
reconstruct the final jets for each method. The distances measures between two jet candidates
di j and one candidate and the beamline diB are defined as:

di j = min

(
1

p2
T,i

,
1

p2
T, j

)
·

∆R2
i j

R2 and diB =
1

p2
T,i

, (5.1)

with the transverse momentum of the particle pT,i and pT, j and the geometrical distance ∆Ri j

between them. The radius R defines the size of the jets and is set to 0.4. The reconstruction is
performed iteratively. For all particles di j and diB are calculated. If diB is the smallest value,
particle i is defined as a jet and removed from the input list, while if one of the di j is the
smallest value, the corresponding two particles are replaced by a new merged particle with
pT,i j = pT,i + pT, j. The reconstruction stops when no input particle is left.
The reconstructed jets are corrected to restore the jet energy scale to the energy of a particle-
level jet built from truth particles after the hadronization [207]. The jet four-momenta is
recalculated first to point to the vertex of the hard-scatter process while keeping the energy
fixed. Then the energy is corrected by subtracting contributions from pile-up. The energy
is corrected from the reconstructed energy to the energy of the particle-level jet and for
biases in η due to transitions between different calorimeters or between layers with different
granularity. The energy correction between the reconstructed and particle-level jet include
corrections for the flavor of the parton to minimize differences introduced by the differences
in the fragmention process of quarks and gluons. To account for differences between data
and simulation, correction factors derived in in-situ measurements are used. Figure 5.6 shows
the Φ and η-resolution for reconstructed jets using the topological cluster and for jets using
the particle flow algorithms as a function of the transverse momentum of the jet pT and the
transverse momentum resolution as a function of pT and as a function of |η |. The particle
flow algorithms improves the resolution in the low transverse momentum and low |η | range,
while at high transverse momentum and |η | both algorithms reach a similar resolution.

5.4.1 B-jet tagging

Jets initiated by b-quarks are identified by so called b-tagging techniques. The long lifetime of
hadrons containing b-quarks results in a secondary vertex, which is displaced from the primary
vertex by a few mm. This property is used by the b-tagging algorithm. For the analyses
using the partial Run 2 data-set the MV2c20 algorithm [208, 209] is applied, while analyses
based on the full Run 2 data-set use the DL1r algorithm [210, 211]. The MV2c20 algorithm
identifies b-jet with a multivariate discriminant, which combines complimentary information
from different algorithms: IP2D [209], IP3D [209], vertex-based SV1 [212] and JetFitter
[213]. IP2D and IP3D are based on the transversal and longitudinal impact-parameters d0 and
z0. d0 is defined as the closest distance between a given track and the primary vertex in the
r−Φ plane, while z0 is the difference between the z-coordinate of this point and the primary
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Figure 5.6: The angular resolution of reconstructed jets in η (a) and in Φ (b), as a function
of the transverse momentum of the jet pT and the jet transverse momentum resolution as
function of pT for |η | <1.0 (c) and as a function of |η | (d), estimated in di-jet simulation
[204].

vertex. Those parameters are generally larger for tracks originating from a secondary vertex
compared to tracks from the primary vertex. The DL1 is a deep feed-forward neural network
trained on the same three input algorithms. For both methods, different working point are
defined, which use different cuts on the final discriminant. Tighter working points have a
better background suppression but a lower efficiency. Therefore, the different analysis of this
thesis use individual working points depending on the studied phase space. Figure 5.7 shows
for the 70% single-cut working point a comparison between the efficiency to tag b-jets and
the rejection for other jet types for the different methods. The DL1r method has a slightly
lower efficiency as the MV2c20 method, but the rejection of other jets is higher especially for
jets with a transverse momentum below 500 GeV. Therefore, the DL1r results in a better b-jet
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5.5 Hadronically decaying τ-leptons

to background ratio for analyses with a significant contribution of jets below 500 GeV as the
H→ ττ analysis.
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Figure 5.7: The b-jet tagging efficiency (a), light-flavour jet rejection (b) and c-jet rejection
(c) as a function of the transverse momentum of the jet based on simulated tt̄ events for the
IP3D, SV1, JetFitter, MV2 and DL1 b-tagging algorithms at the 70% single-cut working
point [210].

5.5 Hadronically decaying τ-leptons

Due to their relative short lifetime τ-leptons are not detected as final state objects (see Section
6.1.3). Instead, they are reconstructed based on their visible decay products, excluding for
example neutrinos produced in the decay. 65% of the τ-leptons decay hadronically. Similar
to other processes including hardons this decay will be reconstructed as a jet. In all analyses
discussed in this thesis, the signal includes hadronically decaying τ-leptons and therefore
it is necessary to identify these τ-jets. The decay can be classified into processes with one
charged track (1-prong) with a branching ratio of 72% and three charged tracks (3-prong)
with a branching ratio of 22%. Most of the remaining decays have a kaon in the final state.
Up to three neutral particle are produced in 68% of the decays. The decay products of the
τ-lepton are boosted, so that the τ-jets tend to be highly collimated and consists of a smaller
amount of particles compared to quark/gluon initiated jets.
To reconstruct the τ-lepton an algorithm is seeded with all reconstructed and with the LCW
scheme [215] calibrated jets with a transverse momentum of at least 10 GeV and |η |< 2.5
[202]. Candidates in the transition region with 1.37 < |η |< 1.52 are excluded. The number
of charged tracks found within a cone of ∆R < 0.2 around the jet direction is counted to
classify the decay into 1-prong and 3-prong decays. The reconstructed τ-candidate must not
originate from the selected primary vertex for events with multiple interaction points. The
production vertex of the τ-candidate (TV) is identified among the event vertices to increase
the reconstruction efficiency. The transverse momenta of all tracks within a cone of ∆R < 0.2
around the seed jet direction with pT > 1 GeV and satisfying requirements on the number of
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Figure 5.8: Efficiency to assign the correct vertex in 1-prong τ-lepton decays for the τ-
reconstruction algorithm (red) and the default selected primary vertex (black) as a function of
pτ

T (a) and the number of reconstructed vertices in the event NVtx (b) [214].

hits in the inner detector are summed and the TV is defined as the vertex to which the largest
fraction of this sum is matched. Using the TV instead of the primary vertex improves the
efficiency to assign the correct vertex. In particular, for events with a low pT of the τ-lepton
and for events with a higher number of reconstructed vertices the efficiency is improved, as
shown in Figure 5.8.
The same cone of ∆R < 0.2 is used to calculate the direction to the τ-candidate. Here the
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Figure 5.9: Efficiency for reconstruction of a τ-candidate with 1-prong (red point, black
dashed line) and 3-prong (red triangle, blue solid line) as a function of the transverse momen-
tum of the τ-candidate [214].

TV is used as an origin and the vectorial sum of the topological cluster in the cone is used
assuming that the τ-candidate is massless. The efficiencies for reconstructing a τ-candidate
with 1-prong and 3-prong are shown in Figure 5.9. The efficiencies of 1-prong candidates are
higher as for 3-prong candidates, especially for small values (<70 GeV) and for large values
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(>220 GeV) of the transverse momentum of the candidate. For 1-prong events, the efficiency
is relatively flat with respect to the transverse momentum with approximately 70%, while for
3-prong the efficiency varies between approximately 55 and 70%.
The reconstructed energy of the τ-candidate is calibrated back to the energy of the visible
τ-lepton at particle level. The energy contribution from pile-up is subtracted and the detector
response calibration (DRC) function is applied. DRC corrects for decay products that do not
reach the calorimeter, so that the energy of them is not high enough to create a topological
cluster or are outside the ∆R < 0.2 cone. This correction is calculated based on simulated
events using the particle level visible energy.
A boosted decision tree (BDT) is trained to identify τ-leptons and to suppress the contributions
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Figure 5.10: Inverse of misidentifying a QCD multi-jet as a function of the efficiency for
the τ-lepton identification (a) and the electron likelihood score for τ-candidates (red) and
prompt electrons (black) estimated in Z → ee events (b). The efficiency for events with
1-prong candidates are shown as a blue solid line, while for events with 3-prong candidates
the efficiency is displayed with a dashed black line. The three working point loose, medium
and tight are visualized with red points for 1-prong and with red rectangles for 3-prong events.
[214].

of quark and gluons initiated jets, which mimic a τ-lepton signature [216]. Separated BDTs
are trained for 1-prong and 3-prong decays against di-jet background events using the shower
shape and tracking information. As an input, variables of the tracks and topological clusters
inside the ∆R < 0.2 cone are used. The output scores of the BDTs are then used as an
identification criteria by defining three different working points: loose, medium and tight.
Each working point corresponds to a different identification efficiency and is defined to
not depend on the transverse momentum of the τ-candidate. The continuous identification
efficiency and the three working points are shown in Figure 5.10 (a) for 1-prong and 3-prong
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τ-candidates. The working points of 1-prong τ-leptons are defined closer to each other as
for 3-prong events. The loose working point for 1-prong events has a similar efficiency as
the medium working point for 3-prong events, while the two tight working points are defined
with a similar efficiency. Especially for 1-prong τ-candidates, electrons with similar detector
signatures as charged pions are an important background. The contribution of these events is
suppressed using a likelihood-based rejection algorithm based on a discriminator developed
for electron identification [217, 218], which is shown in Figure 5.10 (b).

5.6 Missing transverse energy

The missing transverse energy Emiss
T can be grouped into real and fake contributions. Real

Emiss
T is created by particles, which do not interact with the detector, as the neutrinos of the SM

but also potential beyond the SM particles interacting only via the weak interaction. The fake
contribution can be associated with energy mismeasurements, particles which penetrate the
detector in regions with low acceptance, pile-up or particles which are not detected because
of the limited reconstruction efficiency of the detector.
The missing transverse energy can be reconstructed by using the measurement of all detected
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particles and momentum conservation transverse to the beam line [219, 220]. All tracks
from reconstructed particles but also non-matched tracks originating from the primary vertex
are considered. The vector of the missing transverse momentum is defined as the negative
vectorial sum of the transverse momenta ~pT of all these objects, where the contribution of
reconstructed objects is called hard term, while the remaining objects are summarized as
the soft term. The soft terms covers underlying event activity, soft radiations from the hard
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interaction and contribution from pile-up events. Finally, the vectorial missing transverse
energy is the sum of the hard and soft term:

~Emiss
T =− ∑

i∈obj
~pT,i︸ ︷︷ ︸

hard term

− ∑
j∈track

~pT,j︸ ︷︷ ︸
soft term

, (5.2)

with i running over all reconstructed objects and j over all tracks which are not associated
with an object. ETmiss is then defined as the magnitude of this vector:

Emiss
T = |~Emiss

T |=
√
(Emiss

x )
2
+
(
Emiss

y
)2
. (5.3)

A priority order for overlapping objects is used, to avoid double counting of energy deposits
in the hard term. The order is electrons, photons, hadronically decaying τ-leptons and jets.
Therefore, all electrons are used to reconstruct the missing transverse energy, while other
objects are only used if they do not overlay with any already included object. Some muons,
which are typically reconstructed with the MS- and ID-tracks only (see Section 5.3), can have
large deposits in the calorimeters and therefore be reconstructed as jets. For these cases, but
also for jets which overlap only marginal with other objects, a corrected energy estimation is
used, which is described in Reference [219]. Figure 5.11 shows the resolution of the missing
transverse energy estimated in simulated W → eν , W → µν and tt events. The best resolution
is achieved in W → eν events, followed by a slightly higher resolution of W → µν events,
while the resolution for tt events is approximately 150% of the resolution estimated for the
other processes.

5.7 Invariant mass of di-τ system

The invariant mass of the di-τ system is an important discriminant in H → ττ analyses. The
mass is able to distinguish between the irreducible background from Z → ττ events and the
signal. The mass of the instable di-τ system (see Section 5.5) is reconstructed from the decay
products. The decay of τ-lepton includes at least one undetected neutrino. These invisible
decay product has to be considered in the mass reconstruction of the Higgs boson candidate.
The two approaches used in this thesis to reconstruct the invariant mass of the di-τ system are
described in this section.

Visible mass The visible mass approach uses only the visible decay products of the τ-
leptons to calculate the invariant mass of the di-τ-system, so that the contributions of the
missing energy are neglected. This results in a shift of the invariant mass towards lower values.
The visible mass of the di-τ-system mvis

ττ is defined as:

mvis
ττ =

√(
Eτ1, vis +Eτ2, vis

)2 −
(
~pτ1, vis +~pτ2, vis

)2
, (5.4)

with the reconstructed energy of the two visible τ-leptons Eτ1(2), vis and their reconstructed
visible momentum ~pτ1(2), vis .
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Collinear approximation The collinear approximation described in Reference [221] uses
the assumption that the invisible decay products are emitted in the same direction as the
visible system and that these decay products are the only source of missing transverse
momentum in the event. Using the measurement of the missing transverse energy ~Emiss

T =
(Emiss

x ,Emiss
y ) and the transverse momentum of the visible decay products of the τ-leptons

~pvis
T,1(2) = (pvis

x,1(2), pvis
y,1(2)) the fraction of τ-momenta carried by the visible decay products can

be expressed as:

x1,(2) =
pvis

x,2 pvis
y,1 − pvis

y,2 pvis
x,1

pvis
x,2 pvis

y,1 +(−)Emiss
x pvis

x,1(2)− pvis
y,2 pvis

x,1 − (+)Emiss
y pvis

x,1(2)

. (5.5)

The collinear mass of the di-τ system can be constructed using the assumption of massless
leptons with the invariant mass of the visible system mvis and the momentum fractions x1,(2):

mcoll
ττ =

mvis√
x1x2

. (5.6)

The method provides a good resolution for boosted topologies, while for topologies in which
the collinear approximation is not valid the invariant mass is overestimated. For back-to-back
topologies of the decay products (~pvis

T,1 ≈−~pvis
T,2) Equation 5.5 becomes degenerate, resulting

in unphysical values for x1,(2) and too high values of the invariant mass. Figure 5.12 shows
the normalized distribution of the reconstructed di-τ-mass in the collinear approximation
for H → τlτl and Z → ττ events in the boosted and VBF inclusive signal categories of the
H → ττ analysis based on the 2015 and 2016 data set described in Chapter 9. The collinear
approximation is able to reconstructed the Z boson mass to 100.2 GeV in the boosted and
to 99.7 GeV in the VBF category, while the reconstructed masses for the Higgs boson are
126.3 GeV and 124.7 GeV, respectively. The values in the boosted category are slightly
higher than in the VBF category for both processes showing a systematic impact of the event
selection on the collinear assumption. The resolution for the Higgs boson mass is slightly
smaller in the VBF category with 18.9 GeV than in the boosted category with 21.1 GeV, while
the resolution for the Z boson mass are very similar with 20.5 GeV in the VBF category and
19.6 GeV in the boosted category.

Missing mass calculator The missing mass calculator (MMC) [223] can be used in any
di-τ-decay topology, since it does not use the collinear assumption. The method estimates the
most probable kinematic configuration of the invisible system by using probability density
functions for the τ-decay properties. By assuming a perfect detector resolution and no
additional neutrinos in the event, the full reconstruction of the event topology requires the
determination between six and eight unknown variables depending on the decay mode of the
di-τ system. These observables are the components of the invisible momenta pmiss

1(2) of the
two τ-neutrinos and the invariant mass of the neutrino system for each leptonically decaying
τ-lepton (mmiss

1(2)). To estimate the variables, mass-shell requirements can be used, which result
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Figure 5.12: Normalized distribution of the reconstructed di-τ-mass in the collinear approxi-
mation for H → τlτl and Z → ττ events in the boosted inclusive (a) and VBF inclusive (b)
signal categories of the H → ττ analysis based on the 2015 and 2016 data set (see Chapter 9)
[222].
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(5.7)

For hadronically decaying τ-leptons only one massless neutrino is produced in the final
state, so that in Equation 5.7 mmiss

1(2) is set to zero. Since these requirements are not sufficient
to estimate all unknown variables, probability density functions (PDFs) depending on the
τ-decay kinematics are used by the MMC algorithm to find the best solution. Simulations
are used to estimate these PDFs and a scan over the unknown variables of the neutrino
system is performed. The resolution of the missing transverse momentum has an impact on
the performance of the MMC. To take this dependency into account, additional scans over
(Emiss

x ,Emiss
y ) are performed and each scan point is weighted with a Gaussian probability

depending on the scalar sum of all transverse energy deposits in the calorimeter. For each scan
point of the MMC algorithm Equation 5.7 is solved and the solution is weighted according to
the event likelihood calculated for these τ-decay kinematics. The solution corresponding to
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5.7 Invariant mass of di-τ system

the maximum of the weighted solutions for each scan is used as the final estimate for the di-τ
mass mMMC

ττ . In rare cases between 1 and 3% of events with large fluctuations in the missing
energy measurement the MMC algorithms can fail to find a solution.
Table 5.1 compares the reconstructed di-τ-mass of the MMC method with mvis

ττ and mcoll
ττ for

mH→ττ [GeV] σH→ττ [GeV] mZ→ττ [GeV] σZ→ττ [GeV] mH→ττ−mZ→ττ√
σ2

H→ττ
+σ2

Z→ττ

mvis
ττ 74.9 15.8 59.3 14.6 0.73

mcoll
ττ 125.6 20.2 98.3 21.7 0.92

mMMC
ττ 123.5 16.2 96.7 17.5 1.04

Table 5.1: Mean and RMS values for the mass of the di-τ-system for the H→ ττ and Z → ττ

process using the visible mass, collinear approximation and the MMC method in the H → τlτh
final state preselection of the analysis based on the 2015 and 2016 data set (see Chapter 9).
The right column shows the separation power of the two processes [224].

the H→ ττ and Z → ττ processes in the H → τlτh final state preselection of the analysis based
on the 2015 and 2016 data set (see Chapter 9). The table shows the clear bias of the visible
mass towards lower values due to the neglected contribution of the missing transverse energy,
while the values of mcoll

ττ and mMMC
ττ are relatively close to each other. For both processes, the

best resolution is achieved for mvis
ττ , since the resolution does not consider the systematic shift

of the mean value. The resolution of mMMC
ττ is smaller for both processes compared to mcoll

ττ .
The highest separation power of the two processes with 1.04 is achieved for mMMC

ττ , followed
by mcoll

ττ with 0.92 and mvis
ττ with 0.73. Figure 5.13 shows the corresponding normalized

(a) (b)

Figure 5.13: Normalized distribution of the reconstructed di-τ-mass using the visible mass
(black), the collinear approximation (red) and the MMC method (blue) for H → ττ (a) and
Z → ττ (b) events in the H → τlτh preselection of the analysis based on the 2015 and 2016
data set (see Chapter 9) [224].

contributions of different mass approximations summarized in Table 5.1.
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6 PHYSICS PROCESSES

This section summarizes the physics processes relevant for this thesis. All processes are either
included as signal or background processes in the different analyses. The analyses discussed
in this thesis compare the SM predictions simulated with Monte Carlo event generators with
data recorded by the ATLAS experiment. Therefore, the targeted signal processes but also
background processes with similar signature as the signal process have to be considered.
The used Monte Carlo event generators and their precision are described in Section 4.5.
Background processes can be grouped into reducible and irreducible processes. Reducible
backgrounds have a different final state than the signal process, but misidentification of
physics objects and limitations in the resolution of the detector e.g. the estimation of the
missing transverse energy, can lead to a misidentification of the event as a signal process.
This type of background can be suppressed by tightening the event selection to a topology, in
which the probability for the misidentification is smaller. Irreducible backgrounds have the
same final state signature as the signal process and are therefore difficult to suppress. Here,
kinematic properties can be used to differentiate signal and background processes. In the
H → ττ analysis the Z → ττ process is an irreducible background, which can be distinguished
from the signal using the reconstructed mass of the di-τ-system.

(a) Production modes (b) Branching ratios

Figure 6.1: Cross sections for the main production modes of the Higgs boson at a center-of-
mass energy

√
s of 13 TeV (a) and branching fraction of the main decay channels of the Higgs

boson (b), as a function of the Higgs boson mass MH [27].



6.1 Higgs boson production and decay

6.1 Higgs boson production and decay

6.1.1 Higgs boson production modes

Several physics processes contribute to the Higgs boson production, which can be classified
by the phenomenology and their cross section. The dominant production modes at the LHC
are visualized in Figure 6.2 as Feynman diagrams and their cross section as a function of
the Higgs boson mass MH is shown in Figure 6.1 (a). The gluon fusion ggF production
has the largest cross section of 48.5 pb at a center-of-mass energy

√
s of 13 TeV and MH =

125.09 GeV [27]. The Higgs boson is produced via a quark q loop, in which the heavy top t
and bottom b quarks are the preferred ones, since the coupling strength is proportional to the
mass of the fermions.
The second leading production mode is vector boson fusion V BF with a cross section of

t,b

g

g

H

W,Z

W,Z

q

q

q’

q’

H

(a) gluon fusion (b) vector boson fusion

W,Z

q̄’

W,Zq

H g

t

g
t̄

H

(c) Higgs Strahlung
(d) associated

production with top
quarks

Figure 6.2: Dominant Higgs boson production processes at the LHC visualized by leading-
order Feynman diagrams. The diagrams are ordered by decreasing cross sections: Gluon
fusion ggF (a), vector boson fusion V BF (b), Higgs Strahlung V H (c) and associated produc-
tion with top quarks ttH (d).

3.8 pb at
√

s = 13 TeV and MH = 125.09 GeV [27]. Two quarks interact via the exchange of
weak gauge bosons, which fuse into a Higgs boson. Therefore, two jets with a high invariant
mass m j j and a large difference in pseudorapidity ∆η j j are present in the final state.
The Higgs Strahlung is the production of a Higgs boson in association with a weak gauge
boson V H and has a cross section of 2.2 pb at

√
s = 13 TeV and MH = 125.09 GeV [27]. A

quark annihilates with an anti-quark into a weak gauge boson, which radiates a Higgs boson.
The associated production of a Higgs boson with a top quark pair ttH with a cross section
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6.1 Higgs boson production and decay

of 0.5 pb at
√

s = 13 TeV and MH = 125.09 GeV [27] is an order of magnitude smaller
compared to the other production modes, due to the high invariant mass which is required to
produce the heavy top quarks.

6.1.2 Higgs boson decay modes

The Higgs boson H decays into the massive weak bosons V and massive fermions f . The
coupling strength to V is proportional to the squared mass of the bosons, while it is propor-
tional to the fermion mass for f (see Section 2.3).
The dominant fermion decay modes are H → bb, H → τ+τ−, H → cc and H → µ+µ− (see
Figure 6.3 (a)) and the possible bosonic decays are H →WW ∗, H → ZZ∗, H → gg, H → Zγ∗

and H → γγ . For bosonic decay modes the Higgs boson decays directly into massive vector
bosons, while the decay into massless particles is realized via a fermion or massive gauge
boson loop (see Figure 6.3 (b-d)).
The branching ratio as a function of the Higgs boson mass MH is shown in Figure 6.1 (b).
The dominant decay modes for a Higgs boson with a mass of 125.09 GeV are H → bb with a
branching ratio of 57.7% and H →WW ∗ with a branching ratio of 21.5%. The main focus of
this thesis is the H → τ+τ− decay mode with a branching ratio of 6.3%.

H

f

f̄

tH

g

g

(a) H → f f̄ (b) H → gg

H

V

V

WH

γ(Z)

γ

(c) H →VV ∗ (d) H → γγ(Z)

Figure 6.3: Dominant Higgs boson decay modes visualized by leading-order Feynman
diagrams: H → f f̄ (a), H → gg (b), H →VV ∗ (c) and H → γγ(Z) (d) via a W boson loop.

6.1.3 The ττ-decay mode

The τ-lepton has a relative short life-time (2.9·10−13 s [47]) and decays before it interacts
with the detector. Therefore, only the decay products of the τ-leptons are measured in the
ATLAS experiment. The decay of the τ-lepton is shown in Figure 6.4, while Figure 6.5 (a)
summarizes the branching fractions of the τ-decay modes. The decay modes can be grouped
into a leptonic decay mode with a light lepton flavor (e,µ) and two neutrinos (ντ ,νe,µ ) in
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6.2 W/Z boson production in association with jets

W−τ−

ντ

e−,µ−,d

ν̄e,ν̄µ ,ū

Figure 6.4: Feynman diagram of a τ−-lepton decaying via a W− boson into light leptons
([e−,νe], [µ−,νµ ]) or into quarks ([d, ū]), which hadronize to pions (π) or kaons (κ).
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(a) Branching ratios of the τ-lepton (b) Branching ratios of the di-τ-system

Figure 6.5: Branching ratios of the decay modes of the τ-lepton (a) and the di-τ-system (b)
[47].

the final state and into a hadronic decay mode with pions (π) or kaons (κ) and a τ-neutrino
(ντ ) in the final state. The hadronic decay mode has a branching fraction of 65% [47]. A
di-τ-system has three different decay modes: τhτh where both τ-leptons decay hadronically,
τlτl where both τ-leptons decay leptonically and τlτh where one τ-lepton decays leptonically
and one hadronically. The τlτl decay mode can be additionally grouped into the same-flavor
channel (τeτe + τµτµ ), in which both τ-leptons decay into the same light lepton, and the
different-flavor channel (τeτµ ), in which the τ-leptons decay into light leptons with different
flavors. The branching ratio of the di-τ-lepton decay modes are summarized in Figure 6.5 (b).

6.2 W/Z boson production in association with jets

Exemplary Feynman diagrams for the W/Z boson production with up to two associated jets
are shown in Figure 6.6. The vector boson can either decay hadroncically resulting in jets in
the final state or leptonically into electrons, muons or τ-leptons.
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Figure 6.6: Vector boson production of a Z boson (top) and of a W± boson (bottom) in
association with jets visualized by Feynman diagrams. From left to right the number of jets is
increasing from zero jets to two jets.

6.3 Di-boson production

Di-boson events can be produced by WW -, ZZ- or WZ-production. The vector boson decays
either leptonically or hadronically resulting in leptons and jets in the final state. Figure 6.7
shows exemplary Feynman diagrams for different di-boson production modes.

Z

q̄

q

W±

W±
W±

q̄’

q

Z

W±
q

q̄

Z

Z

(a) WW -di-boson (b) WZ-di-boson (c) ZZ-di-boson

Figure 6.7: Vector boson pair production visualized by Feynman diagrams.

6.4 QCD multi-jet production

The cross sections for various QCD processes with outgoing quarks and gluons are large
at the LHC. Color-charged particles hadronize and produce events with several jets in the
final state. These jets can be misidentified as τ-leptons or lighter leptons, so that these events
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6.5 Single top quark and top quark pair production

are an important background for analyses with a τ-lepton in the signal process. Figure 6.8
summarizes exemplary Feynman diagrams for QCD multi-jet production.
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Figure 6.8: QCD multi-jet production in QCD processes with two jets visualized by Feynman
diagrams.

6.5 Single top quark and top quark pair production

The single top quark production is shown in Figure 6.9 (a-c) and can be produced in the
s-channel, t-channel, or in association with a W boson. The top quark preferably decays into
a bottom quark and a W boson.
In the top quark pair production both top quarks decay into a bottom quark or a W boson.
Exemplary Feynman diagrams are shown in Figure 6.9 (d-e).
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Figure 6.9: Single top quark production (top) and top quark pair production (bottom) visual-
ized by Feynman diagrams.
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7 EXPERIMENTAL METHODS

7.1 Simplified Template Cross Section

The measurement of Simplified Template Cross Sections (STXS) is a common strategy of the
ATLAS and CMS experiments to study the Higgs boson properties and is described in detail in
Reference [27]. The measurements of the signal strength (µ) and coupling strength (κ) make
use of kinematics predicted by the SM and extrapolate from the measured phase space to the
global phase space. Both increase the impact of theoretical uncertainties on the determination
of cross sections and dependencies on the underlying physics model. Furthermore, the
coupling strength and the signal strength are normalized to the SM prediction (κ = gobs/gSM ,
µ = σobs/σSM).
The STXS technique allows the reduction of theoretical dependencies, which are directly

Event categories
(reconstruction level)

H → ττ V BF

Boosted

...

H → γγ ...

...

...

STXS Bins
(particle level)

ggF

EW qqH

...

N j = 0

N j = 1

N j ≥ 2

VH like

VBF like

Rest

pH
T < 60 GeV

...

...

pH j j
T < 25 GeV

...

Interpretation

(SM)EFT

specific BSM

...

Figure 7.1: Schematic overview of the STXS framework, including the input from event
selection (left), the measured cross-sections as the main result of the STXS (mid) and a list of
possible interpretations based on the STXS results (right).

folded into the measurements. The parameters of interest are cross sections of exclusive
regions of phase space for specific production modes defined on particle-level and will be
referred to as STXS bins throughout the rest of the thesis. The definitions of these STXS bins
are motivated by minimizing the dependence on theoretical uncertainties, maximizing the
experimental sensitivity and isolating possible effects from BSM-physics.
The STXS bins are defined in different stages. Stage 0 is targeting inclusive production
mode cross sections, while Stage 1 defines regions of phase space with a finer granularity
to decrease the model dependence and increase the sensitivity to deviations from the SM
predictions in specific phase space regions. In addition to Stage 1, a Stage 1.2 is defined,
which is an optimized version of Stage 1 to further increase the granularity and reduce the
impact of theoretical uncertainties. It was defined after the first round of publications of STXS
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Stage 1 measurements with the partial Run 2 data set recorded from 2015 to 2016 and is used
for the measurements with the full Run 2 data set recorded from 2015 to 2018.
A simplified schematic overview of the STXS definition is given in Figure 7.1. On the
left-hand side the analysis event categories are shown, which are enriched with specific Higgs
boson production processes and defined on reconstruction level. The event selection should
be optimized to increase the sensitivity to STXS bins. The center of Figure 7.1 illustrates the
part of the STXS method, which is determined by a global fit using the analysis categories
and is the main result of the STXS measurement: Cross sections per production mode, split
into exclusive kinematic STXS bins are defined on particle-level.
These STXS measurements are used as an input for subsequent interpretations, which are
shown in Figure 7.1 on the right-hand side, such as the test of specific models for BSM physics
and the estimation of Wilson coefficients in SMEFT (see Section 2.5), of signal strength
modifiers or of coupling scale factors κ . The last two of these examples provide compatibility
with earlier measurements. The experimental results should quote the full covariance matrix
among the different STXS bins. In this way, the theoretical uncertainties of individual models
can be included in the interpretation step to ensure a long-term usability of the measurements.
The STXS measurement has some similarity to differential cross section measurements, but
it combines the advantages of signal strength, fiducial and differential measurements, by
allowing the combination of different analyses, increasing the granularity of the measurement
and the reducing the dependency of the measurement on theoretical uncertainties.

7.1.1 Object definition

The global fit unfolds the measured number of events in the event selections on reconstruction
level to the cross section in STXS bins defined on particle level. Thus, the final state objects
on particle level need to be defined unambiguously for the measured bins and theoretical
predictions from either analytic calculations or simulations. Within the STXS framework
simple definitions of the final state objects are used. The Higgs boson is treated as a final state
object to allow the combination of analyses exploiting different decay modes.

Higgs boson The STXS approach requires an on-shell Higgs boson. A requirement on the
rapidity of Higgs boson yH with |yH |< 2.5 is applied, since current measurements are not
sensitive beyond this rapidity range.

Leptons Electrons and muons originating from decays of vector bosons are required to be
“dressed”, meaning that the momenta of final state radiated photons are added back to the
momenta of them. τ-leptons are defined by the sum of their decay products. There are no
restrictions on the transverse momentum or on the pseudorapidity of the leptons, such that for
a leptonically decaying weak vector boson the full phase space is included.

Jets The STXS particle level jets are defined as anti-kt jets with a jet radius of R = 0.4 and
are built from all stable particles, including neutrinos, photons and leptons from hadronic
decays or produced in the shower. Stable particles are defined by requiring a lifetime larger
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7.1 Simplified Template Cross Section

than 10 ps, corresponding to the required value for a particle to pass GEANT 4 [109] in
the experimental simulation. Decay products of Higgs bosons are not considered, due to its
definition as a final state particle. Leptons and neutrinos originating from weak vector boson
are removed and treated separately, while decay products from hadronically decaying weak
vector bosons are included in the jet finding algorithm. The particle level jets are defined
without a requirement on their pseudorapidity, but requiring a minimum transverse momentum
pT of 30 GeV, to reduce the extrapolation in the measurements.

7.1.2 STXS Stage 0

The Stage 0 definition of the STXS framework is targeting the inclusive production mode cross
sections of the Higgs boson (H) and is summarized in Figure 7.2. The definitions of production
modes differ slightly from the definitions used in previous measurements at the LHC. The
V H production mode is explicitly defined as Higgs boson production in association with a
leptonically decaying vector boson (V ), while electroweak EW qqH production comprises the
V BF Higgs boson production and the V (→ qq)H production with hadronically decaying V .
Similarly, the ggZ(→ qq)H production mode, in which the Z boson decays hadronically, is
included in the ggF production mode. This definition takes into account that the V H and V BF
processes and similarly the ggZH and ggF production become ambiguous when including
higher order QCD corrections if the vector boson V decays hadronically. For the EW qqH
and V H production modes the information of sub-production modes is stored to allow a
comparison to the previous measurements. Therefore, the EW qqH is split into V (→ qq)H
and V BF , while the V H production mode is split into quark and gluon initiated events and
into production associated with a Z and W boson.

ggF EW qqH V H ttH bbH tH

V BF

V (→ qq)H

qq̄ →WH

qq̄ → ZH

gg → ZH

Figure 7.2: Schematic overview of the STXS bins defined at Stage 0.

7.1.3 STXS Stage 1

At Stage 1 the inclusive production mode STXS bins of the Stage 0 are split further, based
on different kinematic properties of the event such as the jet multiplicity N j or the transverse
momentum of the Higgs boson pH

T . This Section will give an overview of STXS bins at
Stage 1.

EW qqH STXS bins at Stage 1 The EW qqH STXS bins at STXS Stage 1 are shown in
Figure 7.3. The phase space is split into two different transverse momentum regions of the
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leading jet at p j1
T = 200 GeV. The lower phase space is expected to be dominated by SM-like

events, while the high STXS bin should be sensitive to potential BSM contributions. The
lower phase space is split into a VBF-like, VH-like and rest phase space.
The VBF like STXS bin requires N j ≥ 2, an invariant mass of the di-jet system of the two

EW qqH (V BF + V (→ qq)H)

p j1
T < 200 GeV 200 GeV ≤ p j1

T

N j ≥2 and VBF cuts N j ≥2 and VH cuts Rest

pH j j
T < 25 GeV

25 GeV≤ pH j j
T

transverse momentum
of the leading jet

topology cuts

absolute value of the
vectorial sum of the

transverse momentum

Figure 7.3: Stage 1 STXS bins for the EW qqH production mode. The melon filled boxes
refer to STXS bins, while the orange ones are only given to group the STXS bins.

jets with the largest transverse momentum of m j j ≥ 400 GeV and an absolute difference
between the η-values of the jets of ∆η j j = |η j1 −η j2 | ≥ 2.8, where j2 corresponds to the sub-
leading jet. It is defined as a compromise between the various VBF event categories used by
different ATLAS and CMS analyses. This phase space is split into two STXS bins at pH j j

T =

25 GeV, where pH j j
T is the absolute value of the vectorial sum of the transverse momentum:

pH j j
T = |~pH

T +~p j1
T +~p j2

T |. This split mimics a separation into an exclusive 2-jet-like and an
inclusive 3-jet-like phase space. Several analyses of ATLAS and CMS use similar kinematic
variables to enrich the V BF production mode, so that this split reduces the extrapolation from
the event categories to the measure phase space.
The VH like STXS bin is defined as a typical topology of associated vector boson production
with a hadronically decaying vector boson by requiring N j ≥ 2 and 60 ≤ m j j < 120 GeV.
The rest bin contains all events of the remaining phase space, including the N j = 0 phase
space and could be sensitive to certain BSM contributions, which do not follow the typical
SM V BF signature of two forward jets.

ggF STXS bins at Stage 1 An overview of the current STXS Stage 1 definition for the
ggF production mode is given in Figure 7.4. The phase space is split into N j = 0, 1 and ≥2.
These splits are motivated by their use in the experimental analyses and by the reduction of
the uncertainty for extrapolating such measurements to a more inclusive phase space.
Additionally, the N j ≥ 2 phase space is split into a VBF like and a non-VBF like phase space.
The VBF-like phase space is defined in the same way as for the EW qqH production mode
at Stage 1, using the requirements m j j > 400 GeV and ∆η j j ≥ 2.8. The requirement of
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Figure 7.4: Stage 1 STXS bins for the ggF production mode. The turquoise filled boxes refer
to STXS bins, while the blue ones are only given to group the STXS bins.

pH
T < 200 GeV is applied on the VBF-like phase space to give priority to the STXS bin with

pH
T ≥ 200 GeV and without a VBF-like topology. The VBF-like phase space is split into two

STXS bins, where one is an exclusive 2-jet-like STXS bin (pH j j
T < 25 GeV) and the other an

inclusive 3-jet-like bin (pH j j
T ≥ 25 GeV). These two STXS bins are defined to measure the

ggF contamination in VBF event categories. This contamination can introduce correlations
between EW qqH and ggF STXS bins. By the separated definition of these STXS bins the
correlation is absorbed into these STXS bins and reduced for the remaining ggF STXS bins.
The N j = 1 and ≥ 2 phase space regions are split according to pH

T . The STXS bin with 0
≤ pH

T < 60 GeV has the highest expected number of events of all ggF STXS bins. The upper
threshold is chosen to give a more even split of events between the 0 ≤ pH

T < 60 GeV and
60 ≤ pH

T < 120 GeV STXS bins, while it is high enough such that no resummation effects
are expected. Furthermore, the threshold is sufficient to introduce a negligible bias from the
pH

T requirement. The STXS bin with 60 ≤ pH
T < 120 GeV remains from the split into a low

and a high region of pH
T . Here, the lower threshold is high enough for the STXS bin to be

treated as a hard Higgs boson production with an associated jet system in the theoretical
description. The STXS bin with 120 ≤ pH

T < 200 GeV avoids large extrapolations and it
provides in the case of N j = 2 a substantial part of the ggF production contribution in the
event category designed for V (→ qq)H production. The STXS bins beyond the top quark
mass mt = 171 GeV (pH

T ≥ 200 GeV) allow the top quark loop to be on-shell such that top
quark mass effects become relevant. These high pH

T STXS bins ensure the usability of the
heavy-top expansion for the lower pH

T STXS bins and offer the possibility to distinguish a
point-like gluon fusion vertex induced by heavier BSM particles in the loop from the resolved
top quark loop.

V H STXS bins at Stage 1 The V H STXS Stage 1 definition for events with a leptonically
decaying vector boson i shown in Figure 7.5. The three inclusive production mode STXS bins
of Stage 0 are split according to N j and the transverse momentum of the vector boson pV

T .
Both qq → V H STXS bins are split at pV

T = 150 and 250 GeV. The resulting intermediate
bin with 150 ≤ pV

T < 250 GeV is additionally split into events with N j = 0 and events with
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N j ≥ 1. The values of pV
T used in the split are oriented at quantities used in the H → bb

analysis, which is the most sensitive analyses for the V H STXS bins. The STXS bins with
pV

T < 150 GeV include events of the bosonic decay modes and events from H → bb with
W → lν or Z → ll +νν , which do not rely on the missing transverse energy triggers. The
intermediate pV

T STXS bins are dominated by events from H → bb with Z → νν due to the
high threshold of the missing transverse energy trigger. The N j split is introduced to reflect
the different experimental sensitivities and to avoid the corresponding theory dependencies.
The high pV

T bins have the highest sensitivity to BSM effects. The gg → ZH production phase
space is split in the same way except for the split into a high and intermediate pV

T bin.

V H (V H → (lep)H)

qq̄ →V H gg → ZH

W → lν Z → ll +νν̄

pV
T < 150 GeV

150≤ pV
T < 250 GeV

N j = 0

N j ≥ 1

250 GeV ≤ pV
T

pV
T < 150 GeV

150≤ pV
T < 250 GeV

N j = 0

N j ≥ 1

250 GeV ≤ pV
T

pV
T < 150 GeV

150 GeV ≤ pV
T

N j = 0

N j ≥ 1

production mode

jet multiplicity

transverse momentum
of the vector boson

Figure 7.5: Stage 1 STXS bins for the V H production mode. The light green filled boxes
refer to STXS bins, while the dark green ones are only given to group the STXS bins.

Further production modes at Stage 1 The STXS Stage 0 bins for the remaining production
modes ttH, bbH and tH are not further split at Stage 1.

7.1.4 STXS Stage 1.2

The STXS Stage 1 definition was optimized after the first round of publication using the
data sets recorded in 2015 and 2016. The definition was modified to harmonize the STXS
bins across the EW qqH and ggF production modes and to match the event categories of the
analyses better. The increased statistics of the data recorded from 2015 to 2018 allows to
measure STXS bins with a finer granularity compared to the previous measurements, so that
the several STXS bins at Stage 1 are further split into finer regions of phase space at Stage
1.2.
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EW qqH STXS bins at Stage 1.2 An overview of the current STXS Stage 1.2 definition for
the EW qqH production mode is given in Figure 7.6. The definitions of the STXS bins are
changed to harmonize them with the kinematic variables used for the ggF production mode
and to optimize the definition further to reduce extrapolation uncertainties in different regions
of phase space.
Compared to Stage 1 the split in a low and high region of p j1

T is replaced by a split in pH
T ,

which is only applied to the VBF like phase space. The definition of the VBF like phase
space is simplified compared to the previous definition by removing the ∆η j j requirement
and lowering the m j j threshold to 350 GeV. In addition to the split at pH j j

T = 25 GeV a split
at m j j = 700 GeV is introduced to define high m j j bins for analyses using the H → bb decay,
which have no sensitivity to the regions of phase space with lower m j j. This results into eight
different VBF like STXS bins instead of the two defined at Stage 1.
In addition to the VBF-like phase space, the rest bin of Stage 1 was redefined. The rest bin
is split into N j and m j j bins for events with N j ≥ 2. This allows to account for the different
experimental sensitivities in these regions and to reduce model dependencies and extrapolation
uncertainties. The requirements on VH-like STXS bin is a simplified compared to Stage 1 by
simply requiring with 60 ≥ m j j < 120 GeV.

EW qqH (V BF + V H(→ qq)H)

N j=0N j=1N j ≥2

m j j <60 GeV

60 ≤ m j j <120 GeV

120 ≤ m j j <350 GeV

350 GeV≤ m j j

350 ≤ m j j <700 GeV 700 GeV≤ m j j

pH
T < 200 GeV 200 GeV≤ pH

T pH
T < 200 GeV 200 GeV≤ pH

T

pH j j
T < 25 GeV

25 GeV≤ pH j j
T

pH j j
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25 GeV≤ pH j j
T

pH j j
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25 GeV≤ pH j j
T

jet multiplicity

transverse mass of
di-τ-system

transvers momentum
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absolute value of the
vectorial sum of the

transverse momentum

Figure 7.6: Stage 1.2 STXS bins for the EW qqH production mode. The melon filled boxes
refer to STXS bins, while the orange ones are only given to group the STXS bins.

ggF STXS bins at Stage 1.2 An overview of the current STXS Stage 1.2 definition for the
ggF production mode is given in Figure 7.7. The STXS bin definitions in the N j = 0, high
pH

T and ggF VBF-like phase space regions are changed compared to Stage 1.
The N j = 0 STXS bin is split into two pH

T slices at 10 GeV. This threshold is defined to collect
N j = 1 events with a low transverse momentum of the jet p j

T . In these events, the probability
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to not reconstruct a jet is high compared to phase spaces with higher p j
T . The split ensures

that the lower pH
T N j = 0 STXS bin is rather pure, while the contamination of N j = 1 events

are absorbed in the higher pH
T N j = 0 STXS bin.

The VBF like STXS bin requirements are redefined for the STXS bins with pH
T < 200 GeV to

account for the new EW qqH STXS bins at Stage 1.2. The VBF like phase space is defined
with m j j ≥ 350 GeV and is split into four STXS bins at m j j = 700 GeV and pH j j

T = 25 GeV
to mirror the EW qqH STXS bins.
In the phase space region with pH

T ≥ 200 GeV the jet multiplicity split is removed compared to
Stage 1. The jet multiplicity is not well-defined in such a high boosted phase space region. Jets
in this boosted topology will overlap in the detector and cannot be experimentally resolved
from each other. Instead, a finer granularity in pH

T is introduced by splitting at pH
T = 300, 450

and 650 GeV.
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T

N j=0 N j=1 N j ≥2

pH
T < 60 GeV

60 ≤ pH
T < 120 GeV

120 ≤ pH
T < 200 GeV

pH
T < 10 GeV

10 GeV≤ pH
T

m j j <350 GeV 350 GeV≤ m j j <

pH
T < 60 GeV

60 ≤ pH
T < 120 GeV

120 ≤ pH
T < 200 GeV

350 ≤ m j j <700 GeV

700 GeV≤ m j j

pH j j
T < 25 GeV

25 GeV≤ pH j j
T

pH j j
T < 25 GeV

25 GeV≤ pH j j
T200 ≤ pH

T < 300 GeV

300 ≤ pH
T < 450 GeV

450 ≤ pH
T < 650 GeV

650 GeV≤ pH
T

jet multiplicity

transverse momentum
of the Higgs boson

transverse mass of
di-τ-system

absolute value of the
vectorial sum of the

transverse momentum

Figure 7.7: Stage 1.2 STXS bins for the ggF production mode. The turquoise filled boxes
refer to STXS bins, while the blue ones are only given to group the STXS bins.

V H STXS bins at Stage 1.2 The V H STXS bins definition at Stage 1.2 is shown in Figure
7.8. In comparison to Stage 1 the granularity is increased to account for the higher sensitivity
that is reached by the analyses with the full Run 2 data set. Furthermore, the phase space
splitting is harmonized across the three different inclusive V H production modes.
Each production mode is split according to N j and pV

T . Compared to Stage 1 the granularity

70



7.1 Simplified Template Cross Section

in pV
T was increased by adding splits at pV

T = 75 and 400 GeV. The N j split is applied to all
pV

T STXS bins and not only in the 150 ≤ pV
T < 250 GeV phase space region as for Stage 1.
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Figure 7.8: Stage 1.2 STXS bins for the V H production mode. The light green filled boxes
refer to STXS bins, while the dark green ones are only given to group the STXS bins.

ttH STXS bins at Stage 1.2 In contrast to the STXS Stage 1, dedicated STXS bins for the
ttH production are defined at Stage 1.2 (see Figure 7.9). The phase space is split into regions
according to pH

T . The splits are defined using the same values as for the ggF production mode
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with pH
T = 60, 120, 200, 300 and 450 GeV, except fo the highest split at 650 GeV, which

is removed compared to the ggF production mode to account for the lower experimental
sensitivity to ttH production.

ttH
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60≤ pH
T < 120 GeV

120≤ pH
T < 200 GeV

200≤ pH
T < 300 GeV

300≤ pH
T < 450 GeV

450 GeV≤ pH
T

transverse momentum
of the Higgs boson

Figure 7.9: Stage 1.2 STXS bins for the ttH production mode. The light violet filled boxes
refer to STXS bins, while the dark violet ones are only given to group the STXS bins.

Further production modes at Stage 1.2 The remaining production modes bbH and tH are
not modified compared to Stage 1.

7.2 Likelihood function

For most of the analyses in thesis, maximum-likelihood fits are performed to data in order
to extract the free model parameters. This section will give a brief overview of the utilized
likelihood function. The section is written based on the descriptions in References [225] and
[226].
The measurement of the signal strength can be used to introduce the likelihood function. In
such an analysis the parameter of interest (PoI) is a scaling parameter r, which is free floating
and acts on the expected signal si. The expected number of events nexp in one bin i in a given
event category can be expressed as the sum of si and background events bi in this bin:

nexp
i = r · si(~θ)+bi(~θ), (7.1)

where r is the PoI acting on the signal sample and ~θ a set of nuisance parameters on which si

and bi depend. The probability to observe nobs
i events given the expected number of events

nexp
i can be expressed by the Poisson probability:

PPois(nobs
i |r,~θ) = (r · si(~θ)+bi(~θ))

nobs
i

nobs
i !

· e−(r·si(~θ)+bi(~θ)). (7.2)
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If nobs
i corresponds to a fixed number of observed data events this probability function is called

likelihood function for the parameters r and ~θ : L (r,~θ |nobs
i ). If the data-set is grouped into

smaller sets, for example by using more than one event category or by using the distribution
of an observable in the fit model, the likelihood function is build for each selection and
bin separately. The final likelihood function is then defined by the product of all individual
likelihood functions:

L (r,~θ |nobs) = ∏
i

(r · si(~θ)+bi(~θ))
nobs

i

nobs
i !

· e−(r·si(~θ)+bi(~θ)), (7.3)

where i runs over all categories and bins, while nobs is the total number of observed events.
The best-fit value for the PoI is estimated by varying all free parameters of the likelihood and
is defined as the one which maximizes the likelihood function.
This approach can be generalized for more complex measurements, in which cross sections of
several independent signals are measured simultaneously. In this case the likelihood model
has more than one PoI. The expected signal is split into different sub-samples for such a
measurement, e.g. for the STXS measurement one sub-sample per STXS bin is defined (see
Section 7.1) or for inclusive production mode cross section measurements one sample per
production mode. One PoI per sub-sample is defined for these measurements:

L (~r,~θ |nobs) = ∏
i

(∑ j(r j · si, j(~θ))+bi(~θ))
nobs

i

nobs
i !

· e−(r·si(~θ)+bi(~θ)), (7.4)

where the j loops over all signal sub-samples.
The nuisance parameters NPs ~θ are used to include systematic uncertainties into the likelihood
function. The NPs can be varied during the maximization of the likelihood. However, most of
the systematic uncertainties are estimated a priory in auxiliary measurements. To include this
information into the likelihood model a constraint term in the form of a Gaussian probability
density function is defined for each systematic uncertainty:

PGauss(θ |θ0,σ0) =
1√

2πσ0
e
− (θ−θ0)

2

2σ2
0 , (7.5)

with the value for the nuisance parameter θ0 and the variance σ0, both estimated in the
auxiliary measurement. This term is maximized for θ = θ0, while the term gets smaller for
larger values of (θ −θ0)

2. By adding this term to 7.4, the likelihood function gets punished
for moving θ away from θ0. Therefore, the fit tends to keep the NPs as close as possible
to auxiliary measurements and only changes them if the observed data shows a significant
deviation, which can only be corrected by shifting θ with respect to θ0. The fit is able to
change σ0 to value σ if the included data allow so. A deviation between θ and θ0 is called a
pull. This simple implementation has two disadvantages. First the result for every NP has to
be crosschecked with the value from the auxiliary measurement and second including NPs
with different scales of input uncertainties can be lead to an instability when maximizing
the likelihood function. This can be avoided by a parametrization of the NPs. The impact
of systematic uncertainties can be split into an overall normalization part η and into shape
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part σi, were η affects only the total number of expected events, while σi effects the relative
distribution of expected events in the different bins i. The nominal values ηnom = 1 and σnom

i
as well as the variations η± and σ

±
i for a NP are estimated in the auxiliary measurements

and provided to the fit model. An interpolation and extrapolation scheme has to be used to
obtain a continuous parametrization of η and σi based on a parameter α . An exponential
extrapolation is used for the normalization, while a linear extrapolation is used for the shape
uncertainty:

η(α) =

{
(η+)α , α ≥ 0
(η−)−α , α < 0

and (7.6)

σi(α) =

{
σnom

i +α(σ+
i −σnom

i ), α ≥ 0
σnom

i +α(σnom
i −σ

−
i ), α < 0

. (7.7)

The extrapolations return the nominal values for α=0 (η(0) = 1 = ηnom and σi(0) = σnom
i )

and for α± =±1 the variations η± and σ
±
i . Using this parametrization scheme Equation 7.5

is simplified to:

PGauss(α|0,1) = 1√
2π

e−
α2
2 . (7.8)

The NPs of all systematic uncertainties are depending on a individual parameter αu, using a
standard Gaussian distribution as the underlying probability density function. This solves the
instability of the fit due to parameters of different scales and makes it easy to identify NPs,
which get constraint or pulled in the fit.
This method is used for all systematic uncertainties except for incorporating systematic
uncertainties from limited statistics in simulated events nbkg

i per bin i. The sum of background
events is given by the sum of weights w j for all generated events in each bin: nbkg

i = ∑w j,

where j runs over all generated events. The statistical uncertainty is given as: σi =
√

∑w2
j .

The relative uncertainty of the background estimation is larger than the relative uncertainty
on the unweighted events given by 1/

√
N (see [227]). The number of events that would be

measured in an auxiliary measurement with the same relative uncertainty can be described by
Poisson statistics using the number of unweighted event nbkg, unw

i defined as:

nbkg, unw
i =

(
nbkg

i
σi

)2

, (7.9)

with the uncertainty
√

nbkg, unw
i and the Poisson distribution with the mean γin

bkg, unw
i is given

by:

PPois(n
bkg, unw
i |γi) =

(γin
bkg, unw
i )nbkg, unw

i

nbkg, unw
i !

e−γin
bkg, unw
i . (7.10)
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γi is called the gamma factor and is the parameter, which has to be estimated to obtain the
observed mean in the corresponding bin i. The number of unweighted events nbkg, unw

i can
be non-integer, so that the Poisson distribution has be generalized to the gamma probability
distribution PΓ:

PΓ(n
bkg, unw
i |γi) =

(γin
bkg, unw
i )nbkg, unw

i

Γ(nbkg, unw
i )

e−γin
bkg, unw
i , (7.11)

with the gamma function Γ(x).
The final likelihood function is than build by combining the likelihood function in Equation
7.3 with the additional terms:

L (~r,~α,~γ|nobs) = ∏
i

PPois(nobs
i |~r,~θ)∏

u
PGauss(αu|0,1)∏

j
PΓ(n

bkg, unw
j |γ j). (7.12)

7.2.1 Best-fit values and uncertainties

The best-fit values can be computed by maximizing the likelihood function with respect to
~r,~α,~γ . This maximization can be rather complex and computationally expensive. This can
be improved by minimizing instead the double negative logarithm of the likelihood function
−2ln L . The products get replaced by sums, which are easier to calculate, while the same
result will be achieved. The factor 2 is added, since in the asymptotic regime, in which L
has approximately Gaussian shape, the values of −2ln L follow a χ2

n distribution, where
the number of degrees of freedom n corresponds to the number of PoI ri in the likelihood
model. The uncertainty on the PoIs can than be extracted using confidence intervals for a
confidence level (CL) 1-p, where the p-value is the probability of obtaining a result that is as
or less compatible with the null hypothesis as the actual observation. The confidence intervals
correspond to regions with values of −2ln L below a threshold F−1

χ2
n
(1− p). Here, F−1

χ2
n

is

the quintile function of the χ2
n distribution. The CL prescription described in Reference [228]

is used for all measurements in this thesis.

7.2.2 Impact of individual uncertainties

To study the impact of the individual NPs on the central value and on the uncertainty of the PoI
two different strategies can be performed. The first approach is called breakdown calculation
and is used to estimate the combined impact of NPs associated to the same category of
systematic uncertainties. The second approach is called NP ranking and used to order the
single NPs by their impact on the central value of the PoI. Therefore, the impact of each NP
on the PoI is evaluated and ordered by the size of the impact.
For the breakdown calculation the uncertainty associated to a specific sub-set of NPs is
estimated by comparing the uncertainties on the PoIs estimated by two different fits. First the
nominal fit with all NPs included is performed. In a second step all NPs corresponding to
the studied sub-set are fixed to their post-fit values estimated in the first fit. With this setup a
second fit is performed, in which effectively the sub-group of NPs is removed. The uncertainty
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of these NPs is then estimated by taking the quadratic subtraction of the uncertainties on the
PoI in these fits:

sPoI
NPs =

√
(sPoI

nom)
2 −
(
sPoI

NPs rem

)2
, (7.13)

where sPoI
NPs is the uncertainty on the PoI associated to the sub-set of NPs, sPoI

nom the uncertainty
on the PoI estimated in the nominal fit and sPoI

NPs rem the uncertainty on the PoI estimated in the
fit with the sub-group of NPs removed.
In the NP ranking approach the impact of the α± =±1 variation is estimated. Here, the up
(+1) and down (-1) uncertainties are studied separately, so that in addition to the nominal fit
two additional minimization per NP are necessary. The best-fit value of the PoI in the nominal
fit is compared to the ones of the two alternative fits, in which the studied NP is set constant
to α± =±1. The impact is than calculated by taking the difference of the observed best-fit
values for the PoI:

iPoI
± = rPoI

± − rPoI
nom, (7.14)

where iPoI
± is the impact of the up(down) variation of the NP on the PoI, rPoI

± the best-fit value
of the PoI setting the NP to α ±1 and rPoI

nom the best-fit value of the PoI for the nominal fit.
This approach evaluates by how much the PoI best-fit value is changed if the NP value α is
shifted to ±1. The NP introducing the largest shift, has the largest impact on the PoI and is
therefore the most important NP in the measurement. The evaluation can be done with and
without including the constraint on the NP, so that the impact of the NP before (pre-fit) and
after (post-fit) the fit minimization can be estimated. Therefore, the method can provide an
estimate of the importance of the single NPs on the PoI, but also yields a comparison of the
prior value of the NP and its modification in the likelihood optimization.
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8 τ-LEPTON TRIGGER MEASUREMENT

Analyses exploiting the fully hadronic decay channel, as described in Chapters 9 and 10,
rely on triggering on hadronically decaying τ-leptons, called τ-trigger in the following. For
every trigger it is necessary to correct for efficiency differences between simulation and data
by applying scale factors (SFs) to the simulated events (see Section 8.3.1). The SFs for the
τ-trigger are estimated using two tag-and-probe analyses, where one is based on Z → τµτh and
one on tt → τµτh events. In both analyses the trigger efficiencies in data εdata and simulation
εMC are estimated and used to calculate the final SFs (see Equation 8.1 and 8.2). The analyses
use orthogonal event selections to calculate the SF. Finally, they are combined to estimate the
final recommendations. This section discusses the tt → τµτh analysis and summarizes the
combination with the Z → τµτh analysis for the full Run 2 data set. The Z → τµτh analysis
has a dominant contribution to the final SF for events with lower values of pτh

T , while for
larger values of pτh

T the tt → τµτh analysis gets more important. The analyses are based on
previous measurements described in Reference [229], which use the data set recorded in 2015
and 2016.

8.1 Signal and background processes

The signal process of the analysis are tt → τµτh events, where the τµ is used as a tag and
the τh as the probe of the tag-and-probe analysis. The main background contribution are top
quark production events where a jet is misidentified as a τh-lepton. QCD multi-jet events have
a sizable contribution in the low pτh

T phase space of the analysis event selection. Here, one jet
is misidentified as τh-lepton and one as a τµ -lepton. The W → lν and Z → ll processes can
mimic the signal signature if additional objects from pile-up, underlying events or additionally
radiated jets are misidentified. In addition, the Z → ll process can mimic the signal signature
if one of the leptons is misidentified as τh-lepton. Contributions from Higgs boson production
modes and other processes are neglected.

8.2 Event selection

The event selection of the analysis has two different stages. First a trigger selection is applied,
followed by an event selection based on object criteria and event topology. The muon is
used as the tag of the analysis and therefore two single-muon triggers are used to select the
events. The two triggers are the HLT_mu26_ivarmedium and the HLT_mu50. An offline
selection requirement with pµ

T > 28 GeV is applied. This requirement is slightly above the
lower trigger threshold to avoid the use of trigger efficiency correction factors, which are
biased by migration effects at the trigger threshold.
The event selection of the analysis consists of three different topologies: One signal region
(SR), which is defined to enhance the signal contribution and to extract the final SFs and two
control regions (CRs), which are used to estimate the contribution of specific background
events in a data-driven way. Table 8.1 lists the event selection for the analysis. The selection
can be grouped into three types. Two sets of requirements are based on the object properties of
the leading muon and leading τh-lepton and one set on the event topology. Here, the leading
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object is defined as the one with the highest pT of all objects of the same type in the event.
Further on, the leading muon is required to be the muon that fired the single-muon triggers. The
leading muon has to fulfill the medium identification and the FCThightTrackOnly_FixedRad
isolation criteria. Finally, an upper threshold on the absolute pseudorapidity of the muon with
|η |< 2.5 is set.
The analysis is performed with τh-leptons that pass different identification criteria. For each
working point individual efficiencies are extracted and SFs are calculated. This is necessary
to provide the correct SFs for each possible τh-lepton analysis. Furthermore, the τh-lepton
has to fulfill pµ

T > 25 GeV and |η |< 1.37 or 1.52 < |η |< 2.47 requirements. Only events in
which the τh-lepton candidate has one or three charged tracks (Ntracks = 1 or 3) are selected.
This requirement is applied to significantly reduce the background contribution of events in
which a jet is misidentified as a τh-lepton.
To suppress background contributions and to ensure the orthogonality to the Z → τµτh
analysis, several requirements on the event topology are applied. The event must contain at
least one b-jet (Nb-jet > 0), while for the Z → τµτh analysis a b-jet veto is applied. Exactly one
muon (Nµ = 1) and at least one additional jet (N jet > 1) are required. To especially suppress
background with a misidentified τh-lepton, the electric charge of the muon and τh-lepton are
required to be opposite.
Based on this SR two CRs are defined by inverting one requirement of the SR. The first CR is
called same-sign CR and is defined by requiring the electric charge of the muon and τh-lepton
to have the same sign. The second CR is called multi-jet CR and is defined by inverting the
isolation criteria of the muon.

Muons τh-lepton Event topology

Signal region Medium ID Varying ID Nb-jet > 0
(SR) Trigger matched |η |< 2.47 N jet > 1

|η |< 2.5 |η | /∈ [1.37,1.52] Nµ = 1
FCTightTrackOnly_FixedRad pT > 25 GeV Opposite electric charge

pT > 28 GeV Ntracks = 1 or 3 of muon and τh

Same-Sign CR Same electric charge of
(relative to SR) muon and τh

Multi-jet CR Invert isolation
(relative to SR)

Table 8.1: Event selection of the tt → τµτh tag-and-probe analysis.

8.3 Analysis strategy

In contrast to the other analyses described in this thesis, this analysis is not based on a profiled
likelihood fit. Instead the SFs are estimated using ratios of efficiencies calculated in data and
simulated events. The following sections describe the SF calculation and the background

78



8.3 Analysis strategy

estimation.

8.3.1 Scale factor calculation

Two efficiencies are calculated to estimate the SF, which is used to correct the τ-trigger
efficiency in simulations for analyses based on the τ-trigger. These are the τ-trigger efficiency
for Monte-Carlo simulations εMC and the τ-trigger efficiency for data events εdata. To calculate
the efficiency for Monte-Carlo simulations only simulated tt → τµτh signal events are used.
For the data efficiency the tt → τµτh contribution is estimated by subtracting contributions
of other processes, which are predicted with Monte-Carlo simulations, from the recorded
data. Both efficiencies are defined as the fraction of the τh-leptons that pass the τ-trigger
requirement. Therefore, the collected data in the tt → τµτh signal region before NSR,tot

data and
after applying the τ-trigger requirement NSR,pass

data and the predicted simulated signal events
before NSR,tot

sig and after NSR,pass
sig applying the trigger requirement are used:

εdata =
NSR,pass

data −NSR,pass
bkg

NSR,tot
data −NSR,tot

bkg

, εMC =
NSR,pass

sig

NSR,tot
sig

, (8.1)

where NSR,tot
bkg and NSR,pass

bkg are selected background events in the signal region before and after
applying the τ-trigger requirement. The final SF is then calculated by using:

SF =
εdata

εMC
. (8.2)

The SFs are calculated individually for a set of τ-trigger configurations. All configurations
use a medium (medium1) online identification working point for the τ-lepton candidates and
they can be grouped into three types: tracktwo, tracktwoEF and tracktwoMVA. Tracktwo
indicates that τ-candidates with two tracks pass the high-level-trigger (HLT) as well. The
tracktwoEF uses a tighter track requirement compared to the tracktwo trigger, to recover the
efficiency for events, which include τ-lepton candidates with three tracks and have a large
number of pile-up events. The contributions of such events is increased for the 2017 and
2018 data sets compared to the previous data sets. The tracktwoMVA additionally uses a
boosted decision tree (BDT) using the TMVA implementation to reconstruct the energy scale
of the τ-candidates (see Section 5.5). For all configuration a set of different thresholds on the
online transverse momentum of the τ-lepton candidate pτ

T at the HLT are used, e.g. tau25
indicates a requirement of pτ

T > 25 GeV. For a sub-set of trigger configurations an additional
requirement on pτ

T at the Level-1 (L1) trigger is used, e.g. L1TAU12 indicates a pτ
T > 12 GeV

requirement at L1.

• tracktwo

– HLT tau25 medium1 tracktwo

– HLT tau35 medium1 tracktwo

– HLT tau50L1TAU12 medium1 tracktwo
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– HLT tau80L1TAU60 medium1 tracktwo

– HLT tau125 medium1 tracktwo

– HLT tau160 medium1 tracktwo

– HLT tau60 medium1 tracktwo

– HLT tau160L1TAU100 medium1 tracktwo

• tracktwoEF

– HLT tau25 medium1 tracktwoEF (EF)

• tracktwoEF OR tracktwoMVA (EFORMVA)

– HLT tau25 medium1 tracktwoEF OR mediumRNN tracktwoMVA

– HLT tau35 medium1 tracktwoEF OR mediumRNN tracktwoMVA

– HLT tau35L1TAU12IM medium1 tracktwoEF OR mediumRNN tracktwoMVA

– HLT tau60 medium1 tracktwoEF OR mediumRNN tracktwoMVA

– HLT tau80L1TAU60 medium1 tracktwoEF OR mediumRNN tracktwoMVA

– HLT tau160L1TAU100 medium1 tracktwoEF OR mediumRNN tracktwoMVA

For each τ-trigger a separate set of SFs is estimated for different τ-lepton candidates with
different offline requirements. All SFs are binned into the transverse momentum of the
τh-lepton and are calculated separately for:

• τh-lepton identification criteria

– BDT: loose, medium, tight

– RNN: loose, medium, tight

• Number of charged tracks of the τh-lepton

– 1-prong

– 3-prong

The trigger menu has changed during the different data taking periods. Therefore, not all
triggers are available for every data set. Table 8.2 summarizes the triggers applied in each
data set. During the first technical stop (TS1) of the LHC in 2018 a new MVA based trigger
was added to the trigger menu. Therefore, the 2018 data set is split into a pre-TS1 with
L = 22 fb−1 and post-TS1 with L = 38 fb−1 data set. Studies show that no SFs for any
trigger show a significant difference between the individual data taking periods, such that
the SFs are calculated on a combined data set for all available periods. Therefore, this
analysis provides SFs for the data sets recorded in 2017 and 2018, which are not covered by
the previous measurement [229], but also recalculates the SFs for the data sets from 2015
and 2016 covered by the previous measurement. The new calculated SFs replace the old
recommendation and are used for the 2015 and 2016 data set in all analyses, which are based
on the full Run 2 data set.
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2015 2016 2017 2018
Trigger pre-TS1 post-TS1
tracktwo tau60
tracktwo tau160L1TAU60
tracktwo other
EF
EFORMVA

Table 8.2: Available τh-trigger for each data set. A check-mark illustrates the availability of
the trigger, while an empty cell is shown if the trigger is not applied. The 2018 data set is
split into two periods. The pre-TS1 data set was recorded before the first technical stop 2018
(TS1), while post-TS1 includes the data set after the stop.

8.3.2 Background estimation

To estimate the τ-trigger efficiency in data, the background contribution in the signal region
has to be estimated and subtracted. The main background of the analysis are top quark
production events with a jet misidentified as a τh-lepton. A sizable contribution of QCD
multi-jet events appear in the low pτh

T phase space of the analysis. This part of the phase
space is dominated in the combination by the Z → τµτh analysis. A small fraction of the
background are events in which an electron or muon is misidentified as a τh-lepton. The full
background Nfull

bkg of the analysis can be described by:

Nfull
bkg = NQCD

bkg +Nothers, j→τ

bkg +Nothers,l→τ

bkg , (8.3)

here the NQCD
bkg term includes all QCD multi-jet background events, Nothers, j→τ

bkg background
events from other processes in which a jet is misidentified as a τh-lepton in particular from
top quark processes and Nothers,l→τ

bkg background events from other processes with an electron
or muon misidentified as a τh-lepton.
The QCD multi-jet background is estimated in a data-driven way, while the remaining
background contributions are estimated via Monte-Carlo simulations. Figure 8.1 shows a
schematic overview of the QCD multi-jet estimation. The same-sign CR is used to estimate
the QCD multi-jet contribution and a transfer ROS/SS is used to transfer the contribution from
the CR to the SR:

NQCD
bkg =

(
NSS,SR

data −NSS,SR
others

)
·ROS/SS, (8.4)

with the collected data in the same-sign CR NSS,SR
data and the background in the same-sign CR

of background events not assigned to QCD multi-jet events NSS,SR
others . The transfer factor is

calculated in QCD multi-jet enriched CRs:

ROS/SS =
NOS,CR

data −NOS,CR
others

NSS,CR
data −NSS,CR

others

. (8.5)
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Figure 8.1: Schematic overview of the QCD multi-jet background estimation. Green boxes
correspond to regions in which the leading muon pass the isolation criteria, while red boxes
are assigned to QCD multi-jet control regions in which the muon fails the criteria. The ROS/SS
factor transfer the background events in the same sign control region (green, right) to the
signal region (green, left) and is estimated in the two QCD multi-jet regions (red).

A dependency of the ROS/SS on the transverse momentum of the τh-lepton is observed and
considered. Figure 8.2 shows the ROS/SS values for the tau25 EFORMVA trigger with the 2018
data set for all BDT τh-ID working points and for Ntracks = 1 and 3, while Figure 8.3 shows
the values for the same configurations but for the RNN τh-ID method. The ROS/SS values are
similar for the different working points and for the BDT and RNN methods. For Ntracks = 1
a decreasing trend for higher values of pτh

T is visible, while the opposite trend is shown for
Ntracks = 3. For the RNN working points, especially Tight, this trend is covered by statistical
fluctuations. The average value for ROS/SS across the pτh

T bins is similar between Ntracks = 1
and Ntracks = 3. The values tend to be smaller after applying the τh-trigger compared to the
values before applying the trigger requirement. The shown uncertainties correspond to the
statistical uncertainties on the simulated events in the used QCD multi-jet CRs and they are
propagated as systematic uncertainties to the final SFs.
A systematic uncertainty is defined using the same-sign CR after subtracting the background
contributions as a function of pτµ

T . The uncertainty is based on a variation of the ratio of data
events in the opposite-sign and same-sign QCD multi-jet CRs. Figure 8.4 shows the shape
variations on ROS/SS BDT for the same configuration as shown in Figure 8.2. The systematic
uncertainties tend to be larger before applying τh-trigger. For Ntracks = 1 events the variations
flip from positive to negative variations for larger values of pτµ

T , while for Ntracks = 3 the
opposite trend is visible. Overall the relative variations are up to 50%, except for one bin
with Ntracks = 3 and τh-ID=Tight, where the variation is higher due to statistical fluctuations.
These one-sided uncertainties are mirrored around zero to finally get up and down variations
for ROS/SS.
Table 8.3 shows the data, signal and background yields for all working points of the two τh
identification methods (τh-ID) and for Ntracks = 1, 3 in the SR. In general the observed data
yields are smaller for regions with Ntracks = 3 than with Ntracks = 1 and decrease for tighter
working points of τh-ID. More data events are observed in regions with the BDT τh-ID method
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τh-ID Ntracks Data NQCD
bkg Nothers, j→τ

bkg Nothers,l→τ

bkg Nsignal
B

D
T

Loose 1 88933 8991 ±201 34426 ±178 3792 ±38 39158 ±93
Loose 3 27795 3678 ±120 8863 ± 90 1026 ±12 13433 ±55
Medium 1 64252 5243 ±156 19843 ±138 2643 ±36 34392 ±87
Medium 3 16940 1720 ± 82 3604 ± 57 520 ± 9 10724 ±49
Tight 1 43118 2998 ±122 9694 ± 93 1597 ±21 27608 ±79
Tight 3 10707 689 ± 50 1486 ± 38 281 ± 6 8218 ±43

R
N

N

Loose 1 62466 4295 ±154 17642 ±130 2223 ±26 38529 ±92
Loose 3 21356 1898 ± 93 5414 ± 71 634 ± 9 13088 ±53
Medium 1 48169 2864 ±125 10294 ± 97 1626 ±22 33764 ±86
Medium 3 13711 998 ± 69 2019 ± 44 317 ± 7 10495 ±48
Tight 1 34675 1621 ±112 5044 ± 65 1074 ±15 26551 ±76
Tight 3 9025 391 ± 38 747 ± 23 144 ± 5 7948 ±41

Table 8.3: Event yields in the signal region of the tt → τµτh tag-and-probe analysis for all
identification criteria (τh-ID) of the BDT and RNN methods and for τh-leptons with one
charged track and three charged tracks.

as for the corresponding working point of the RNN method. The signal contribution increases
for regions with tighter working points from Loose BDT (RNN) with <48% (<61%) to Tight
BDT (RNN) with >64% (>76%). Therefore, the expected data yields for the RNN method
are smaller but the background rejection is higher.
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Figure 8.2: ROS/SS factors to calculate the SFs for the tau25 EFORMVA trigger with the 2018
data set and the BDT τh-identification method. From top to bottom for the Loose, Medium
and Tight working point. On the left-side for τh-leptons with one charged track and on the
right-side with three charged tracks. The ROS/SS values for the signal region before (red) and
after applying the τh-trigger requirement (dashed blue) are shown.
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Figure 8.3: ROS/SS factors to calculate the SFs for the tau25 EFORMVA trigger with the 2018
data set and the RNN τh-identification method. From top to bottom for the Loose, Medium
and Tight working point. On the left-side for τh-leptons with one charged track and on the
right-side with three charged tracks. The ROS/SS values for the signal region before (red) and
after applying the τh-trigger requirement (dashed blue) are shown.
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Figure 8.4: Shape variation on ROS/SS factors for the tau25 EFORMVA trigger with the 2018
data set and the BDT τh-identification method. From top to bottom for the Loose, Medium
and Tight working point. On the left-side for τh-leptons with one charged track and on the
right-side with three charged tracks. The ROS/SS values for the signal region before (red) and
after applying the τh-trigger requirement (dashed blue) are shown.
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Treatment of systematic uncertainties No systematic uncertainties assigned to theoretical
uncertainties are considered in the analysis, while all uncertainties assigned to experimental
sources are applied. The uncertainties related to the luminosity, pile-up re-weighting, muons,
τh-leptons, jets, b-jets and the QCD multi-jet background estimation are included in the
analysis. Table 8.4 summarizes the number of individual uncertainties considered in the
analysis. The table splits these numbers into different sources of uncertainties for each
object. More detailed discussions of the individual uncertainties are given in Section 9.4
and 10.4. All uncertainties are applied on all simulated events used to estimate εdata and

Leptons and jets
Uncertainty source Muon τ-lepton Jet
All 13 13 33
Resolution 3 8
Energy scale 1 2 23
Reconstruction/Identification 3 11
Isolation 2
Trigger 4
Jet vertex tagger 2

QCD multi-jet estimation (RQCD)
All 2

Others
Uncertainty source b-jet Luminosity Pile-Up (PRW)
All 13 1 1

Table 8.4: Number of NPs related to experimental uncertainty in the fit model grouped into
different sources.

εMC (see Equation 8.1). The used simulated events in the nominator and denominator of
these efficiencies have a large overlap, since the calculated efficiencies are close to one.
Therefore, all systematic uncertainties are treated as fully correlated before and after applying
the τ-trigger requirement, by varying the nominator and denominator for each uncertainties
simultaneously.

Modeling of the observables The most important variables of the analysis are pτh
T and pµ

T .
pτh

T is used as the final observable in which the SFs are calculated, while pµ

T is used to calculate
the shape variation of the QCD multi-jet background estimation. Figure 8.5 (a) shows the
modeling for the pτh

T observable in the SR of the 2018 data set for the Loose working point of
the BDT τh identification requirement and 1-prong τh-leptons and Figure 8.5 (b) shows the
pµ

T distribution for the same configuration. For both variables the simulated events agree with
the recorded data within their uncertainties. For pτh

T a slight trend is visible in the ratio panel
within the uncertainty band. The QCD multi-jet background only has a sizable contribution
of both variables for lower values. The measurement of the efficiencies and the SFs are rather
robust against mismodeling of the variables, since mismodeling would affect the nominators
and denominators similarly and can therefore be canceled.
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Figure 8.5: Observed events in the signal region of the 2018 data set as a function of pτh
T

(a) and pµ

T (b) for the Loose working point of the BDT τh identification requirement and
1-prong τh-leptons. The data is shown with black dots, the signal in white, QCD multi-jet
background in green, other backgrounds with jets misidentified as τh-leptons in blue and other
backgrounds with electrons or muons misidentified as τh-leptons in gray.

8.4 Results

The estimated efficiencies εdata and εMC, as well as the final SFs for the tau25 EFORMVA
trigger setup are shown for the BDT τ identification working points in Figure 8.6 and for
RNN in Figure 8.7. The εdata and εMC agree for most of the displayed configurations and pτh

T
bins within their uncertainties. Therefore, most of the SFs agree within their uncertainties.
The efficiencies are increasing with higher values of pτh

T and are above 95% for most of the
bins. The efficiencies raise faster with pτh

T for 1-prong τh-leptons compared to 3-prong and for
tighter identification working points. No systematic trend between the efficiencies of the BDT
and RNN method is visible, but the uncertainties are smaller for the RNN method. This is an
effect of the higher efficiencies of the RNN working point compared to the corresponding
BDT working point. Due to higher efficiency more data events are selected at the working
point and the statistical uncertainty is reduced. The impact of systematic uncertainties on εdata
and SF is only sizable for low pτh

T values and especially for 3-prong τh-leptons.
Figure 8.8 shows the relative impact of the systematic uncertainties assigned to the different
sources discussed in Section 8.3.2 for the SFs displayed in Figure 8.6. For 1-prong τh-leptons
none of the SFs have a relative uncertainty larger than 1% sourced by one of the uncertainty
groups, while for the 3-prong τh-leptons the uncertainties are up to 3.1%. In most of the cases
a clear trend of smaller uncertainties for higher values of pτh

T is visible. The largest values are
in general assigned to the systematic uncertainties sourced by the QCD multi-jet estimation
(RQCD). The small impact of systematic uncertainties is expected, due to a large overlap of
events in the nominator and denominator of the efficiencies, which result in a cancellation of
the systematic uncertainties.
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Figure 8.6: Trigger efficiencies (upper panel) in data (blue) and simulation (red) and SF (lower
panel) for the tau25 EFORMVA trigger, estimated with the 2018 data set. From top to bottom
for Loose, Medium and Tight BDT τ identification working point and left for 1-prong and
right for 3-prong τ-leptons. For the data efficiencies and the SFs the systematic uncertainty is
shown in dark blue and the total uncertainties in azure.
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Figure 8.7: Trigger efficiencies (upper panel) in data (blue) and simulation (red) and SF (lower
panel) for the tau25 EFORMVA trigger, estimated with the 2018 data set. From top to bottom
for Loose, Medium and Tight RNN τ identification working point and left for 1-prong and
right for 3-prong τ-leptons. For the data efficiencies and the SFs the systematic uncertainty is
shown in dark blue and the total uncertainties in azure.
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Figure 8.8: Relative uncertainty on the SF assigned to a sub-set of systematic uncertainties
for the tau25 EFORMVA trigger and BDT identification criteria. The groups follow Table 8.4,
except for the jet related systematic uncertainties which are split additionally into jet energy
resolution (JER) and other jet related (JES) uncertainties.
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8.5 Combination

The results of the tt → τµτh tag-and-probe analysis are combined with a second tag-and-probe
analysis based on Z → τµτh events using the combination framework BLUE [230, 231]. The
uncertainties are treated as uncorrelated between the two analyses.
Figure 8.9 shows the combination for the tau25 EFORMVA trigger using the 2018 data
set for the Medium RNN τh-ID and 1-prong τ-leptons. The comparison of the SFs of the
single analyses and the combined values agree within their uncertainties for all bins (see
Figure 8.9 (a)). The weight distribution shown in Figure 8.9 (b), corresponds to importance
of the analyses for the combined value in each bin. A value of one means that combined
value is derived using only this analysis, while a value of zero means that this analysis has
no impact on the combined value. This distribution clearly shows the importance of both
analyses. For lower values of pτh

T (<40 GeV) the combination is clearly dominated by the
Z → τµτh analysis, while for higher values the tt → τµτh analysis is dominating. The pulls
shown in Figure 8.9 (c), indicate if the combined value is pushed to larger or smaller values by
the analysis. A value above zero shows that the single analysis has a SF above the combined
value and therefore pulls the combined value to larger values, while a value below zero
indicates the opposite. In general the tt → τµτh and Z → τµτh analyses are alternating, such
that no systematic trend of an over or under estimation of the SFs in one analysis is visible.
The distribution of the combined SFs with the statistical and systematic uncertainties (Fig-
ure 8.9 (d)) illustrates that the combined measurement is dominated by statistical uncertainties.
The systematic uncertainties are sizable for lower values of pτh

T , while for large values the
statistical uncertainty is more and more dominating. Overall the SFs are between 0.95 and
1.05 for this configuration and therefore correspond to a correction of the simulations of up to
5%.
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Figure 8.9: Results for the combination of the SF calculated by the tt → τµτh (red) and
Z → τµτh (blue) tag-and-probe analysis for the tau25 EFORMVA trigger using the 2018 data
set for the Medium RNN τh-ID and 1-prong τ-leptons. The SFs of the two analyses and
combination (a), the weights of the two analyses for each combined SF (b), the pull of the two
analyses on each combined SF (c) and the combined SFs with their statistical and systematic
uncertainties (d) are shown [232].
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9 H→ ττ ANALYSIS WITH THE 2015 AND 2016 DATA SET

The analysis based on the Run 1 data set record in 2011 and 2012 by the ATLAS experiment
achieved evidence for the H → ττ coupling [233]. The main goal of this analysis is the
observation of the decay channel. The analysis focuses on the two main production modes of
the Higgs boson at the LHC: ggF and V BF and uses the data set recorded in 2015 and 2016
with an integrated luminosity of 36 fb−1 at a center-of-mass energy of 13 TeV. In addition,
the measurement of the inclusive cross sections of these production modes and the first STXS
measurement in this decay mode are performed. The results are published in Reference [26].

9.1 Signal and background processes

All main production modes of the Higgs boson decaying into the di-τ final state are considered
as signal for the H → ττ measurement (see Table 4.2). All three decay modes of the di-τ-
system introduced in Section 6.1.3 are covered by the analysis.
The main irreducible background for the H → ττ signal are Z/γ∗ → ττ events. Single top
quark and top quark pair production are a significant background contribution in several
regions of phase space included in the analysis. Additionally, Z → ll and di-boson production
contribute as a significant background to the H → τlτl final state. Here, Z → ll includes
only the events decaying into electrons and muons, while the Z/γ∗ → ττ events are treated
separately. In all final states W/Z boson, top quark and QCD multi-jet production contribute
as the so-called misidentified τ background, in which light leptons (electrons and muons) or
jets are misidentified as τ-leptons and therefore mimic the signal.

9.2 Event selection

This section summarizes the signal event selection of the analysis. The selection is split into
three different stages: Trigger selection, preselection and the selection of signal categories.
The first two stages are defined to increase the H → ττ signal over background ratio, while
the signal categories are designed to further increase this ratio, but also to increase the signal
contribution of a specific Higgs boson production mode compared to remaining production
modes.

9.2.1 Trigger requirement

Only events which pass a specific set of triggers are used in the analysis. The trigger menu
has changed between 2015 and 2016, so that different triggers are used for each year. The
lowest unprescaled triggers are summarized in Table 9.1. For each trigger an offline analysis
selection requirement on the transverse momentum of the trigger object is applied, which are
summarized in Table 9.2. These thresholds are slightly higher as the corresponding trigger
thresholds, to avoid the use of trigger efficiency correction factors in the analysis, which are
affected by migration effects at the trigger threshold.
In the τlτl final state, single-lepton and di-lepton triggers are used [234, 235]. Overlaps
between the triggers are excluded based on the transverse momentum of the lepton pτl

T to



9.2 Event selection

Trigger menu Data period Chain name
Single electron 2015 HLT_e24_lhmedium_L1EM20VH, HLT_e60_lhmedium or HLT_e120_lhloose

2016 HLT_e26_lhtight_nod0_ivarloose, HLT_e60_lhmedium_nod0 or HLT_e140_lhloose_nod0
Single muon 2015 HLT_mu20_iloose_L1MU15 or HLT_mu50

2016 HLT_mu20_iloose_L1MU15 or HLT_mu50
Di-electron 2015 HLT_2e12_lhloose_L12EM10VH

2016 HLT_2e17_lhvloose_nod0
Di-muon 2015 HLT_mu18_mu8noL1

2016 HLT_mu22_mu8noL1
Electron-muon 2015 HLT_e17_loose_mu14

2016 HLT_e17_lhloose_nod0_mu14
Di-hadronic τ 2015 HLT_tau35_medium1_tracktwo_tau25_medium1_tracktwo_L1TAU20IM_2TAU12IM

2016 HLT_tau35_medium1_tracktwo_tau25_medium1_tracktwo

Table 9.1: Overview of the low unprescaled trigger of this analysis, grouped by the trigger
menu and the data period for which they are used.

avoid a complex trigger efficiency calculation. Individual trigger sets are applied depending
on the flavor of the light lepton and the used data period. In general the di-electron, di-muon
and electron-muon triggers are used for lower values of pτl

T , while for higher values the
single-electron and single-muon triggers are used.
Only the single-lepton triggers are used in the τlτh final state, using the same settings as in the
τlτl final state.
Di-hadronic τ-triggers are used in the τhτh final state. The two τh-lepton candidates are
matched to the respective legs of the di-τ trigger using the individual single-τ trigger objects.
The two legs of the di-τ trigger are assumed to be uncorrelated, so that the simulated events
are scaled by the product of the correction factors of both single triggers. The correction
factor estimation is published in Reference [236] and uses a similar analysis strategy as the
analysis described in Chapter 8.

Trigger menu Data period Trigger pT threshold Analysis pT threshold
Single electron 2015 pT(e)> 24 GeV pT(e)> 25 GeV

2016 pT(e)> 26 GeV pT(e)> 27 GeV
Single muon 2015 pT(µ)> 20 GeV pT(µ)> 21 GeV

2016 pT(µ)> 26 GeV pT(µ)> 27.3 GeV
Di-electron 2015 p(1)T (e)> 12 GeV,p(2)T (e)> 12 GeV p(1)T (e)> 15 GeV,p(2)T (e)> 15 GeV

2016 p(1)T (e)> 17 GeV,p(2)T (e)> 17 GeV p(1)T (e)> 18 GeV,p(2)T (e)> 18 GeV
Di-muon 2015 p(1)T (µ)> 18 GeV,p(2)T (µ)> 8 GeV p(1)T (µ)> 19 GeV,p(2)T (µ)> 10 GeV

2016 p(1)T (µ)> 22 GeV,p(2)T (µ)> 8 GeV p(1)T (µ)> 24 GeV,p(2)T (µ)> 10 GeV
Electron-muon 2016 pT(e)> 17 GeV,pT(µ)> 14 GeV pT(µ)> 18 GeV,pT(µ)> 15 GeV

2016 pT(e)> 17 GeV,pT(µ)> 14 GeV pT(µ)> 18 GeV,pT(µ)> 15 GeV
Di-hadronic τ 2015 p(1)T (τh)> 35 GeV,p(2)T (τh)> 25 GeV p(1)T (τh)> 40 GeV,p(2)T (τh)> 30 GeV

2016 p(1)T (τh)> 35 GeV,p(2)T (τh)> 25 GeV p(1)T (τh)> 40 GeV,p(2)T (τh)> 30 GeV

Table 9.2: Summary of the thresholds applied in this analysis on the transverse momentum
pT of the trigger objects and the corresponding pT requirements of the triggers.
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9.2 Event selection

9.2.2 Preselection

For each of the three final states an individual preselection is applied to suppress background
events and to ensure orthogonality to analysis of other Higgs boson decay modes. The
orthogonality is necessary to avoid that data events are used twice in combined analyses as
described in Chapter 11. The preselection requirements are summarized in Table 9.3.

τlτl τlτh τhτh

τeτe/τµτµ τeτµ

(1) Nloose
τe/τµ

=2, Nloose
τh

=0 Nloose
τe/τµ

=1, Nloose
τh

=1 Nloose
τe/τµ

=0, Nloose
τh

=2

(2) τe/τµ : Medium ID, gradient iso. τe/τµ : Medium ID, gradient iso.
(3) τh: Medium ID τh: Tight ID
(4) Opposite charge Opposite charge Opposite charge
(5) mcoll

ττ > mZ −25 GeV mT < 70 GeV
(6) 30 < mll < 75 GeV 30 < mll < 100 GeV
(7) Emiss

T > 55 GeV Emiss
T > 20 GeV Emiss

T > 20 GeV Emiss
T > 20 GeV

(8) ∆Rττ < 2.0 ∆Rττ < 2.5 ∆Rττ < 2.5
(9) |∆ηττ |< 1.5 |∆ηττ |< 1.5 |∆ηττ |< 1.5
(10) 0.1 < x1 < 1.0 0.1 < x1 < 1.4 0.1 < x1 < 1.4
(11) 0.1 < x2 < 1.0 0.1 < x2 < 1.2 0.1 < x2 < 1.4
(12) pj1

T > 40 GeV pj1
T > 40 GeV pj1

T > 70 GeV, |ηj1 |> 3.2
(13) Nb−jet = 0 Nb−jet = 0

Table 9.3: Preselection requirements for the three different decay channels τlτl, τlτh and τhτh.
In the τlτl decay channel the same flavour τeτe/τµτµ and different flavour τeτµ final states
are separated.

(1) Two τ-leptons:
In all three final states no additional τ-leptons are allowed. Therefore, the number of
leptonically and hadronically decaying τ-leptons is required to be exactly the number of
expected τ-leptons for the corresponding final state. For this requirement all τ-leptons,
which pass the loose identification criteria, are taken into account (see Chapter 5).

(2)+(3) τ-lepton identification:
The τl has to fulfill the medium identification and the gradient isolation requirement
described in Section 5.2 and Section 5.3. For τlτh the τh must pass the medium
identification criteria and for τhτh the tight identification criteria (see Section 5.5).

(4) Opposite charge:
In all decay channels the two τ-leptons must have a opposite charge.

The requirements (2)-(4) on the τ-leptons are used to suppress background events in which
electrons, muons or jets are misidentified as a τ-lepton.

(5)+(6) Mass requirements:
In τlτl, a requirement on the collinear mass (see Section 5.7) with respect to the mass
of the Z boson is applied, which ensures orthogonality to the analysis focusing on the
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9.2 Event selection

H →WW decay mode. Additionally, the invariant mass of the di-lepton system (mll)
is used in the selection. The requirement depends on the flavor composition of the
di-leptonic final state and is tighter for the same-flavor state to suppress background
events from Z → ll. Figure 9.1 shows the mll distribution for the same-flavor and
different-flavor final state before applying this requirement. In the τlτh channel the
transverse mass:

mT =

√
2pτl

T Emiss
T

(
1− cos∆φlep,Emiss

T

)
, (9.1)

where ∆φlep,Emiss
T

is the azimuthal angle between the τl-lepton and the missing energy,
has to be greater than 70 GeV.
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Figure 9.1: Invariant mass of the di-lepton system (mll) for different physics processes after
requirement (5) for the same-flavor (a) and the different-flavor final state of the τlτl final state.
The yield of each process is normalized to one [222].

(7) Missing transverse energy:
In all final states a lower threshold on the Emiss

T is applied to suppress background
events without neutrinos, again a tighter requirement for the same flavor τlτl final state
is applied to reduce background events from Z → ll.

(8) Angular difference:
To reduce non-resonant background contributions, requirements on the angular distance
between the visible decay products of the τ-leptons (∆Rττ ) and on their pseudorapidity
difference (|∆ηττ |) are applied in all final states.

(9) Momentum fractions:
To suppress background events, in which the direction of Emiss

T is not in agreement with
the expected kinematics of the di-τ system, requirements on the momentum fractions
x1(2), described in Equation 5.5, are applied.
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9.2 Event selection

(10) Jet requirement
As least one jet is required in each final state to increase the fraction of Higgs boson
events produced by ggF and V BF productions by applying a lower threshold on the
transverse momentum of the leading jet (pj1

T ). While the V BF production mode produce
at least two additional jets in the final state (see Section 6.1), most of the ggF events
are produced without an additional jet, but requiring this boosted topology enhances
the gg → H → ττ to background ratio significantly.

(11) B-jet veto
Background events from top quark production are suppressed by a b-jet veto in the
τlτl and τlτh final states using the MV2c20 algorithms described in Section 5.4.1. A
working point corresponding to a 85% average identification efficiency of b-jets in tt
production events is used for this requirement.

9.2.3 Signal categories

Preselection

pj2
T > 30 GeV
|∆ηjj|> 3

mjj > 400 GeV
ηj1 ×ηj2 < 0

Central τ-leptons

Passed VBF

τlτl τlτh τhτh

pττ
T > 140 GeV
∆Rττ < 1.5

Passed High-pττ
T

Failed

mjj > 800 GeV mjj > 500 GeV mjj > (1550−
pττ

T > 100 GeV 250 · |∆ηjj|) GeV
Passed Tight

Failed Loose

Failed

pττ
T > 100 GeV Passed Boosted

pττ
T > 140 GeV Passed High-pττ

T

Failed

Low-pττ
T

Inclusive categories

Final categories

Figure 9.2: Overview of the signal category definitions. Orange boxes correspond to categories
designed for the V BF production mode and blue boxes to categories designed for the ggF
production mode. White boxes illustrate requirements, which have to be passed or failed by
an event to end up in a specific category. For the V BF production the three different final
states τlτl, τlτh and τhτh have individual definitions for the final signal categories.

The analysis focuses on the two main production modes ggF and V BF . Based on the
preselection, an inclusive signal category per final state for each of the production modes is
defined. The requirements of both inclusive signal categories are harmonized across the final
states. To increase the significance, both inclusive categories are split into two sub-categories.
The definitions of the sub-categories are optimized for each final state separately. Additionally,
a third signal category for the V BF production mode is defined in the τhτh final state, so
that the analysis is based on 13 signal categories. The requirements for the individual signal
categories are illustrated in Figure 9.2.
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(a) (b)

Figure 9.3: Display of an event in the inclusive VBF category of the τlτh final state (a)
and of the inclusive boosted category of the different flavor τlτl final state (b). In (a) the
transverse momenta of the τ-leptons are pτl

T = 45.9 GeV and pτh
T = 32.5 GeV. The τl-lepton

is highlighted in green, the τh-lepton in blue and the two additional jets in yellow. In (b) the
τe-lepton is highlighted in green, the τµ -lepton in red and the additional jets with a yellow
cone [26].

VBF categories The V BF production mode has a specific final state signature (see Sec-
tion 6.1). In addition to the particles produces in the Higgs boson decay, two jets are expected
in the final state. Therefore, a second jet is required with a transverse momentum pj2

T of at
least 30 GeV and the invariant mass of the di-jet system mjj has to be larger than 400 GeV.
Requirements on the direction of the two jets are applied by requiring a large difference in
η between them (|∆ηjj|> 3) and that they are in opposite hemispheres (ηj1 ×ηj2 < 0). The
η-values of the two selected τ-leptons have to be between the values of the two jets (central
τ-lepton). A comparison between data and simulated events in this inclusive category is
shown in Figure 9.4 as a function of mjj for all three final states.
This inclusive category is split into two sub-categories for τlτl and τlτh, while three sub-
categories are defined for τhτh.
For τlτl and τlτh the inclusive VBF categories are split into a Tight and Loose category. In τlτl
the Tight category requires mjj > 800 GeV, while in τlτh the threshold is reduced to 500 GeV
but supplemented with an additional requirement on the transverse momentum of the di-τ
system with pττ

T > 100 GeV. The Loose categories include all events which pass the inclusive
but fail the Tight selection.
For τhτh a High-pττ

T sub-category is defined with pττ
T > 400 GeV and ∆Rττ < 1.5. The

remaining events of the inclusive VBF category are assigned to the Tight category if mjj
exceeds a threshold depending on |∆ηjj|: mjj > (1550 GeV−250 GeV·|∆ηjj|), while all other
events are associated with the Loose category.
Figure 9.3 (a) shows an exemplary event display for a τlτh candidate in the VBF Tight se-
lection. The display visualizes the two central τ-leptons and the two additional jets in the
forward and backward region of the detector.
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Figure 9.4: Comparisons between data and SM predictions as computed by the fit of the
invariant mass of the di-jet system mjj in the boosted inclusive categories for the τlτl (a) and
τlτh (b) and τhτh (c) final state [26].

Boosted categories To suppress background from QCD multi-jet events especially the
analysis focuses on ggF production events with at least one additional jet in the final state.
The Higgs boson recoils with this jet resulting in a large transverse momentum of the di-τ-
lepton system. Figure 9.3 (a) shows an exemplary event display for a boosted event.
The same requirements for all three final state are used to define the boosted signal categories.
The events have to fail the inclusive VBF category to avoid any overlap between the selection,
but pass the pττ

T > 100 GeV requirement. A comparison between data and simulated events
in this inclusive category is shown in Figure 9.5 as a function of pττ

T for all three final states.
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Figure 9.5: Comparisons between data and SM predictions as computed by the fit of the
transverse momentum of the Higgs boson candidate pττ

T in the boosted inclusive categories
for the τlτl (a) and τlτh (b) and τhτh (c) final state [26].

Similarly to the VBF category, the inclusive boosted category is split into two sub-categories
by increasing the pττ

T threshold to 140 GeV for the High-pττ
T category, while the remaining

events of the inclusive boosted category are assigned to the Low-pττ
T category.

Process composition in signal categories The relative contribution of different physics pro-
cesses in the signal categories is shown in Figure 9.6. The largest relative signal contributions
are reached in the VBF categories, where the Tight (High-pττ

T in τhτh) have higher signal
contributions compared to the Loose categories. Z → ττ events are the dominant background
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Figure 9.6: Relative contribution of processes in the signal categories. The Higgs boson
signal is illustrated in white with a red frame. The background processes are grouped into
Z→ ττ (dark blue), Z→ll (light blue), Top quark production (orange), misidentified τ (yellow)
and other backgrounds (purple). Misidentified τ corresponds to event in which at least one
τ-lepton is a misidentified electron, muon or jet. Other backgrounds include all remaining
non-listed processes described in Chapter 6. The contributions are shown for each of the final
states separately, where the left regions correspond to the τlτl, the middle to the τlτh and the
right to the τhτh final state [26].

contribution in all categories. The misidentified τ background contribution increases with an
increasing number of τh-leptons. The top quark production background has a non-negligible
contribution for τlτl and τlτh. Z → ll events are a sizable background in τlτl. Data-driven cor-
rections are used for each important background in the individual final states. Table 9.4 shows
the absolute event yields for the ggF , V BF and other H→ ττ production modes compared to
the background yields for every signal category and the preselection. The numbers illustrate
the improvement of the signal to background ratio from the preselection to the final signal
categories and show that the VBF and boosted categories enhance the corresponding V BF
and ggF contributions.
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τlτl

Category Background ggF V BF Other H → ττ Signal/Background
Preselection 10700±100 72.9±0.5 30.3±0.02 10.6±0.3 0.011

64% 27% 9%
Boosted incl. 7700±100 60.2±0.5 14.0±0.2 9.6±0.3 0.011

72% 16% 12%
Boosted Low-pττ

T 4230±90 30.5±0.3 6.8±0.1 4.5±0.2 0.010
73% 16% 11%

Boosted High-pττ
T 3480±40 29.7±0.3 7.2±0.1 5.0±0.2 0.012

71% 17% 12%
VBF incl. 410±10 4.4±0.1 14.8±0.2 0.22±0.05 0.047

23% 76% 1%
VBF loose 240±10 2.5±0.1 4.5±0.1 0.10±0.02 0.030

35% 63% 2%
VBF tight 177±8 1.9±0.1 10.3±0.1 0.12±0.02 0.070

15% 84% 1%
τlτh

Preselection 22480±170 213.4±1.9 69.7±0.4 18.9±0.4 0.013
71% 23% 6%

Boosted incl. 12711±140 125.6±1.4 25.9±0.2 13.9±0.3 0.013
76% 16% 8%

Boosted Low-pττ
T 6461±70 61.2±1.0 12.1±0.2 7.9±0.2 0.013

75% 15% 10%
Boosted High-pττ

T 6250±60 64.3±1.0 13.8±0.2 7.9±0.2 0.014
75% 16% 9%

VBF incl. 809±25 10.9±0.4 32.5±0.3 0.3±0.1 0.054
25% 74% 1%

VBF loose 484±17 3.9±0.3 7.1±0.1 0.13±0.04 0.023
35% 64% 1%

VBF tight 325±18 7.0±0.3 25.4±0.2 0.2±0.1 0.100
21% 78% 1%

τhτh

Preselection 14020±110 137±2 48.4±0.4 17.4±0.4 0.014
67% 24% 9%

Boosted incl. 9640±80 105.4±1.4 22.0±0.3 14.9±0.4 0.015
74% 15% 11%

Boosted Low-pττ
T 5590±70 49.5±1.0 10.3±0.2 6.4±0.2 0.012

74% 16% 10%
Boosted High-pττ

T 4050±50 55.9±1.0 11.8±0.2 8.4±0.3 0.019
73% 16% 11%

VBF incl. 520±18 8.2±0.2 21.5±0.3 0.30±0.01 0.058
27% 72% 1%

VBF loose 119±9 1.3±0.1 1.7±0.1 0.04±0.01 0.026
43% 56% 1%

VBF tight 218±13 2.8±0.3 7.5±0.2 0.10±0.01 0.048
27% 72% 1%

VBF High-pττ
T 183±9 4.2±0.2 12.3±0.2 0.20±0.01 0.091

25% 74% 1%

Table 9.4: Predicted event yields for background events, ggF production, V BF production
and other H→ ττ production events and the relative contributions of different Higgs boson
production modes to the signal for the preselection and all signal categories. The Signal over
Background ratio is shown in the most right column, where all H → ττ production modes are
counted as signal.

104



9.3 Background estimation

9.3 Background estimation

All main background process are corrected in a data-driven way to minimize the impact
of the limited background sample size. As shown in the previous section, the background
composition differs between the final states, so that separate background estimations are used
for each of them.

Z → ττ background The Drell-Yan process pp → Z/γ∗ → ττ is the dominant irreducible
background for all signal categories. The contribution varies between 50% and 90% of the
total background. To validate this important background a Z → ττ validation region is defined,
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Figure 9.7: Comparison of observed Z → ll events with data in the Z → ττ validation region
for the τlτh final state as a function of the invariant mass of the di-jet system (a) and the
transverse momentum of the di-lepton system (b). In (a) for the validation region of the
inclusive VBF category and in (b) for the inclusive boosted category [26].

which consists of Z → ll events. This validation region is designed to test the kinematics of
additional jets produced in the Z+jets production, while the modeling of the τ-decay itself
has been extensively studied by a Z → ττ tag-and-probe analysis [214]. Figure 9.7 shows the
observed distributions of Z → ll events compared to the data as a function of two variables.
The simulated events describe the data for both distributions within their uncertainties. A
slight trend within the uncertainties is visible for mjj. To evaluate the impact of this trend, a
study is performed in which the measurement is repeated with reweighted simulated events to
correct this trend. This test shows that the reweighting and therefore the visible trend has no
impact on the final result. The normalization of the Z → ττ background is estimated in the
fit using normalization factors (NFs). These factors are correlated across the final state but
separated for the VBF and boosted signal categories.

105



9.3 Background estimation

Misidentified τ background In each final state, events with misidentified τ-leptons are
a significant background contribution. The contributions from light leptons misidentified
as τh is very small and can be neglected in the misidentified τ background estimation. A
specific data-driven method is used in each final state, to estimate the misidentified τ-lepton
background.
In the τlτl final state, the main sources of misidentified τ background are QCD multi-jet events,

(a) Boosted inclusive (b) VBF inclusive

Figure 9.8: Closure test for misidentified τ background in the τlτl final state for the boosted
inclusive (a) and VBF inclusive (b) signal categories as a function of the mass of the di-τ-
system.

W boson production in association with jets and semi-leptonically decaying tt production
events. The contributions of these sources are treated as one background. To estimate this
background a control region is defined in a phase space orthogonal to the signal category. For
this region the τl with the second-highest pT has to fail the gradient isolation criteria. The τl
identification criteria is additionally relaxed to the loose working point to increase the statistics
in this control region. The misidentified τl background in this region is finally estimated
by taking the data and subtracting contributions from top quark and Z → ll background,
which produce real electrons or muons. The resulting template is then transferred from the
control region to the signal category by applying scale factors. These scale factors correct
the difference in the acceptance of the misidentified τ background in the two regions due
to inversion of the isolation criteria. They are estimated for each combination of lepton
flavor from events that pass the τlτl signal category selection but have same-sign charged
leptons. Systematic uncertainties for the estimated shape and normalization of this method are
calculated as a function of the pT of the sub-leading τl-lepton. Events with leptons passing a
same-sign charge requirement are used for a closure test (see Figure 9.8). This test results in an
uncertainty ranging from 20% to 65%. For the heavy-flavor content an additional systematic
uncertainty with 50% is estimated by using the isolation correction factors that are computed
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from samples selected with an inverted b-jet requirement. Finally, minor contributions of
uncertainties coming from the fractional composition of the misidentified τ background in
top quark decays, QCD multi-jet events and W boson production are taken into account.
In the τlτh final state events with misidentified τl-leptons can be neglected. Events with a jet
misidentified as a τh are mainly sourced by QCD multi-jet events and W boson production in
association with jets. The background is estimated in a control region defined by inverting the
τh-lepton identification criteria. Contribution of background events in this region without a jet
misidentified as a τh are subtracted using simulations. To transfer the background contribution
from the control region to the signal region, transfer factors FF are used to correct for
differences in the fake contribution due to the inversion of the identification criteria. The FF
is calculated separately for QCD multi-jet events and W boson production in association with
jets in control regions via:

FFi =
Npass τ−ID

CRi

Nfail τ−ID
CRi

, (9.2)

with the number of events with a misidentified τ-lepton of the process i in the control region
with applying the τ identification criteria Npass τ−ID

CRi
and with inverting the τ identification

criteria Nfail τ−ID
CRi

. For W boson production in association with jets, a control region is defined
by inverting the requirement on the transverse mass mT, while for the QCD multi-jet events
the τl isolation criteria is inverted. The number of events with a misidentified τ-lepton in the
control region of the specific process is estimated by using the data in the control region and
subtracting the contribution of events without a jet that is misidentified as a τ-lepton and of
other processes:

FFi =
Npass τ−ID

CRi,data −Npass τ−ID
CRi,not j→τ

−Npass τ−ID
CRi,other

Nfail τ−ID
CRi,data −Nfail τ−ID

CRi,not j→τ
−Nfail τ−ID

CRi,other

, (9.3)

with the number of events in the control region with applying (inverting) the τ identifi-
cation criteria for data Npass (fail) τ−ID

CRi,data , for events without jets misidentified as a τ-lepton

Npass (fail) τ−ID
CRi,not j→τ

and for other processes Npass (fail) τ−ID
CRi,other . FFi shows a dependence on the number

of charged tracks in the τh-lepton decay nτ
trk and on the transverse momentum of the τ-lepton

pτ
T, so that they are estimated as a function of these observables.

To estimate the correct relative contributions of the two sources of the misidentified τ back-
ground in the signal categories a data-driven method is used. For this, a transfer factor IF
from the QCD multi-jet control region to signal category is estimated using control regions
defined by requiring same-sign charged τ-leptons and correcting for events with a real lepton
or muon:

IFi =
Nfail τ−ID

SRSS,data −Nfail τ−ID
SRSS,treal lepton

Nfail τ−ID
CRmulti−jet,SS,data −Nfail τ−ID

CRmulti−jet,SS,real lepton

, (9.4)

with the number of events in the control region with inverting the τ identification criteria and
requiring the same-sign criteria for data (events with real electron or muon) Nfail τ−ID

SRSS,data (real lepton)
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and the number of these events in the control region with additionally inverting the τl isolation
criteria Nfail τ−ID

CRmulti−jet,SS,data (real lepton). This factor is estimated separately for events with an
electron and a muon due to the different isolation criteria. IF is estimated as a function of
the transverse momentum and of the absolute η-angle of the electron or muon pl

T and |ηl|,
to account for observed dependencies. With these factors, the relative contribution of QCD
multi-jet events can be estimated, while the remaining misidentified τ background events are
assumed to be sourced by W boson production in association with jets. Figure 9.9 summarizes
the different control regions of this method with their requirements relative to the signal
region. The transfer factors FFi and IF can be used to estimate the contribution of events

Figure 9.9: Overview of control regions used to estimate the misidentified τ background
contribution in τlτh. The axis shows the different selection criteria that are changed relative to
the signal region to define each control region.

with misidentified τ-lepton Nmis. τ as:

Nmis. τ =
(

Nfail τ−ID
SR,data −Nfail τ−ID

SR,not j→τ

)
·FF, (9.5)

here Nfail τ−ID
SR,data(not j→τ) is the data (background events without a jet misidentified as a τ-lepton)

in the signal region with inverted τ identification criteria and FF is the final combined transfer
factor defined as:

FF = FFmulti−jet ·Rmulti−jet +FW
(
1−Rmulti−jet

)
, (9.6)

with the individual transfer factors for the QCD multi-jet (W) background Rmulti−jet (W) and
the relative contribution of QCD multi-jet events Rmulti−jet. Rmulti−jet is defined with the
transfer factor IF as:

Rmulti−jet =
IF ·

(
Nfail τ−ID

CRmulti−jet,data −Nfail τ−ID
CRmulti−jet,real lepton

)
Nfail τ−ID

SR,data −Nfail τ−ID
SR,not j→τ

, (9.7)

with the number of events in the QCD multi-jet control regions with inverted τ identifi-
cation criteria for data Nfail τ−ID

CRmulti−jet,data and simulated events with real electrons or muons
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Nfail τ−ID
CRmulti−jet,real lepton. Observed dependencies of Rmulti−jet on nτ

trk, pτ
T, the lepton flavor (electron

or muon) and on the difference between the τh-lepton and the missing transverse energy
Emiss

T in the angle phi (∆φ
τh,Emiss

T
) are considered by estimating Rmulti−jet as a function of the

observables. All factors are estimated separately for the preselection, the inclusive boosted

Figure 9.10: Overview of the method used to calculate the misidentified τ background
contribution in the τlτh final state. First the IF is calculated to transfer the QCD multi-jet
background from the corresponding control region to the signal region with inverted τ-ID
requirement. This contribution is used to estimate the relative composition of QCD multi-jet
and W+jets events in this region. This is used together with the individual FFi estimated in
control regions defined for the two background processes to calculate the final transfer factor
FF . FF transfers then the τ misidentified background contribution from the signal region
with inverted τ-ID requirement to the signal region.

category and VBF category, except for IF , which is calculated at preselection level for all
categories, to increase the data statistics in the estimation. Figure 9.10 summarizes the full
fake factor method of the τlτh final state by showing all used control regions and the transfer
factors that are used between the different regions. Figure 9.11 shows the estimated IF and a
sub-set of Rmulti−jet as well as FFi values. The full set of Rmulti−jet and FFi values are shown
in Figures A.1-A.5 in the appendix. The values of IF increase for electrons with increasing
|ηl| and pτ

T, while the opposite trend is visible for muons. The Rmulti−jet values for events
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Figure 9.11: IF values for electrons (a) and muons (b) as a function of pτ
T and |ηl| are shown

in the top row. The middle row shows the Rmulti−jet for the boosted inclusive category with
nτ

trk = 1, for electrons and 40 < pτ
T < 90 GeV (c) and for muons and pτ

T ≥ 90 GeV (d) as
function of ∆φ

τh,Emiss
T

. In the bottom row the FFi values for QCD multi-jet and W events in
the VBF inclusive category with nτ

trk = 1 (e) and nτ
trk = 3 (f) are displayed as a function of pτ

T
[224].
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9.3 Background estimation

with a muon and for events with an electron of the boosted category with nτ
trk = 1 decrease

with increasing ∆φ
τh,Emiss

T
. In general, the QCD multi-jet contribution is smaller for events

including a muon and decreases with increasing pτ
T. The FF values are larger for nτ

trk = 1
events as for nτ

trk = 3 events and for QCD multi-jet events as for W boson background events.
For events with nτ

trk = 1 the FF values increase with increasing pτ
T, while a decrease is visible

for events with nτ
trk = 3.

Four different groups of systematic uncertainties are considered for this method. The first
group is the statistical uncertainties of the events in all control regions with values between
3% and 33%. In addition, a systematic uncertainty on Rmulti−jet is estimated by varying the
subtracted background in the calculation of the relative contribution by 35%, where 35%
corresponds to the largest difference in the background contributions observed between the
same-sign and opposite-sign control regions. This results in a relative systematic uncer-
tainty between 1% and 3% on the final misidentified τ background. Finally, a closure test
is performed in a control region with two same-sign charged τ-leptons. Any non-closure
that exceeds the statistical uncertainties is taken into account as an additional systematic
uncertainty (see Figure 9.12).
In τhτh QCD multi-jet contributions are modeled using a template extracted from data in a

(a) Boosted inclusive (b) VBF inclusive

Figure 9.12: Closure test for misidentified τh background in the τlτh final state for the boosted
inclusive (a) and VBF inclusive (b) signal categories as a function of the mass of the di-τ-
system.

dedicated control region, for which same-sign charged τ-leptons are required. To increase
the statistics of this control region, events with τh-candidates with two tracks are added.
Contributions of other background processes are subtracted. Scale factors depending on the
difference in φ of the τ-leptons (∆φττ ) are used to transfer this background to the signal
categories. The scale factors are derived by comparing the template in the control region with
a second control region in which the τ-leptons have opposite charge and the τ-lepton with the
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9.3 Background estimation

second-highest pT fails the tight identification criteria but passes the medium requirement.
To gain statistical power, the requirements on ∆Rττ and |∆ηττ | are loosened compared to the
preselection. The normalization of the misidentified τ background in the τhτh final state is
constrained in the fit by data within the signal categories. For this an NF is defined, which is
correlated across all τhτh signal categories.

Top quark production background As Figure 9.6 shows background events from top
quark production are a negligible contribution in the τhτh final state, so that the top quark
production background is taken from simulation. For the remaining final states, a significant
contribution of this background is expected. In these final states the normalization of the top
quark production background is estimated in the fit via NFs, while the templates are taken
from simulation. For the estimation of these NFs, additional control regions are included into
the fit model. One control region per final state and per inclusive signal category is defined by
inverting the b-jet veto requirement of the signal categories. Figure 9.13 shows the relative
contribution of the physics processes in these control regions. The purity of the top quark
production background varies between 55 and 75%. The NFs of these control regions are
correlated between the sub-categories of one inclusive signal category in each final state.

VBF
CRll→Z

boosted
CRll→Z

VBF
top CR

boosted
top CR

VBF
top CR

boosted
top CR

ATLAS
1−fb , 36.1VeT 13 = s

ττ→H

ττ→Z

ll→Z

Top

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

hτlτlτ lτ

Figure 9.13: Relative contributions of processes in the control regions. The Higgs boson signal
is illustrated in white with a red frame. The background processes are grouped to Z → ττ

(dark blue), Z → ll (light blue), Top quark production (orange) misidentified τ (yellow) and
other backgrounds (purple). The contributions are shown for each final states separately,
where the left regions correspond to the τlτl and the right to the τlτh final state [26].

Z → ll background Z → ll events are an important background in τlτl. The normalization
of this background is estimated in the fit via NFs. Control regions are used to constrain
these NFs. The control regions are defined by requiring the same-flavor τlτl inclusive signal
selection but changing the mll requirement from 30 < mll < 75 GeV to 80 < mll < 100 GeV.
The relative contribution of the physics processes in these regions are shown in Figure 9.13.
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9.4 Systematic uncertainties

Both regions show a purity of Z → ll background events of over 90%. The normalization of
the Z → ll background is correlated across the control region and the corresponding signal
sub-categories. In the remaining final states, this background is taken from simulation and
normalized to the theoretical prediction of the SM.

9.4 Systematic uncertainties

In addition to the systematic uncertainties on the estimation of the misidentified τ background
described in Section 9.3, systematic uncertainties from underlying physics models and detector
effects are considered in the analysis. These uncertainties can be grouped into three different
categories: theoretical uncertainties on the signal prediction, theoretical uncertainties on
the background prediction and experimental uncertainties. The impact of these systematic
uncertainties on the measurements is discussed in Sections 9.6-9.8.

Theoretical uncertainties on the signal prediction The estimation and implementation
of theoretical uncertainties on the signal prediction follows the recommendation of the LHC
Higgs Cross Section Working Group described in [27]. The impact of these uncertainties on
the total cross section, the acceptance in different signal categories and on the shape of the
mMMC

ττ distribution used as the observable in the statistical model are evaluated individually.
Three main sources of uncertainties are considered (see Section 4.3):

• Uncertainties due to missing higher orders in perturbation theory estimation, evaluated
by variations of the QCD scales (µR and µF )

• Non-perturbative parts of the calculation, such as underlying event and hadronization
modeling

• Uncertainties on experimental input parameters, such as parton density functions (PDFs)
or the value of the strong coupling parameter (αs)

The uncertainties on the total cross section are directly provided by [27] and are summarized
in Table 9.5. The QCD scale uncertainties have an important impact on the ggF and ZH
production, while PDF uncertainties have a similar impact on all production modes. The
strong coupling strength has a relative uncertainty over 1% for the ggF production mode only.
The QCD scale uncertainties are evaluated by varying the renormalization and factorization
scales (µR and µF ) described in Section 4.3 by the factor 0.5 and 2 with a constraint of
0.5 ≥ µR/µF ≥ 2. The impact of these variations on the shape of the mMMC

ττ distribution
is generally small. The QCD scale uncertainties are correlated for the Higgs strahlung
productions V H, namely WH and ZH.
For the ggF production these simple variations of the scale parameters are not sufficient.
Experimental requirements of the analysis selection which impose a binning in the jets
multiplicity introduce large contributions on the order of log pcut/mH̊ resulting in large
uncertainties. The simple variation of the scale factors underestimates these uncertainties due
to accidental cancellations. Therefore, a specific treatment of nine independent systematic
uncertainties is used for the ggF production mode, which follows the description in [27].
The nine uncertainties are covering the following sources:
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9.4 Systematic uncertainties

Process QCD scale [%] PDF [%] αs [%]
ggF +3.9 (-3.9) ± 1.8 ± 2.5
V BF +0.4 (-0.3) ± 2.1 ± 0.5
WH +0.5 (-0.7) ± 1.7 ± 0.9
ZH +3.8 (-3.1) ± 1.3 ± 0.9

Table 9.5: Relative theoretical uncertainties on total cross section for the four main production
modes of the Higgs boson for QCD scale uncertainties due to missing higher orders in
perturbation theory (QCD scale), parton density function input parameters (PDF) and the
strong coupling constant (αs) . [27]

• Four scale variations

– ∆µ: Factorization and renormalization scale variations

– ∆φ : Resummation scale variation

– ∆
0/1
cut (∆

1/2
cut ): 0↔1 (1↔2) jet bin migration

• Two V BF topology uncertainties

– Variation of the V BF phase space

– Veto of a third jet

• Two pH
T -shape of the Higgs boson uncertainties

– pH
T 0-60 GeV ↔ 60-∞ GeV

– pH
T 0-120 GeV ↔ 120-∞ GeV

• One top mass dependency uncertainty (mtop)

These uncertainties on the ggF production are expected to have a large impact on the ggF
production mode cross section in the H → ττ analysis.
Uncertainties of the used parton shower (PS) method (see Section 4.3) and the underlying
event are estimated comparing two different models, namely Pythia8 [131] and Herwig7
[237]. The parton shower uncertainty are taken into account for the dominant production
modes ggF , V BF and V H and are decorrelated between the boosted and VBF categories for
ggF and V BF . In addition a parametrization uncertainty for the V BF parton shower model is
considered
PDF uncertainties are evaluated following the recommendation described in [132], which
includes 30 eigenvector variations and two variations of αs. These uncertainties are treated as
independent NPs in the likelihood model. The acceptance uncertainties of these theoretical
uncertainties on the signal in the different event selections are summarized in Table A.1 in the
appendix. Table 9.6 summarizes the final number of NPs included in the fit model to cover
the theoretical uncertainties on the signal prediction, while Table A.2 in the appendix lists all
NPs with their descriptions.
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9.4 Systematic uncertainties

Uncertainty source Number of NPs
Signal theory 49
PDF 30
αs 1
QCD scale 12
Parton-shower 6

Table 9.6: Number of NPs related to signal theory uncertainties in the fit model grouped into
different sources.

Theoretical uncertainties on the background prediction For Z → ττ background events
each considered source of systematic uncertainties is parametrized with the following strategy:

• A set of independent NPs per each inclusive signal category and per final state to account
for the impact of the variation on the mMMC

ττ distribution as well as for migration effects
between different sub-categories of the same inclusive category. These are evaluated in
each channel after the variation has been normalized to the nominal prediction in the
inclusive signal categories.

• One NP per inclusive signal category to account for the different selection requirements
of the inclusive categories across the final states. These are evaluated as the impact of
the variation on the relative normalization of each final state with respect to the total
event prediction.

Five different sources of theoretical uncertainties are considered for the Z → ττ background:

• PDF: Based on internal weight variations of SHERPA [117]

• ∆µ: Factorization and renormalization scale variations

• CKKW: Jet-to-parton matching uncertainties, evaluated using particle-level parametriza-
tion as a function of the jet multiplicity and the transverse momentum of the Z-boson

• QSF: Resummation scale used for the soft gluon emission.

• PS and underlying-event: Comparison of MG5_aMc [136] and SHERPA [117] for
Z → ll events

The PS uncertainties are evaluated on Z → ll events instead of Z → ττ to increase the statistics.
A comparison of these uncertainties on the Z → ττ and Z → ll events shows a good agreement.
For the slight trend observed in mjj for Z → ττ and Z → ll (see Section 9.3), one systematic
uncertainty per process is considered by taking the difference when comparing the nominal
prediction with a prediction reweighted to correct this trend.
For the Z → ll and top quark production backgrounds theoretical systematic uncertainties
are studied and found to be significantly smaller than the statistical uncertainty of simulated
events, so that they are neglected in the analysis.
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9.4 Systematic uncertainties

Table 9.7 summarizes the final 42 NPs included in the fit model to cover the theoretical
uncertainties on the background prediction, while Table A.2 in the appendix lists all NP with
their descriptions.

Uncertainty source Number of NPs
Background theory 42
Z PDF 8
Z ∆µR,µF 8
Z CKKW 8
Z QSF 8
Z PS 8
mjj modeling 2

Table 9.7: Number of NPs related to background theory uncertainties in the fit model grouped
into different sources.

Experimental uncertainties Uncertainties on the reconstructed objects, the pile-up models,
the luminosity and the misidentified τ background are considered as experimental uncer-
tainties. For each object, the recommendation of the reconstruction method described in
Chapter 5 is used.
For muons, electrons and jets resolutions, scale, trigger and efficiency uncertainties are con-
sidered. In addition, scale and efficiency uncertainties are evaluated for τh-leptons. Therefore,
13 independent NPs for electrons, 15 for muons and τh-leptons each are considered. The
impact of the electron and muon uncertainties on the analysis is expected to be small, while
the impact of the τh-leptons is sizable.
The systematic uncertainties on jets have an significant impact on this analysis due the re-
quirement of jets in the signal categories and the correlation between the jet objects and the
mMMC

ττ distribution. Therefore, eleven NPs covering the jet energy resolution, 21 parameters
covering the jet energy scale and one covering the efficiency of the jet vertex tagger (JVT)
are evaluated. Similar to the jet uncertainties, a large impact of uncertainties related to the
estimation of the missing transverse energy is expected. Resolution and scale uncertainties
are considered, which impact the analysis via the missing transverse energy requirement in
the event selections and through shape effects on the mMMC

ττ distribution.
To cover uncertainties on the b-jet veto requirement in τlτl and τlτh, 14 NPs on the flavor tag-
ging efficiency are considered, which are expected to have a minor impact on the measurement.
Two NPs are considered for the pile-up reweighting and one for the luminosity measurement
(see Section 4.3). Finally, NPs related to the misidentified τ background estimation described
in Section 9.4 are implemented. Table 9.8 summarizes the number of NPs included in the fit
model that are related to experimental uncertainties, while Table A.3 in the appendix lists all
NPs with their descriptions.
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Leptons and jets
Uncertainty source Electrons Muons τ-leptons Jets
All 13 15 15 33
Resolution 1 2 11
Energy scale 6 1 3 21
Reconstruction/Identification 3 6 4
Isolation 1 2
Trigger 2 4 6
Charge identification 2
Electron veto 2
Jet vertex tagger 1

Misidentified-τ background
Uncertainty source τlτl τlτh τhτh

All 2 7 3
Others

Uncertainty source b-jet Emiss
T Luminosity Pile-Up

All 13 3 1 1

Table 9.8: Number of NPs related to experimental uncertainty in the fit model grouped into
different sources .

9.5 Statistical model

To extract the signal parameters a profiled likelihood fit is used as described in Section 7.2.
All systematic uncertainties described in the previous Section 9.4 are included as NPs.
For the background estimation, as described in Section 9.3, several NFs are included. Fig-
ure 9.14 summarizes the fit model. The figure shows the VBF categories and their control
regions on the left side, while the right side illustrates the boosted categories and their control
regions. The likelihood model consists of thirteen signal categories, four top quark production
control regions and two Z → ll control regions. For every control region one NF is defined,
which acts on the control region and on every corresponding signal category, so that four top
quark production and two Z → ll NFs are included in the likelihood model. Two Z → ττ

NFs are included, where one is applied on the Z → ττ background in all VBF categories and
one in all boosted signal categories. Finally, one free NF is applied on the misidentified τ

background in all τhτh signal categories, so that nine free NFs on background contributions
are included in the likelihood model.
On each signal sample per STXS Stage 1 bin, an individual normalization factor is defined as a
PoI (see Section 7.1.3). However, due to the definition of signal categories and the limited data
statistics, the full set of PoIs cannot be measured. Instead, three different measurements are
performed using individual assumptions on the PoIs to reduce the number of free parameters
in the fit model. For each measurement, a different set of PoIs on the signal sample are
correlated. In addition PoIs of minor signal contribution are set to the SM prediction, so that
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Figure 9.14: Schematic overview of the fit model. The red boxes correspond to signal
categories, the orange boxes to top quark production control regions and the cyan boxes to
Z → ll control regions. Each arrow corresponds to one NF, where blue acts only on Z → ττ ,
cyan on Z → ll, orange on top production and yellow on misidentified τ background events.
Arrows pointing to more than one signal category or control region illustrate that the NFs are
correlated across these regions [26].

for each measurement a different set of final PoIs is defined.
To further increase the significance of the fit model an additional observable is used in the
likelihood model. In each signal category the mass distribution of the di-τ-system calculated
with the missing mass calculator mMMC

ττ (see Section 5.7) is used as an input for the fit model,
while for all control regions only the number of expected events are used. The binning in
mMMC

ττ varies across the signal categories depending on the given data statistics. Figure 9.15
and Figure 9.16 show the observed mMMC

ττ distribution with the binning used in the fit model
for all VBF and Boosted signal categories. The figures show that the Z → ττ background
peaks around the Z boson mass (≈ 90 GeV), while the H → ττ signal peaks around Higgs
boson mass (≈ 125 GeV). For all other background processes the distribution is rather flat.
Therefore, the use of mMMC

ττ as an observable in the likelihood model increases the signal to
background separation. The observed event yields compared to the recorded data are shown
in Table 9.9. In all signal categories the observed events agree within their uncertainties with
the recorded data.

118



9.5 Statistical model

100 150 200

]V [Geττ
MMC

m

0.5
1

1.5B
k
g

 / 
D

a
ta

2

4

6

8V
G

e
 / 

E
v
e
n
ts

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

ll → Z

Top

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

ll → Z

Top

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

ll → Z

Top

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

ATLAS
1−

fb , 36.1VeT 13 = s

 VBF loose SRlepτlepτ

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

ll → Z

Top

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

ATLAS
1−

fb , 36.1VeT 13 = s

 VBF loose SRlepτlepτ

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

ll → Z

Top

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

ATLAS
1−

fb , 36.1VeT 13 = s

 VBF loose SRlepτlepτ

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

ll → Z

Top

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

100 150 200

]V [Geττ
MMC

m

0.5
1

1.5B
k
g

 / 
D

a
ta

1

2

3

4

5

V
G

e
 / 

E
v
e
n
ts

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

ll → Z

Top

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

ll → Z

Top

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

ll → Z

Top

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

ATLAS
1−

fb , 36.1VeT 13 = s

 VBF tight SRlepτlepτ

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

ll → Z

Top

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

ATLAS
1−

fb , 36.1VeT 13 = s

 VBF tight SRlepτlepτ

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

ll → Z

Top

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

ATLAS
1−

fb , 36.1VeT 13 = s

 VBF tight SRlepτlepτ

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

ll → Z

Top

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

(a) (b)

50 100 150 200

]V [Geττ
MMC

m

0.5
1

1.5B
k
g

 / 
D

a
ta

2

4

6

8

V
G

e
 / 

E
v
e
n
ts

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

ATLAS
1−

fb , 36.1VeT 13 = s

 VBF loose SRhadτlepτ

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

ATLAS
1−

fb , 36.1VeT 13 = s

 VBF loose SRhadτlepτ

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

ATLAS
1−

fb , 36.1VeT 13 = s

 VBF loose SRhadτlepτ

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

50 100 150 200

]V [Geττ
MMC

m

0.5
1

1.5B
k
g

 / 
D

a
ta

5

10

V
G

e
 / 

E
v
e
n
ts

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

ATLAS
1−

fb , 36.1VeT 13 = s

 VBF tight SRhadτlepτ

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

ATLAS
1−

fb , 36.1VeT 13 = s

 VBF tight SRhadτlepτ

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

ATLAS
1−

fb , 36.1VeT 13 = s

 VBF tight SRhadτlepτ

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

(c) (d)

0 50 100 150 200

]V [Geττ
MMC

m

0.5
1

1.5B
k
g

 / 
D

a
ta

1

2

3

V
G

e
 / 

E
v
e
n
ts

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

ATLAS
1−

fb , 36.1VeT 13 = s

 VBF loose SRhadτhadτ

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

ATLAS
1−

fb , 36.1VeT 13 = s

 VBF loose SRhadτhadτ

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

ATLAS
1−

fb , 36.1VeT 13 = s

 VBF loose SRhadτhadτ

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

0 50 100 150 200

]V [Geττ
MMCm

1

2

3

B
k
g

 / 
D

a
ta

2

4

6

V
G

e
 / 

E
v
e
n
ts

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

ATLAS
1−

fb , 36.1VeT 13 = s

 SR
T

ττp VBF high­hadτhadτ

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

ATLAS
1−

fb , 36.1VeT 13 = s

 SR
T

ττp VBF high­hadτhadτ

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

ATLAS
1−

fb , 36.1VeT 13 = s

 SR
T

ττp VBF high­hadτhadτ

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

0 50 100 150 200

]V [Geττ
MMC

m

0.5
1

1.5B
k
g

 / 
D

a
ta

1

2

3

4

5

V
G

e
 / 

E
v
e
n
ts

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

ATLAS
1−

fb , 36.1VeT 13 = s

 VBF tight SRhadτhadτ

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

ATLAS
1−

fb , 36.1VeT 13 = s

 VBF tight SRhadτhadτ

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

ATLAS
1−

fb , 36.1VeT 13 = s

 VBF tight SRhadτhadτ

2016 + Data 2015

1.09) = µ (ττ → H

ττ → Z

Other backgrounds

τMisidentified 

Uncertainty

(e) (f) (g)

Figure 9.15: Observed mMMC
ττ distribution of the H → ττ analysis based on the 2015-2016

data set binned as in the fit model for all VBF signal categories, from top to bottom for the
τlτl, τlτh and τhτh final states [26].
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Figure 9.16: Observed mMMC
ττ distribution of the H → ττ analysis based on the 2015-2016

data set binned as in the fit model for all boosted signal categories, from top to bottom for the
τlτl, τlτh and τhτh final states [26].
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9.5 Statistical model

τlepτlep VBF τlepτlep boosted

Loose Tight Low-p
ττ
T High-p

ττ
T

Z → ττ 151 ± 13 107 ± 12 2977 ± 90 2687 ± 64
Z → `` 15.1± 4.9 20.3± 6.6 360 ± 54 236 ± 31
Top 33.0± 6.4 25.1± 4.5 321 ± 50 189 ± 29
V V 11.8± 2.2 10.7± 1.5 194.1± 8.5 195.3± 8.8
Misidentified τ 18.3± 9.6 9.6± 4.8 209 ± 92 80 ± 35
ggF, H →WW ∗ 1.2± 0.2 1.4± 0.3 11.8± 2.6 16.4± 1.7
VBF, H →WW ∗ 1.7± 0.2 4.1± 0.5 2.9± 0.3 2.9± 0.3

ggF, H → ττ 2.6± 0.9 1.8± 0.9 34.4± 9.2 33.8± 9.5
VBF, H → ττ 5.3± 1.5 11.3± 3.0 7.7± 2.1 8.2± 2.3
WH , H → ττ < 0.1 < 0.1 2.5± 0.7 3.1± 0.9
ZH , H → ττ < 0.1 < 0.1 1.3± 0.4 1.6± 0.4
ttH , H → ττ < 0.1 0.1± 0.1 1.5± 0.5 1.2± 0.4

Total background 232 ± 13 178 ± 12 4075 ± 61 3408 ± 54
Total signal 8.0± 2.2 13.2± 3.5 47 ± 12 48 ± 12

Data 237 188 4124 3444

τlepτhad VBF τlepτhad boosted

Loose Tight Low-p
ττ
T High-p

ττ
T

Z → ττ 178 ± 18 323 ± 21 4187 ± 92 5347 ± 82
Z → `` 10.0± 3.0 12.7± 3.1 130 ± 37 115 ± 16
Top 5.8± 1.6 17.9± 4.6 121 ± 20 57 ± 10
Misidentified τ 103 ± 16 101 ± 15 1895 ± 80 605 ± 29
Other backgrounds 4.0± 1.6 9.3± 1.9 115.0± 7.8 129.0± 8.8

ggF, H → ττ 3.8± 1.1 7.1± 1.9 62 ± 16 66 ± 22
VBF, H → ττ 7.6± 2.2 24.7± 6.8 11.9± 3.4 14.0± 4.0
WH , H → ττ < 0.1 0.1± 0.0 3.9± 1.1 5.4± 1.4
ZH , H → ττ < 0.1 < 0.1 1.8± 0.5 2.8± 0.7
ttH , H → ττ < 0.1 < 0.1 0.1± 0.0 0.2± 0.1

Total background 301 ± 17 463 ± 21 6448 ± 81 6253 ± 80
Total signal 11.5± 3.2 32.0± 8.2 80 ± 20 89 ± 26

Data 318 496 6556 6347

τhadτhad VBF τhadτhad boosted

Loose Tight High-p
ττ
T Low-p

ττ
T High-p

ττ
T

Z → ττ 67.3± 9.2 100 ± 12 141 ± 12 3250 ± 130 3582 ± 82
Misidentified τ 45.0± 5.4 96.4± 9.2 20.0± 2.9 1870 ± 140 364 ± 53
Other backgrounds 4.4± 1.4 11.6± 1.7 4.4± 0.7 281 ± 21 109.9± 9.2

ggF, H → ττ 1.1± 0.4 2.0± 0.7 3.5± 1.0 41 ± 11 48 ± 14
VBF, H → ττ 1.4± 0.5 6.4± 1.8 11.2± 3.0 9.0± 3.4 10.7± 2.9
WH , H → ττ < 0.1 < 0.1 < 0.1 3.3± 0.9 4.4± 1.2
ZH , H → ττ < 0.1 < 0.1 < 0.1 2.4± 0.7 2.9± 0.8
ttH , H → ττ < 0.1 < 0.1 < 0.1 1.6± 0.5 1.9± 0.5

Total background 116.7± 9.4 208 ± 12 165 ± 12 5401 ± 78 4057 ± 64
Total signal 2.6± 0.8 8.6± 2.4 14.9± 3.8 57 ± 15 68 ± 18

Data 121 220 179 5455 4103

Table 9.9: Observed event yields of the H → ττ analysis based on the 2015-2016 data set
binned as in the fit model for all signal categories, from top to bottom for the τlτl, τlτh and
τhτh final states [26].
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9.6 Signal strength measurement

9.6 Signal strength measurement

The signal strength measurement is designed to discover the H → ττ coupling with the
ATLAS detector. The signal strength µ is defined as the observed cross section of the H → ττ

decay mode σobs
H→ττ

divided by the corresponding SM prediction σSM
H→ττ

: µ = σobs
H→ττ/σSM

H→ττ

and is used to estimate the significance of the signal excess relative to the background-only
hypothesis as described in Section 3.1. For this measurement, one common PoI for all H → ττ

signal samples is considered in the likelihood model. This setup uses the assumption that
the relative contribution of the different signal samples to the combined signal is SM-like.
The observed significance corresponds to 4.4σ , while the expected significance is 4.1σ .
This corresponds to an evidence (>3σ but <5σ ) of the H → ττ decay mode, while for an
observation >5σ is required. To reach this threshold with the data recorded by the ATLAS
detector a combined fit using this analysis and the previous analysis based on the Run 1 data
set [233] is performed. All NPs and NFs on background processes are treated as uncorrelated
between the two analyses, while the NFs on the signal processes are fully correlated to one
PoI. The observed (expected) significance for the combined measurement amounts to 6.4σ

(5.4σ ) and corresponds to the first observation of the H → ττ decay mode with the ATLAS
experiment.

9.7 Inclusive cross section measurements

The focus of the measurements discussed in this section is the determination of cross sections
of different Higgs boson production modes in the H → ττ decay channel. Two different mea-
surements with individual sets of PoIs are performed. The first setup targets the measurement
of the inclusive cross section of the Higgs boson production and assumes that the relative
contributions of all signal processes to the inclusive Higgs boson production are SM-like.
Therefore, one common PoI for all H → ττ production modes is defined by correlating the
individual PoIs of all signal samples in the likelihood model. The final PoI is defined as the
inclusive Higgs boson production cross section σH multiplied by the H → ττ branching ratio
BH→ττ : σH→ττ = σH ×BH→ττ , where the ggF , V BF , V H and ttH production modes are
considered for σH (see Section 6.1). In the second setup the measurement of individual cross
sections for the main production modes of the Higgs boson are targeted. Therefore, one PoI
per production mode is defined, which are uncorrelated across different production modes. As
described in Section 9.2.3 the signal categories are focusing on the ggF and V BF production
modes. For a stable likelihood model all PoIs of the remaining Higgs boson production modes
are set constant to the SM prediction in this setup, so that two final PoIs are defined in this
setup: σ

ggF
H→ττ

and σV BF
H→ττ

.

9.7.1 Higgs boson production cross section

The observed value of the inclusive Higgs boson production cross section of the H → ττ

decay mode is:

σ
obs
H→ττ = 3.77 +0.60

−0.59(stat.) +0.87
−0.74(syst.) pb, (9.8)

122



9.7 Inclusive cross section measurements

which is consistent with SM prediction of

σ
SM
H→ττ = 3.46±0.13 pb. (9.9)

The measurement is dominated by the systematic uncertainties. Table 9.10 shows the relative

Uncertainty source Impact ∆σ/σH→ττ [%]
Observed Expected

Theoretical unc. on signal +13.4 -8.7 +12.0 -7.8
Background sample size +10.8 -9.9 +10.1 -9.7
Jets and Emiss

T +11.2 -9.1 +10.4 -8.4
Background normalization +6.3 -4.4 +6.3 -4.4
Misidentified τ leptons +4.5 -4.2 +3.4 -3.2
Theoretical uncert. on background +4.6 -3.6 +5.0 -4.0
τh-leptons +4.4 -2.9 +5.5 -4.0
B-jets +3.4 -3.4 +3.0 -2.3
Luminosity +3.3 -2.4 +3.1 -2.2
Electrons and muons +1.2 -0.9 +1.1 -0.8

Table 9.10: Relative impact of systematic uncertainties on the inclusive cross section grouped
into different categories. The groups are listed in decreasing order of their impact [26].

uncertainties of systematic uncertainties grouped into different sources estimated with the
breakdown approach (see Section 7.2). The dominant systematic uncertainties are theoret-
ical uncertainties on the signal prediction with +13.4 (-8.7)%, followed by the statistical
uncertainties of the background simulation and systematic uncertainties related to jets and
missing transverse energy. The main contribution to the theoretical uncertainties on the signal
are uncertainties on the QCD calculation of ggF and on the parton shower modeling for
V BF . The high impact of jets and missing transverse energy uncertainties is a result of the
limited detector energy resolution, which are used in this analysis for the signal to background
separation and impact the shape of mMMC

ττ . Figure 9.17 shows the ten NPs with the largest
impact on the measurement estimated with the NP ranking approach (see Section 7.2). Four
uncertainties correspond to QCD calculation uncertainties on ggF , where the QCD calc. of
ggF , pH

T ≥ 120 GeV has the largest impact. Two uncertainties related to the jet energy resolu-
tion of the detector are ranked on the second and seventh position. Furthermore, uncertainties
on the background normalization of Z → ττ and Z → ll events, on the b-jet identification
and on the luminosity calculation are ranked under the top ten systematic uncertainties. The
pulls and constraints of these uncertainties are shown as well in Figure 9.17. Most of the
leading uncertainties have minor pulls and small constraints except for the jet and b-jet related
uncertainties. The pulls on constraints on these systematic uncertainties show that this analysis
gives the likelihood model the possibility to reduce and correct the input of these uncertainties,
which are estimated in auxiliary measurements. The sensitivity of the H → ττ analysis on
these NPs can be explained by relatively high data statistics of the analysis in events with
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Figure 9.17: Relative impact of the ten systematic uncertainties with the highest impact on
the inclusive measurement. The uncertainties are listed in decreasing order of their impact.
The upper x-axis corresponds to the impact of the systematic uncertainty on the the inclusive
cross section if the systematic is varied by one standard deviation and is visualized with blue
boxes. The lower x-axis corresponds to the pull and constraint of the systematic uncertainty,
which is illustrated with black points and black lines [26].

at least one jet and the dependency of the mMMC
ττ distribution on these. Due to the mMMC

ττ

dependency, the systematic uncertainties have a large shape contribution in the fit model, so
that the fit can pull and constrain these in event categories with large data statistics compared
to the auxiliary measurement, such as the boosted categories. This is given especially for the
jet related uncertainties, since the calculation of these uncertainties is still based the Run 1
data set, with an integrated luminosity of 26 fb−1. An evaluation of these uncertainties based
on the Run 2 data set was not available at this time.

9.7.2 ggF and V BF Higgs boson production cross section

In a second configuration of the analysis the inclusive production mode cross section for the
two leading production modes ggF and V BF are determined. Therefore, one PoI for the ggF
production mode and one for the V BF production mode are defined in the likelihood model.
The normalization of the remaining production modes are set constant to the SM prediction.
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9.7 Inclusive cross section measurements

The observed values for the ggF production mode σ
ggF
H→ττ

= σ
ggF
H ×BH→ττ and the V BF

production mode σV BF
H→ττ

= σV BF
H ×BH→ττ are:

σ
ggF, obs
H→ττ

= 3.10 ±1.0 (stat.) +1.6
−1.3 (syst.) pb,

σ
V BF , obs
H→ττ

= 0.28 ±0.09 (stat.) +0.11
−0.09 (syst.) pb.

(9.10)

The SM prediction are:

σ
ggF, SM
H→ττ

= 3.05 ±0.13 pb,
σ

V BF , SM
H→ττ

= 0.237 ±0.006 pb.
(9.11)

The observed cross section values agree within their uncertainties with their SM predictions.
The measurement of σ

ggF
H→ττ

is dominated by systematic uncertainties, while the impact of
the systematic uncertainties and data statistics are of the same size for σV BF

H→ττ
. The impact of

individual sources of systematic uncertainties is similar to the one for the measurement of the
inclusive production modes cross section described in the previous paragraph. The leading
experimental systematic uncertainties are related to jets and missing transverse momentum.
The leading theoretical uncertainties are QCD calculation uncertainties for the ggF production
mode and parton shower uncertainties for the V BF production mode.
Figure 9.18 shows the best-fit value as well as the 68% and the 95% confidence limit (CL)

2− 0 2 4 6 8 10

[pb] ττ→ H
F gg σ

0.2−

0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

[p
b]

 ττ
→  
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F
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Best fit

SM

ATLAS

Figure 9.18: Best-fit values and the 68% as well as the 95% confidence limits (CL) for
the simultaneous measurement of the inclusive ggF and V BF Higgs production mode in
the H → ττ decay channel. The x-axis corresponds to the ggF and the y-axis to the V BF
cross section. The black cross shows the best-fit value, while the blue cross marks the SM
prediction. The dashed red line shows the 68% CL and the solid red line the 95% CL area of
the measurement [26].
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9.8 STXS measurement

contours of this measurement in the (σggF
H→ττ

,σV BF
H→ττ

)-plane. The SM prediction is covered
by the 68% CL around the best-fit value. The 68% and 95% CL ellipse are both rotated
anti-clock wise, which illustrates the high anti-correlation of the two measured cross sections
with a value of -52%.

9.8 STXS measurement

The analysis strategy described in the previous sections is used to preform the first STXS
measurement in the H → ττ decay mode. For this, the Stage 1 definition of the STXS
framework (see Section 7.1.3) is considered. The analysis event selection is optimized to
measure the inclusive ggF and V BF production modes and not to measure cross sections
within the STXS framework. This measurement is designed to define and measure the
best configuration of STXS bins for the given event selections. Figure 9.19 shows the
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Figure 9.19: Signal event yields of STXS bins (columns) in the analysis signal categories
(rows). The colored background indicates the size of event yield, where the color changes
from green (0.5-10 events) over yellow (10-15 events) and orange (15-20 events) to red (over
20 events) for higher yields.

expected event yields of the different Stage 1 STXS bins in the signal categories. The
boosted signal categories are dominated by the ggF production mode. The event category
split at pH

T = 140 GeV is not in agreement with the STXS pH
T bin borders. The boosted

low categories are mainly populated with events of the ggF 60 ≤ pH
T < 120 GeV and ggF

120 ≤ pH
T < 200 GeV STXS bins and the boosted high categories with events of the ggF

120 ≤ pH
T < 200 GeV and ggF 200 GeV ≤ pH

T STXS bins. All boosted categories have
additional signal contributions from the V BF and V (→ qq)H production modes. For a stable
fit result, each considered STXS bin should have a signal category in which the STXS bin is
dominating. To achieve this, the ggF 60 ≤ pH

T < 120 GeV and ggF 120 ≤ pH
T < 200 GeV

bins are merged together to one STXS bin, while the ggF 200 GeV ≤ pH
T STXS bin is kept

separated. The VBF categories are all dominated by the V BF like STXS bin. Figure 9.20
shows the relative contributions of the STXS bins in the different categories. The categories are
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9.8 STXS measurement
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Figure 9.20: Relative contribution of STXS bins (colors) to the full expected H → ττ signal
in each signal category (rows). The categories are summed up across the final state and all
VBF categories are summed up.

summed up across the final states and for all VBF categories, since they show no significant
differences across each other. The boosted low categories and the VBF categories are
dominated by their corresponding STXS bins ggF 60 ≤ pH

T < 200 GeV and EW qqH V BF-
like, while the boosted high category has a similar contribution of the ggF 60 ≤ pH

T < 200 GeV
and ggF 200 GeV ≤ pH

T STXS bins. The normalization of these three STXS bins: ggF
60 ≤ pH

T < 200 GeV and ggF 200 GeV ≤ pH
T and the EW qqH V BF-like are kept as PoIs in

the likelihood model. The contribution of other STXS bins is relatively small, so that the NFs
of them are set constant to the SM prediction in the likelihood model.
Figure 9.21 compares the observed cross section for the three STXS bins with their SM

x BR [pb]

total syst SM exp.

0.25 ( 0.08, 0.08)

1.79 ( 0.53, 0.74)
0.12 ( 0.05, 0.05)

0.1 0.5 1.0 1.5 2.0 2.5

∓ ∓

∓ ∓

∓ ∓
EW qqH, Nj≥2, pT

H<200 GeV, VBF-likeEW qqH, Nj≥2, 
pT

H<200 GeV, VBF-like

(stat., syst.)

ggF, Nj≥1,
60≤pT

H<200 GeV

ggF, Nj≥1,
pT

H≥200 GeV ggF, Nj≥1, 60≤pT
H<200 GeV

ggF, Nj≥1, pT
H≥200 GeV

σ

Figure 9.21: Observed cross sections for STXS bins in the H → ττ decay channel, compared
to the SM prediction illustrated with yellow boxes. The full uncertainties on the measured
PoIs are shown with black bars, while the systematic uncertainties on them is shown with
blue bars.

predictions and Table 9.11 summarizes the observed cross section values as well as the SM
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9.8 STXS measurement

Process STXS bin σobs
H→ττ

[pb] σSM
H→ττ

[pb]
(1) EW qqH Nj ≥ 2 pH

T < 200 GeV V BF-like 0.25 ± 0.08 (stat.) ± 0.08 (syst.) 0.22 ± 0.01
(2) ggF Nj ≥ 1 200 GeV≥ pH

T 0.12 ± 0.05 (stat.) ± 0.05 (syst.) 0.14 ± 0.03
(3) ggF Nj ≥ 1 60≥ pH

T < 200 GeV 1.79 ± 0.53 (stat.) ± 0.74 (syst.) 0.40 ± 0.05

Table 9.11: Observed (σobs
H→ττ

) and SM expected (σSM
H→ττ

) cross sections for measured STXS
bins in the H → ττ decay channel [26].

predictions. For the EW qqH V BF-like and ggF 200 GeV ≤ pH
T STXS bins, the observed

values agree within one standard deviation with the SM prediction, while the ggF 60 ≤
pH

T < 200 GeV STXS bin agrees within 1.5 standard deviations. The measurement of the
ggF 60 ≤ pH

T < 200 GeV STXS bin is dominated by systematic uncertainties due to the large
extrapolation from the event selection to the measured phase space defined by the STXS bin.
For the remaining measured STXS bins the statistical uncertainty is of the same size as the
systematic uncertainty. However, also for these STXS bins the event selection does not agree
well with the STXS bin definitions, so that the sensitivity is reduced by large extrapolation
uncertainties. To improve the measurement, the event selection has to be defined closer to
the STXS bin definitions to reduce the impact of systematic uncertainties. For this, a new
analysis is performed using the full Run 2 data set and an event selection optimized for the
STXS measurement, which is described in Chapter 10.
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10 H → ττ ANALYSIS WITH THE 2015-2018 DATA SET

After the observation of the H → ττ coupling with the ATLAS experiment analysis described
in Chapter 9, a new analysis focusing on the measurement of cross sections, especially within
the STXS framework (see Section 7.1), is performed. This analysis is based on the full Run
2 data set taken from 2015 to 2018. The previous analysis [233] is used as a baseline but
the event selection, background estimation and the fit model are optimized. This section
will describe the changes compared to the previous analysis and discuss the results of the
optimized analysis. The results are published in Reference [28].

10.1 Signal and background processes

Additional production processes of the Higgs boson are included compared to the previous
analysis (see Section 4.5). The tH and bbH production modes are added, which have a small
contribution compared to the other production modes, but become more relevant compared to
the previous analysis due to the increased precision of the measurement. The same background
processes as for the 2015 to 2016 analysis are considered.

10.2 Event selection

This section summarizes the signal event selection of the analysis. The selection is split into
three different stages: Trigger selection, preselection and event categories. The first two
selections are defined to increase the H → ττ signal over background ratio, while the event
categories are designed to further increase this ratio but also to increase the signal contribution
of a specific STXS bin (see Section 7.1) compared to other STXS bins.

10.2.1 Trigger selection

The trigger selection for the 2015 and 2016 data set, described in Table 9.1, is used again for
this analysis. For the 2017 and 2018 data sets the same single-lepton and di-lepton triggers are
used as for the 2016 data set. Only for the τhτh final state, two new triggers are used for the
2017 and 2018 data set (see Table 10.1). The same trigger and offline analysis requirements
on pT, as summarized in Table 9.2, are used for this analysis. For the two additional di-τh
triggers, the same thresholds as for the 2016 di-τh trigger are applied.

Trigger menu Data period Chain name
Di-hadronic τ 2017 HLT_tau35_medium1_tracktwo_tau25_medium1_tracktwo_03dR30_L1DR_TAU20ITAU12U_J25

2018 HLT_tau35_medium1_tracktwoEF_tau25_medium1_tracktwoEF_03dR30_L1DR_TAU20ITAU12U_J25

Table 10.1: Overview of additional unprescaled di-τh triggers of this analysis compared to the
2015 to 2016 analysis, grouped by the corresponding data period.



10.2 Event selection

10.2.2 Preselection

Table 10.2 summarizes the preselection of the analysis. Compared to the previous analysis
the τlτl selection has changed as well as the criteria used for the τl and τh identification and
isolation. In τlτl the same flavor final state is excluded from the analysis. In this final state the
Z → ll background has a significant contribution and a large impact on the signal extraction,
while it has only a small contribution in other final states. In the previous measurement, a
dedicated control regions combined with NFs were used to model this background. The τlτl
final state has a small branching ratio of 6.2% and a minor contribution to the cross section
measurements in the H → ττ decay mode. By removing this final state, the control regions for
the Z → ll background can be removed. This gives the possibility to use these Z → ll control
regions to constrain the Z → ττ background (see Section 10.3). The new working points
for τl and τh, based on new methods described in Section 5.2, 5.3 and 5.5, are considered.
The remaining requirements of the preselection follow the selection of the previous analysis
described in Section 9.2.2.

τeτµ τlτh τhτh

(1) Nloose
τe/τµ

=2, Nloose
τh

=0 Nloose
τe/τµ

=1, Nloose
τh

=1 Nloose
τe/τµ

=0, Nloose
τh

=2

(2) τe/τµ : Medium ID τe/τµ : Medium ID
τe/τµ : FCLoose/FCTightTrackOnly τe/τµ : FCLoose/FCTightTrackOnly

(3) τh: RNN Medium ID τh: RNN Medium ID
(4) Opposite charge Opposite charge Opposite charge
(5) mcoll

ττ > mZ −25 GeV mT < 70 GeV
(6) 30 < mll < 100 GeV
(7) Emiss

T > 20 GeV Emiss
T > 20 GeV Emiss

T > 20 GeV
(8) ∆Rττ < 2.0 ∆Rττ < 2.5 0.6 < ∆Rττ < 2.5
(9) |∆ηττ |< 1.5 |∆ηττ |< 1.5 |∆ηττ |< 1.5
(10) 0.1 < x1 < 1.0 0.1 < x1 < 1.4 0.1 < x1 < 1.4
(11) 0.1 < x2 < 1.0 0.1 < x2 < 1.2 0.1 < x2 < 1.4
(12) pj1

T > 40 GeV pj1
T > 40 GeV pj1

T > 70 GeV, |ηj1 |> 3.2
(13) Nb−jet = 0 Nb−jet = 0 Nb−jet = 0

except for ttH category

Table 10.2: Preselection requirements for the three different final states τeτµ , τlτh and τhτh.

10.2.3 Inclusive signal categories

The signal categories are optimized to measure cross sections within the STXS framework.
Therefore, new event selections covering additional or finer regions of phase space are defined
compared to the previous analysis described in Section 9.2.3. The analysis aims to measure
the four dominant production modes: ggF , V BF , V (→ qq)H and ttH. One inclusive signal
category is defined for each of these production modes.
A schematic overview of the inclusive signal categories is shown in Figure 10.1. For the
ggF , V BF and V (→ qq)H production modes, the inclusive categories are defined in every
final state of the di-τ-system, while the ttH production category is only defined in the τhτh
decay channel to avoid any overlap with the multi-lepton ttH analysis [238], which is used in

130



10.2 Event selection

Chapter 11.

Preselection Nb−jet > 0 and τhτh
Passed Nb−jet > 0 and Nj > 5

or Nb−jet > 1 and Nj > 4
Passed ttH

Failed

pj2
T > 30 GeV and

60 ≤ mjj > 120 GeV
Passed VH

Failed

pj2
T > 30 GeV and

mjj ≥ 350 GeV
Passed VBF

Failed

pH
T ≥ 100 GeV Passed Boosted

Inclusive categories

Figure 10.1: Schematic overview of the inclusive signal category requirements. The color
illustrates for which production mode the category is designed: Purple for the ttH, yellow
for the V (→ qq)H, orange for the V BF and blue for the ggF production mode. White boxes
illustrate requirements, which have to be passed or failed by an event to end up in a specific
category.

ttH signal category A dedicated analysis of the ATLAS experiment measures the ttH
production cross section in the di-τ decay channel with at least one leptonically decaying
τ-lepton. However, the full hadronic decay mode of the di-τ system is not covered by this
analysis. Therefore, the new event selection is introduced for the full hadronic final state
only. As described in Section 6.1, the ttH production modes have two associated top quarks
in addition to the Higgs boson, which decay most likely into jets. Especially, the decay into
b-jets has a large branching ratio. Therefore, an inclusive ttH signal category can be designed
by requiring a large number of jets Nj and b-jets Nb−jet. Two different selections are combined
to the inclusive ttH category by requiring either Nj > 5, where at least on jet is b-jet tagged
(Nb−jet > 0) or Nj > 4 with Nb−jet > 1.

VH signal category The VH category is designed to measure the EW qqH 60 ≤ mjj <
120 GeV STXS bin and should enhance the contribution of V (→ qq)H events, in which the V
boson decays hadronically into two jets. To select this production mode two additional jets
assigned to the V boson decay are expected in the final state. For the signal category a second
jet with a transverse momentum of at least 30 GeV (pj2

T > 30 GeV) and an invariant mass of
the di-jet system mjj around the W and Z boson mass, with 60 ≤ mjj < 120 GeV, is required.

VBF signal category The inclusive VBF category is optimized for this analysis with
respect to the previous analysis by harmonizing the selection towards the VBF-like STXS bin
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10.2 Event selection

definition of the EW qqH production mode. A second jet is required with pj2
T ≥ 30 GeV and

mjj ≥ 350 GeV has to be fulfilled. The absolute difference in η of the two jets |ηjj| must be
larger than 3 and the two jets are required to be in opposite hemispheres (ηj1ηj2 > 0). These
requirements reduce further background contributions and in particular the contribution from
ggF production in the VBF category.

Boosted signal category The boosted inclusive signal category is defined to measure ggF
production. It focuses on the boosted ggF production with at least one additional jet and
high values of pH

T . To avoid any overlap with other signal categories, an explicit veto against
them is applied, so that any event that passing one of the other selection requirements will be
excluded for the boosted category. A threshold of pH

T ≥ 100 GeV is set to reduce background
contributions, especially from QCD multi-jet events.

Process contributions The expected event yields in each inclusive signal category for all
three final states are shown in Table 10.3. τhτh and τlτh have a similar size of total expected

Process Background ggF V BF V H ttH Other H → ττ S/B
τhτh

ttH incl. 749± 33 2.38± 0.41 0.23± 0.03 1.10±0.16 12.30±2.02 1.69±0.14 0.024
VH incl. 7297±138 78.69±13.71 8.69± 1.32 42.90±3.91 0.74±0.08 0.48±0.05 0.018
VBF incl. 3449± 85 41.75± 9.67 112.80±11.26 1.78±0.18 0.19±0.03 0.51±0.06 0.046
Boosted incl. 49568±401 425.60±36.12 100.40± 7.72 37.21±2.49 2.41±0.19 1.94±0.12 0.011

τlτh

VH incl. 9516±145 92.38±20.45 9.73± 1.61 43.78±3.92 0.48±0.05 0.36±0.03 0.015
VBF incl. 3636± 77 74.44±27.95 136.43±12.97 1.70±0.17 0.10±0.01 0.37±0.04 0.059
Boosted incl. 47297±262 438.04±47.91 100.08± 6.93 35.98±2.90 1.25±0.10 1.41±0.08 0.012

τlτl

VH incl. 3567± 65 27.88± 5.05 2.54± 0.43 11.78±1.20 0.10±0.01 0.11±0.02 0.012
VBF incl. 1295± 36 13.72± 3.25 36.53± 3.50 0.35±0.04 0.01±0.01 0.18±0.02 0.039
Boosted incl. 17176±139 133.56±11.54 30.48± 2.27 10.93±0.95 0.38±0.03 0.70±0.04 0.010

Table 10.3: Predicted event yields for background events and the ggF , V BF , V H, ttH and
other production modes of the Higgs boson in the inclusive signal categories. In addition, the
ratio between the inclusive H → ττ signal and the total background (S/B) is given for each
category.

events, while the expected events in τlτl are only one-third. The ttH inclusive category,
which is only defined in τhτh, has the smallest event yields with 18 H → ττ events and
749 background events. The remaining categories are defined in every final state. In all of
them, the largest expected yields are given in the boosted categories with 49568, 47297 and
17176 background events and 568, 577 and 176 H → ττ events in the τhτh, τlτh and τlτl final
states. The VH categories have around four times less expected events with between 3567 and
9516 background events. The event yields in the VBF categories are 3449, 3636 and 1295
background events in the τhτh, τlτh and τlτl final states.
The inclusive H → ττ signal to background ratio differs between 0.010 and 0.059. The
highest ratios are given for the inclusive VBF categories with at least 0.039, followed by the
ttH category with 0.024. The VH categories have a signal to background ratio between 0.012

132



10.2 Event selection

and 0.020. The boosted categories have the lowest ratio around 0.01.
The relative contributions of different Higgs boson production modes to the inclusive H → ττ

signal are summarized in Table 10.4. In the ttH category the highest contribution is assigned

Process ggF V BF V H ttH Other H → ττ

τhτh [%]
ttH incl. 13.45 1.30 6.21 69.49 9.55
VH incl. 59.84 6.61 32.62 0.56 0.37
VBF incl. 26.59 71.83 1.13 0.12 0.32
Boosted incl. 74.99 17.69 6.56 0.42 0.34

τlτh [%]
VH incl. 62.96 6.63 29.84 0.33 0.25
VBF incl. 34.94 64.04 0.80 0.05 0.17
Boosted incl. 75.95 17.35 6.24 0.22 0.24

τlτl [%]
VH incl. 65.74 5.99 27.78 0.24 0.26
VBF incl. 27.01 71.92 0.69 0.02 0.35
Boosted incl. 75.86 17.31 6.21 0.22 0.40

Table 10.4: Contribution of individual Higgs boson production modes to the inclusive H → ττ

signal in each inclusive signal category. All contributions are shown in percent.

to ttH events with 69%, followed by ggF with 13%. The remaining signal categories have
similar relative contribution of Higgs boson production modes across the different final states.
The highest purity is given in the boosted categories with 75% to 76% ggF events, followed
by V BF events with 17% to 18%. The VBF categories are dominated by the V BF production
mode with up to 72% followed by the ggF production mode with between 27% and 35%.
Therefore, all of these production modes are dominated by their corresponding production
mode. The VH categories have a V H production mode contribution between 28% and 33%.
Therefore, these categories are not dominated by the V H production mode, instead the ggF
production mode has the highest contribution with between 60% and 66%. This illustrates the
high ggF contamination in this VH category.
Figure 10.2 shows the relative contribution of background processes and the inclusive H → ττ

signal in each inclusive signal category. All categories are dominated by Z → ττ background
events with a contribution between 62% and 83%, except for the ttH category with 38%
Z → ττ and 33% top quark production events. The misidentified τ background contribution
is reduced compared to the previous analysis, due to the new jet object reconstruction method
based on particle flow objects (see Section 5.4). The relative contribution of this background
increases for an increasing number of τh-leptons in the final state and differs between 8%
in the τeτµ boosted category and 27% in the τhτh VBF category. Similarly, the relative
contribution of top quark production background events is reduced for the τeτµ (<13%) and
τlτh (<3%) categories compared to the previous analysis. This reduction shows the improved
top quark production background rejection of the new b-jet identification algorithm, which is
used in this analysis for the b-jet veto (see Section 5.4). The τeτµ categories have a relative
contribution of Z → ll events below 2%, while this contribution in the previous analysis for
the τeτµ+τe(µ)τe(µ) final state was up to 15%. The relative contribution of other background
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Figure 10.2: Relative contribution of processes in the inclusive signal categories. The
Higgs boson signal is illustrated in red. The background processes are grouped to Z → ττ

(dark blue), Z →ll (light blue), top quark production (orange), misidentified τ (yellow) and
other backgrounds (purple). Other backgrounds include all remaining non-listed processes
described in Chapter 6. The contributions are shown separately for each final state.

processes varies between 2% and 6%.

10.2.4 Final signal categories

Each inclusive signal category is split into sub-categories, which will be used in the final
likelihood model. The ttH, VH and VBF categories are split into two sub-categories, while the
boosted category is split into six sub-categories. The goal for the ttH, VH and VBF categories
is to increase the significance for the cross section measurement of the corresponding inclusive
production mode by introducing a better signal to background separation. For this purpose,
the inclusive categories are split into one sub-category with an increased signal to background
ratio, while the second sub-category includes the remaining events of the inclusive categories
and has a lower signal to background ratio. Boosted decision trees BDTs are trained using the
TMVA implementation [239] and the output scores are used to divide the inclusive categories.
In contrast to this, the boosted categories are not split to increase the significance for the
inclusive cross section measurement. Instead, they are split into sub-categories depending on
transverse momentum of the Higgs boson pH

T and the jet multiplicity Nj. These regions of
phase space follow the STXS bin definitions at Stage 1.2 (see Section 7.1.4). The final signal
event categories are summarized in Figure 10.3 and detailed descriptions of the individual
categories are given in the following paragraphs.
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pj2
T > 30 GeV Boosted_0_ge2J

Failed Boosted_0_1J

Inclusive categories Final categories

Figure 10.3: Schematic overview of the inclusive signal category split into the final signal
categories used in the fit model. The colored boxes correspond to inclusive (darker color) and
to final signal categories (lighter colors). The color type shows for which production mode
the category is designed: Purple boxes for the ttH, yellow for the V (→ qq)H, orange for the
V BF and blue for the ggF production mode. White boxes illustrate requirements, which have
to be passed or failed by an event to end up in a specific final category.

ttH signal categories The inclusive signal category has a similar relative background
contribution from Z → ττ and top quark production events (see Figure 10.2). Therefore,
both background processes have to be reduced to increase the signal to background ratio in
this category. To achieve a reduction of both backgrounds, two separated BDTs are trained.
In both, the inclusive ttH → ττ production is used as signal and trained against Z → ττ

events in one BDT, while it is trained against top quark production events in the second
BDT. Table 10.5 summarizes the variables used in the training of the two BDTs. A simple
rectangular requirement in the plane of the two BDT scores is used to split the inclusive ttH
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Variable V BF V (→ qq)H ttH vs tt ttH vs Z → ττ
Je

tp
ro

pe
rt

ie
s

Invariant mass of 2 leading jets • •
pjj

T • •
Product of η of 2 leading jets •
Sub-leading jet pT •
Leading jet η •
Sub-leading jet η •
Scalar sum of all jets pT • •
Scalar sum of all b-tagged jets pT •
Best W -candidate di-jet invariant mass • •
Best t-quark-candidate three-jet invariant mass • •

A
ng

ul
ar

di
st

an
ce

s ∆φjj •
|∆ηjj| • •
∆Rjj •
∆Rττ,jj •
∆Rττ • •
Smallest ∆Rany 2 jets •
|∆ηττ | • •

τ
pr

op
. pττ

T •
Sub-leading τ pT •
Sub-leading τ η •

p T ca
nd

. pHjj
T • •

pH
T/pjj

T •

~ E
m

is
s

T

Missing transverse momentum Emiss
T • • •

Smallest ∆φ
τ,Ẽmiss

T
•

Table 10.5: Variables used in the four BDTs implemented in the analysis. For each BDT,
the presence of a • indicates that the variable is used for it. The symbol τ stands for any
reconstructed τ lepton candidate (τe, τµ or τh) as appropriate in each final state. The symbols
ττ and j j indicate the vectorial sums of the momenta of two τ-lepton candidates and of the
two leading jets, respectively [28].

category into two sub-categories. A variety of more complex two-dimensional combinations
of requirements on the two BDT scores are studied, but none of these show any significant
improvement of the final significance. Figure 10.4 shows the post-fit distributions for both
BDT scores in the inclusive ttH category. The ttH_1 category is defined by applying the two
requirements: BDT(top) score ≥ 0.5 and BDT(Z → ττ) score ≥ 0.3, while the ttH_0 category
includes the remaining events of the inclusive ttH category that fail these requirements
(see Figure 10.3). The expected event yields for the inclusive H → ττ signal process and
background processes in ttH_0 and ttH_1 are shown in Figure 10.5 (a), while Figure 10.5 (b)
shows the relative contribution of them to the total yields. The expected yield in ttH_0 are
744 events and in ttH_1 60 events. The largest contribution corresponds to the Z → ττ events
and top quark production with 38% and 34% in ttH_0 and 44% and 23% in ttH_1. The signal
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Figure 10.4: Post-fit event yield for the ttH inclusive category estimated with the inclusive
H → ττ PoI setup as a function of the BDT(top) score (a) and BDT(Z → ττ) score (b) [28].
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Figure 10.5: Absolute (a) and relative (b) event yields for the ttH_0 and ttH_1 categories for
the inclusive H → ττ signal and background processes.

contribution increases for ttH_1 compared to ttH_0 from 2% to 12%, while the misidentified
τ background contribution is reduced from 24% to 11%. The two BDTs used to separate the
two signal categories therefore increase the signal to background ratio for ttH_1 and reduce
especially the top quark production and misidentified τ background contributions.

VH signal categories In contrast to the inclusive ttH category, in which the signal is
dominated by the corresponding ttH production mode, the signal in the inclusive VH category
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is not dominated by the targeted signal process. Table 10.3 shows that the expected number
of ggF production events is twice as large as the expected V H production events. In the
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Figure 10.6: Post-fit event yield for the VH inclusive categories summed up over all final
states estimated with the inclusive H → ττ PoI setup as a function of the BDT(VH) score
[28].

likelihood model the reconstructed mass of the di-τ-system is used as an observable (see
Section 10.5), which increases the signal to background separation, but not the separation
of different Higgs boson production modes. Therefore, the inclusive VH category is split
into two sub-categories to increase the V H contribution compared to other Higgs boson
production modes. A BDT is trained using the V H production as signal and other Higgs
boson production modes as background. Table 10.5 summarizes the input variables used
for this BDT. Most of the input variables correspond to properties of the two leading jets in
the events. These jets most likely originate from the V boson for the V (→ qq)H production,
while they correspond to either pile-up jets or jets initiated by quarks or gluons radiated in the
Higgs boson production for other production modes. A requirement on the BDT score, which
is shown in Figure 10.6, is used to define a signal category VH_1, which has an increased V H
ratio, while all events of the VH inclusive category that fail this requirement are assigned to
the VH_0 category. The significance of measuring the V H signal using these two categories
was estimated for several different BDT score requirements. A split at BDT(VH) score =
0.1 has shown the best significance and is used for the final definition of the VH_0 and
VH_1 categories in all three final states (see Figure 10.3). Figure 10.7 shows the expected
event yields of the inclusive Higgs boson signal and background processes in the VH_0 and
VH_1 categories. The total yields for the VH_0 categories are 7035, 9134 and 3441 events
and for the VH_0 categories 743, 730 and 313 events in the τhτh, τlτh and τlτl final states.
Therefore, the total yields are around ten times larger in the VH_0 categories compared to the
VH_1 categories. The used BDT optimized to separated V H production from other Higgs

138



10.2 Event selection

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

6000

E
ve

nt
s

230 48 282 47 211 24

1529 103 1496 90 453 83

245 25 341 35

129 7 53 4

5143 564 6819 537 2343 160

134 28 163 24 41 6

  VH 0hτhτ   VH 1hτhτ   VH 0hτlτ   VH 1hτlτ   VH 0µτeτ   VH 1µτeτ

Signal Category

Other backgr.

τMisidentified 

Top

ll→Z

ττ→Z

ττ→H

P
ro

ce
ss

-1 = 13 TeV, 139 fbs

(a)

3 6 3 6 6 8

22 14 16 12 13 27

3 3 10 11

1 1 2 1

73 76 75 74 68 51

2 4 2 3 1 2

  VH 0hτhτ   VH 1hτhτ   VH 0hτlτ   VH 1hτlτ   VH 0µτeτ   VH 1µτeτ

Signal Category

Other backgr.

τMisidentified 

Top

ll→Z

ττ→Z

ττ→H

P
ro

ce
ss

0
10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80
90
100

R
el

at
iv

e 
C

on
tr

ib
ut

io
n 

[%
]

-1 = 13 TeV, 139 fbs ττ→H

(b)

Figure 10.7: Absolute (a) and relative (b) event yields for the VH_0 and VH_1 categories for
the inclusive H → ττ signal and background processes.

boson production modes also improves the relative inclusive signal contribution for the VH_1
categories compared to the VH_0 from 2% to 4%, 2% to 3% and 1% to 2% in the τhτh, τlτh
and τlτl final states. The main background contribution in all signal categories are Z → ττ

events with 73% to 76% in the final states with at least one hadronically decaying τ-lepton and
with 51% to 68% in the τlτl final state. In the τlτl final state the misidentified τ background
contribution is smaller for the VH_1 category compared to the VH_0 category from 13% to
27%, while in the remaining final states the contribution is reduced.

VBF signal categories The inclusive VBF category has a signal purity of the targeted signal
between the purities in the ttH and VH inclusive categories. The signal to Z → ττ ratio is
higher than in the VH category, while other background events are not as important as for the
ttH category. The contamination of other Higgs boson production modes in the VBF inclusive
category is higher than for the ttH category but not at the same size as for the VH category.
Therefore, a BDT using the VBF production mode as signal and Z → ττ and ggF production
events as background is trained in the VBF inclusive category. In this way both the V BF
to Z → ττ , but also the V BF to ggF separation can be increased. Observables based on the
kinematics of the two leading jets are used as input variables for the BDT (see Table 10.5).
Figure 10.8 shows the post-fit event yields as a function of the BDT(VBF) score in the VBF
inclusive category summed up over all final states. The inclusive VBF category is split into a
category VBF_1, with a higher relative contribution of V BF production events, by requiring
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Figure 10.8: Post-fit event yield for the VBF inclusive categories summed up over all final
states estimated with the inclusive H → ττ PoI setup as a function of the BDT(VBF) score
[28].
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Figure 10.9: Absolute (a) and relative (b) event yields for the VBF_0 and VBF_1 categories
for the inclusive H → ττ signal and background processes.
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BDT(VBF) score ≥ 0.15, while all events of the inclusive VBF category, which fail this
requirement are assigned to the VBF_0 category (see Figure 10.3). Figure 10.9 shows the
expected yields for the inclusive Higgs boson signal and background processes in the VBF_0
and VBF_1 categories for all final states. The total event yields in the VBF_0 categories are
3504, 3585 and 1363 events and in the VBF_1 categories 224, 261 and 97 events in the τhτh,
τlτh and τlτl final states. While the H → ττ signal contribution for the VBF_1 categories
differs between 18% and 26%, the signal contribution in the VBF_0 categories is around
4% for all final state. Therefore, the additional requirement on the BDT score increases the
signal contribution of the inclusive VBF signal categories (4%-6%), while the contribution in
the VBF_0 categories are below these values. For all final states the relative contribution of
Z → ττ events is smaller for the VBF_1 than for the VBF_0 categories. The misidentified τ

background is slightly higher in the VBF_1 than in the VBF_0 category for the τlτl final state,
while in the remaining final state the contribution is smaller.

Boosted signal categories Due to the large expected statistics in the inclusive boosted
categories, the categories can be split in more than two sub-categories. In contrast to the
other categories no BDT is used in the boosted category to increase the signal to background
ratio. Instead, the inclusive categories are split into smaller regions of phase space by
using requirements on the jet multiplicity and transverse momentum of the Higgs boson pH

T .
Figure 10.10 shows the post-fit event yield for the boosted inclusive categories summed up
over all final states as a function of pH

T . Four different regions as a function of pH
T are defined:

100 ≤ pH
T < 120 GeV, 120 ≤ pH

T < 200 GeV, 200 ≤ pH
T < 300 GeV and 300 GeV ≤ pH

T .
In addition, the regions with pH

T < 200 GeV are split into 1-jet and ≥2-jet categories, by
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Figure 10.10: Post-fit event yield for the boosted inclusive categories summed up over all
final states estimated with the inclusive H → ττ PoI setup as a function of the transverse
momentum of the Higgs boson pH

T [28].
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requiring pj2
T > 30 GeV for ≥2-jet categories, while events which fail this requirement are

assigned to the 1-jet categories. Figure 10.3 summarizes the six boosted signal categories. The
categories are named boosted_0-boosted_3, where the number increases for categories with a
higher requirement on pH

T . The categories boosted_0 and boosted_1 have either _1J or _ge1J
as a suffix corresponding to 1-jet and ≥ 2-jet categories. These signal categories are targeting
individual STXS bins of Stage 1.2 (see Figure 10.12 (b)). Figure 10.11 shows the expected
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Figure 10.11: Absolute (a) and relative (b) event yields for the boosted categories for the
inclusive H → ττ signal and background processes.

yields of physics processes in the boosted signal categories for all final states. The boosted_1
categories have the largest expected total yields with 12001 to 148146 events in final states
with at least one hadronically decaying τ lepton and between 4529 and 4811 events in the
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τlτl final state. The total yields decrease for boosted categories with larger pH
T requirements

and are overall similar or smaller for ≥ 2-jet categories compared to the corresponding 1-jet
category. The relative signal contribution increases for higher pH

T categories from 1% up
to 4%, while the contribution of misidentified τ background decreases from 35% up to 3%.
The top quark production background contribution is relatively flat across the pH

T categories
with 3% to 13% in the τlτl final state and with 1% to 3% in the τlτh final state. The top
quark production modes contribution is smaller in inclusive 1-jet categories compared to their
corresponding ≥ 2-jet categories. In the τeτµ final state an increase of other backgrounds is
visible for categories with larger pH

T from 3% to 19%, corresponding to an increase of the
relative contribution of di-boson background events.

Comparison of signal categories and STXS bins at Stage 1.2 The VH and VBF categories
are designed to measure specific STXS bins of the EW qqH production process at Stage
1.2. Figure 10.12 (a) shows a comparison of the VH and VBF signal categories and the EW
qqH STXS bins at Stage 1.2. The figure illustrates that VH inclusive category matches the
EW qqH STXS bin with Nj ≥ 2, 60 ≤ mjj < 120 GeV, so that both final VH categories are
designed to target this STXS bin. The inclusive VBF category targets the EW qqH STXS
bins with Nj ≥ 2, 350 GeV ≤ mjj. The split in VBF_0 and VBF_1 is only designed to reduce
background contribution but not to target a sub-set of these STXS bins. Therefore, it is not
expected that the likelihood model based on these categories can disentangle the different
pH

T and pHjj
T STXS bins in this region of phase space. Therefore, these bins will be merged

together for the rest of this analysis and quoted as one EW qqH Nj ≥ 2, 350 GeV ≤ mjj STXS
bin. Several STXS bins have no or only a small overlap with the signal categories so that the
contribution of these STXS bins is expected to be negligible for the analysis.
Figure 10.12 (b) compares the boosted signal categories with the STXS 1.2 bins for the ggF
production mode. The event selection mimics the STXS bin definition for the STXS bins with
60 GeV ≤ pH

T , with the exception that the boosted signal categories require at least 100 GeV
≤ pH

T and that one common signal category is defined for all STXS bins with 300 GeV ≤ pH
T .

The difference in the lower threshold is needed to reduce large background contributions in
the event selection, especially from QCD multi-jet events, while the common signal category
for 300 GeV ≤ pH

T is needed to achieve a reasonable data statistics in this signal category.
The four STXS bins on the right side of Figure 10.12 (b) surrounded by a red box, correspond
to ggF production STXS bins with a VBF-like topology. These bins are defined by requiring
Nj ≥ 2, 350 GeV ≤ mjj, which corresponds to the definition of the EW qqH STXS bin,
which is targeted with the VBF categories, except for an additional requirement of pH

T <
200 GeV. These STXS bins have no specific signal category, however they are expected
to have non-negligible contributions in the VBF categories and boosted categories with at
least two jets. Similar to the EW qqH STXS bins none of these categories are sensitive to
disentangle these four ggF VBF-like bins, so that they are combined to one common STXS
bin in this analysis with: Nj ≥ 2, 350 GeV ≤ mjj, pH

T < 200 GeV. The remaining ggF STXS
bins at Stage 1.2 are not explicitly covered by the signal categories and their contributions are
negligible.
The ttH categories, similar to the VH and VBF categories, are not designed to measure specific
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Figure 10.12: Comparison of the signal categories defined on reconstruction level on the left
side and the Stage 1.2 STXS bins defined on truth level on the right side for the EW qqH (a)
and ggF (b) production mode. For the left side, light blue and melon filled boxes refer to
final signal categories, while dark blue and orange boxes refer to requirements in the inclusive
signal categories. On the right side light blue and melon filled boxes refer to STXS bins,
while the dark blue and orange ones are only given to group the STXS bins. White STXS
bins have none or only small overlaps with the signal categories. The signal categories are
connected to their corresponding STXS bins by red arrows. STXS bins surrounded by a red
box have common signal categories.

STXS bins of the ttH production at Stage 1.2. Therefore, all ttH STXS bins are combined to
one common ttH STXS bin for this analysis.
Figure 10.13 shows the expected yields of each of the STXS bins in this reduced Stage 1.2
definition. The yields are summed up for each signal category across the final states, since the
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Figure 10.13: Absolute (a) and relative (b) contribution of STXS bins at the reduced Stage
1.2 in the final signal categories. The contributions are estimated summed up across all final
states for each signal category and are normalized to the total yield of all listed STXS bins
[28].

relative contribution of the STXS bins are very similar between them. The ttH_0 and ttH_1
categories have a high purity of ttH signal events with 74% and 92%, as well as the VBF_0
and VBF_1 categories have a high purity of the EW qqH Nj ≥ 2, 350 GeV ≤ mjj STXS bin
with 63% and 94%. The split of the inclusive VH categories, which are dominated by the
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ggF production (see Table 10.3) results in VH_1 categories, which are dominated by the EW
qqH Nj ≥ 2, 60 ≤ mjj < 120 GeV with 66%, while the VH_0 categories are still dominated
by STXS bins corresponding to the ggF production mode combined relative contribution
of 75%. In all boosted categories the targeted ggF STXS bin is dominating with a relative
contribution between 56% and 76%. The purity increases for boosted categories with higher
values of pH

T . The ggF VBF-like STXS bin with Nj ≥ 2, 350 GeV ≤ mjj, pH
T < 200 GeV, has

a relative contribution between 8% and 11% for the boosted categories with pH
T < 200 GeV

and at least two jets, and 20% in the VBF_0 categories. The contribution of this STXS bin in
the remaining categories is below 5%.

10.3 Background estimation

The background processes are estimated via simulations and data-driven techniques. The
dominant background for this analysis is the Z → ττ process with a contribution of 79% of
the total background and up to 90% in single signal categories. This background is estimated
using Monte Carlo simulations, which are validated with Z → ee and Z → µµ events that can
be selected with high purity. In the remaining analysis these two processes will be abbreviated
as Z → ll. To mimic as well as possible the kinematics of the Z → ττ process in the signal
categories, the selected Z → ee and Z → µµ events are modified using a rescaling algorithm
called object-based embedding.
The second largest background are misidentified τ background events, in which a jet is
misidentified as an electron, muon or τh-lepton. This background is estimated with data-
driven techniques developed separately for each final state.
Processes including a decaying top quark are a sizable contribution in the τeτµ and τlτh final
states as well as in the ttH signal categories. This background is estimated using Monte Carlo
simulation to predict the background shape, while the absolute normalization is estimated via
NFs using additional control regions.
The remaining background events are fully derived by Monte Carlo simulation and have a
relative contribution between 1% and 20% in the signal categories.

Z → ττ background A new technique was developed to estimate the Z → ττ background
in this analysis. The idea of the method is based on the embedding procedure [240] used in
the H → ττ analysis based on the Run 1 data set [233]. In this procedure Z → µµ data events
are used. The muons in these events are removed on detector cell level and simulated τ-lepton
are inserted instead. This way, only the τ-lepton decay itself is estimated via simulation,
while the rest of the event is taken from data. To use this technique the information about
the energy deposit in each detector cell has to be used, which makes this technique rather
complicated and time consuming. Therefore, a new technique was developed using the same
concept but implemented on object level.
Fully reconstructed Z → ll simulated events are used and parametrized to mimic the Z → ττ

kinematics. The method can be staged in three steps. First, the effects of the reconstruction
and trigger efficiency of the electrons and muons are unfolded from the events. In this way
the reconstructed Z → ll are unfolded to Z → ll events with truth-level leptons (neglecting
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resolution effects). On these events, a re-weighting based on kinematic distributions is
performed, which corrects for the kinematic difference between electrons/muons and τ-
leptons. Finally, the reconstruction and trigger efficiencies for τ-lepton are applied to the
events. This parametrization is derived separately for τe, τµ and τh-leptons. Therefore, three
different sets of re-weighted events are calculated, one for each of the three di-τ final states.
In this way the same set of events could be used in each final state, so that each of these events
would be used three times in the analysis. To avoid this the Z → ll events are randomly split
into three equal sized sub-samples before applying the object-based embedding. For each of
the three final states only one of these sub-samples is used.
This method can be validated by comparing the object-based embedded Z → ll Monte Carlo
simulation with the Z → ττ simulation. It can be used to validate the prediction of simulations
by comparing the events with data in various observables of interest, but also to construct
control regions that allow the estimation of the Z → ττ normalization for each signal category.
Figure 10.14 shows the validation of the technique for two example distributions. For both
distributions the deviation are covered by the statistical uncertainties and no trend is visible.
Dedicated uncertainties are assigned to the final re-weighted Z → ll events to account for
small difference in modeling. These uncertainties are found to be below 1% for all regions.

In the likelihood model of this analysis the technique is used to estimated the Z → ττ
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Figure 10.14: Comparison between Z → ll simulated events before and after the object-based
parametrization and Z → ττ simulated events as a function of pτh

T̊
(a) and Emiss

T̊
(b). The

distributions include all events of the inclusive boosted, VBF and VH signal categories. The
lower panels show the ratio between the reweighted Z → ll events and Z → ττ events, while
the uncertainty band includes only statistical uncertainties [28].

background normalization for each signal category. Therefore, Z → ll control regions with
a high purity of Z → ll events and kinematic properties as close as possible to each signal
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category need to be constructed and re-weighted with the object-based embedding procedure.
Finally, a common free normalization factor on the object-based embedded Z → ll events in
the control region and on the Z → ττ events in the corresponding signal region is defined
to allow the likelihood fit to correct the Z → ττ normalization based on the object-based
embedded Z → ll control region.
The construction of these control regions is based on a modified version of the preselecetion
for the τeτµ final state. Table 10.6 compares the preselecetion for the τeτµ final state with the

Preselection SR Preselction Z → ll CR
τeτµ ee(µµ)

(1) Nloose
e =1, Nloose

µ =1,Nloose
τh

=0 Nloose
e =2(0), Nloose

µ =0(2),Nloose
τh

=0

(2) e/µ: Medium ID e/µ: Medium ID
e/µ: FCLoose/FCTightTrackOnly e/µ: FCLoose/FCTightTrackOnly

(4) Opposite charge Opposite charge
(5) mcoll

ll > mZ −25= GeV
(6) 30 < mll < 100 GeV mll > 80 GeV
(7) Emiss

T > 20 GeV
(8) ∆Reµ < 2.0 ∆Ree < 2.5
(9) |∆ηττ |< 1.5 |∆ηττ |< 1.5
(10) 0.1 < x1 < 1.0
(11) 0.1 < x2 < 1.0
(12) pj1

T > 40 GeV pj1
T > 40 GeV

(13) Nb−jet = 0

Table 10.6: Comparison of preselection requirements for the signal categories of τeτµ and the
Z → ll control regions.

preselecetion for the Z → ll control regions. By requiring exactly two electrons or exactly
two muons the orthogonality to the preselection of the signal categories is ensured. The
remaining requirements follow the signal region preselection with some exceptions. Several
requirements have been optimized to increase the data statistics or to account for kinematic
differences of the Z → ll events. No neutrinos are expected in Z → ll events, so that no
requirements on mcoll

ll , x1(0) and Emiss
T are applied. For mll, the thresholds are changed to

increase the relative contribution of of Z → ll events and the remove contribution from Z → ττ

in the control regions. These modifications introduce a bias between the signal categories
and their corresponding control regions. This bias is approximately 2% and covered by
the uncertainties, so that this effect can be ignored for this procedure. The ∆R requirement
between the leptons is relaxed from 2 to 2.5, where 2.5 corresponds to the threshold used for
the τlτh and τhτh final states. The b-jet veto requirements are removed for the Z → ll selection
to increase the statistics.
On these events, the object-based embedding procedure is applied to re-weight the Z → ll
events to the kinematics of Z → ττ events. This process is applied on the predicted simulated
Z → ll events, but the same re-weighting is also applied on the recorded data in this Z → ll
control region. To construct control regions out of these preselected events for every signal
category, all requirements of the corresponding signal category are applied, so that for each
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of the signal categories one object-based Z → ll control region with the same kinematic
properties is defined.
The only exceptions are the ttH categories, which require a large number of jets and b-jets in
the signal categories. For these categories the selected Z → ll events at preselection are not
sufficient to provide a reasonable data statistics to constrain the Z → ττ normalization in the
likelihood model. Instead, the normalization of the Z → ττ background in ttH categories is
estimated only in the ttH signal categories themselves. Therefore, a common normalization
factor is applied on the Z → ττ background in the ttH_0 and ttH_1 categories.
Figure 10.15 shows the relative contribution of the physics processes in Z → ττ control
regions for the remaining signal categories. The relative contribution of the object-based
embedded Z → ll process is over 90% for all of these control regions. The remaining 10% of
the control region are mainly sourced by top quark and W+jets productions.

τ misidentified background Compared to the previous analysis the methods used to es-
timate the misidentified τ background have changed for the τeτµ and τhτh final state, while
the same method is used for the τlτh final state. For the τlτh final state the method is only
optimized to account for the increased data statistics and the new regions of phase space,
which are included in this analysis. In all three final states the misidentified τ background is
estimated in a similar procedure by selecting data events in a misidentified τ control region
with the same requirements as for the signal categories, but loosening or inverting the criteria
on the identification or isolation of the leptons. To correct for kinematic and normalization
differences between the signal categories and their misidentified τ control region transfer
factors are estimated.
In the τeτµ final state this background is estimated using the matrix-method technique [241].
The misidentified τ control region is defined by using the signal category requirements but
inverting the isolation criteria on the electron and muon. For the electron additionally the iden-
tification criteria is loosened to increase the statistics. The expected number of misidentified
τ background in the signal category is derived by a set of equations, in which the efficiencies
for real εreal and fake εfake leptons is related to the observed data yields. The efficiencies
are estimated separately for muons and electrons as a function of pT and η of the leptons.
εfake is estimated using data events with inverted opposite charge requirement on the leptons,
while εreal is computed with simulated events. Several sources of uncertainties are taken into
account for this estimation: statistical uncertainties on the derived εreal and εfake, dependencies
of εreal on the used physics processes, dependencies of εfake on the number of jets and b-jets
in the event and uncertainties on the normalization of the real lepton contribution in the
measurement.
In the τlτh final state the same fake factor method as described in Section 9.3 is used. How-
ever, the increased data statistics compared to the previous analysis allows to optimize the
estimation further. Therefore, the parametrization of the fake factors as a function of pT and
η of the τh-lepton is estimated with finer granularity.
The misidentified τ background of the τhτh final state is estimated with a fake-factor ap-
proach, similar to the τlτh final state. However, in this final state the method is changed to
simultaneously account for events with one and two jets misidentified as τh-leptons. The fake
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factors are estimated in the W + jets enriched control regions defined for the τlτh final state,
but with the additional requirement of the trigger-matching of the τh-lepton. To account for
systematic uncertainties on the misidentified τ background two alternative sets of fake factors
are estimated. These are estimated using control regions with two τh-leptons, where for the
first set the |∆ηττ | requirement is inverted and for the second the opposite charge requirement
of the two τh-leptons is inverted. The differences between fake factors based on these event
selections and the nominal estimation are used to derive uncertainties on the composition of
the misidentified τ background. Furthermore, the statistical uncertainties on the fake factors
and uncertainties related to the choice of the parametrization are taken into account.
For each final state, the modeling of the misidentified τ background is studied in dedicated
validation regions. For the τeτµ and the τlτh final state the opposite charge requirement on
the two leptons is inverted, while for the τhτh final state the |∆ηττ | requirement is inverted.
Figure 10.16 shows the validation of the modeling for the inclusive VBF categories in all three
final states. The predicted events agree with the observed data within the given uncertainties
and no significant mismodeling is observed in all three final states. Similarly, no significant
deviations are observed in the remaining signal categories.

Top quark production background The top quark production background contribution
for the τeτµ and the τlτh final states are estimated in the same way as in the previous analysis
described in Section 9.3. Therefore, one dedicated control region for each inclusive signal
category is defined. The top quark production background has a small contribution in the
τhτh final state, except for the ttH categories. In these categories the shape for top quark
production background is taken from simulations, but the normalization is estimated from
data. Therefore, a common NF is applied on both ttH signal categories. Figure 10.15
shows the relative contribution of the different physics processes in the six top quark control
regions defined for the τeτµ and the τlτh final states. The purity of the top quark production
background in these control regions differs between 70% and 80%.
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Figure 10.15: Relative composition from different processes in all control regions (listed on
the y-axis) used in the likelihood model. The Higgs boson signal is illustrated in red. The
background processes are grouped to Z → ττ (dark blue), top quark production (orange),
misidentified τ (yellow) and other backgrounds (purple). The Z → ll (light blue) corresponds
to simulated Z → ll events in all top control regions, while in the Z → ττ control regions
Z → ll corresponds to object-based embedded Z → ll events. Other backgrounds include all
remaining non-listed processes described in Chapter 6. The contributions are shown for each
of the final states separately.
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Figure 10.16: Validation of the τ misidentified background modeling in the inclusive VBF
category for the τeτµ (a), τlτh (b) and τhτh (c) final states. The uncertainty band includes both,
the statistical uncertainty due to the limited size of the simulated events and the systematic
uncertainties of the data-driven methods [28].
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10.4 Systematic uncertainties

The sets of systematic uncertainties, which are included in the measurement are based
on the implementation of the previous analysis. The uncertainties on the misidentified τ

background has been updated to the new methods described in the previous Section 10.3.
Additionally, systematic uncertainties due to the new object-based embedding method have
been included. The following section introduces all uncertainties grouped into three categories:
theoretical uncertainties on signal, theoretical uncertainties on background and experimental
uncertainties.

10.4.1 Theoretical uncertainties on signal

The LHC Higgs Cross Section Working Group provides common recommendations for the
estimation and implementation of theoretical uncertainties on the Higgs boson production.
This analysis follows these recommendations and uses an optimized scheme compared to
the previous analysis. In general, the uncertainties cover the same three sets of sources as
described in Section 9.4.
The PDF and αs uncertainties are implemented and estimated as in the previous analysis, so
that 30 eigenvectors variations are included for the PDF uncertainties and two variations of αs.
The corresponding NPs are correlated across the different Higgs production modes. As for the
previous analysis, the QCD scale uncertainties are evaluated by varying the renormalization
and factorization scales (µR and µF ). Therefore, the values of the uncertainties have not
changed with respect to Table 9.5, except for the ttH production. These uncertainties are
neglected in the previous measurement, but in the new measurement the impact of the
uncertainties is sizable, especially for the ttH categories. The size of these uncertainties are:
QCD scale +5.8% (-9.2%), PDF ±3% and αs 2%. As in the previous analysis the simple
variation of the QCD scale is not sufficient for this measurement. The set of individual
uncertainties, which are used to avoid an underestimation of the QCD scale uncertainties have
been updated for ggF production compared to Section 9.4 and a similar procedure for the
remaining production modes has been introduced [27, 242, 243].
For the ggF production mode the same QCD scale uncertainties as for the previous analysis
are implemented but extended by five additional uncertainties, where one systematic covers
the migration at the new pH

T splitting for 0-jet events and four the new migration between the
new mjj STXS bins:

• One pH
T -dependent uncertainty for the 0-jet bin

• Four mjj migration uncertainties based on the STXS 1.2 bin definitions

– mjj 0-350 GeV ↔ mjj 350-∞ GeV

– mjj 0-700 GeV ↔ mjj 700-∞ GeV

– mjj 0-1000 GeV ↔ mjj 1000-∞ GeV

– mjj 0-1500 GeV ↔ mjj 1500-∞ GeV
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In addition to these uncertainties a shape uncertainty has been assigned to the ggF production
with more than one jet in the VBF and VH categories. These uncertainties take into account
differences of the matrix-element calculations in these regions of phase space. For this,
the nominal prediction of the ggF production is compared to an alternative Monte Carlo
prediction generated by using the FxFx prescription to merge the jet multiplicities [244].
Furthermore, the use of jet related variables, which can mimic a veto on a third jet, in the VH
and VBF BDT can lead to an underestimation of the QCD scale uncertainties. Two additional
systematic uncertainties following the Stewart-Tackmann approach are introduced to cover
these [245].
For the EW qqH production ten independent uncertainties for the QCD scale calculation are
included in the measurement:

• One uncertainty related to the inclusive cross section

• One uncertainty related to the two jet requirement

• One uncertainty related to the pH
T cut at 200 GeV

• One uncertainty related to the pHjj
T cut at 25 GeV

• Six mjj migration uncertainties based on the STXS 1.2 bin definitions

– mjj 0-60 GeV ↔ mjj 60-∞ GeV

– mjj 0-120 GeV ↔ mjj 120-∞ GeV

– mjj 0-350 GeV ↔ mjj 350-∞ GeV

– mjj 0-700 GeV ↔ mjj 700-∞ GeV

– mjj 0-1000 GeV ↔ mjj 1000-∞ GeV

– mjj 0-1500 GeV ↔ mjj 1500-∞ GeV

For the ttH production mode six independent QCD scale uncertainties are defined:

• One uncertainty related to the inclusive cross section

• Five pH
T migration uncertainties based on the STXS 1.2

– pH
T 0-60 GeV ↔ pH

T 60-∞ GeV

– pH
T 0-120 GeV ↔ pH

T 120-∞ GeV

– pH
T 0-200 GeV ↔ pH

T 200-∞ GeV

– pH
T 0-300 GeV ↔ pH

T 300-∞ GeV

– pH
T 0-450 GeV ↔ pH

T 450-∞ GeV

Parton shower and matrix element uncertainties are estimated and included for the ggF , V BF ,
WH, ZH and ttH production modes independently. Alternative Monte Carlo samples are
produced for the parton shower uncertainties using the matrix-element generator as for the
nominal prediction, but varying the parton-shower model from PYTHIA8 to HERWIG7 [119,

154



10.4 Systematic uncertainties

237]. For the matrix-element uncertainties alternative predictions with the same parton-shower
model, but different matrix-element generator are compared. Table 10.7 summarizes the
final number of NPs that are included in the likelihood model to account for the theoretical
uncertainties on the signal prediction, while Table A.4 in the appendix lists all NPs with their
descriptions.

Uncertainty source Number of NPs
Signal theory 77
PDF 30
αs 1
QCD scale 36
Parton-shower 5
Matrix-element 5

Table 10.7: Number of NPs related to theoretical signal prediction in the fit model grouped
into different sources.

10.4.2 Theoretical uncertainties on background

The strategy of the parametrization of the theoretical uncertainties on the Z → ττ background
has changed compared to the previous analysis due to the implementation of the new object-
based embedding method. The same six sources of uncertainties are taken into account: PDF,
∆µR,∆µF , CKKW, QSF, underlying-event and parton-shower (see Section 9.4) [136, 246,
247].
The PDF uncertainty is based on 100 weight variations of SHERPA [117], which are com-
bined to one final uncertainty. To account for kinematic differences across the categories in
the analysis, a fully decorrelated NP scheme is used for the PDF uncertainty. Therefore, the
normalization and shape component of the uncertainty are decorrelated and furthermore both
components are decorrelated across the final states and each signal category. The correlation
of the NPs between signal categories and their Z → ττ control region are kept.
The factorization and renormalization scale variations (∆µR,∆µF ) are estimated in the same
way as for the previous analysis, but they are implemented with the same decorrelation scheme
that is applied on the PDF uncertainties.
The remaining theoretical uncertainties on the Z → ττ background are estimated and im-
plemented in the same way as described in Section 9.4, except for a decorrelation of the
NPs between the ttH categories and the remaining categories. This decorrelation takes into
account, that no Z → ττ control regions are defined for the ttH categories.
In contrast to the previous analysis the same set of NPs as for the Z → ττ background is also
applied to Z → ll events. To account for theoretical uncertainties on the top quark production
and di-boson background in the object-based embedded control regions, two uncertainties
on the total cross section of these processes are included. Finally, the uncertainties on the
modeling of the minor Z → ττ electroweak (EWK) contribution is know to be underestimated
for some variables used in the VBF BDT. Therefore, an additional uncertainty on the QCD to
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EWK ratio between the VBF_0 and VBF_1 categories is applied on the Z → ττ background.
The new signal categories designed for the ttH production mode have a significant impact
from top quark production background, so that theoretical uncertainties on this background
are included additionally in the fit model. The following sources of uncertainties are covered
in the analysis:

• PDF: based on 30 eigenvector variations [248, 249]

• Matrix-element: Comparison of alternative predictions using the same parton-shower
model but a different matrix-element generator [136]

• Parton-shower: Comparison of alternative predictions using the different parton-shower
models but the same matrix-element generator [237, 249, 250]

• Final state radiation: Based on event-weights calculated from the reweighting of the
nominal prediction [251]

• Initial state radiation: Based on event-weights calculated from the reweighting of the
nominal prediction [251]

Table 10.8 summarize th number of final independent NPs assigned to theoretical uncertainties
on the background prediction in the likelihood model, while Table A.4 in the appendix lists
all NPs with their descriptions.

Uncertainty source Number of NPs
Background theory 172
Z PDF 64
Z ∆µR,∆µF 64
Z Others 9
Top PDF 30
Top Others 5
Others 1

Table 10.8: Number of NPs related to theoretical background prediction in the fit model
grouped into different sources.

10.4.3 Experimental uncertainties

The same sources of experimental uncertainties as for the previous analysis are taken into
account (see Section 9.4). However, due to the use of optimized reconstruction, identification
and trigger requirements the individual uncertainty schemes have changed. The increased data
statistics and the the new region of phase space included in the event selection increased the
sensitivity to specific sources of experimental uncertainties, so that for these a more complex
uncertainty scheme is used.
For reconstructed muons the uncertainties recommended in [200] are used. These cover
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Leptons and jets
Uncertainty source Electrons Muons τ-leptons Jets
All 32 12 27 45
Resolution 1 3 13
Energy scale 1 1 5 30
Reconstruction/Identification 26 4 11
Isolation 1 2
Trigger 1 2 8
Charge identification 2
Electron veto 3
Jet vertex tagger 2

Misidentified-τ background
Uncertainty source τlτl τlτh τhτh

All 15 42 7
Others

Uncertainty source b-jet Emiss
T Luminosity

Object-based
embedding

All 25 3 1 30

Table 10.9: Number of NPs related to experimental uncertainty in the fit model grouped into
different sources.

energy momentum selection and scale, reconstruction, identification, isolation and trigger
efficiency uncertainties. Uncertainties assigned for the same sources are also included for
electrons [252]. In addition, two systematic uncertainties covering the charge identification
of electrons are included. First studies of the likelihood model has shown small pulls of
the electron identification NP so that a more complex scheme compared to the muons was
included to account for kinematic dependencies of this uncertainty source. The uncertainties
related to τ-lepton reconstruction and identification are estimated using the approach in [202].
They cover uncertainties related to energy scale, reconstruction, identification, trigger and
electron veto efficiency. For uncertainties related to jets, the R4 CategoryReduction FullJER
described in [204] is used. This scheme includes 30 NPs covering energy scale uncertainties
and 13 NPs assigned to energy resolution uncertainties [253]. Uncertainties related to the jet
vertex tagger and the b-tagging are covered by dedicated NPs. Since the used working point
for the b-jet identification is different the τhτh compared to the other final states, the NPs
are decorrelated across those. Uncertainties on the missing transverse energy [220] and the
luminosity [254] calculated with LUCID-2 [255] are included as well. Finally, NPs related
to the object-based embedding method and the data-driven estimation of the misidentified τ

background are included. For the object-based embedding one independent parameter per
signal categories is implemented, while for the misidentified τ background specific parameters
per final state are defined. For the τeτµ final state 15 uncertainties are included and seven
for the τhτh. In the τlτh final state 14 uncertainties are included, which are decorrelated
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across the inclusive signal categories. Table 10.9 summarize the number of NPs assigned to
experimental uncertainties in the likelihood model, while Table A.5 in the appendix lists all
NPs with their descriptions.

10.5 Statistical model

10.5.1 Parameters of interest and normalization factors

As for the previous analysis a profiled likelihood fit is used to estimated the PoIs, NFs and the
impact of systematic uncertainties implemented as NPs (see Section 7.2).
Several NFs are implemented to estimate the final background contribution in the likelihood

Signal Categories
VBF_0
VBF_1

Signal Categories
boosted_0_1J

boosted_0_ge2J
boosted_1_1J

boosted_1_ge2J
boosted_2
boosted_3

Signal Categories
VH_0
VH_1

Embed. Z → `` CRs
VBF_0
VBF_1

Embed. Z → `` CRs
boosted_0_1J

boosted_0_ge2J
boosted_1_1J

boosted_1_ge2J
boosted_2
boosted_3

Embed. Z → `` CRs
VH_0
VH_1

tt → τhτh SRs
ttH_0
ttH_1

Top CR
τeτµ, τlτh only

Top CR
τeτµ, τlτh only

Top CR
τeτµ, τlτh only

VBF topology

Boosted topology

VH→qqH topology

ttH topology

7 Top NFs
31 Z → ττ NFs

Figure 10.17: Schematic overview of NFs in the likelihood model. The red boxes correspond
to signal categories, the orange boxes to top quark production control regions and the blue
boxes to object-based embedded Z → ll control regions. Each arrow corresponds to one
NF, where blue ones act only on Z → ττ events in signal categories and on the object-based
embedded Z → ll events in the control region, while orange ones act on events produced by
top quark production. Arrows pointing to more than one signal category or control region
illustrated that the NF is correlated across these regions [28].

model. Figure 10.17 illustrates the implementation of the NFs. Seven NFs for top quark
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production background and 31 NFs for Z → ττ events are implemented. Except for the ttH
topology each NF has a dedicated control region. For NFs scaling the top quark production
background one control region per inclusive signal category and per final state is defined,
while for the Z → ττ NFs, one object-based embedded control region per final signal category
is defined. For the ttH categories no control regions are defined, instead the NFs are correlated
across the two signal categories ttH_0 and ttH_1.
The analysis measures three different configurations of cross section measurements. Com-
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Figure 10.18: Schematic overview of PoIs in the four and nine PoI fit model. The left side of
the sketch shows the PoI definition, while on the right side the dedicated signal categories
for each PoI are shown. The colors surrounding the signal categories illustrate the relative
contribution of the PoIs defined in the 4-PoI setup [28].

pared to the previous analysis the region of phase space with a rapidity of the Higgs boson with
|y|> 2.5, called forward region, is excluded from the signal for all measurements. This region
of phase space is not covered by the detector and therefore the measurements in |y| ≤ 2.5
would be extrapolated to this regions resulting in extrapolation uncertainties. This results in a
lower SM prediction for the inclusive measurement compared to the 2015-2016 analysis. The
first setup measures the inclusive H → ττ (σH×BRττ ) cross section (1-PoI) assuming that the
relative contributions of Higgs boson production modes behaves SM-like. For this setup, one
PoI scales the summed contribution of all H → ττ signal samples included in the likelihood
model. The second setup measures inclusive cross sections for the four dominant production
modes ggF , V BF , V H and ttH (4-PoI). One individual PoI for each of these production
modes is defined, while event yields of the remaining production modes are set constant to
the SM prediction, so that four PoIs are measured simultaneously. The third setup targets a
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measurement of STXS bins with finer granularity (9-PoI). In this configuration one PoI for
each of the STXS bins of the reduced Stage 1.2 configuration, as illustrated in Figure 10.12
by the red boxes, is defined with one exception. For the two lowest pH

T STXS bins of ggF
one common PoI is defined across the two jet multiplicity STXS bins. Additionally, one PoI
scaling all ttH STXS bins is included. The event yields for the remaining STXS bins of the
EW qqH and ggF production as well as for the other production modes are set constant to
the SM prediction. Nine PoI are defined in this setup: one ttH PoI, two EW qqH PoIs and
six ggF PoIs. Figure 10.18 summarize the PoIs for the 4-PoI and 9-PoI setup. On the left
side, the definition of the PoIs is visualized, while on the right side, the signal categories
dedicated to each PoI are shown. Each PoI in this setup has at least one dedicated signal
category, expect for the ggF , Nj ≥ 2, 350 GeV≤ mjj, pH

T < 200 GeV STXS bins.

10.5.2 Input observable and likelihood function for the fit

In each of the signal categories the mass of the di-τ-system calculated with the missing mass
calculator mmmc

ττ is used as an input observable to the fit, to further increase the signal to
background separation in the likelihood model. The binning is optimized to increase the signal
to background separation for each signal category independently, depending on the expected
data statistics and the background compositions. Figures 10.19-10.24 show the observed event
yields in the mmmc

ττ distribution for all signal categories. The binning of the shown distributions
corresponds to the binning used in the likelihood model. The figures are produced using
the final fit result of the 1-PoI configuration, in which the inclusive H → ττ cross section is
measured. Overall a good agreement between data and prediction within the uncertainties
is observed. The figures show that the binning optimization chooses a finer binning for the
region with large data statistics such as the boosted categories shown in Figure 10.20, 10.22
and 10.24, while a coarser binning is used in the remaining signal categories. However,
Figures 10.19 (b,d,f), 10.21 (b,d) and 10.23 (b,d) show the high purity of signal contribution
in the vh_1, vbf_1 and tth_1 categories, so that a good signal to background separation is
already achieved with a coarser binning compared to the boosted regions.
Similar to the previous analysis described in Chapter 9 only the expected yields are used in
each control region.
In Tables 10.10-10.15 the observed event yields of the 1-PoI fit are compared to the recorded
data for each signal category. In all signal categories combined 2201 H → ττ and 141456
background events are observed. Therefore, a signal to background ratio of 1.6% is selected.
The highest signal to background ratio is achieved in the VBF_1 categories with 28.0%, 27.6%
and 33.7% for the τhτh, τlτh and τeτµ final state, while the lowest ratio is observed in the
low pH

T boosted categories of the τhτh final state with 0.8% and 0.7% for boosted_0_1J and
boosted_0_ge1J categories. The categories with the largest data statistics are the intermediate
boosted signal categories of the τhτh and τlτh final state with between 11886 and 14389
recorded data events. In all signal categories a good agreement between data and the post-fit
prediction within their uncertainties is observed.
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VBF_0 VBF_1 VH_0 VH_1 ttH_0 ttH_1
Z → ττ 2051 ±50 114.9 ±10.8 4636 ± 84 539 ±24 265 ±24 20 ±4
Fake 1027 ±68 39.6 ± 5.3 1627 ±110 112 ±10 182 ±17 6.5 ±1.7
Top 239 ±26 15.2 ±3.4
Other backgrounds 57.1 ± 5.2 1.7 ± 0.6 209 ± 12 43.13 ± 2.93 16.4 ± 1.5 5.05 ±0.49
ggF , H → ττ 38.5 ± 9.5 3.2 ± 1.8 72 ± 14 6.8 ± 1.7 1.96 ± 0.41 0.42 ±0.08
V BF , H → ττ 72 ±10 40 ± 5 8.1 ± 1.3 0.5 ± 0.1 0.23 ± 0.03 < 0.03
WH, H → ττ 1.00 ± 0.14 < 0.03 15.2 ± 2.5 9.8 ± 1.5 0.24 ± 0.03 < 0.03
ZH, H → ττ 0.8 ± 0.1 < 0.03 12.4 ± 2.3 5.4 ± 1.1 0.69 ± 0.15 0.15 ±0.02
ttH, H → ττ 0.19 ± 0.03 < 0.03 0.52 ± 0.07 0.22 ± 0.03 7.0 ± 1.6 5.4 ±1.3
tH, H → ττ 0.41 ± 0.06 < 0.03 0.25 ± 0.03 0.07 ± 0.01 0.92 ± 0.13 0.41 ±0.06
bbH, H → ττ 0.10 ± 0.02 < 0.03 0.14 ± 0.02 < 0.03 0.27 ± 0.04 0.09 ±0.02
Total background 3135 ±84 156 ±12 6472 ±136 694 ±26 703 ±33 46.7 ±5.3
Total signal 113 ±15 43.6 ± 5.2 109 ± 16 23.0 ± 3.2 12 ± 2 6.6 ±1.4
Total 3248 ±84 200 ±12 6580 ±135 717 ±26 715 ±33 53.3 ±5.5
Data 3318 197 6532 720 727 49

Table 10.10: Observed events yields in the VBF, VH and ttH signal categories of the τhτh
final state estimated in the 1-PoI setup. In the VBF and VH categories, the top production
processes are estimated together with the other backgrounds (Di-boson, Z → ll, H →others)
in the fit. Uncertainties include statistical and systematic components [28].

VBF_0 VBF_1 VH_0 VH_1
Z → ττ 2362 ±59 162 ±12 6724 ±112 535 ±23
Fake 611 ±49 30 ± 3 1315 ±126 80 ± 8
Top 107 ±12 5.3 ± 1.5 243 ± 25 27 ± 5
Other backgrounds 139 ±17 5.8 ± 2.4 396 ± 39 50 ± 4
ggF , H → ττ 71 ±28 3.5 ± 1.2 87.3 ± 20.3 5.1 ± 2.2
V BF , H → ττ 84.4 ±11.2 52 ± 6 9.3 ± 1.6 0.5 ± 0.2
WH, H → ττ 0.83 ± 0.11 < 0.03 17.4 ± 2.6 8.1 ± 1.2
ZH, H → ττ 0.86 ± 0.12 < 0.03 13.3 ± 2.5 5.0 ± 0.9
ttH, H → ττ 0.10 ± 0.01 < 0.03 0.35 ± 0.05 0.13 ± 0.02
tH, H → ττ 0.26 ± 0.04 < 0.03 0.17 ± 0.03 < 0.03
bbH, H → ττ 0.09 ± 0.01 < 0.03 0.16 ± 0.02 < 0.03
Total background 3219 ±75 203 ±13 8677 ±143 692 ±24
Total signal 158 ±30 56 ± 7 129 ± 23 19 ± 3
Total 3377 ±76 259 ±13 8806 ±143 711 ±24
Data 3402 267 8780 743

Table 10.11: Observed events yields in the VBF and VH signal categories of the τlτh final
state estimated in the 1-PoI setup. Uncertainties include statistical and systematic components
[28].

VBF_0 VBF_1 VH_0 VH_1
Z → ττ 820 ±29 49.3 ±6.5 2424 ±58 186 ±13
Fake 90 ±21 3.3 ±5.3 214 ±42 33 ±14
Top 165 ±15 9 ±2 346 ±29 33 ± 5
Other backgrounds 96.1 ± 8.5 11.9 ±1.6 259 ±23 28 ± 2
ggF , H → ττ 12.7 ± 3.2 1.04 ±0.31 26 ± 5 1.8 ± 0.6
V BF , H → ττ 23 ± 3 14.3 ±1.8 2.41 ± 0.43 0.13 ± 0.02
WH, H → ττ 0.21 ± 0.03 < 0.03 4.3 ± 0.7 2.45 ± 0.42
ZH, H → ττ 0.14 ± 0.02 < 0.03 3.6 ± 0.8 1.5 ± 0.3
ttH, H → ττ < 0.03 < 0.03 0.08 ± 0.01 < 0.03
tH, H → ττ 0.13 ± 0.02 < 0.03 0.04 ± 0.01 < 0.03
bbH, H → ττ < 0.03 < 0.03 0.05 ± 0.01 < 0.03
Total background 1154 ±35 66.4 ±8.5 3230 ±63 280 ±18
Total signal 51.9 ± 5.4 22.4 ±1.8 50 ± 7 7.1 ± 0.9
Total 1206 ±35 88.8 ±8.6 3280 ±63 287 ±18
Data 1215 98 3277 286

Table 10.12: Observed events yields in the VBF and VH signal categories of the τeτµ final
state estimated in the 1-PoI setup. Uncertainties include statistical and systematic components
[28].
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Boosted_0_1J Boosted_0_ge2J Boosted_1_1J Boosted_1_ge2J Boosted_2_ge1J Boosted_3_ge1J
Z → ττ 5635 ±115 2640 ±67 11863 ±134 10076 ±125 7252 ±93 973 ±30
Fake 3388 ±224 1729 ±118 2312 ±155 2072 ±140 293 ±32 54 ±20
Other backgrounds 61 ± 9 74.2 ±11.3 116 ± 19 251 ± 14 157.3 ±10.5 53.6 ± 5.5
ggF , H → ττ 54.4 ± 9.7 23.1 ± 4.1 112.8 ± 20.5 109.1 ± 20.6 96.2 ±17.2 30 ± 7
V BF , H → ττ 11.3 ± 2.0 5.8 ± 0.9 27.6 ± 4.7 24.6 ± 4.2 23.7 ± 3.6 7.3 ± 1.1
WH, H → ττ 2.1 ± 0.6 1.5 ± 0.3 3.8 ± 1.1 7.0 ± 1.1 4.6 ± 0.7 2.5 ± 0.7
ZH, H → ττ 1.4 ± 0.3 1.1 ± 0.3 2.7 ± 0.9 5.3 ± 1.0 3.7 ± 0.5 1.5 ± 0.2
ttH, H → ττ < 0.03 0.27 ± 0.04 < 0.03 1.01 ± 0.14 0.8 ± 0.1 0.35 ± 0.05
tH, H → ττ < 0.03 0.06 ± 0.01 < 0.03 0.30 ± 0.04 0.39 ± 0.05 0.09 ± 0.01
bbH, H → ττ 0.19 ± 0.03 0.07 ± 0.01 0.21 ± 0.03 0.30 ± 0.04 0.21 ± 0.03 0.05 ± 0.01
Total background 9084 ±244 4444 ±132 14291 ±199 12398 ±188 7702 ±96 1080 ±32
Total signal 69.5 ± 11.0 32 ± 5 147 ±23 148 ±22 130 ±18 41.7 ± 7.2
Total 9153.5 ±243.5 4476 ±132 14438 ±198 12546 ±187 7832 ±95 1122 ± 32
Data 9163 4503 14389 12585 7800 1124

Table 10.13: Observed events yields in the boosted signal categories of the τhτh final state
estimated in the 1-PoI setup. Uncertainties include statistical and systematic components
[28].

Boosted_0_1J Boosted_0_ge2J Boosted_1_1J Boosted_1_ge2J Boosted_2_ge1J Boosted_3_ge1J
Z → ττ 5583 ±100 3228 ±69 10927 ±130 9546 ±118 7195 ±92 2413 ±46
Fake 1119 ± 58 832 ±44 1324 ± 76 1434 ± 81 536 ±35 139 ±12
Top 65 ± 7 123 ±16 81 ± 13 317 ± 25 129 ±12 52 ± 8
Other backgrounds 214 ± 40 177 ±22 374 ± 40 447 ± 33 300 ±17 164 ± 6
ggF , H → ττ 45.4 ± 11.6 44.8 ±15.2 99.5 ± 19.7 ±123.5 ± 29.4 91.2 ±24.4 33.5 ± 8.9
V BF , H → ττ 12.1 ± 2.0 7.2 ± 1.1 26.9 ± 4.1 23.6 ± 3.7 21.6 ± 3.2 8.6 ± 1.4
WH, H → ττ 1.7 ± 0.3 2.2 ± 0.6 3.5 ± 2.0 6.5 ± 1.2 4.4 ± 0.8 3.3 ± 1.0
ZH, H → ττ 1.2 ± 0.3 1.3 ± 0.2 2.4 ± 0.3 4.7 ± 0.6 3.0 ± 0.4 1.8 ± 0.2
ttH, H → ττ < 0.03 0.11 ± 0.01 < 0.03 0.55 ± 0.08 0.35 ± 0.05 0.22 ± 0.03
tH, H → ττ < 0.03 0.09 ± 0.01 < 0.03 0.28 ± 0.04 0.17 ± 0.02 < 0.03
bbH, H→ ττ 0.13 ± 0.02 0.13 ± 0.02 0.17 ± 0.02 0.21 ± 0.03 0.12 ± 0.02 0.04 ± 0.01
Total background 6981 ±112 4360 ±82 12706 ±143 11743 ±135 8160 ±94 2768 ±49
Total signal 61 ± 13 56.1 ±15.5 133 ± 22 160 ± 31 121.6 ±25.1 47.8 ± 9.2
Total 7042 ±112 4416 ±81 12839 ±143 11903 ±134 8281 ±93 2816 ±49
Data 7094 4374 12779 11886 8236 2848

Table 10.14: Observed events yields in the boosted signal categories of the τlτh final state
estimated in the 1-PoI setup. Uncertainties include statistical and systematic components
[28].

Boosted_0_1J Boosted_0_ge2J Boosted_1_1J Boosted_1_ge2J Boosted_2_ge1J Boosted_3_ge1J
Z → ττ 2642 ±64 1523 ±42 3913 ±69 3453 ±68 1734 ±37 469 ±20
Fake 101 ±31 85 ±23 117 ±36 179 ±42 88 ±24 37 ±13
Top 101 ± 8 187 ±20 157 ±11 569 ±44 258 ±16 104 ±11
Other backgrounds 118 ±17 101 ±16 273 ±14 325 ±30 294 ± 8 173 ± 5

ggF , H → ττ 16.6 ± 3.2 11 ± 2 35 ± 7 36.8 ± 7.1 25.5 ± 4.6 8.7 ± 2.2
V BF , H → ττ 3.4 ± 0.6 2.2 ± 0.3 8.7 ± 1.6 7.8 ± 1.1 6.2 ± 0.9 2.1 ± 0.3
WH, H → ττ 0.44 ± 0.06 0.57 ± 0.13 1.35 ± 0.56 2.22 ± 0.57 1.29 ± 0.18 0.87 ± 0.35
ZH, H → ττ 0.29 ± 0.04 0.33 ± 0.05 0.73 ± 0.10 1.57 ± 0.22 0.85 ± 0.12 0.41 ± 0.06
ttH, H→ ττ < 0.03 < 0.03 < 0.03 0.20 ± 0.03 0.08 ± 0.01 0.07 ± 0.01
tH, H → ττ < 0.03 0.08 ± 0.01 < 0.03 0.13 ± 0.02 0.11 ± 0.02 < 0.03
bbH, H → ττ < 0.03 < 0.03 0.06 ± 0.01 0.11 ± 0.01 0.06 ± 0.01 < 0.03
Total background 2952 ±65 1890 ±47 4439 ±70 4506 ±75 2357 ±43 777 ±25
Total signal 30 ± 4 20 ± 3 65 ± 9 69 ±10 51 ± 7 18 ± 3
Total 2982 ±65 1910 ±47 4504 ±70 4575 ±75 2407 ±42 795 ±25
Data 2973 1877 4458 4594 2325 743

Table 10.15: Observed events yields in the boosted signal categories of the τeτµ final state
estimated in the 1-PoI setup. Uncertainties include statistical and systematic components
[28].

162



10.5 Statistical model

0

200

400

600

800

1000

Ev
en

ts
 / 

10
 G

eV ATLAS
√  = 13TeV,139 fb−1

→  
VBF_0 SR

Data
Uncertainty

→  (0.93 × SM)
→ 

Other backgrounds
Misidentified 

50 75 100 125 150 175 200
  [GeV]

−50

0

50

D
at

a 
− 

Bk
g

0

20

40

60

80

100

Ev
en

ts
 / 

10
 G

eV ATLAS
√  = 13TeV,139 fb−1

→  
VBF_1 SR

Data
Uncertainty

→  (0.93 × SM)
→ 

Other backgrounds
Misidentified 

80 100 120 140 160 180 200
  [GeV]

−25
0

25

D
at

a 
− 

Bk
g

(a) τhτh, vbf_0 (b) τhτh, vbf_1

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

Ev
en

ts
 / 

10
 G

eV ATLAS
√  = 13TeV,139 fb−1

→  
VH_0 SR

Data
Uncertainty

→  (0.93 × SM)
→ 

Other backgrounds
Misidentified 

50 75 100 125 150 175 200
  [GeV]

−50
0

50

D
at

a 
− 

Bk
g

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

Ev
en

ts
 / 

10
 G

eV ATLAS
√  = 13TeV,139 fb−1

→  
VH_1 SR

Data
Uncertainty

→  (0.93 × SM)
→ 

Other backgrounds
Misidentified 

75 100 125 150 175 200
  [GeV]

−25
0

25

D
at

a 
− 

Bk
g

(c) τhτh, vh_0 (d) τhτh, vh_1

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

Ev
en

ts
 / 

10
 G

eV ATLAS
√  = 13TeV,139 fb−1

→  
ttH_0 SR

Data
Uncertainty

→  (0.93 × SM)
→ 

Top
Other backgrounds
Misidentified 

75 100 125 150 175 200
  [GeV]

−20

0

20

D
at

a 
− 

Bk
g

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

Ev
en

ts
 / 

10
 G

eV ATLAS
√  = 13TeV,139 fb−1

→  
ttH_1 SR

Data
Uncertainty

→  (0.93 × SM)
→ 

Top
Other backgrounds
Misidentified 

100 120 140 160 180 200
  [GeV]

−10

0

10

D
at

a 
− 

Bk
g

(e) τhτh, tth_0 (f) τhτh, tth_1

Figure 10.19: Post-fit event yield for the τhτh, vbf (top row), vh (middle row) and ttH (bottom
row) signal categories estimated with the inclusive H → ττ PoI setup as a function of mmmc

ττ

with the same binning as used in the likelihood model [28].
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Figure 10.20: Post-fit event yield for the τhτh, boosted signal categories estimated with the
inclusive H → ττ PoI setup as a function of mmmc

ττ with the same binning as used in the
likelihood model [28].
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Figure 10.21: Post-fit event yield for the τlτh, vbf (top row) and vh (bottom row) signal
categories estimated with the inclusive H → ττ PoI setup as a function of mmmc

ττ with the
same binning as used in the likelihood model [28].

165



10.5 Statistical model

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

Ev
en

ts
 / 

10
 G

eV ATLAS
√  = 13TeV,139 fb−1

→  
boost_0_1J SR

Data
Uncertainty

→  (0.93 × SM)
→ 

Other backgrounds
Misidentified 

60 80 100 120 140 160 180 200
  [GeV]

−50
0

50

D
at

a 
− 

Bk
g

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

1400

1600

Ev
en

ts
 / 

10
 G

eV ATLAS
√  = 13TeV,139 fb−1

→  
boost_0_ge2J SR

Data
Uncertainty

→  (0.93 × SM)
→ 

Other backgrounds
Misidentified 

75 100 125 150 175 200
  [GeV]

−50

0

50

D
at

a 
− 

Bk
g

(a) τlτh, boosted_0_1J (b) τlτh, boosted_0_ge2J

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

Ev
en

ts
 / 

10
 G

eV ATLAS
√  = 13TeV,139 fb−1

→  
boost_1_1J SR

Data
Uncertainty

→  (0.93 × SM)
→ 

Other backgrounds
Misidentified 

50 75 100 125 150 175 200
  [GeV]

−50

0

50

D
at

a 
− 

Bk
g

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

Ev
en

ts
 / 

10
 G

eV ATLAS
√  = 13TeV,139 fb−1

→  
boost_1_ge2J SR

Data
Uncertainty

→  (0.93 × SM)
→ 

Other backgrounds
Misidentified 

50 75 100 125 150 175 200
  [GeV]

−50
0

50

D
at

a 
− 

Bk
g

(c) τlτh, boosted_1_1J (d) τlτh, boosted_1_ge2J

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000

3500

Ev
en

ts
 / 

10
 G

eV ATLAS
√  = 13TeV,139 fb−1

→  
boost_2 SR

Data
Uncertainty

→  (0.93 × SM)
→ 

Other backgrounds
Misidentified 

50 75 100 125 150 175 200
  [GeV]

−50

0

50

D
at

a 
− 

Bk
g

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

Ev
en

ts
 / 

10
 G

eV ATLAS
√  = 13TeV,139 fb−1

→  
boost_3 SR

Data
Uncertainty

→  (0.93 × SM)
→ 

Other backgrounds
Misidentified 

60 80 100 120 140 160 180 200
  [GeV]

−25
0

25

D
at

a 
− 

Bk
g

(e) τlτh, boosted_2_ge1J (f) τlτh, boosted_3_ge1J

Figure 10.22: Post-fit event yield for the τlτh, boosted signal categories estimated with the
inclusive H → ττ PoI setup as a function of mmmc

ττ with the same binning as used in the
likelihood model [28].
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Figure 10.23: Post-fit event yield for the τeτµ , vbf (top row) and vh (bottom row) signal
categories estimated with the inclusive H → ττ PoI setup as a function of mmmc

ττ with the
same binning as used in the likelihood model [28].
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Figure 10.24: Post-fit event yield for the τeτµ , boosted signal categories estimated with the
inclusive H → ττ PoI setup as a function of mmmc

ττ with the same binning as used in the
likelihood model [28].
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10.5.3 Modifications of the likelihood function

The complexity of the analysis caused by the large number of signal categories, control
regions, NFs and NPs introduces several challenges for the fit model. Furthermore, the
implementation of the STXS Stage 1.2 makes it necessary to treat the signal prediction for
each STXS bin at this stage as an individual sample. The shape effects of many NPs in
the likelihood model suffer from the relatively small sample sizes and the resulting large
statistical uncertainty. Such that in these cases small systematic variations may in fact
be dominated by statistical noise instead of real variations introduced by the systematic
uncertainty itself. Such noise in the likelihood model causes instabilities and increases the
impact of some uncertainties artificially. A lot of effort has been invested to develop methods
to systematically remove and correct the shape systematic uncertainties before building the
fit model. These methods suppress the noise introduced by statistical fluctuations, without
accidentally removing genuine and significant shape variations. The algorithms can be split
to three stages: 1) Pre-pruning, 2) Symmetrization and Smoothing and 3) Pruning.

Pre-pruning This step is implemented to remove nominal predictions and/or systematic
uncertainties of samples with negligible contributions. On one hand, this decreases the rather
long running time of the fit, but on the other hand, it also removes systematic uncertainties with
high statistical fluctuations which cause instabilities in the following steps. The pre-pruning
has three steps:

1. Remove systematic uncertainties and the nominal prediction for negligible samples

2. Remove systematic uncertainties for non-negligible but very small samples

3. Remove systematic uncertainties for samples dominated by the statistical uncertainty
of the simulated sample size

All three steps are applied to each sample in all signal categories and control regions separately.
In step 1) all samples are removed from a signal category or control region if the sample has
an expected event yield of less than 0.01 events. In step 2) different requirements for signal
categories and control regions are used. In signal categories the uncertainties on all samples
with an expected event yield of less than 1% relative to the expected signal yield are removed.
In control regions, the expected event yield has to be less than 1% relative to the sum of all
events in the region. In step 3) the relative statistical uncertainty caused by the limited sample
size is used. If this uncertainty exceeds 10% of the yield of a sample all other systematic
uncertainties on this sample are removed in this region. Figure 10.25 summarizes the removed
samples and systematic uncertainties in the pre-pruning step. For all samples, except for the
Z → ττ contribution, uncertainties are removed in a sub-set of categories and regions. Most
of signal samples are removed in step 1) or the systematic uncertainties on them are removed
in step 2). Many of STXS bins are not expected to contribute to a measured phase space or
are expected to contribute only to a sub-set of signal categories so that they do not fulfill the
requirements of these steps. The limited amount of Z → ll events causes their systematic
uncertainties to be removed in step 3) in several categories and regions. For most of the other
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Figure 10.25: Summary of the pre-pruning method. Each row corresponds to one input sample, while
each column corresponds to one signal category or one control region. White boxes marks samples,
which are not defined in the region, while green ones pass the full pre-prepruning. Yellow, orange and
red boxes illustrates that the sample is pruned in Step 1), 2) or 3) of the pre-pruning.
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samples no systematic uncertainties are removed in the last step, if they already passed step 1)
and 2) without failing the requirements of these steps. The sum of yields, which are removed
from the fit by failing step 1), is less than 1 event per signal category or control region and
therefore negligible.

Symmetrization and Smoothing After pre-pruning, each systematic uncertainty is sym-
metrized and smoothed per input sample. These steps are implemented to remove fluctuations
in the shape variation of the systematic uncertainties caused by small sample sizes. Especially,
bin entries of systematic variations with negative events, bins with an up and down variation
pointing into the same direction and large spikes in the entries of the observable used in the
fit have to be corrected to stabilize the likelihood fit. Negative bin entries are removed by
setting the bin value to 10−6 events. To reduce the fluctuation in the shape of the observable
used in the fit model the smoothing algorithm "353QH twice" of ROOT is used, which is
described in [256–258]. Therefore, the algorithm starts by studying the first bin entry of the
observable used in the fit. If estimates if the systematic uncertainty in this bin is statistically
significant. If so, it keeps the original systematic uncertainty in this bin and the algorithm
starts again with the neighboring bin entry of the observable. If the systematic uncertainty is
not significant, the bin is combined with the neighboring bin by summing the bin entries of
the nominal prediction and separately summing the bin entries of the systematic variations.
The systematic uncertainty of this combined bin is tested against the nominal prediction. The
systematic uncertainties of both bins are set to the size of the combined systematic uncertainty
if it is significant and the algorithm moves on. If not, the next bin is added as well until the
requirement is fulfilled or all bins are combined and therefore the full shape variation of the
systematic uncertainty is removed by setting the systematic uncertainty of all bin entries to
the same relative variation. This algorithm is optimized for relatively flat distributions and
can therefore not be applied to the mmmc

ττ distribution. However, the relative variations of the
systematic uncertainties is expected to be rather flat and is used instead. Fluctuations due
to small sample sizes can introduce occasional large spikes in the relative variations which
cannot be handled by the algorithm. Furthermore, ROOT applies the smoothing from left to
right to the bin entries, which is optimized for observables with decreasing population for
higher values, but the mmmc

ττ has the highest expected events around the mass of the Z boson.
To improve the algorithm for this analysis a local smoothing is applied first. In this, all bins
with an absolute relative variation of more than 50% and bins for which the relative variation
has a opposite sign compared to the variations of both neighboring bins are smoothed locally
with their neighboring bins to reduce the number of spikes and sign changes. In a next step,
two neighboring bins are smoothed if the relative variation between these bins differs by
more than 20%. To ensure that this smoothing is not introducing new large steps, it is applied
iteratively. After the local smoothing a symmetrization and correction procedure is applied on
the systematic variations to correct bins with a relative up and down variation pointing in the
same direction. In each of these bins, both variations are set to the absolute average of the two
variations. For the more significant variation the sign is kept, while the smaller variation is set
to the opposite sign. This correction by hand can introduce spikes in the relative variation so
that the smoothing algorithm of ROOT is applied again after this correction has been applied.
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The VH and ttH categories especially suffer from small sample sizes and are dominated by
data statistics and the limited sample size of the simulation. Therefore, these regions have
higher fluctuations and the systematic uncertainties are less important than in other categories.
All systematic uncertainties are fully symmetrized in these regions by centering the relative
up and down variation in every bin around zero. The same approach is applied to energy
scale uncertainties of the τ-lepton and to jet related uncertainties with relative variation on
the event yield below 1.2%. The impact of normalization uncertainties from these systematic
uncertainties on the PoIs is expected to be small, however their shape uncertainty can still have
a larger impact on the fit. The full symmetrization of these systematic uncertainties ensures
that the impact is kept, while statistical fluctuations are reduced. All of these steps have an
impact on the shape but also on the normalization of the variations. However, the statistical
uncertainty on the normalization is much smaller than on the individual bin variations which
are used for the shape variations. To avoid that these manipulations of the shape variations
have a large impact on the normalization uncertainties they are reset to original values if
the shape variation is pruned away. Therefore, the manipulated variations are only kept for
uncertainties which have a non-negligible shape component.

Pruning After the symmetrization and smoothing procedure explained in the previous
paragraph, the shape and/or normalization component of each NP or the statistical uncertainty
on the background prediction in one bin of the mmmc

ττ distribution is removed from the fit
model in a signal category or control region of the fit according to the following rules:

• Bin-by-bin statistical uncertainties of simulations

– The statistical uncertainty on the background prediction in one bin is removed, if
the relative statistical uncertainty on this bin is smaller than 1%

• Normalization component of NP

– The normalization component is removed, if relative systematic uncertainty of
one NP on the event yield is smaller than 1%

• Shape component of NP

– The shape component of one NP is removed, if the relative difference between
the systematic uncertainties across all bins is less than 1%

– The shape component of one NP is removed, if the difference between the
systematic uncertainties across all bins of the mmmc

ττ distribution binned into
[0,90,110,140,∞ GeV] agree within the one-σ interval of their statistical uncer-
tainty

Examples of systematic uncertainties Figure 10.26 shows the original distribution and
the manipulated distribution after applying the smoothing and symmetrization method for six
examples of systematic uncertainties. The examples are chosen to show extreme cases of input
variations to validate that these cases are corrected in a reasonable way. Figure 10.26 (a) shows
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(a) τhτh (b) τhτh

(c) τlτh (d) τhτh

(e) τeτµ (f) τlτh

Figure 10.26: Examples of envelopes for the Z → ττ (a,b,d,f), the VBF_qq2Hqq_1J (c) and the
WH_qq2Hqq_ge2J_mJJ_60_120 (e) input samples in the τhτh booosted_0_1J (a,b), the τlτh
vbf_1 (c,f), the τhτh booosted_3_ge1J (d) and the τeτµvh_1 (e) signal categories. (b) shows
the envelope for an Z theory NP and the remaining ones show jet related NPs. Each legend
defines if the shape and/or normalization (norm) component of the systematic uncertainties
is kept after the pruning. The dashed lines corresponds to the systematic uncertainty before
smoothing and symmetrization, while the solid line shows the systematics after these steps.
Black corresponds to the nominal prediction, red to the up variation and blue to the down
variation.
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an example in which a reasonable shape systematic is calculated even with sign flips in the
original histogram introduced by statistical fluctuations. Figures 10.26 (b) and (d) show cases
without large statistical fluctuations in which the algorithm keeps most of the original shape.
Figure 10.26 (c) gives an example for a systematic uncertainty, which has a shape introduced
by a statistical fluctuation, which is removed by the algorithm, while the asymmetry of
the normalization uncertainty is kept. Figure 10.26 (e) shows an example for a systematic
uncertainty in the low data statistics region VH_1. Several of the bins have an up and down
variation pointing in the same direction introduced by statistical fluctuations. Additionally, the
up and down variations have several sign flips between neighbor bins. The algorithm is able
to calculate a reasonable normalization uncertainty using the full symmetrization approach.
Figure 10.26 (f) gives an example of a systematic variation with large statistical fluctuation for
large values of mmmc

ττ , while for lower values only small fluctuation are given. The algorithms
is able to produce a reasonable shape and normalization uncertainty.

10.6 Results

This section summarizes the results of the cross section measurements using the 1-PoI, 4-PoI
and the 9-PoI fit setup. In Section 10.6.1 the observed values for the NFs to correct the
background predictions are shown and their compatibility across the different fit setups is
studied. The behavior of all NPs in the likelihood model is shown and compared between the
different fit setups in Section 10.6.2. The extracted inclusive cross sections using the 1-PoI
and 4-PoI fit setups and the impact of systematic and statistical uncertainties on these results
are summarized in Section 10.6.3. Finally, the cross section measurements of the 9-PoI fit
based on the reduced STXS Stage 1.2 configuration (see Figure 10.12) and the impact of the
systematic and statistical uncertainties on them is discussed in Section 10.6.4.

10.6.1 Observed normalization factors

A large number of NFs are included in the likelihood model to estimate the normalization of
several background contributions. This section summarizes the results for the NFs from all
three fit setups (1-, 4- and 9-PoI) and compares them to study the stability of the background
estimation across the different likelihood models.
Figure 10.27 shows the best-fit values and uncertainties for all NFs applied to the top quark
production background. No significant deviation from the SM prediction is visible for them.
The largest correction is applied to the top quark production background in the ttH categories,
in which the contribution is increased by 23%. The uncertainties of all NFs are dominated by
systematic uncertainties. A good agreement between the estimated NFs between the different
fit setups is observed. This confirms the stability of the estimation of the top quark production
background normalization across the different PoI configurations.
Figure 10.29 and 10.28 compares the best-fit values of the NFs to normalize the Z → ττ

background from the three different PoI configurations. One NF per signal category and
their corresponding object-based embedded control region is defined, except for the ttH
categories, in which one common NFs is defined for both categories and no control region
is included. The NFs show no significant deviation from the SM prediction of one. The ttH
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Figure 10.27: Measured NFs to normalize the top quark production background for the 1-PoI
(blue), 4-PoI (green) and 9-PoI (orange) setup. The crosses mark the best-fit values, while
the colored boxes show their uncertainties. The lighter color illustrates the full uncertainty,
while the darker corresponds to the statistical uncertainty. On the right side the best-fit values,
the full, the statistical and the systematic uncertainties for each NF are listed. The red line
corresponds to the SM prediction of one.

NF agrees within a 1.2σ interval with the SM prediction, while all other NFs agree within
an one-σ interval. The NFs for the VH_0, VH_1 and VBF_1 categories are larger than
one and for VBF_0 smaller. The NFs for the boosted categories tend to have a trend from
values larger than one to values smaller than one for categories with increasing pH

T values,
which is especially visible in the τhτh final state. The highest correction of the background
normalization is estimated in the ttH catgories 19%. Most of the NFs are dominated by
systematic uncertainties, except for the ones estimated in low statistics categories as VBF_1
and ttH. The estimated best-fit values and uncertainties for the 1-, 4- and 9-PoI setup show a
good consistency, which confirms the robustness of the Z → ττ background normalization
estimation against a change of the PoI configuration.
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Figure 10.28: Measured NFs to normalize the Z → ττ background for the 1-PoI (blue), 4-PoI
(green) and 9-PoI (orange) setup in the VBF, VH and ttH categories. The crosses mark the
best-fit values, while the colored boxes show their uncertainties. The lighter color illustrates
the full uncertainty, while the darker corresponds to the statistical uncertainty. On the right
side the best-fit values, the full, the statistical and the systematic uncertainties for each NF are
listed. The red line corresponds to the SM prediction of one.
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Figure 10.29: Measured NFs to normalize the Z → ττ background for the 1-PoI (blue), 4-PoI
(green) and 9-PoI (orange) setup in the boosted categories. The crosses mark the best-fit
values, while the colored boxes show their uncertainties. The lighter color illustrates the full
uncertainty, while the darker corresponds to the statistical uncertainty. On the right side the
best-fit values, the full, the statistical and the systematic uncertainties for each NF are listed.
The red line corresponds to the SM prediction of one.
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10.6.2 Behavior of nuisance parameters in the fit

In this section the behavior of all NPs, which pass the pruning criteria, are studied for the 1-,
4- and 9-PoI setup. To do so, the pull and constraint of each NP is estimated. The pull of an
NP illustrates whether the post-fit value of the NP agrees pre-fit value or not (See Section 7.2).
A pull of zero corresponds to a perfect agreement, while non-zero values illustrates that the fit
prefers an NP value that differs from the auxiliary measurement. The constraint shows by
how much the fit can reduce the systematic uncertainty given by the auxiliary measurement.
If the uncertainty of the auxiliary measurement is unchanged no constraint is expected, while
for reduced uncertainties a value below one is expected. A constraint value above one would
corresponds to an increasing of the size of the systematic uncertainty. This behavior is not
expected and would hint to an instable likelihood model. In general, a strong constraint of a
systematic uncertainty illustrates that the fit is very sensitive to this NP and therefore larger
pulls are expected for this NP, while large pulls of NPs with a constraint close to one are not
expected. Tables A.4 and A.5 in the appendix give an description of all NPs discussed in the
this section.

Theoretical uncertainties on the signal First the NPs’ parameters of uncertainties related
to the theoretical prediction of the signal, described in Section 10.4, are studied. Figure 10.30
summarizes the pulls and constraints for all NPs related to parton-shower and matrix-element
uncertainties. Most of the NPs show small pulls and no strong constraints, except for the
parton shower uncertainty in the V BF production, which has a visible pull and constraint.
This uncertainty is estimated by the comparison of two generators (see Section 10.4) and has
a large impact in the VBF categories. Therefore, the fit is expected to have sensitivity to this
NP.
Figure 10.31 (a) shows the pulls and constraints for the NPs related to PDF and αs uncertain-
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Figure 10.30: Pulls and constraints for the NPs estimated in the1-PoI (blue), 4-PoI (green)
and 9-PoI (orange) for the parton-shower, matrix-element (me, fxfx) related theoretical
uncertainties on the signal.
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ties, while Figure 10.31 (a) shows the results for the QCD scale uncertainties. Some minor
pulls and constraints are visible for QCD scale NPs, while none are visible for PDF and αs
NPs.
Values for all NPs related to theoretical uncertainties on the signal prediction are a very
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Figure 10.31: Pulls and constraints for the NPs estimated in the 1-PoI (blue), 4-PoI (green)
and 9-PoI (orange) for the PDF and αs (a) and QCD scale (b) related theoretical uncertainties
on the signal.

consistent between the 1-, 4- and 9-PoI fits. Therefore, the set of NPs for these uncertainties
is very robust against changing the PoI configuration scheme in the likelihood model.

Theoretical uncertainties on the background Figure 10.32 and Figure 10.33 (a) show
the pulls and constraints of all NPs related to theoretical uncertainties on the Z → ll/ττ

background prediction. For the PDF and QCD scale uncertainties a fully decorrelated set
of NPs across the different signal categories is used, which means that for each of them,
64 NPs are defined in the likelihood model. Figure 10.32 (a) shows 27 PDF related and
(b) 45 QCD scale related NPs, so that over 50% of the PDF and 30% of the QCD scale
NPs are pruned. Overall, several minor pulls and constraints are observed for these NPs,
which are caused by kinematic difference between the signal categories and their object-based
embedded Z → ll control regions. This shows that the reweighting of the Z → ll events does
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Figure 10.32: Pulls and constraints for the NPs estimated in the 1-PoI (blue), 4-PoI (green)
and 9-PoI (orange) for the PDF and αs (a) and QCD scale (b) related theoretical uncertainties
on the Z → ll/ττ background prediction.

not match the kinematic properties of the Z → ττ events perfectly. However, the observed
pulls and constraints have shown no significant impact on the best-values of the PoIs. The
remaining NPs related to the theoretical prediction of the Z → ll/ττ background are shown
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in Figure 10.33 (a) and have minor pulls, except for the NP related to the QCD to EWK
production ratio of Z → ll/ττ background events in the VBF categories. The impact of this
NP on the PoIs is negligible and therefore no additional investigations have been performed
to study this behavior.
The NPs related to theoretical uncertainties on other backgrounds are shown in Figure 10.33 (b).
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Figure 10.33: Pulls and constraints for the NPs estimated in the 1-PoI (blue), 4-PoI (green)
and 9-PoI (orange) for the remaining theoretical uncertainties on the Z → ll/ττ background
prediction (a), for PDF related uncertainties on top (b) and for other theoretical uncertainties
on the top and the di-boson (VV) production background (c).

Except for the NP assigned to the cross section prediction of di-boson events in the object-
based embedded control regions, all NPs are related to the top quark production background.
These uncertainties have a sizable impact in the ttH categories only. The prediction of these
uncertainties suffer from the low data statistics in the ttH regions and are artificially inflated
by statistical fluctuation arising from the limited statistics of the simulated events. Especially,
the NPs related to the matrix-element and the final state radiation uncertainties are pulled and
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constrained. These pulls are mainly introduce by shape effects of the NPs in the ttH categories
but also by the boosted signal categories, which have a large data statistics to constrain them.
These NPs interplay with the NF on the top quark production background in the ttH categories.
The value above one of this NF observed in Figure 10.27 compensates for the pulls of these
NPs.

Experimental uncertainties The pulls and constraints of NPs related to the jet systematic
uncertainties, except for those on b-jet and τh-jets, are shown in Figure 10.35. Several of
them show rather large pulls and strong constraints. They are mainly driven by a large shape
variation of these uncertainties in the mmmc

ττ distribution. Especially, the boosted signal region
with the large data statistics is able to use this shape information to constrain and pull these
NPs. A pull of these NPs effectively moves the Z → ττ peak in the distribution of the mmmc

ττ

observable. The dependencies of the mmmc
ττ shape on the jet related uncertainties is caused

by the impact of the jet resolution and energy scale on Emiss
T , especially on the soft term.

Therefore, the Emiss
T estimation, which is used in the MMC algorithm (see Section 5.7), is

highly affected by the jet uncertainties. Furthermore, the uncertainties in modeling of pile-up
and underlying event have a strong impact on the selected phase space with a large number of
jets and/or τh-jets. On the other hand, the large data statistics in the boosted regions allows to
have a high sensitivity to measure these effects. These behaviors of the jet related NPs is well
known from the previous analyses [26, 233]. The same effect is visible for NPs related to
uncertainties in Emiss

T and is illustrated in Figure 10.34 (b) and impacts also some of the NPs
related to b-jet uncertainties shown in Figure 10.34 (a).
Figure 10.36 shows the NPs related to uncertainties in modeling of electrons and muons
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Figure 10.34: Pulls and constraints for the NPs estimated in the 1-PoI (blue), 4-PoI (green)
and 9-PoI (orange) for b-jet (a) and Emiss

T and luminosity (b) related uncertainties.

(a) and to τ-leptons (b). The scheme for the electron uncertainties related to the object
identification, which is able to corrected for kinematic dependencies, shows only small pulls
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Figure 10.35: Pulls and constraints for the NPs estimated in the 1-PoI (blue), 4-PoI (green)
and 9-PoI (orange) for jet energy resolution (a) and jet energy scale, flavor and vertex tagger
(b) related uncertainties.

and constraints, while some NPs of the simplified scheme related to the muons are pulled.
These uncertainties have only a sizable impact in the τeτµ final state, which has itself only a
minor impact on the combined result. Therefore, these pulls have a negligible impact on the
final results and are not studied in more detail. Some of the NPs related to the τ-lepton energy
scale show pulls and constraints. The largest pull and constraint is visible for the NP related
to the τ-lepton reconstruction efficiency. The estimation of this systematic uncertainties relies
fully on simulated events as described in [202]. Therefore, the auxiliary measurement do
not correct for differences between the simulation and data. The main reason for the fully
simulation based estimation is the lack of an event selection with a high purity of τh-leptons,
which could be used for a tag-and-probe measurement. This analysis provides such a selection
via the object-based embedded control regions. Therefore, this analysis is expected to be
more sensitive to the measurement of this uncertainty compared to the auxiliary measurement
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itself and is able to correct for differences between simulation and data. Therefore, the prior
of this NP is inflated in the likelihood model by a factor of four. In this way, the Gaussian
constraint on the best-fit value of the NP is removed and the NP basically acts as a free floating
parameter, which can be directly measured in the likelihood fit.
The NPs related to the data-driven method of the misidentified τ background are shown in
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Figure 10.36: Pulls and constraints for the NPs estimated in the 1-PoI (blue), 4-PoI (green)
and 9-PoI (orange) for electron and muon (a) and τ-lepton (b) related uncertainties.

Figure 10.37. For the τlτh (see Figure 10.37 (a)) most of the NPs show rather small constraints
and pulls. The largest pull is visible for the NP related to the subtraction of other background
contributions in the used control regions for τh-lepton decay into jets with one charged track in
the boosted categories. This NP is estimated ad-hoc in a conservative way by simply applying
a large variation on the yield of the subtracted background. Therefore, a pull and constraint of
this parameter is reasonable and also for most of the other NPs related to the misidentified τ

background estimation in the τlτh final state and in the other final states (see Figure 10.37 (b)).
Figure 10.38 shows the NPs related to the migration uncertainties of the object-based embed-
ding method used to estimate the normalization of the Z → ττ background. The NPs show
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Figure 10.37: Pulls and constraints for the NPs estimated in the 1-PoI (blue), 4-PoI (green)
and 9-PoI (orange) of the τ misidentified background estimation in τlτh (a) as well as τeτµ

and τhτh (b).

relatively small constraints and pulls for all control regions. However, the NPs tend to correct
for migration differences between the control regions with similar kinematic properties. For
example the uncertainties on the Z → ττ prediction in the τlτh boosted_3_ge1J region is
pulled to a negative value, while the NP for the τlτh boosted_2_ge1J region is pulled to
positive values.
None of the NPs related to experimental uncertainties show a significant difference between
the 1-, 4- and 9-PoI fit setup.
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Figure 10.38: Pulls and constraints for the NPs estimated in the 1-PoI (blue), 4-PoI (green)
and 9-PoI (orange) of the object-based embedding method used for the estimation of the
Z → ττ background.

10.6.3 Inclusive cross section measurements

In the 1-PoI fit the inclusive cross section of the H → ττ decay channel is targeted and uses
the assumption that the relative contribution of all Higgs boson production modes follow the
SM prediction. The 4-PoI measures the cross section of the four main Higgs boson production
modes ggF , V BF , V H and ttH simultaneously, while for all other production modes the cross
section is assumed to be SM-like.
The observed inclusive cross section of the H → ττ decay channel is:

σ
obs
H→ττ = 2.94±0.21(stat)+0.37

−0.32(syst)pb, (10.1)

which agrees with the SM prediction of 3.17±0.09 pb with a p-value of 58%. The first row of
lines of Table 10.16 summarizes the results of the 1-PoI fit and shows the individual impact
of the four main sources of uncertainties (see Section 10.4) on the result. The measurement is
dominated by systematic uncertainties with +0.37

−0.32 p. The highest impact is estimated for the
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theoretical uncertainties on the signal prediction with ±0.26 pb, followed by experimental
uncertainties with ±0.19 pb. The impact of theoretical uncertainties on the background
prediction is small. Compared to the previous analysis based on the data set with 36 fb−1

(see Section 9.7.1) the statistical uncertainty is reduced from 16% to 7% and the systematic
uncertainties from 21% to 12%.
The consistency of the fit results across the different regions of phase space used in the fit

SM prediction Result Stat. unc. Syst. unc. [pb]

Production Mode [pb] [pb] [pb] Th. sig. Th. bkg. Exp.

inclusive H → ττ 3.17 ±0.09 2.94 ±0.41 ±0.21 ±0.26 ±0.05 ±0.19

ttH 0.0313 ±0.0032 0.033 ±0.037 ±0.031 ±0.010 ±0.010 ±0.010

V H 0.1176 ±0.0025 0.115 ±0.070 ±0.058 ±0.016 ±0.005 ±0.021

ggF 2.77 ±0.09 2.65 ±0.85 ±0.41 ±0.56 ±0.07 ±0.45

V BF 0.220 ±0.005 0.197 ±0.041 ±0.028 ±0.024 ±0.005 ±0.012

Table 10.16: Measured inclusive H → ττ cross section (first row) and cross sections for the
four dominant production modes ggF , V BF , V H and ttH (lower four rows) are shown in the
second column, while their SM predictions are shown in the first column. The four right
hand columns list separately the contributions to the total uncertainty in the measurements
from statistical uncertainties (Stat. unc.) as well as from systematic uncertainties (Syst. unc.)
on the signal prediction (Th. sig.), on the background prediction (Th. bkg.), and from the
experimental performance (Exp.) [28].

model is studied with reduced likelihood models. For each fit setup includes only a sub-set
of signal categories together with the corresponding control regions. For a stable fit result
all NFs and NPs, which are not applied in the used signal categories or control regions are
excluded. Seven sub-fits are preformed: Three fits in which only the signal categories of
one final state are included (τeτµ ,τlτh,τhτh) and four fits in which only the categories of one
inclusive signal category are included (tth, vbf, vh, boosted). The results for the final state
split are shown in Figure 10.39 (a) and the results for the inclusive signal category split are
shown in Figure 10.39 (b). In both figures, the results are divided by the SM prediction and
the combined result is shown for comparison. All sub-fits agree within a one-σ interval with
the combined results, except of the τeτµ sub-fit, which agrees within 1.3σ . A compatibility
test between the sub-fits and the combined fit is performed. The measurements in the final
states show a compatibility of 30%, while the measurements in the inclusive categories show
a compatibility of 72%.
The results for the PoIs of the 4-PoI setup, in which the cross sections of the four main
production modes are measured is summarized in Table 10.16 (lower four rows). All four
observed cross sections agree within a one-σ uncertainty interval with the SM prediction.
The highest precision is reached for the V BF production mode with a relative uncertainty
of 21% (±0.041 pb), followed by the ggF production mode with 32% (±0.85 pb). The
relative uncertainty for the V H production is 61% (±0.070 pb) and for the ttH production
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Figure 10.39: Cross section measurement using different sub-sets of the full likelihood model.
(a) shows the fit results for using only one of the final states and (b) for using only categories
of one inclusive signal category. In both figures, the result for the full likelihood model is
shown. The cross sections are shown normalized to the SM prediction [28].

112% (±0.037 pb). The measured ggF cross section is dominated by systematic uncertainties.
The highest contribution is assigned to theoretical uncertainties on the signal prediction with
±0.56 pb, followed by experimental uncertainties with ±0.45 pb. The V BF measurement has
a similar impact from the statistical and systematic uncertainties. The systematic uncertainties
are dominated by the theoretical uncertainties on the signal prediction. The V H and ttH
production modes are dominated by statistical uncertainties. Figure 10.40 (a) summarize
the measured cross sections. All results are divided by the SM prediction. The figure
illustrates the good agreement of the measurement with the SM prediction, for which an
overall compatibility of 98% is calculated. The correlations between the PoIs is illustrated
in Figure 10.40 (b). The largest anti-correlation is observed between ggF and V H (-29%)
and between ggF and V BF (-24%). These large anti-correlations are mainly introduced by
the high contamination of ggF events in the VBF and VH categories (see Figure 10.13).
The correlations between the remaining PoIs is below 10%. The high purity of the ttH
signal in the ttH categories results in correlations with all other production modes below
2.1%. The observation of the H → ττ decay was achieved in the previous analysis (see
Section 9.6), but none of the individual production modes have been observed so far in the
H → ττ decay mode. Therefore, the 4-PoI setup is also used to estimate the significance of the
two production modes with the highest sensitivity: ggF and V BF . For the V BF production
mode an observed (expected) significance of 5.3σ (6.2σ ) is measured, so that this production
mode is observed for the first time in the H → ττ channel. For the ggF production modes
an observed (expected) significance of 3.9σ (4.6σ ) is estimated, so that an evidence but no
observation of the production mode in the H → ττ decay channel is achieved.
Compared to the previous analysis, the relative statistical uncertainties could be reduced for
the ggF production mode from 32% to 15% and for the V BF production from 32% to 13%.
The systematic uncertainties are reduced from 48% to 27% for ggF and from 36% to 14% for
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Figure 10.40: Results of the cross section measurement of the four inclusive main production
modes. (a) shows the measured cross section with the uncertainties, normalized to the SM
prediction, while (b) shows the correlation matrix of the PoIs [28].

Impact of systematic uncertainties Table 10.17 summarizes the relative impact of differ-
ent sets of systematic uncertainties on the inclusive cross section measurements using the
breakdown approach described in Section 7.2. The left column of the table shows that for the
inclusive σH→ττ cross section measurement the dominant set of experimental uncertainties
is related to jets and Emiss

T with an impact of 4.53% and to statistical uncertainties of the
background prediction due to the limited sample size with 3.99%. Some sizable contributions
can be assigned to uncertainties related to τh-leptons (2.16%) and misidentified τ background
(2.05%), while the remaining uncertainties have a minor impact on the measurement (<2%).
Compared to the previous analysis (see Table 9.10) the relative impact of all systematic
uncertainties could be reduced. However, the impact of the theoretical uncertainties on the
signal prediction is more dominant compared to the previous measurement.
The measurement of the ggF and the V BF cross sections is dominated by systematic un-
certainties (28.56% and 15.05%) and in particular by theoretical uncertainties on the signal
prediction (21.23% and 12.37%). Overall, the relative impact of the different sets of sys-
tematic uncertainties are very similar for the ggF , V BF and inclusive H → ττ cross section
measurements. The only difference between ggF and V BF measurements is that the data
statistics has a similar impact (14.16%) as the systematic uncertainties for V BF , while the
impact of the data statistics is relatively small for ggF . The measurement of V H and ttH
cross sections is dominated by data statistics (35.64% and 94.64%). The set of systematic
uncertainties with the highest impact for both cross sections measurements is the size of the
background sample (24.41% and 38.05%). For the V H cross section measurement a sizable
impact of uncertainties related to the theoretical prediction of the signal (13.69%), to jets and
Emiss

T (13.28%) and to misidentified τ-leptons (10.93%) is observed. For the measurement of
the ttH cross section the theoretical uncertainties on the top quark production background
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prediction (28.23%), the theoretical uncertainties on the signal prediction (23.14%) and
uncertainties related to jets and Emiss

T (19.45%) have the largest impact after the size of the
background sample.
Figure 10.41 shows the ten NPs with the highest impact on the inclusive σH→ττ cross section

Set of uncertainty
Impact on [%]

∆σ/σH→ττ ∆σ/σ
ggF
H→ττ

∆σ/σVBF
H→ττ

∆σ/σVH
H→ττ

∆σ/σ ttH
H→ττ

All uncertainties 13.92 32.32 20.40 60.78 111.14
Data statistics 7.23 15.59 14.16 50.26 94.62
All systematic uncertainties 11.97 28.56 15.05 35.64 70.25
Theoretical unc. on signal 8.74 21.23 12.37 13.69 23.14
Jet and Emiss

T 4.53 12.87 4.68 13.28 19.45
Background sample size 3.99 9.52 5.69 24.41 38.05
τh-leptons 2.16 5.23 1.45 4.09 5.19
Misidentified τ-leptons 2.05 5.13 2.34 10.93 4.82
Luminosity 1.83 2.20 1.67 1.23 1.32
Theoretical unc. on Z background 1.19 2.41 2.12 1.02 3.02
Theoretical unc. on top background 1.08 1.05 1.11 4.19 28.23
B-jets 0.43 0.63 0.67 0.61 9.07
Electrons and muons 0.43 1.67 0.22 0.82 0.66

Table 10.17: Summary of the relative impact of different sets of systematic uncertainties on
the measurements of the cross sections in the 1- and 4-PoI setups [28].

measurement using the NP ranking approach (see Section 7.2). Eight of the ten NPs are
related to theoretical uncertainties on the signal prediction. Seven of them are QCD scale
uncertainties on the ggF production, while the leading one is related to the parton shower
uncertainty in the V BF production. In addition, one NP related to jet uncertainties and one
NP related to the luminosity are shown.
Figure 10.42 (a) shows the ten NPs with the largest impact on the measurement of σ

ggF
H→ττ

in
the 4-PoI setup. Eight of them are related to theoretical uncertainties on the signal prediction,
six to QCD scale uncertainties and two related to the parton shower uncertainties in the ggF
and V BF production modes. Due to the large size of the parton shower uncertainty in the V BF
production, its impact on the measurement of σ

ggF
H→ττ

is sizable due to contamination from
V BF production in the boosted categories. The remaining two NPs are related to uncertainties
on Emiss

T and the misidentified τ background.
Figure 10.42 (b) displays the top ten ranked NPs on the measurement of σVBF

H→ττ
. Five of the

ten NPs are related to theoretical uncertainties on the signal prediction. The impact of the
leading the parton shower uncertainties in the V BF production is three times larger than the
second highest ranked NP. Therefore, the remaining NPs have a rather small impact on the
measurement. Four of the remaining NPs are related to uncertainties on jets.
The top ten ranked NPs for the measurements of σVH

H→ττ
and σ ttH

H→ττ
are shown in Fig-

ures 10.42 (c) and (d). Due to the high impact of the data statistics and of the size of the
background sample on these cross section measurements, the importance of the ten highest
ranked NPs is relatively small. For both, NPs related to theoretical uncertainties on the
signal prediction and to uncertainties on jets are highly ranked. For the σ ttH

H→ττ
measurement,
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Figure 10.41: Relative impact of the ten NPs with the largest impact on the inclusive σH→ττ

cross section measurement. The uncertainties are listed in decreasing order of their impact.
The upper x-axis corresponds to the impact of the variation of the NPs by one-σ on the
inclusive cross section measurement and is visualized by blue boxes. The lower x-axis
corresponds to the pulls and constraints of the NPs, which are illustrated with black points
and lines [28].

two NFs scaling the top quark production and Z → ττ predictions and two NPs related to
theoretical uncertainties on the top production background prediction are ranked under the
top ten NPs.
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Figure 10.42: Relative impact of the ten NPs with the largest impact on the inclusive σ
ggF
H→ττ

(a), σVBF
H→ττ

(b), σVH
H→ττ

(c) and σ ttH
H→ττ

(d) cross section measurements. The uncertainties are
listed in decreasing order of their impact. The upper x-axis corresponds to the impact of the
variation of the NPs by one-σ on the inclusive cross section measurements and is visualized
by blue boxes. The lower x-axis corresponds to the pulls and constraints of the NPs, which
are illustrated with black points and lines [28].
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10.6.4 STXS measurement

In this section the measured cross sections in the 9 STXS bins and their uncertainties are
discussed and compared to the SM prediction. The fit measures the cross sections of five ggF
STXS bins:

• ggF , Nj ≥ 2, 350 GeV≤ mjj, pH
T < 200 GeV (ggF VBF-like)

• ggF , Nj ≥ 2, mjj < 350 GeV♠, 60 ≤ pH
T < 120 GeV (ggF pH

T : [60,120])

• ggF , Nj = 1, mjj < 350 GeV, 120 ≤ pH
T < 200 GeV (ggF 1-jet pH

T : [120,200])

• ggF , Nj ≥ 2, mjj < 350 GeV, 120 ≤ pH
T < 200 GeV (ggF ≥2-jet pH

T : [120,200])

• ggF , Nj ≥ 1, 200 ≤ pH
T < 300 GeV (ggF pH

T : [200,300])

• ggF , Nj ≥ 1, 300 GeV≤ pH
T (ggF pH

T : [300,∞[)

The ♠ indicates that the mjj < 350 GeV requirement is only applied on events with at least
two jets. In addition, cross sections of two EW qqH STXS bins and one ttH STXS bin are
measured:

• EW qqH, Nj ≥ 2, 60 ≤ mjj < 120 GeV (EW qqH VH-like)

• EW qqH, Nj ≥ 2, 350 GeV≤ mjj (EW qqH VBF-like)

• ttH

The short term defined for each STXS bin in the round brackets will be used throughout the
rest of this section to improve readability.
Compared to the previous measurement based on the data set recorded in 2015 and 2016
(see Section 9.8), the granularity of this STXS measurement is increased. In the previous
measurement only two STXS bins for the ggF production mode with the requirements Nj ≥ 1,
60 ≤ pH

T < 200 GeV and Nj ≥ 1, pH
T ≥ 200 GeV have been measured and for the remain-

ing production modes only one EW qqH VBF-like STXS bin was defined as described in
Section 7.1 with slightly different requirements compared to this analysis. Therefore, the
current measurement explores new regions of phase space by including the VH and ttH signal
categories to measure the EW qqH VH-like and ttH STXS bins and increases the granularity
in the boosted ggF phase space.
Figure 10.43 and Table 10.18 summarize the measured values of the nine STXS bins and
the uncertainties on the measurement. In the ratio panel of Figure 10.43 the good agreement
of the measurement with the SM prediction is visible in particular. None of the STXS bins
differs with more than one-σ from their SM prediction and the estimated p-value of the
compatibility between the measurement and the SM prediction is 96%.
The smallest relative uncertainties are estimated for the EW qqH VBF-like (25%), the ggF
pH

T : [200,300] (36%) and the ggF pH
T : [300,∞[ (40%) STXS bins. The remaining ggF STXS

bins are measured with a relative uncertainty between 75% and 206%. The measurement of
the ttH STXS bin has a relative uncertainty of 111% and the measurement of the EW qqH
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Figure 10.43: Results of the STXS measurement with nine independent PoIs. The measured
cross sections are marked with black dots and their total (statistical) uncertainties are shown
with black (blue) error bars. The SM prediction for each STXS bin is indicated by a red
line and the theoretical uncertainty on the prediction by a red band. The spades symbol ♠

indicates, that the requirement on mjj is only applied for Nj ≥2 [28].

VH-like STXS bin has 63% relative uncertainty.
Table 10.18 also shows the uncertainties from data statistics, theoretical uncertainties on the
signal and background prediction and from experimental sources. For most of the STXS bins,
the precision of the measurement is dominated by the data statistics in contrast to the inclusive
measurements. The measurement of the finer granularity of phase space increases the relative
statistical uncertainty by decreasing the amount of data used to estimated the independent
cross sections but also removes partially theoretical uncertainties on the signal prediction
by decreasing the model dependence and the extrapolation from the detected phase space to
the measured STXS bin. The STXS bins, which are not dominated by data statistics are the
ggF STXS bins with pH

T ≤ 200 GeV. Particularly, the measurement of the ggF pH
T : [60,120]

STXS bin is dominated by experimental uncertainties. Most of the events from this STXS bin
populate the boosted_0 signal categories. These large uncertainties can be assigned to the
necessary extrapolation from these two signal categories to the phase space of the measured
STXS bin. The signal categories have a requirement of 100≤ pH

T < 120 GeV, while the phase
space of the STXS bin is defined by 60≤ pH

T < 120 GeV. For the ggF VBF-like STXS bin
no specific signal categories are defined and therefore the STXS bin is measured in regions
of phase space designed for other STXS bins. This increases the impact of experimental
uncertainties on this measured STXS bins. Furthermore, the main contribution of this signal
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STXS bins SM prediction Result Stat. unc. Syst. unc. [fb]

Process mjj [GeV] pH
T [GeV] Nj [fb] [fb] [fb] Th. sig. Th. bkg. Exp.

ggF

[0,350]♠ [60,120] ≥ 1 394 ±60 189 ±360 ±220 ±59 ±152 ±240

[120,200] = 1 47 ±11 17 ± 30 ± 18 ± 4 ± 4 ± 16

[0,350] [120,200] ≥ 2 59 ±20 33 ± 39 ± 27 ±10 ± 10 ± 23

[200,300] ≥ 1 30.5 ± 9 30.3 ± 11.0 ± 8.6 ± 2.9 ± 0.8 ± 5.6

[300,∞[ ≥ 1 7.7 ± 3.0 9.35 ± 3.80 ± 3.50 ± 1.00 ± 0.22 ± 1.20

[350,∞[ [0,200] ≥ 2 55 ±13 143 ±110 ± 54 ±58 ± 6 ± 71

EW qqH
[60,120] ≥ 2 33.1 ± 1.1 33 ± 20 ± 17 ± 4 ± 2 ± 6

[350,∞[ ≥ 2 90.1 ± 2.2 71 ± 17 ± 13 ±10 ± 2 ± 4

ttH 31.3 ± 3.2 34 ± 37 ± 32 ± 7 ± 10 ± 8

Table 10.18: Observed cross sections and uncertainties in the 9-PoI fit setup. The SM
predictions for each parameter are computed using the inclusive cross section calculations
and the simulated event samples. On the right-side the contributions to the total uncertainty
in the measurements from statistical (Stat. unc.) or systematic uncertainties (Syst. unc.)
in the signal prediction (Th. sig.), background prediction (Th. bkg.), and in experimental
performance (Exp.) are given separately. The spades symbol ♠ indicates, that the requirement
on mjj is only applied for Nj ≥2 [28].

populates the VBF categories, which suffer from a large impact from theoretical uncertainties
on the signal, particularly the parton shower uncertainty in the V BF production mode. The
STXS bins for the EW qqH and ttH production have a similar contribution of uncertainties
from data statistics, theoretical uncertainties on the signal and background prediction and
from experimental sources as the V BF , V H and ttH cross sections of the 4-PoI setup.
A comparison of the measured STXS bins and their an uncertainties to the STXS measurement
of the previous analysis is shown in Table 10.19. The table lists the STXS bins of this measure-
ment based on Stage 1.2 and the STXS bins at Stage 1 used in the previous measurement (see
Section 7.1). This comparison shows the improvements in the STXS measurement between
the two analyses. The three STXS bins of the current analysis could not be extracted in the
previous measurement due to missing signal categories or low sensitivity. The contribution
of these STXS bins has been fixed to their SM prediction in the likelihood fit. For the three
ggF STXS bins with an upper threshold on pH

T of 200 GeV or below and mjj < 350 GeV,
the comparison is rather difficult. Only one STXS bin of the previous measurement can
be assigned to them, which shows the increased granularity of the current measurement.
This STXS bin was measured with a precision of 51%, while the uncertainties on the three
measured STXS bins of the current analysis are between 116% and 206%. However, in the
previous measurement the measured cross section is 4.5 times large than its SM prediction,
while in the current measurement all three bins are measured to be 0.4 and 0.6 times their
SM prediction. The two STXS bins ggF pH

T : [200,300] and ggF pH
T : [300,∞[ of the current

measurement are combined in the previous measurement to one STXS bin. The relative
uncertainty of the previous measurement on this STXS bin is with 59% larger than the relative
uncertainties of both STXS bins of the current analysis (36% and 40%). This shows the large
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STXS bins (Stage 1.2) Current analysis (Stage 1.2) Previous analysis (Stage 1)

Process mjj [GeV] pH
T [GeV] Nj σobs/σSM Uncertainty [%] σobs/σSM Uncertainty [%]

ggF

[0,350]♠ [60,120] ≥ 1 0.48 206.3
4.48 50.9[120,200] = 1 0.37 172.5

[0,350] [120,200] ≥ 2 0.57 116.1

[200,300] ≥ 1 1.02 36.3
0.86 58.9

[300,∞[ ≥ 1 1.21 40.4

[350,∞[ [0,200] ≥ 2 2.61 74.9 Set to SM prediction

EW qqH
[60,120] ≥ 2 0.98 63.1 Set to SM prediction

[350,∞[ ≥ 2 0.78 24.6 1.14 45.3

ttH 1.07 111.2 Set to SM prediction

Table 10.19: Measured values for STXS bins divided by their SM predictions (σobs/σSM) and
the relative uncertainty on each measured STXS bin for the current and previous analyses
(see Chapter 9). The requirements in the four left hand columns corresponds to the STXS
Stage 1.2 definition used in the current analysis. The STXS bins of previous analysis based
on Stage 1 are listed in the same row as STXS bins of Stage 1.2 with a similar but not the
same definition (see Section 7.1). The spades symbol ♠ indicates, that the requirement on mjj
is only applied for Nj ≥2.

improvement of the current analysis by optimizing the signal category definition, in particular
the harmonization of the requirements on pH

T in the selection of the signal categories with the
definition in the STXS bins. The relative uncertainty on the measurement of the EW qqH
VBF-like bin is decreased from 45% to 25% for the new analysis.
Figure 10.44 shows the correlation matrix of the nine PoIs. The correlation varies between
-40% and +10%. The largest anti-correlation is observed for the EW qqH VBF-like and ggF
VBF-like STXS bins. This anti-correlation is introduced by the high contribution of this ggF
STXS bin in the VBF signal categories. For measured ggF STXS bins with a similar topology
an anti-correlation between -30% and -10% is observed.

Impact of systematic uncertainties The impact of different sets of systematic uncertainties
on the measured ggF and on the remaining measured STXS bins are shown in Tables 10.20
and 10.21. The impact is estimated using the breakdown approach described in Section 7.2.
Systematic uncertainties related to jets and Emiss

T but also the size of the background samples
are dominating contributions to the experimental uncertainties on the measurement of ggF
STXS bins. In particular for the STXS bins ggF pH

T : [60,120] and ggF 1-jet pH
T : [120,200],

the relative impact of this set of systematic uncertainties amounts to 70% to 108%. The
impact of the theoretical uncertainties on the signal prediction is smaller or of the same
size as uncertainties related to jets and Emiss

T and the size of the background samples on
the measurements of the ggF STXS bins. In contrast to the measurement of the inclusive
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Figure 10.44: Observed correlation matrix of the nine PoIs fit setup. The color code indicates
a correlation between two PoIs in red (positive value) and anti-correlation in blue (negative
value). The spades symbol ♠ indicates, that the requirement on mjj is only applied for Nj ≥2
[28].

ggF cross section, in which theoretical uncertainties dominate the total uncertaintyt’ (see
Table 10.17). This shows that the increased granularity of the STXS measurements reduces
the model dependency and therefore the impact of theoretical uncertainties on the signal
prediction of the measurement. In addition, a sizable impact of uncertainties related to τh-
leptons (5% to 35%) and misidentified τ-leptons (4% to 57%) is observed for the ggF STXS
bins, while the impact of the remaining uncertainties on the measurement is rather small.
The experimental uncertainties on the measurement of the EW qqH VH-like and ttH STXS
bins are dominated by the size of the background sample (26% and 38%) (see Table 10.21),
followed by uncertainties related to misidentified τ-leptons for the EW qqH VH-like STXS
bin (12%) and by theoretical uncertainties on the predictions of the top quark background for
the ttH STXS bin (28%). The systematic uncertainties on the measurement of the EW qqH
VBF-like STXS bin is dominated by theoretical uncertainties on the signal prediction (14%),
while the size of the background sample is the dominating contribution to the experimental
uncertainties (7%).
The ten NPs and NFs with the largest impact on each measured STXS bin are shown in
Figures 10.45-10.46. The impact is estimated with the NP ranking approach (see Section 7.2).
In the measurement of the ggF VBF-like STXS bin (see Figure 10.45 (a)) NP related to
theoretical uncertainties on the ggF signal prediction in the VBF topology and to uncertainties
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Impact on [%]
Process ggF

Nj ≥2 ≥1 =1 ≥2 ≥1 ≥1
mjj [GeV] [350,∞[ [0,350]♠ [0,350]
pH

T [GeV] [0,200] [60,120] [120,200] [120,200] [200,300] [350,∞[
All uncertainties 74.9 206.3 172.5 116.1 36.3 40.4
Data statistics 37.5 118.4 104.0 78.0 28.6 37.7
All systematic uncertainties 65.6 171.7 141.3 89.3 24.7 21.6
Theoretical unc. on signal 40.6 31.1 25.1 29.2 9.9 10.6
Jet and Emiss

T 42.3 101.3 81.8 54.9 15.3 8.3
Background sample size 26.0 107.8 71.8 46.1 11.5 11.2
τh-leptons 13.8 35.1 35.2 17.5 5.0 5.6
Misidentified τ-leptons 16.8 57.0 24.2 19.5 4.1 4.0
Luminosity 2.7 9.3 5.8 2.0 2.2 2.1
Theoretical unc. on Z background 2.7 9.3 5.8 2.0 2.2 2.1
Theoretical unc. on top background 2.9 22.4 3.6 11.3 1.8 2.5
B-jets 1.4 3.3 4.1 4.4 0.2 0.7
Electrons and muons 1.2 9.8 9.4 9.5 0.8 1.4

Table 10.20: Summary of the relative impact of different sets of systematic uncertainty on the
measurements of the ggF STXS bins in the 9-PoI setup.

Impact on [%]
Process EW qqH ttH

Nj ≥2 ≥2
mjj [GeV] [60,120] [350,∞[

All uncertainties 63.1 24.6 111.2
Data statistics 52.9 18.3 94.8
All systematic uncertainties 36.1 17.0 70.3
Theoretical unc. on signal 11.9 13.5 22.9
Jet and Emiss

T 11.2 5.4 19.8
Background sample size 25.8 7.0 37.9
τh-leptons 3.6 1.8 5.2
Misidentified τ-leptons 12.0 1.5 5.0
Luminosity 1.2 1.5 1.2
Theoretical unc. on Z background 1.1 2.9 3.3
Theoretical unc. on top background 5.4 0.9 28.2
B-jets 1.0 0.6 9.1
Electrons and muons 1.6 0.2 0.9

Table 10.21: Summary of the relative impact of different sets of systematic uncertainty on the
measurements of the EW qqH and ttH STXS bins in the 9-PoI setup.

on jets are highly ranked. On the measurement of the ggF pH
T : [60,120], ggF 1-jet pH

T :
[120,200] and ggF ≥ 2-jet pH

T : [120,200] NPs related to the theoretical prediction of the
Z → ll/ττ background prediction, NFs on the Z → ττ background and NPs related to
uncertainties on jets and Emiss

T are highly ranked (see Figures 10.45 (b)-(d)).
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Figure 10.45: Relative impact of the ten NPs with the largest impact on the measurement of
the ggF VBF-like (a), ggF pH

T : [60,120] (b), ggF 1-jet pH
T : [120,200] (c) and ggF ≥2-jet

pH
T : [120,200] (d) STXS bins. The uncertainties are listed in decreasing order of their impact.

The upper x-axis corresponds to the impact of the variation of the NPs by one-σ on the
inclusive cross section measurements and is visualized by blue boxes. The lower x-axis
corresponds to the pulls and constraints of the NPs, which are illustrated with black points
and lines.
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10.6 Results

Figures 10.45 (a) and (b) show the NPs with the largest impacts on the measurements of the
ggF pH

T : [200,300] and ggF pH
T : [300,∞[ STXS bins. For both STXS bins, the NP related to

the parton shower uncertainty in the ggF production has the largest impact, followed mainly
by NPs related to uncertainties on jets and Emiss

T .
The NPs with the largest impact on the measurement of the EW qqH VH-like STXS bins are
related to theoretical uncertainties in the matrix element calculation in the V H production, to
theoretical uncertainties on the ggF signal prediction and to uncertainties on misidentified
τ-leptons (see Figure 10.47 (a)). The dominating NP on the measurement of the EW qqH
VBF-like STXS bins is similarly to the measurement of the inclusive cross section of the
V BF production mode (see Figure 10.42 (b)) related to the parton shower uncertainty in
the V BF production, while the impact of other NPs is rather small (see Figure 10.47 (b)).
Figure 10.47 (c) shows the ten NPs and NFs with the largest impact on the measurement
of the ttH STXS bin. Both NFs defined to scale the top quark production mode and the
Z → ττ background have a large impact on the ttH STXS bin. In addition, NPs related to
the theoretical uncertainties on the top background prediction and to uncertainties on jets are
ranked under the top ten NPs.
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Figure 10.46: Relative impact of the ten NPs with the largest impact on the measurement
of the ggF pH

T : [200,300] (a) and ggF pH
T : [300,∞[ (b) STXS bins. The uncertainties are

listed in decreasing order of their impact. The upper x-axis corresponds to the impact of
the variation of the NPs by one-σ on the cross section measurements and is visualized by
blue boxes. The lower x-axis corresponds to the pulls and constraints of the NPs, which are
illustrated with black points and lines.
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Figure 10.47: Relative impact of the ten NPs with the largest impact on the measurement of
the EW qqH VH-like (a), EW qqH VBF-like (b) and ttH (c) STXS bins. The uncertainties
are listed in decreasing order of their impact. The upper x-axis corresponds to the impact of
the variation of the NPs by one-σ on the cross section measurements and is visualized by
blue boxes. The lower x-axis corresponds to the pulls and constraints of the NPs, which are
illustrated with black points and lines.
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11 COMBINED HIGGS BOSON MEASUREMENTS

The two analyses described in Chapters 9 and 10 are used as input for combined Higgs boson
measurements. Therefore, these analyses are combined with several other Higgs boson cross
section measurements performed in other decay channels. The analyses are used for two
different combined measurements (Comb1 [29, 30] and Comb2 [31]). Comb1 is based on
analyses using the data sets from 2015 up to 2017 with an integrated luminosity of up to
L = 79.8 fb−1, while Comb2 uses analysis based on the data sets from 2015 up to 2018
with up to L = 139 fb−1. The H → ττ analysis described in Chapter 9 is used as input from
Comb1, while the second H → ττ analysis (see Chapter 10) is used from Comb2. In this
chapter both analyses will be discussed and compared to each other.

11.1 Strategy of the combination

To be able to combine the individual Higgs boson measurements, several requirements have
to be fulfilled. The individual event selections of the analyses are not allowed to have
any overlap, to avoid the double use of data events. Therefore, analyses with similar final
states topologies introduce inverted requirements to each other in the event selection (see
Section 9.2.2). Dedicated overlap studies are performed to ensure the orthogonality.
The combinations of the Higgs boson cross section measurements are performed on likelihood
level. Therefore, the likelihood model of each analysis is provided to the combination team.
The inputs are combined by multiplying the individual likelihood functions in the same way
as two likelihood functions of two different event selections in one analysis are combined (see
Section 7.2). The best-fit values and their uncertainties are estimated by the minimization
of the combined negative log-likelihood function. Therefore, the likelihood function of each
analysis must have the same definition of PoIs, which should be measured in the combined
fit. This is ensured by STXS framework and its common STXS bin definition. For Comb1,
two different sets of likelihood functions are provided, where one is using the STXS Stage 0
definition for the PoIs only and one the STXS Stage 1 definition. For the Comb2 the STXS
Stage 1.2 is used for all measurements. The benefit of using the STXS Stage 1.2 (or Stage 1) is
the fine granularity of the PoIs, which are defined in the likelihood functions. If the combined
model is not able to measure the full granularity, the PoIs can be correlated in the combined
workspace to reduce the number of free parameters in the model. But a split of individual PoI
in the combination to measure a finer granularity is not possible. Therefore, the used STXS
Stage defines the finest granularity and all available borders of measured regions of phase
in the combination. For the NPs, similar requirements have to be fulfilled. Several NPs as
theoretical uncertainties on signal and background samples and experimental uncertainties
arising from the ATLAS detector are common for all analyses. These uncertainties should be
fully correlated across the different analyses in the combined likelihood function. For this,
the sign of the impact of the up and down variations for each NP should be defined in the
same way. Especially, for theoretical uncertainties as parton shower uncertainties, which are
calculated by taking the difference between two different generators, the sign of the variations
are chosen arbitrarily. For a correct combination of the NPs, a common strategy of defining



11.2 Input for the combination

these variations was developed. The combination of the NPs in the combined likelihood is
ensured by a common naming scheme for all NPs. The combined likelihood automatically
correlates all NPs with the same name. On the other hand, NPs related to analysis specific
uncertainties, as the uncertainties related to the misidentified τ background (see Section 10.4),
should not have any correlation to NPs of other analyses. This is ensured by adding analysis
specific suffixes to these NPs. NFs, which are defined to normalize background contributions
in a specific region of phase space, are treated as uncorrelated in the same way.

11.2 Input for the combination

Table 11.1 summarizes all analyses used for the combined measurement discussed in this
chapter. Comb1 corresponds to the combined measurement that uses the H → ττ analysis
with L = 36 fb−1 described in Chapter 9 and Comb2 the one described in Chapter 10 with L =
139 fb−1. Comb1 uses several analyses based on the data set recorded in 2015 and 2016 with
an integrated luminosity of L = 36 fb−1 and analyses using the data set taken from 2015 to
2017 with L = 79.8 fb−1. For Comb2 most of the analyses are based on the full Run 2 data set
with L = 139 fb−1. Table 11.1 refers in addition to all publications of the individual analyses.
Both combinations use e.g. analyses of the H → γγ , H → ZZ∗, H → bb̄ H → WW ∗ and
H → ττ decay modes. But also analyses to measure e.g. the ttH production mode and to study
Higgs boson decays into particles which can not be measured by the ATLAS detector (H →
invisible). In the listed publications the used data samples and simulations, event selection
and background estimation are discussed. This thesis does not discuss these important steps
of the analyses, instead it will focus on the results of the combined measurement and their
interpretations. In both combinations not all analyses are used for all measurements and
interpretations. Some of the analyses provided a simplified likelihood model with a reduced
set of PoIs and therefore could not be used for more differential measurements.

Comb1 Comb2
Analysis Data set L [fb−1] Ref. Data set L [fb−1] Ref.

(1) H → γγ 2015-17 79.8 [259] 2015-18 139 [260]
(2) H → ZZ∗ → 4l (ttH, H → ZZ∗ → 4l) 2015-17 79.8 [261] 2015-18 139 [262]
(3) V H, H → bb̄ 2015-17 79.8 [263, 264] 2015-18 139 [265–267]
(4) H → µµ 2015-17 79.8 [268] 2015-18 139 [269]
(5) H →WW ∗ → eνµν 2015-16 36.1 [270] 2015-18 139 [271]
(6) H → ττ 2015-16 36.1 [26] 2015-18 139 [272]
(7) V BF , H → bb̄ 2015-16 24.5-30.6 [273] 2015-18 126 [274]
(8) tt̄H multilepton 2015-16 36.1 [275] 2015-16 36.1 [275]
(9) tt̄H, H → bb̄ 2015-16 36.1 [276–278] 2015-18 139 [279]
(10) H → invisible 2015-16 36.1 [280–283] 2015-18 139 [284]
(11) Off-shell H → ZZ∗→ 4l and H → ZZ∗→ 2l2ν 2015-16 36.1 [285] - -

Table 11.1: Analyses used in the two combined measurements. For each input analysis the
corresponding publications, the used data sets and the its integrated luminosities L are shown
[29, 31].
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11.3 Signal strength

11.3 Signal strength

The global signal strength measurement for both measurements follows the strategy described
in Section 9.6. For a specific production mode i and decay mode j, the signal strength
corresponds to a specific modifier µi j. The cross section σi and the branching ratio B j

cannot be measured separately without further assumptions in the combination. Therefore,
the modifiers are defined as:

µi j =
σobs

i

σSM
i

×
Bobs

j

BSM
j

, (11.1)

where σobs
i and Bobs

j are the observed cross section of the production mode i and the ob-
served branching ratio of decay channel j, while σSM

i and BSM
j are their corresponding SM

predictions. In both combinations, the analyses (1)-(9) in Table 11.1 are used to extract the
signal strength. The measurement is performed under the assumption that the measured signal
strength in each of the different input analyses is the same. The observed values for the signal
strength measurement of Comb1 and Comb2 are:

µComb1 = 1.11 ±0.09 =±0.05(stat.) ±0.05(exp.) ±0.05(sig.) ±0.03(bkg.) ,
µComb2 = 1.06 ±0.06 =±0.03(stat.) ±0.03(exp.) ±0.04(sig.) ±0.02(bkg.) ,

(11.2)

where (stat.) is the statistical uncertainty, (exp.) the uncertainty related to experimental
uncertainties and (sig.) and (bkg.) the theoretical uncertainties on the signal and background
prediction.
The individual impact of the different sets of uncertainties are estimated using the breakdown
approach (see Section 7.2). Figure 11.1 shows the -2 lnL functions for these measurements.
By removing the NPs of the studied uncertainties, the -2 lnL curve is tightened resulting
in smaller values for the confidence intervals. The uncertainties from this set of NPs can
be calculated with the quadratic difference between the nominal intervals including all
uncertainties and the reduced intervals. The uncertainties on the Comb1 measurement is
8%, while for Comb2 it is reduced to 6%. The statistical and experimental uncertainties
are 5% and 3% for Comb1 and Comb2. The reduction for the theoretical uncertainties on
the signal and background is approximately 1%. The comparison of the individual sets of
uncertainties shows the limitations of future coupling strength measurements. A further
increase of data statistics and improved detector understanding can reduce the statistical
and experimental uncertainties further, while the impact of theoretical uncertainties on the
signal and background predictions can be reduced by updated predictions from theory groups
only. The signal strength measurement of Comb2 is already limited by the uncertainties on
theoretical predictions and therefore, it will not significantly benefit from the increased data
statistics in upcoming measurements. However, a change of the analysis strategy from signal
strength measurements to measurements of cross sections with fine granularity based on the
STXS framework can reduce the impact of the theoretical uncertainties (see Section 7.1).
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Figure 11.1: The -2 lnL curves for the signal strength measurements of Comb1 (a) and
Comb2 (b) for the nominal fit including all uncertainties (black) and for fits excluding indi-
vidual sets of NPs to estimate the impact of them on the full uncertainty. For red (blue) the
theoretical uncertainties on the signal (background) prediction are removed, while for the
dashed line corresponds to a fit with statistical uncertainties only, in which all systematic un-
certainties are removed. The two horizontal dashed lines mark the one- and two-σ confidence
intervals [29, 31].

11.4 Production cross sections

For the inclusive cross section measurements of the Higgs boson production modes of Comb1
and Comb2 the analyses (1)-(9) in Table 11.1 are used. In both combinations the inclusive
cross sections of the six dominant production modes ggF , V BF , ZH, WH, ttH and tH are
measured, where the PoI on ttH and tH are fully correlated in the likelihood model, so that
five PoIs are measured. The branching ratio for the individual decay modes are set constant to
the SM prediction for this measurement.
Figure 11.2 shows the best-fit values and their uncertainties for the five measured cross sec-
tions of Comb1 and Comb2. Both analyses measure the cross section of the ggF production
mode with the highest precision with 9% and 7% for Comb1 and Comb2, followed by the
cross section of the V BF production mode with 19% and 12%. The measurement of the ggF
cross section has the same impact of systematic and statistical uncertainties (7%) for Comb1,
while for Comb2 the impact of systematic uncertainties (6%) is larger than the impact of
statistical uncertainties (4%). The statistical uncertainties on the V BF measurements are
15% and 9% for the Comb1 and Comb2, while the systematic uncertainties are 12% and 9%.
Therefore, the precision of the V BF measurement is limited by data statistics for Comb1 and
by systematic uncertainties for Comb2. Relative uncertainties of 21% and 20% are estimated
on the measurements of the ttH + tH cross section for Comb1 and Comb2. For Comb1
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Figure 11.2: The observed best-fit values and their uncertainties for measurements of inclusive
cross sections of Comb1 (a) and Comb2 (b). The measured cross sections are visualized
normalized to their SM predictions and the statistical (systematic) uncertainties on them
are shown in yellow (blue). The total uncertainties are given by the black bars and the
uncertainties on the SM predictions are visualized by gray boxes [29, 31].

the statistical uncertainties (14%) on the ttH cross section are smaller than the systematic
uncertainties (16%), while they have the same size for Comb2 (14%). The measurements of
the WH and ZH cross sections have the largest uncertainties in Comb1 with 30% and 29%.
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11.4 Production cross sections

In Comb2 the uncertainties on the WH and ZH measurements are 17% and 25%. In contrast
to Comb1, is the precision of the WH measurement in Comb2 better than for the ttH + tH
measurement. The statistical and systematic uncertainties for the WH measurements are both
22% for Comb1, while for Comb2 they are 13% and 11%. So that in both measurements the
impacts of systematic and statistical uncertainties are similar to each other. The measurements
of the ZH cross section for Comb1 and Comb2 have statistical uncertainties of 23% and 19%
and systematic uncertainties of 17% and 16%. The precision of the measurement of the ZH
cross section is limited by data statistics for Comb1, while in Comb2 statistical and systematic
uncertainties have similar impacts on the measurement.
The largest improvements between the two combinations are observed for the measurements
of the WH and the V BF cross section, while the ttH + tH cross section is measured with a
similar precision in both combinations. The precision of the measurement of the ttH cross
section is driven by the ttH multi-lepton analysis, which is unchanged between the two
combinations (see Table 11.1). A large improvement is observed for the measurements of the
V BF and ZH cross sections between the two combinations. Both measurements are limited
by data statistics in Comb1, while the increased data set used for Comb2 reduces the impact of
the data statistics. The measurement of the ggF cross section, which has a large contribution
to the total uncertainty from theoretical uncertainties on the signal predictions, is only slightly
improved between the two combinations.
Compatibility tests between the five measured cross sections of Comb1 and Comb2 and their
SM predictions estimate p-values of 76% and 63%. Therefore, no significant deviation from
the SM predictions is observed in both measurements.
Figure 11.3 displays the correlation matrices of the Comb1 and Comb2 measurements. For
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Figure 11.3: The observed correlation matrices for the 5-PoI measurements of Comb1 (a) and
Comb2 (a) [29, 31].

Comb1 the largest correlation is observed between the cross sections of the V BF and ggF
productions modes (-15%), followed by the correlation between the cross sections of the WH
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and ZH production modes (-8%) and between the cross sections of ggF and ttH + tH (+8%).
For Comb2, the largest correlation is observed between the cross sections of the WH and ZH
production modes with -7% and between the cross sections of the V BF and ggF production
modes with -6%. The correlations of the remaining measured cross sections are between -6%
and +3% for Comb1 and between -3% and +4% for Comb2.
Overall, the correlation across the different production modes is reduced for Comb2 compared
to Comb1. Especially, the anti-correlation between the ggF and V BF production mode could
be reduced from -15% to -6%.

11.5 Product of production cross sections and branching ratios

The measurements of the inclusive production mode cross sections in Section 11.4 assume
that the branching ratios for individual decay channels behave SM-like. In the measurement
discussed in this section, the product of the production mode cross section and the branching
ratios of the decay modes σobs

i ×Bobs
j are defined as PoIs. Therefore, one PoI per production

mode and per decay channel is included in the likelihood model. For each analysis, cross
sections with low sensitivity in the measurement are fixed to their SM prediction. Most of
the analyses used a new event selection for the Comb2 compared to Comb1 covering a larger
region of phase space, so that the number of PoIs increases for Comb2. New event categories
have been included e.g. in the H → ττ analysis covering the V H and ttH production modes
(see Section 10.2.3).
The best-fit values and their uncertainties for the measurements of σobs

i ×Bobs
j are shown

in Figure 11.4 for Comb1 and in Figure 11.5 for Comb2. For Comb1 and Comb2 the ggF
production mode is measured with the highest precision in the γγ (15% and 11%), ZZ∗ (15%
and 12%) and WW ∗ (18% and 12%) decay modes of the Higgs boson. The measurement of
the V BF cross section has the smallest uncertainties in the γγ (27%) and ZZ∗ (34%) decay
modes for Comb1, while for Comb2 the ττ (19%) and WW ∗ (17%) decay modes have a
similar precision as the γγ (18%) decay mode for Comb1. For the V H production mode the
highest precision is observed in the bb decay mode of the Higgs boson. For Comb1, the V H
production mode in bb is measured with an uncertainty of 22%, while for Comb2 the ZH and
WH production modes are measured separately in bb with uncertainties of 26% and 23%.
The ttH + tH production modes is measured in the γγ decay mode with an uncertainty of
35% for Comb1 and 28% for Comb2.
The measurement of the ggF cross section in the γγ and ZZ∗ decay modes is limited by
data statistics in both combinations, while the measurement in WW ∗ and ττ is limited by
systematic uncertainties. For both combinations, the uncertainties on the measurements of
the V BF production are dominated by statistical uncertainties in all decay modes. For both
combinations, the precision of the measurements of the V H and ttH + tH production modes
is limited by systematic uncertainties in the bb decay mode, while in the remaining decay
channels the statistical uncertainties limit the precision, except for the ttH + tH production
mode in WW ∗ for Comb2.
The size of the uncertainty reduction on σobs

i ×Bobs
j between Comb1 and Comb2 differs

209



11.5 Product of production cross sections and branching ratios
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Figure 11.4: Best-fit values and uncertainties for the measurement of inclusive production
modes cross sections multiplied by individual decay mode branching ratios

(
σobs

i ×Bobs
j

)
for

Comb1. The results are visualized normalized to their SM predictions. The total uncertainties
are shown with a black bars, the statistical uncertainties with yellow boxes and the systematic
uncertainties with blue boxes. The uncertainties on the SM predictions are marked by a gray
boxes [29].
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Figure 11.5: Best-fit values and uncertainties for the measurement of inclusive production
modes cross sections multiplied by individual decay mode branching ratios

(
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Comb2. The results are visualized normalized to their SM predictions. The total uncertainties
are shown with a black bars, the statistical uncertainties with yellow boxes and the systematic
uncertainties with blue boxes. The uncertainties on the SM predictions are marked by a gray
boxes [31].
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between the different production and decay modes. The largest reductions are visible for
measurement of σobs

i ×Bobs
j with uncertainties dominated by statistical uncertainties and for

σobs
i ×Bobs

j measurements which are estimated in the analyses with the largest increase of
data statistics between Comb1 and Comb2. In particular, the measurement of σobs

V H ×Bobs
ZZ∗

is dominated by statistical uncertainties and its uncertainty is strongly reduced from 146%
to 70% from Comb1 to Comb2. Similarly, the uncertainty of σobs

V BF ×Bobs
ττ , which is mainly

extracted in the H → ττ analysis, is reduced from 50% to 19%. Here, the statistical uncer-
tainty on the measurement is not so dominating as for σobs

V H ×Bobs
ZZ∗ , but the H → ττ analysis

increased the data statistics from 36 fb−1 to 139 fb−1 between Comb1 and Comb2.
Both measurements show no significant deviation from the SM predictions and their compati-
bilities with the SM predictions are 71% (Comb1) and 79% (Comb2).
The correlation matrices for both measurements are shown in Figure 11.6. The largest (anti-
)correlations for the Comb1 measurement are -45% for the ttH + tH production in VV ∗ and
ττ , which are both mainly measured by the analysis (9) of Table 11.1 and -44% for the ggF
and V BF cross sections in the ττ decay channel, which are both mainly measured in analysis
(6). Similarly, sizable correlations are observed between the ggF and V BF cross sections
in γγ (-22%) and ZZ∗ (-28%) for Comb1, while the correlations between the remaining
parameters are between -14 and +10%.
The largest (anti-)correlation in Comb2 is observed for the ggF and V H production mode in
the ττ decay mode with -33%. No corresponding value is shown for Comb1, since the V H
production mode in the ττ decay mode was set constant to the SM prediction in Comb1. For
Comb2, the anti-correlation between the ttH + tH production cross sections in VV ∗ and in
ττ is -32% and between the ggF and V BF cross sections in the ττ decay channel -27%. For
Comb2, the new H → ττ analysis using the signal event selections described in Section 10.2.4
is used as an input. These selections reduce the contamination of ggF events in the signal cat-
egories designed for the V BF signal compared to the previous analysis used for Comb1. The
smaller contamination reduces the observed correlation between the two production modes
in the ττ decay mode for Comb2 compared to Comb1. Similar optimizations are performed
in other input analyses between Comb1 and Comb2, so that overall the (anti-)correlations,
observed in Figure 11.6, are reduced for Comb2 compared Comb1.
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Figure 11.6: Correlation matrices for the measurement of inclusive production modes cross
sections multiplied by individual decay mode branching ratios

(
σobs

i ×Bobs
j

)
for Comb1 (a)

and Comb2 (b) [29, 31].
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11.6 STXS measurement

For Comb1 and Comb2, a measurement of cross sections with a finer granularity is performed
using the STXS framework. For Comb1 the measurement is based on the STXS Stage 1,
while Comb2 uses the STXS Stage 1.2. For both combinations several STXS bins have
been combined to reduce the number of PoIs in the measurement. For Comb2 the analyses
(1)-(3), (5)-(7) and (9) of Table 11.1 are used for the STXS measurement, while for Comb1
only the analyses (1)-(3) and (5)-(7) are used. The remaining input analyses were not able
to include the needed STXS information in their likelihood model until these combination
were performed. The branching ratios of the individual decay modes are free floating in
both measurements. To make use of the well known branching ratio of the ZZ∗ decay mode
a re-parametrization of the PoIs and NFs is performed. Therefore, the PoIs are defined as
the cross section of the STXS bins multiplied by the ZZ∗ branching ratio: PoIi = σi ×BZZ∗ ,
where σi is the cross section of the STXS bin i. By introducing these PoIs the NFs on the
branching ratios for the remaining decay channel must be replaced by B j/BZZ∗ , where B j

is the branching ratio of the decay channel j.
Figure 11.7 summarizes the definition of the PoIs for Comb1. 15 PoIs are defined in the
likelihood function, where six PoIs corresponds to the ggF , three to the EW qqH, five to
the V (→ ll)H and one to the ttH + tH production mode. For the ggF production mode, jet
multiplicity and pH

T STXS bins are defined. The EW qqH production is split into a high p j
T, a

V H-like and a V BF +Rest-like STXS bin. The V (→ ll)H production modes has individual
STXS bins defined for the W - and Z-boson production mode and for different pV

T values. The
cross sections of the remaining STXS bins (see Section 7.1) are set constant to their SM
predictions in the likelihood function.
Figure 11.8 shows the definition of the PoIs for Comb2. In this fit based on the STXS Stage
1.2 bins 37 independent PoIs are defined. For ggF 13 PoIs are defined, for EW qqH eight,
for V (→ ll)H nine, for ttH six and for tH one. Compared to Comb1 the PoIs for the ggF
production modes have been changed in the following way:

• The ggF , 0-jet STXS bin is split into two bins at a pH
T value of 10 GeV.

• The ggF , ≥2-jet, pH
T < 200 GeV STXS bin is split into five STXS bins based on m j j

and pH
T .

• The ggF , ≥1-jet, pH
T ≥ 200 GeV STXS bin is split into three STXS bins based on pH

T .

The definition of the EW qqH bins are changed as:

• The p j
T ≥ 200 GeV STXS bin is redefined to a STXS bin with pH

T ≥ 200 GeV and
m j j ≥ 350 GeV.

• The VBF+Rest-like STXS bin is split into four VBF-like STXS bins with pH
T < 200 GeV

and m j j ≥ 350 GeV with splits based on m j j and two Rest bins with one including
events with ≤1-jet and one with ≥2-jet and m j j < 60 GeV or 120 ≤ m j j < 350 GeV.

For the V (→ ll)H production mode the granularity for the W - and Z-boson production in
pV

T has been increased from 5 to 9 STXS bins. The inclusive ttH + tH STXS bin has been
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gg→H 
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T

V ≥ 250 GeV 
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V < 150 GeV 

gg/qq→ Hlν, plν, p, 150 ≤ p
T

V < 250 GeV 

gg/qq→ Hlν, plν, p, p
T

V ≥ 250 GeV ttH + tH

qq → Hqq, VH topo

Figure 11.7: Final set of PoIs for the Comb1 STXS measurement based on the STXS Stage 1.
The STXS bins are grouped by their production modes, where blue corresponds to ggF ,
orange to EW qqH, green to V (→ ll)H and purple to ttH + tH. Not listed STXS bins are set
constant to their SM prediction in the likelihood model [29].

separated into one tH and six ttH STXS bins depending on pH
T .

Figures 11.9 and 11.10 show the best-fit values and uncertainties of the PoIs for the STXS
measurement of Comb1 and Comb2 . No significant deviation from the SM predictions is
visible and the compatibility for the Comb1 measurement with the SM prediction is 89% and
for the Comb2 measurement 92%.
For Comb1 the best precision is estimated for the ggF , 0-jet STXS bin with a relative un-
certainty of 13%, while the largest relative uncertainty is estimated for the EW qqH, p j

T >
200 GeV STXS bin with 158%. For most of the STXS bins the statistical uncertainty is
dominating in the Comb1 measurement. The highest relative impact of systematic uncertain-
ties is visible for the EW qqH,V BF +Rest-like and ttH + tH STXS bin. For both bins the
granularity has been increased for the Comb2 measurement to reduce the impact of theoretical
uncertainties on the signal in these STXS bins.
For the Comb2 measurement the smallest relative uncertainty is estimated for the ggF , 0-jet,
pH

T ≥ 10 GeV STXS bin with 13% and therefore has the same relative uncertainty as the
inclusive ggF , 0-jet STXS bin in the Comb1 measurement. The STXS bin with the largest
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Figure 11.8: Final set of PoIs for the Comb2 STXS measurement based on the STXS Stage 1.2.
The STXS bins are grouped by the production modes, where blue corresponds to ggF , orange
to EW qqH, green to V (→ ll)H, pink to ttH and purple to the tH production. Not listed
STXS bins are set constant to the SM prediction in the likelihood model [31].

relative uncertainty is the ttH, pH
T ≥ 450 GeV STXS bins with over 1000%. This size of the

relative uncertainty is mainly driven by a large downwards fluctuation of data events in this
region of phase space, so that the observed best-fit is at 16% of the cross section predicted by
the SM. All of the measured STXS bins in Comb2 are dominated by statistical uncertainties.
The highest relative impacts of systematic uncertainties are estimated for the ggF , 0-jet, pH

T ≥
10 GeV and ggF , 1-jet, pH

T < 60 GeV STXS bins (see Figure 11.10).
Figures 11.11 and 11.12 show the correlation matrices for the STXS Comb1 and STXS
Comb2 measurements. For Comb1 the correlations vary between -73% and +47%, while for
Comb2 they vary between -67% and +57%. In both measurement, the largest correlations are
visible across the NFs on the branching ratios, while large anti-correlations are visible between
these NFs and most of the PoIs. For both measurement, correlations between -27% and +44%
are visible across the different STXS bins of the ggF production mode. Furthermore, both
measurements show an anti-correlation between the EW qqH and the ggF , ≥1-jet STXS bins.
A mixture of stronger anti-correlations and correlations are visible between the STXS bins of
the V (→ ll)H production mode.
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Figure 11.9: Best-fit values and uncertainties for the STXS measurement and the parametrized
branching ratio (top right) of Comb1. The results are visualized normalized to the SM
prediction. The total uncertainty is shown with a black bar, the statistical uncertainty with a
yellow box and the systematic uncertainty with a blue box. On the right-hand side, the best-fit
values, the total, statistical and systematic uncertainties are given. The uncertainty on the SM
prediction is marked by a gray box [29].
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Figure 11.10: Best-fit values and uncertainties for the STXS measurement and the
parametrized branching ratio (top right) of Comb2. The results are visualized normalized to
the SM prediction. The total uncertainty is shown with a black bar, the statistical uncertainty
with a yellow box and the systematic uncertainty with a blue box. On the right-hand side, the
best-fit values, the total, statistical and systematic uncertainties are given. The uncertainty on
the SM prediction is marked by a gray box [31].
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Figure 11.11: Correlation matrices of the STXS Comb1 measurement for the PoIs and the
NFs on the branching ratios [29].
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11.6 STXS measurement
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Figure 11.12: Correlation matrices of the STXS Comb1 measurement for the PoIs and the
NFs on the branching ratios [31].
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11.7 SMEFT interpretation

The STXS measurements described in Section 11.6 can be used for an interpretation within
SMEFT (see Section 2.5). Both combinations, Comb1 and Comb2, are used for such an
interpretation and are described in detail in References [30, 31]. Both interpretations are
based on the Warsaw basis [77], which forms a complete set of dimension six operators,
while operators with higher dimensions are not considered in the interpretations. To reduce
the number of operators lepton and baryon conversation as well as SM gauge symmetries
are assumed. Furthermore, only operators are considered, which are CP even operators
and have a contribution of at least 0.1% on at least one measured STXS bin at their SM
prediction corresponding to a Wilson coefficient ci=1 and assuming Λ = 1 TeV. The goal of
the measurements is to constrain the corresponding Wilson coefficients of all operators which
either directly or indirectly impact the Higgs boson couplings within the SM [286, 287].
The most relevant SMEFT operators impacting the Higgs boson production and decay in the
considered region of phase space are defined in Table 11.2, together with their corresponding
Wilson coefficients and examples of Feynman diagrams in which they play a role. The
full set of the 32 Wilson coefficients c j considered in both interpretations is summarized in
the appendix in Table A.6. The impact on different SM processes of each operator varies.
Therefore, the operators can be grouped into different sets of operators based on the SM
processes with highest sensitivity to the operators. One group can be defined assigned to the
Higgs boson process. This group includes e.g. the corresponding operators of the Wilson
coefficients cHW , ceH , cuG and cdH . These operator directly impact the vertex in which the
Higgs boson interacts (see Figure 11.2). A second group can be defined for Z,W boson
couplings. E.g. the operators of the Wilson coefficients c(1)Hl , cHe, c(3)Hq and cHd are assigned
to this group. This group acts on processes in which a Z or W boson coupling is involved.
A third group can be defined to the top quark. This group includes e.g. the operators of the
Wilson coefficients cqq, cuu and c(8)ud . These operators are mainly acting on vertices in which
top quarks are involved. Furthermore, other groups can be defined as e.g. assigned to the
Bhabha scattering, multi-boson couplings or to B anomalies.
In both analyses the impact of operators is estimated via the UFO model implemented in
Madgraph [136] using the lowest order calculations in QCD for all production and decay
modes. SMEFTsim [288, 289] is used to calculate the Higgs boson production modes with
tree-level diagrams, assuming a U(3)5 flavor symmetry. This symmetry corresponds to the
unbroken flavor symmetry present in the SM outside the Yukawa sector. The Fermi constant
as well as the Z and W boson masses are used as an input for these simulations. The ggF ,
gg → ZH and H → gg cross sections are calculated at next-to-leading order accuracy in QCD
with SMEFTatNLO [290]. The SMEFT-SM interference terms in H → γγ are calculated at
next-to-leading order accuracy in QED [291]. No modification of background processes due
to SMEFT effects are considered in the analyses.
The measured cross sections of the STXS bins σSTXS are related to the EFT operators via the
squared matrix element, so that these cross sections can be parametrized as:

σSTXS = σSM +σint +σBSM, (11.3)
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Table 11.2: The most relevant SMEFT operators of dimension six for the Higgs boson
coupling analysis described in Section 11.7. The table shows the Wilson coefficients, their
corresponding operators and examples of diagrams in which they are relevant [30].

where σSM is the cross section predicted by the SM, σBSM the additional contribution to
the cross section introduced by the operators with dimension six and σint the contribution
to the cross section resulting from interference terms of the SM and the dimension six
operators in the squared matrix element. Here, the linear interference terms have only one
contribution from dimension six. They are proportional to ci and are suppressed by a factor
1/Λ2. The dimension six squared terms are suppressed by a factor 1/Λ4, due to the fact that
two dimension six operators are involved in the term (proportional to cic j or c2

i ). This means
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11.7 SMEFT interpretation

that these quadratic terms have the same suppression as linear interference terms between
dimension eight and SM operators. For a consistent measurement of SMEFT effects up to a
suppression of 1/Λ2, only the interference terms of the dimension six operators linear in ci are
considered in the two analyses. In Comb1 a second measurement is performed additionally in
which the quadratic terms of the dimension six operators are added without considering the
interference terms of dimension eight operators with the same suppression. This setup is used
to study the impact of the higher dimension operators on the measurement.
The impact of the measured STXS bins and decay modes for Comb1 on the most relevant
SMEFT operators relative to their SM predictions are shown in Figure 11.13 and for Comb2
in the appendix in Figure A.7. Several studies of the expected sensitivity are performed
for Comb1 and Comb2. Some important observations for Comb1 will be discussed in the
following, while a detailed discussion of similar observations for Comb2 are described in
detail in Reference [30]. For Comb1 the parameter c(3)Hq can be measured individually. The
sensitivity to this parameter is mainly driven by the V H production mode and in particular by
the V H → bb measurement. The parameters cqq, c(3)qq , c(31)

qq , c(1)uu , c(8)ud , c(1)qu , c(8)qu and cG are only
constraint by the ttH measurement, while the parameters cHG, |cuG| and |cuH | are constraint
by ttH and ggF measurements. The H → γγ measurement is sensitive to the parameters cHW ,
cHB and cHWB. Through a correlation of the V H and V BF measurements, weaker constraints
on cuW and cuB arise. The parameters c(1)Hl , cHl(3), cHe and c(1)Hq are weakly constraint by
common measurements in the V H → bb measurement, resulting in a notable correlation
between these parameters in the measurements. The parameters cH�, cdH and |ceH | impact
the measurement of the cross section as a global scale factor. This effect can be absorbed by a
rescaling of all other ci resulting in a degeneration of the fit. Therefore, these parameters are
set constant to zero in the analysis, to avoid instabilities of the fit model.
These and further observations show that the data sets contain insufficient information to
constrain all coefficients considered in the analysis input, so that a reduced set of fit parameters
is build instead. The unconstrained degrees of freedom in data not always correspond
to individual coefficients, but instead to a linear combination of them. Therefore, a new
modified basis of Wilson coefficients is estimated using a methodology based on the expected
covariance matrix of the measurement and an eigenvector decomposition. This method is
described in detail for the Comb1 in Reference [30].
In Figure 11.14 the rotation matrices from the Warsaw to the final fit basis are shown for
Comb1 and Comb2. The increased data statistics and especially the new included regions
of phase space in Comb2 compared to Comb1 allow the measurement of more independent
coefficients. Ten free parameters are defined for Comb1, while thirteen are defined for Comb2.
However, the new data set also modifies the optimal linear combinations of parameter for
the fit model, so that Comb2 does not only measure more independent parameters but also
parameters based on different individual or linearly combined Wilson coefficients. The 10
free parameters for Comb1 are the linear combinations:

• c(3)Hq

• c[1]HW,HB,HWB,HDD,uW,uB, c[2]HW,HB,HWB,HDD,uW,uB, c[3]HW,HB,HWB,HDD,uW,uB

223



11.7 SMEFT interpretation

ggHσ VBFσ VHσ ttHσ BR

0.2
0.4
0.6
0.8

1

st
at

.u
nc

.

ATLAS Preliminary
-1=13 TeV 139 fbs

1−

0.5−

0

0.5

1

)/
S

M
i

B
)(

c
×σ(∆

 = 0.02HBc

 = 0.02HWBc

 = 0.02HWc

 = 0.2uWc

 = 0.2uBc

HDDc

1−

0.5−

0

0.5

1

)/
S

M
i

B
)(

c
×σ(∆

 = 0.1(3)
Hqc

Hdc

 = 0.5 Huc
(1)
Hqc
(1)
Hlc

Hec

1−

0.5−

0

0.5

1

)/
S

M
i

B
)(

c
×σ(∆

(3)
Hlc

llc'

1−

0.5−

0

0.5

1

)/
S

M
i

B
)(

c
×σ(∆

 = 0.01HGc

 = 0.2uGc

 uHc

Gc
(31)
qqc

qqc
(1)
uuc
(8)
quc
(3)
qqc

<10

H
T

0-jet, p
>10

H
T

0-jet, p
<60

H
T

1-jet, p

<120

H
T

1-jet, 60<p
<200

H
T

1-jet, 120<p <120

H
T

2-jet, p

≥

<200

H
T

2-jet, 120<p

≥

<350

H
T

2-jet, 200<p

≥

<300

H
T

200<p
<450

H
T

300<p
>450

H
T
p 1-jet

≤

>120
jj

<60 |m
jj

2-jet m

≥

<120
jj

2-jet 60<m

≥

>200

H
T

>350 p

jj

2-jet m

≥

<200

H
T

<700 p

jj

2-jet 350<m

≥

<200

H
T

>700 p

jj

2-jet m

≥

<150

V
T

W
H p

>150

V
T

W
H p

>250 (bb)

V
T

W
H p <150

V
T

ZH p
>150

V
T

ZH p

<250 (bb)

V
T

ZH 150<p
>250 (bb)

V
T

ZH p >60
H

T
p

<120

H
T

60<p
<200

H
T

120<p
>200

H
T
p tH

 ZZ
→

H 
γγ 

→
H 

 bb
→

H 

Figure 11.13: Impact of the most relevant SMEFT operators on the STXS bins and decay
modes, relative to the SM predictions for Comb1. Only the interaction terms with a sup-
pression of 1/Λ2 are considered. A unit variation is considered for all coefficients ci, if not
otherwise specified in the legend. The statistical uncertainties on the STXS bins are shown in
the top panel to judge the experimental sensitivity to constrain the operators from the data.
The statistical uncertainty of low precision STXS bins are clipped in the plot for a better
presentation of the other uncertainties [30].

• c[1]
Hu,Hd,Hq(1)

• c[1]
Hl(1),He

• c[1]
Hl(2),ll′

• c[1]HG,uG,uH,top, c[2]HG,uG,uH,top, c[3]HG,uG,uH,top

The indices for each parameter refer to the Wilson coefficients that are used in the linear com-
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Figure 11.14: Rotation matrices for Comb1 (a) and Comb2 (b) from the Warsaw basis (x-axis)
to the final fit basis (y-axis) [30, 31].

bination. The definition of the linear combination for each of these parameter is summarized
in the appendix in Table A.7.

The final PoIs for Comb2 are:

• c(3)Hq, cdH , ceH , c[1]top

• c[1]
Hl(1),He

• c[1]
Hl(3),ll′

• c[1]
Hu,Hd,Hq(1)

, c[2]
Hu,Hd,Hq(1)

• c[1]HW,HB,HWB,HDD,uW,uB,W , c[2]HW,HB,HWB,HDD,uW,uB,W , c[3]HW,HB,HWB,HDD,uW,uB,W

• c[1]HG,uG,uH , c[2]HG,uG,uH
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11.7 SMEFT interpretation

Figures 11.15 and 11.16 summarize the observed results for Comb1 and Comb2. For a
better visualization, the PoIs in the figures are grouped into three different sub-plots with
different x-axis ranges. For Comb1 the results for a fit using only the interference terms
(linear) and additionally using the information of the quadratic terms of the dimension six
(linear+quadratic) are shown. The estimated 68% confidence-intervals (CIs) for the linear
model of Comb1 vary between [1.3,27] on c[1]

Hl(1),He
and [-0.015,0.00007] on c[1]HG,uG,uH,top,

while the 95% CIs on them are [-2.9,36] and [-0.022,0.008]. In the linear+quadratic model the
68% CIs on these parameters are reduce to [-7,7] and [-0.014,-0.0016] and for the 95% CIs to
[-10,10] and [-0.019,0.005]. Generally, the CIs on the estimated parameters are reduced for
the linear+quadratic fit compared to the linear fit, suggesting a non-negligible impact of the
dimension six operator terms suppressed by 1/Λ4 on the measurement. However, including
the quadratic terms into the likelihood model results in rather non-Gaussian dependencies
of the likelihood function on some of the measured parameters. These parameters can show
two local minima per parameter in the minimization of the negative log-likelihood function.
In particular, for the parameter c[1]HW,HB,HWB,HDD,uW,uB two global minima with the same neg-
ative log-likelihood value are observed. In Comb2, the smallest CIs are estimated on the
parameters c[1]HW,HB,HWB,HDD,uW,uB,W and c[1]HG,uG,uH with [-0.004,0.005] ([-0.009,0.01]) and
[-0.01,-0.0018] ([-0.013,0.0021]) for 68% (95%).
In all three measurements no significant deviation of a coefficient from zero and therefore from
the SM prediction is observed. A comparison of the two combinations is difficult, given the
increased numbers of freedom and the use of new linear combinations of Wilson coefficients
for Comb2 compared to Comb1. The C(3)

Hq Wilson coefficient can be used for a sensitivity
comparison between Comb1 and Comb2, since it is included as a single fit parameter in both
combination. The 95% confidences interval has been reduced from [-0.18,0.09] to [-0.08,0.1]
and the 68% interval from [-0.08,0.05] to [-0.04,0.05], which shows the increased sensitivity
of the new analysis.

226



11.7 SMEFT interpretation

−0.2 −0.1 0 0.1 0.2

ATLAS Preliminary
√

s =13 TeV, 139 fb−1

mH = 125.09 GeV, |yH | < 2.5

SMEFT Λ = 1 TeV

c[1]
HW ,HB,HWB,HDD,uW ,uB

c (3)
Hq

c[1]
HG,uG,uH,top (×10)

68 % CL
95 % CL
Linear
Linear + quadratic

−2 −1.5 −1 −0.5 0 0.5 1 1.5 2

c[2]
HG,uG,uH,top

c[1]
Hu,Hd ,Hq(1)

c[2]
HW ,HB,HWB,HDD,uW ,uB

−10 −8 −6 −4 −2 0 2 4 6 8 10

c[3]
HG,uG,uH,top

c[1]
Hl (3),ll′

c[1]
Hl (1),He

(×0.1)

c[3]
HW ,HB,HWB,HDD,uW ,uB

Parameter Value

Figure 11.15: Summary of observed measurements of coefficients with the SMEFT linearized
model (blue) for Comb1. The solid lines corresponds to 68% and the dashed lines to 95%
confidences level intervals. The results of a second fit setup additionally including the
quadratic terms of dimension six operators are shown in orange [30].
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12 EXTRAPOLATION OF THE H → ττ ANALYSIS TO THE
DATA SET EXPECTED AT HL-LHC

The next data taking period Run 3 (see Section 4.4) of the LHC will start in 2022 and takes
place until 2025. Afterwards a long shutdown of the LHC is used to upgrade the LHC
and the detectors to the so called high luminosity LHC (HL-LHC). The upgrade will allow
the LHC to provide an instantaneous luminosity of up to 7.5 × 10−34 cm−2 s−1 and an
integrated luminosity of 3000 fb−1 in ten years of data taking. Additionally, the center-of-
mass energy will be increased from 13 to 14 TeV. It is also expected that several experimental
and theoretical systematic uncertainties can be reduced. Prospect studies based on current
analyses are preformed to explore the sensitivity of them for the data set of the HL-LHC. This
chapter describes the prospect analysis of the H → ττ decay channel based on the analysis
described in Chapter 10.

12.1 Extrapolation strategy

The likelihood model of the H → ττ analysis based on the 2015-2018 data set is correct
for the higher integrated luminosity and developments which affect the size of systematic
uncertainties for this extrapolation. Therefore, no optimization of the analysis strategy is
performed.
To extrapolate the analysis to the nominal prediction of the signal but also of the background
contribution have to be adjusted for the larger integrated luminosity and center-of-mass
energy. This correction is discussed in Section 12.1.1. The procedure to scale the systematic
uncertainties to size expected for the HL-LHC data set is described in Section 12.1.2. The
extrapolation follows the recommendations of the ATLAS Upgrade Physics Working Group,
with slight modifications to account for particularities of the H → ττ decay channel.

12.1.1 Extrapolation of nominal prediction

The nominal prediction of the signal and background processes is corrected to the higher
expected integrated luminosity of 3000 fb−1 of data set at the HL-LHC, but also the prediction
of the cross section is corrected for the higher center-of-mass energy of 14 TeV. To do so,
correction factors are insert in the likelihood model as constant NFs.
The expected event yields of signal and background processes are scaled up from the current
luminosity LRun2 to the expected luminosity LHL−LHC by applying one correction factor
clumi to all samples with: clumi = LHL−LHC/LRun2 = 3000/139 = 21.58.
The production cross sections of signal and background processes are corrected for the in-
creased center-of-mass energy at the HL-LHC by adding one correction factor per production
mode cXS,i in the likelihood model. Table 12.1 summarizes all applied correction factors. The
main Higgs boson production modes ggF and V BF are scaled by 1.13, while the V H and
bbH production are scaled by 1.1 and 1.14. The largest correction is applied to the production
mode including at least one top quark with 1.21 for the ttH and the tH.



12.1 Extrapolation strategy

The background processes are scaled by 1.1 except of the top quark background, which is
scaled by 1.16.

Process Scaling factor cXS,i

ggF 1.13
V BF 1.13
V H 1.10
ttH 1.21
bbH 1.14
tH 1.21
Top quark bkg. 1.16
τ misidentified bkg. 1.10
Other bkg. 1.10

Table 12.1: Correction factors cXS,i to correct the production cross section for the physics
processes for the increased center-of-mass energy from 13 TeV to 14 TeV for the HL-LHC.

12.1.2 Extrapolation of systematic uncertainties

Several uncertainties are expected to be reduced for the HL-LHC data set. In particular,
detector upgrades, new strategies for auxiliary measurements and updates of theoretical
predictions will reduce several systematic uncertainties that are considered in the H → ττ

analysis. Therefore, correction factors cNP,i are applied on the different uncertainties to reduce
the normalization component of them. Shape effects on the observable mmmc

ττ are not changed.
Table 12.2 summarizes the correction factors applied to different sets of systematic uncertain-
ties. The systematic uncertainties are scaled in general by values between 1 and 0.5. The
theoretical uncertainties on the signal and background prediction are scaled by 0.5, while the
uncertainty on the luminosity is scaled by 0.59. Uncertainties assigned to the reconstruction
and identification of the physics object, such as muons, electrons, jets, b-jets and τh-leptons
are in general scaled by 1. Exceptions are a sub-set of systematic uncertainties assigned to the
τh-leptons and to the b-jet tagging. All NPs corresponding to uncertainties on the b-tagging
efficiencies against light quark jets are scaled by 0.5, while the remaining are scaled by 1.
Systematic uncertainties on the τh-lepton assigned to the limited size of simulated samples
in auxiliary measurements are set to zero. This follows the recommendation of the ATLAS
Upgrade Physics Working Group to scale statistical uncertainties of simulations to zero, while
the remaining systematic uncertainties on the τh-lepton are scaled by 1.
The statistical uncertainties on the data-driven backgrounds, such as the misidentified τ

background are scaled according to increased data statistics of the HL-LHC. Therefore,
the statistical uncertainty on the misidentified τ background in each bin is scaled down by
1/

√
clumi ≈ 0.59, while systematic uncertainties related to the data-driven method, such as

closure uncertainties, are scaled by 1.
The statistical uncertainties on other background predictions arising from the limit size of
simulated samples are corrected as well. The recommendation of the ATLAS Upgrade Physics
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Uncertainty sources Scaling factor cNP,i

Theory 0.5
Luminosity 0.59
Muon, Electron 1
Jet 1
B-jet Light 1
B-jet other 0.5
τh-lepton method 1
τh-lepton stat. 0
Emiss

T 0.5
Misidentified τ method 1
Misidentified τ stat. 0.59
Background sample size 0.59

Table 12.2: Correction factors cNP,i to correct the impact of systematic uncertainties on the
PoI for improved auxiliary measurements. The τ-lepton and τ misidentified uncertainties are
split into uncertainties sourced by statistical uncertainties (stat.) of simulated events or data
and uncertainties caused by the used method to calculate the object or background.

Working Group is to set these uncertainties to zero. This is based on the idea that the long
time scale until the data of the HL-LHC is taken enough simulation events are produced,
so that these uncertainties can be neglected. However, the specific topology of the region
of phase space measured with the H → ττ analysis leads to small acceptances of simulated
events into the event selection. Therefore, the analysis suffers from a large impact of these
uncertainties. To reflect this in the extrapolation the uncertainty of this source is not set to
zero, instead it is assumed that the analysis will have the same relative amount of simulated
events compared to data as for the current analysis. To achieve this the statistical uncertainties
on simulated events are scaled by 1/

√
clumi ≈ 0.59. This configuration is called scenario 1.

To study the impact of this alternative treatment a second scenario 2 is performed, which uses
the recommendation to set the statistical uncertainties on the simulated events to zero. This
second scenario will be studied and discussed for the STXS Stage 1.2 9-PoI setup, since this
setup has the largest number of freedom and the largest impact of these uncertainties in the
current setup. Therefore, the largest difference between the two scenarios is expected for this
fit configuration.
The reduction of the normalization component of several systematic uncertainties increases
the number of systematic uncertainties that fail the pruning criteria on the relative size of
the normalization component (see Section 10.5.3). This can lead to an underestimation of
the systematic uncertainty. Therefore, the pruning threshold is lowered from 1% to 0.4% to
ensure that the pruning does not remove relevant uncertainties.
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12.2 Results

To extract the expected precision for this extrapolated analysis a pseudo-data set is created.
For this pseudo-data set it is assumed that the SM is realized by nature. The corrected nominal
prediction for all signal and background events are summed up to create the pseudo-data set
and finally the statistical uncertainties on each bin are set to the square root of the expected
events. Using this pseudo-data set in the likelihood model results in no deviations of PoIs,
NFs and NPs from their corresponding prediction. Therefore, for all PoIs and NFs a best-fit
value of 1 and for all NPs no pulls are expected.
Table 12.3 and Figure 12.1 compare the estimated inclusive cross section results for the
HL-LHC scenario 1 and the current H → ττ analysis (see Chapter 10). The total uncertainty

Production (σi×Bττ )obs
(σi×Bττ )SM

Syst. unc.

Mode Data set Stat. unc. Total Th. sig. Th. bkg. Exp.

H → ττ
Run 2 1.0 ±0.127 ±0.063 ±0.109 ±0.083 ±0.017 ±0.061

HL-LHC 1.0 ±0.046 ±0.013 ±0.044 ±0.038 ±0.007 ±0.023

ttH
Run 2 1.0 ±1.062 ±0.884 ±0.638 ±0.188 ±0.300 ±0.257

HL-LHC 1.0 ±0.239 ±0.169 ±0.182 ±0.095 ±0.051 ±0.105

V H
Run 2 1.0 ±0.581 ±0.469 ±0.325 ±0.126 ±0.041 ±0.182

HL-LHC 1.0 ±0.137 ±0.096 ±0.100 ±0.056 ±0.011 ±0.057

ggF
Run 2 1.0 ±0.328 ±0.138 ±0.274 ±0.212 ±0.033 ±0.173

HL-LHC 1.0 ±0.114 ±0.028 ±0.111 ±0.101 ±0.015 ±0.057

V BF
Run 2 1.0 ±0.180 ±0.116 ±0.133 ±0.110 ±0.022 ±0.059

HL-LHC 1.0 ±0.065 ±0.023 ±0.061 ±0.056 ±0.009 ±0.026

Table 12.3: Estimated cross sections and uncertainties for the inclusive H→ ττ and for the four
dominant production modes (ggF , V BF , V H and ttH) divided by the SM prediction for the
2015-2018 analysis (Run 2) and the HL-LHC extrapolation (HL-LHC). On the right-side the
contributions to the total uncertainty from statistical (Stat. unc., systematic (Syst. unc.) and
experimental uncertainties (Exp.) as well as theoretical uncertainties on the signal prediction
(Th. sig.) and on background prediction (Th. bkg.) are quoted separately.

for the inclusive 1-PoI fit shown in the first row of the table is reduced from 13% to 5%.
The statistical uncertainty is reduced from 6% to 1%, while the systematic uncertainties are
reduced from 11% to 4%. The theoretical uncertainties on the signal prediction are halved
from 8% to 4%, while the theoretical uncertainties on the background and the experimental
uncertainties are reduced by more than 50%. Therefore, the extrapolated 1-PoI measurement
is dominated by systematic uncertainties and the impact of theoretical uncertainties on the
signal is further increased compared to the current analysis. Figure 12.1 shows that the
uncertainty on the measurement of the inclusive H → ττ cross section is expected to be
smaller than theoretical uncertainty on the SM cross section prediction, even after applying
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Figure 12.1: Relative uncertainties on the measured inclusive cross sections for the 2015-2018
analysis (Run 2) analysis (red) and the extrapolation to the HL-LHC (blue). The theoretical
uncertainties on the prediction of each cross section is shown in gray for their current size
and in dashed when applying the scaling correction on the theoretical uncertainties for the
HL-LHC extrapolation.

the same reduction on them as used for the theoretical uncertainties on the signal prediction
in the fit model.
For the 4-PoI setup the relative improvement of the cross section vary for the different
production modes. The statistical dominated production modes in the 2015-2018 analysis ttH
and V H show a larger reduction of the total uncertainty from 106% to 23% and from 58% to
14%, while the ggF and V BF production modes are reduced from 32% to 11% and from 18%
to 7%. For all production modes the systematic uncertainties are larger than the statistical
uncertainties, however the V H and ttH production modes have a similar impact of statistical
and systematic uncertainties. The HL-LHC extrapolation for the V BF and ggF production
modes are dominated by theoretical uncertainties on the signal prediction. The systematic
uncertainties on the ttH and V H production modes are mainly arising from theoretical
uncertainties on the signal prediction but also experimental uncertainties are important. For all
four production modes the relative impact of theoretical uncertainties on the signal prediction
is increased, while the relative impact of uncertainties on the background prediction are
reduced compared to the current analysis. The expected significance of the ttH production
mode is 4.39 σ and for the V H production mode 7.74 σ , so that V H production is expected
to be observed with the HL-LHC data set also in the H → ττ decay mode, while for the ttH
production mode only achieving an evidence is expected. To observe the ttH production
mode the measurement of ttH production mode decay into final state with electrons and
muons have to be included. The ggF production mode has an expect significance �5 σ and
the V BF production mode was already observed with the Run 2 data set. Figure 12.1 shows
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12.2 Results

STXS bins (σi×Bττ )obs
(σi×Bττ )SM

Syst. unc.

Process mjj [GeV] pH
T [GeV] Nj Data set Stat. unc. Total Th. sig. Th. bkg. Exp.

ggF

[0,350]♠ [60,120] ≥1
Run 2 1.0 ±0.914 ±0.560 ±0.738 ±0.106 ±0.325 ±0.490

HL-LHC 1.0 ±0.197 ±0.096 ±0.173 ±0.043 ±0.056 ±0.129

[120,200] =1
Run 2 1.0 ±0.646 ±0.390 ±0.527 ±0.131 ±0.086 ±0.334

HL-LHC 1.0 ±0.161 ±0.073 ±0.146 ±0.071 ±0.029 ±0.095

[0,350] [120,200] ≥2
Run 2 1.0 ±0.745 ±0.507 ±0.581 ±0.122 ±0.136 ±0.473

HL-LHC 1.0 ±0.189 ±0.092 ±0.167 ±0.056 ±0.037 ±0.134

[200,300] ≥1
Run 2 1.0 ±0.374 ±0.288 ±0.260 ±0.107 ±0.029 ±0.200

HL-LHC 1.0 ±0.098 ±0.054 ±0.083 ±0.050 ±0.012 ±0.056

[300,∞[ ≥1
Run 2 1.0 ±0.480 ±0.450 ±0.252 ±0.108 ±0.033 ±0.159

HL-LHC 1.0 ±0.113 ±0.082 ±0.081 ±0.049 ±0.011 ±0.049

[350,∞[ [0,200] ≥ 2
Run 2 1.0 ±1.616 ±0.997 ±1.308 ±0.601 ±0.147 ±0.999

HL-LHC 1.0 ±0.541 ±0.218 ±0.499 ±0.295 ±0.049 ±0.363

EW qqH

[350,∞[ ≥ 2
Run 2 1.0 ±0.208 ±0.150 ±0.147 ±0.124 ±0.025 ±0.041

HL-LHC 1.0 ±0.075 ±0.029 ±0.070 ±0.065 ±0.011 ±0.023

[60,120] ≥ 2
Run 2 1.0 ±0.635 ±0.528 ±0.367 ±0.118 ±0.056 ±0.198

HL-LHC 1.0 ±0.144 ±0.102 ±0.105 ±0.052 ±0.013 ±0.064

ttH
Run 2 1.0 ±1.160 ±1.002 ±0.716 ±0.204 ±0.302 ±0.260

HL-LHC 1.0 ±0.239 ±0.169 ±0.182 ±0.095 ±0.051 ±0.106

Table 12.4: Estimated cross sections and uncertainties of the 9-PoI STXS measurement for the
2015-2018 analysis (Run 2) and the HL-LHC extrapolation (HL-LHC). On the right-side the
contributions to the total uncertainty from statistical (Stat. unc., systematic (Syst. unc.) and
experimental uncertainties (Exp.) as well as theoretical uncertainties on the signal prediction
(Th. sig.) and on background prediction (Th. bkg.) are quoted separately. The spades symbol
♠ indicates, that the requirement on mjj is only applied for Nj ≥2.

that the size of the expected uncertainties on the measured ggF and V BF production mode is
similar to the theoretical uncertainties on the SM prediction of them, while the measured V H
and ttH are still larger than the theoretical uncertainties on their SM predictions.
The results of the STXS Stage 1.2 measurement with the 9-PoI setup for the extrapolation
scenario 1 as well as for the 2015-2018 analysis are shown in Table 12.4 and in Figure 12.2.
The relative uncertainties on the cross sections measured in the extrapolation vary between
54% and 8%. The EW qqH STXS bin with at least two jets and 350 GeV ≤ mjj (8%)
followed by the two ggF STXS bins with 200 ≤ pH

T < 300 GeV (10%) and pH
T ≥ 300 GeV

(11%) show the smallest relative uncertainties. The largest uncertainty (54%) is observed
for the ggF STXS bin with at least two jets and 350 GeV ≤ mjj. Most of the STXS bins are
dominated by systematic uncertainties. For the lower pH

T STXS bins of ggF the experimental
uncertainties are dominating, while for the higher pH

T STXS bins the theoretical uncertainty
on the signal predication has a similar size. The EW qqH and ttH STXS bins behave as the
corresponding inclusive cross section in the 4-PoI setup. Similar to the 1-PoI and 4-PoI setup,
the relative impact of theoretical uncertainties on the signal is increased for all STXS bins
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12.2 Results
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Figure 12.2: Relative uncertainties on the measured STXS bins in the 9-PoI fit for the 2015-
2018 analysis (Run 2) analysis (red) and the extrapolation scenario 1 to the HL-LHC (blue).
The theoretical uncertainties on the prediction of each cross section is shown in gray for their
current size and in dashed when applying the scaling correction on the theoretical uncertainties
for the HL-LHC extrapolation. The spades symbol ♠ indicates, that the requirement on mjj is
only applied for Nj ≥2.

compared to the current analysis. The largest relative reduction of the total uncertainty is
observed for the STXS bins which are currently dominated by statistical uncertainties as the
ttH STXS bin. The largest reduction of systematic uncertainties is visible for the theoretical
uncertainties on the background prediction. Figure 12.2 shows that the size of the expected
uncertainties on the measured ggF STXS bins with 120 ≤ pH

T < 200 GeV are similar to
the theoretical uncertainties on the SM prediction of them, while they are smaller than the
theoretical uncertainties on the SM prediction for the ggF STXS bins with 200 GeV≤ pH

T . For
the remaining ggF STXS the expected uncertainties are still larger than their uncertainties on
the prediction and the remaining STXS show a similar picture as the corresponding inclusive
production mode cross sections in the 4-PoI setup.
Table 12.5 shows the result for the 9-PoI fit setup extrapolated with scenario 1 and with
scenario 2. Setting the statistical uncertainties on the simulated events to zero instead to scale
them with the increased luminosity reduced the relative systematic uncertainties by 1% to
23%, resulting in a reduction of the total relative uncertainties by 1% to 21%. The lowest
reduction is visible for the EWqqH STXS bin with at least 2 jets and 350 GeV ≤ mjj, while
the largest reduction is observed for the ggF STXS bin with at least two jets and 350 GeV
≤ mjj. The reduction of the systematic uncertainties of the remaining bins vary between 6%
and 16%. The comparison shows that for nearly all STXS bin the impact of the statistical
uncertainty on the background contribution is still a sizable uncertainty if the number of
simulated event cannot significantly be increased relative to the increased data statistics.
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12.3 Limitations of the extrapolation

STXS bins (σi×Bττ )obs
(σi×Bττ )SMProcess mjj [GeV] pH

T [GeV] Nj Scenario Syst. unc.

ggF

[0,350]♠ [60,120] ≥1
1 1.0 ±0.197 ±0.173

2 1.0 ±0.183 ±0.157

[120,200] =1
1 1.0 ±0.161 ±0.146

2 1.0 ±0.151 ±0.134

[0,350] [120,200] ≥2
1 1.0 ±0.189 ±0.167

2 1.0 ±0.181 ±0.157

[200,300] ≥1
1 1.0 ±0.098 ±0.083

2 1.0 ±0.095 ±0.079

[300,∞[ ≥1
1 1.0 ±0.113 ±0.081

2 1.0 ±0.110 ±0.075

[350,∞[ [0,200] ≥ 2
1 1.0 ±0.541 ±0.499

2 1.0 ±0.520 ±0.476

EW qqH

[350,∞[ ≥ 2
1 1.0 ±0.075 ±0.070

2 1.0 ±0.074 ±0.069

[60,120] ≥ 2
1 1.0 ±0.144 ±0.105

2 1.0 ±0.139 ±0.097

ttH
1 1.0 ±0.239 ±0.182

2 1.0 ±0.232 ±0.172

Table 12.5: Estimated cross sections and uncertainties of the 9-PoI STXS measurement for
both HL-LHC extrapolation (HL-LHC) scenarios. Scenario 1 includes statistical uncertainties
on the simulation scaled by the luminosity, while for scenario 2 these uncertainties are set to
zero. The spades symbol ♠ indicates, that the requirement on mjj is only applied for Nj ≥2.

12.3 Limitations of the extrapolation

The method used for this HL-LHC extrapolation can be used to estimate the expected
sensitivity for the current measurement with the increased luminosity. However, the method
has several limitations. The extrapolation includes the correction for the higher center-of-
mass energy, the reduction of statistical uncertainties and correction of the normalization
component for several systematic uncertainties, while no optimization of the analysis strategy
is considered. Therefore, optimizations as the chosen binning in the final discriminant
observable (here mMMC

ττ ), the correlation scheme of the PoIs or an optimized estimation of
data-driven background are not included. The simple scaling of the nominal predictions and
of systematic variations scales up statistical fluctuation, while a real increase of recorded data
and simulated events would reduce these fluctuation and therefore improve the modeling of
the observable used as input in the fit and of observables used in the event selection. The
increased data set would furthermore allow to explore new regions of phase space. All these
limitations have to be considered when the results of the extrapolation are interpreted.
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13 CONCLUSION

In this thesis, the measurements of cross sections exploiting the H → ττ decay mode as well as
their combination with other Higgs boson decay modes using data of proton-proton collisions
with a center-of-mass energy of 13 TeV recorded by the ATLAS experiment are presented.
The results for the H → ττ decay channel (see Sections 9 and 10) and the combination of these
results with the remaining decay modes are discussed (see Chapter 11). Two consecutive sets
of analyses are presented, were one is based on the 2015 to 2016 data set with an integrated
luminosity of L = 36 fb−1, while the second one is based on an optimized analysis strategy
and on the full Run 2 data set recorded from 2015 to 2018 with L = 139 fb−1. Furthermore,
the full analysis is used to estimate the expected sensitivity of the H → ττ decay mode at the
HL-LHC with L = 3000 fb−1 (see Chapter 12).
The H → ττ analyses rely on τ-triggers for the H → τhτh decay channel. The trigger re-
quirements can have a different efficiency in data compared to simulated events, which have
to be corrected. Two the tag-and-probe analyses estimate the scale factors to correct the
efficiencies in simulated events to the efficiencies observed in data. This thesis studies the
analysis based on tt → τµτh events and its combination with the analysis based on Z → τµτh
events in Chapter 8. These combined scale factors vary between 0.95 and 1.05 resulting in an
efficiency correction of up to 5%.
The H → ττ analysis based on the 2015 and 2016 data sets focuses on the observation of
the decay mode and on the inclusive cross section measurement of the two main production
modes ggF and V BF . Additionally, a first STXS measurement in the H → ττ decay mode is
performed. The analysis based on the full Run 2 data set recorded from 2015 to 2018 focuses
on the cross section measurement of the inclusive production modes ggF , V BF , V H and ttH
as well as on the measurement of STXS bins. The likelihood model of this analysis is used in
the HL-LHC extrapolation analysis to estimated the expected sensitivity of the analysis for a
data set with L = 3000 fb−1 at

√
s = 14 TeV.

The analysis strategy has been modified between the 2015 to 2016 and the 2015 to 2018 analy-
ses. The 2015 to 2016 analysis is based on 13 signal categories and six control regions, while
for the 2016 to 2018 analysis 32 signal categories and 36 control regions are defined. Each
control region is used to normalize a specific background contribution in the fit model via one
NF. For both analyses, the mMMC

ττ is used as an input to the fit model for all signal categories,
while only the total number of events is used in the control regions. Careful investigations
and detailed studies are performed on systematic uncertainties, which are included as NPs in
the fit model.
The extrapolation strategy of the H → ττ decay mode measurements is changed between the
2015 to 2016 and the 2015 to 2018 analyses. In the analysis of the 2015 and 2016 data sets,
the measurements are extrapolated to the full phase space, while a fiducial volume is defined
for the analysis of the 2015 to 2018 data set by requiring a rapidity of the Higgs boson of
less than 2.5. The region of phase space above this threshold is not measured by the ATLAS
experiment and therefore the results in this phase space are based purely on extrapolations.
This results in different SM predictions for the measurements in the two analyses.
The observation of the H → ττ coupling is achieved by combining the 2015 to 2016 data set



analysis with the Run 1 measurement [233] resulting in an observed (expected) significance
of 6.4 (5.4) σ . The V BF production mode is observed with 5.3 (6.2) σ and an evidence for
the ggF production mode is achieved with 3.9 (4.6) σ with the analysis based on the 2015 to
2018 data set. The HL-LHC extrapolation shows that the V H is expected to be observed with
7.74 σ , while an evidence of the ttH production mode with 4.39 σ is estimated.
The results for the inclusive cross sections for the H → ττ decay channel based on the 2015

σi ×Bττ Stat. Unc. Syst. Unc.

Type Data set [pb] [pb] [pb]

observed 2015-2016 3.77 ± 0.60 ± 0.81

observed 2015-2018 2.94 ± 0.21 ± 0.35

expected HL-LHC 3.17 ± 0.04 ± 0.14

Table 13.1: Cross sections and uncertainties of the inclusive H → ττ measurement for all
three analyses described in this thesis. The observed values for the analysis based on the 2015
to 2016 and the 2015 to 2018 data sets are shown, while the expected values for the HL-LHC
extrapolation based on the 2015-2018 analysis are listed.

to 2016 and the 2015 to 2018 data sets analyses as well as for the HL-LHC extrapolation
analysis are summarized in Table 13.1. The statistical uncertainties are reduced from 16% to
7% between the two analyses and is expected to decrease to 1.2% for the HL-LHC analysis,
while the systematic uncertainty is reduced from 21% to 12% and is expected to be 4.4% for
the HL-LHC analysis. The increased data statistics reduces the statistical uncertainties and the
reduction of systematic uncertainties is driven by optimized reconstruction and identification
methods, optimized auxiliary measurements and an improved analysis strategy. The precision
of all three measurements is limited by systematic uncertainties. Both observed cross sections
agree within the uncertainties with their SM expectation of (3.46±0.13) pb for the 2015 to
2016 data set and (3.17±0.09) pb for the 2015 to 2018 data set.
Table 13.2 summarizes the inclusive measurements of the dominant production modes cross
sections in the H → ττ decay channel (4-PoI fit). The most sensitive production mode
is V BF followed by ggF for all analyses. The statistical (systematic) uncertainties on the
measurement of V BF production modes are 32% (36%) and 16% (15%) for the 2015 to 2016
and the 2015 to 2018 analyses and is expected to be 2% (6%) for the extrapolation. On the
measurements of the ggF production cross section a statistical (systematic) uncertainty of
32% (46%) and 16% (29%) is estimated for the 2015 to 2016 and the 2015 to 2018 analyses
and the expected uncertainty for the extrapolation is 3% (11%). The V H and ttH production
modes are only measured in the 2015 to 2018 data set analysis and in the extrapolation based
on this analysis. The statistical (systematic) uncertainties on the measurements of the V H and
ttH production modes are 50% (36%) and 95% (70%) for the 2015 to 2018 analysis and are
expected to be 10% (10%) and 17% (18%) for the extrapolation.
The ggF production mode is dominated by systematic uncertainties for all analyses, while
for V BF the relative size for systematic and statistical uncertainties is similar for the analysis
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Production σi ×Bττ Stat. Unc. Syst. Unc.

Mode Type Data set [pb] [pb] [pb]

ggF
observed 2015-2016 3.10 ± 1.00 ± 1.45

observed 2015-2018 2.65 ± 0.41 ± 0.72

expected HL-LHC 2.77 ± 0.08 ± 0.31

V BF
observed 2015-2016 0.28 ± 0.09 ± 0.10

observed 2015-2018 0.197 ± 0.028 ± 0.029

expected HL-LHC 0.220 ± 0.005 ± 0.013

V H
observed 2015-2016

observed 2015-2018 0.120 ± 0.058 ± 0.039

expected HL-LHC 0.118 ± 0.011 ± 0.012

ttH
observed 2015-2016

observed 2015-2018 0.033 ± 0.031 ± 0.020

expected HL-LHC 0.031 ± 0.005 ± 0.005

Table 13.2: Cross sections and uncertainties of the inclusive production modes of all three
analyses described in this thesis. The observed values for the analysis based on the 2015-
2016 and the 2015-2018 data sets are shown, while the expected values for the HL-LHC
extrapolation based on the 2015-2018 analysis are listed. The V H and ttH production modes
are not estimated with the 2015-2016 analysis.

based on the Run 2 data sets. Only for the extrapolation, V BF is dominated by systematic
uncertainties. The remaining production modes are dominated by statistical uncertainties
for the 2015 to 2018 data set analysis, while both have a similar impact of statistical and
systematic uncertainties for the HL-LHC extrapolation. No significant deviation from their
SM predictions is observed for the measurements of the inclusive production mode cross
sections for the 2015 to 2016 and the 2015 to 2018 analyses.
Table 13.3 summarizes the observed results for the STXS measurement of the H → ττ decay
channel with nine independent PoIs based on the 2015 to 2018 data sets and the corresponding
expected results of the HL-LHC extrapolation. The highest precision in the H → ττ STXS
measurement based on the 2015 to 2018 data sets is achieved for the ggF production mode
with 200 ≤ pH

T < 300 GeV and pH
T ≤ 300 GeV with 36% and 40% as well as for the EW

qqH production mode with at least two jets and 350 GeV ≤ mjj with 24%. The expected
relative uncertainties for these STXS bins in the HL-LHC extrapolation are 9.8%, 11.3% and
7.5%. The uncertainties on the measurement of other ggF STXS bins varies between 75%
and 206%, while the expected uncertainties for these STXS bins are between 16% and 54%
for the extrapolation. The uncertainties on the measured EW qqH production mode STXS
bin with at least two jets and 60 ≤ mjj < 120 GeV and on the ttH STXS bin are 63% and
111%. The expected uncertainties on the measurement of these two STXS bins are 14% and
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STXS bins

Process mjj [GeV] pH
T [GeV] Nj Type Data set σi ×Bττ Stat. unc. Syst. unc.

ggF

[0,350]♠ [60,120] ≥1
observed 2015-2018 189 ±220 ±323

expected HL-LHC 394 ± 38 ± 68

[120,200] =1
observed 2015-2018 17 ± 18 ± 24

expected HL-LHC 47 ± 3.4 ± 6.9

[0,350] [120,200] ≥2
observed 2015-2018 33 ± 27 ± 28

expected HL-LHC 59 ± 5 ± 10

[200,300] ≥1
observed 2015-2018 30.3 ± 8.6 ± 6.8

expected HL-LHC 30.5 ± 1.7 ± 2.5

[300,∞[ ≥1
observed 2015-2018 9.4 ± 3.5 ± 1.3

expected HL-LHC 7.7 ± 0.6 ± 0.6

[350,∞[ [0,200] ≥ 2
observed 2015-2018 143 ± 54 ± 91

expected HL-LHC 55 ± 12 ± 27

EW qqH

[350,∞[ ≥ 2
observed 2015-2018 33 ± 17 ± 11

expected HL-LHC 33.1 ± 0.96 ± 2.32

[60,120] ≥ 2
observed 2015-2018 71 ± 13 ± 12

expected HL-LHC 90.1 ± 9.2 ± 9.5

ttH
observed 2015-2018 34 ± 32 ± 20

expected HL-LHC 31.3 ± 5.3 ± 5.7

Table 13.3: Estimated cross sections and uncertainties of the 9-PoI STXS measurement for
the H → ττ analysis based on the 2015-2018 data set and for the extrapolation of this analysis
to the HL-LHC. The spades symbol ♠ indicates, that the requirement on mjj is only applied
for Nj ≥2.

24% for the HL-LHC.
For most of the measured STXS bins the uncertainties are dominated by statistical uncertain-
ties, while for the extrapolation all STXS bins are dominated by systematic uncertainties.
The reduction of the total uncertainties is large compared to the reduction in the inclusive
measurements shown in Table 13.1 and 13.2. The increased granularity increases the relative
statistical uncertainties on the individual cross sections. The impact of systematic uncertain-
ties is reduced as well, due to the reduced extrapolation and the reduced model dependence of
the measurement. The limitation of the HL-LHC measurement by systematic uncertainties
can therefore probably be reduced in future analyses by using a finer granularity of STXS
bins in the fit model.
No significant deviation from the SM prediction is observed for the STXS measurement in
the H → ττ decay mode based on the data set recorded from 2015 to 2018.
The H → ττ analyses are used for combined Higgs boson cross section measurements. This
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thesis discusses the results of these combined measurements based on ten different analyses
(see Chapter 11). The combined measured global signal strength µ of the Higgs boson for the
most recent combination is:

µ = 1.06 ±0.06 =±0.03(stat.) ±0.03(exp.) ±0.04(sig.) ±0.02(bkg.) . (13.1)

This is the most precise measurement of the Higgs boson coupling with the ATLAS detector.
The uncertainties of the measurements are dominated by theoretical uncertainties on the signal
prediction.
Table 13.4 summarizes the measurement of the six dominant Higgs boson production modes.

Production σi Stat. Unc. Syst. Unc.

Mode [pb] [pb] [pb]

ggF 45.7 ± 1.8 ± 2.4

V BF 4.0 ± 0.3 ± 0.4

WH 1.56 ± 0.20 ± 0.17

ZH 0.70 ± 0.13 ± 0.11

ttH + tH 0.56 ± 0.08 ± 0.08

Table 13.4: Cross sections and uncertainties of the inclusive production modes for the
combined measurement of the Higgs boson with the 2015-2108 data set.

The most precised measured production mode is the ggF production mode with an relative
uncertainty of 7%, followed by the V BF production mode with 12%. The uncertainties on
the remaining production modes vary between 17% and 25%.
No significant deviation from the SM predictions is observed for the measurement of the
combined inclusive production mode cross sections.
A combined measurement within the STXS framework is performed estimating 41 indepen-
dent PoIs. This measurement corresponds to the measurement with the finest granularity of
the Higgs boson sector of the SM and can be used for several interpretations, as e.g. within
SMEFT. No significant deviation from the SM predictions is observed for the cross section
measurement of these 41 STXS bins.
An interpretation of these results within SMEFT is discussed in this thesis. The interpretation
considers SMEFT operators up to the mass dimension six and is based on the Warsaw basis.
Lepton and baryon conservation as well as SM gauge symmetries are assumed. To reduce
the number of free parameters in the fit model, only CP even operators with a contribution of
at least 0.1% to at least one measured STXS bin at their SM prediction corresponding to a
Wilson coefficient ci = 1 are considered. Finally, an eigenvector decomposition is performed
to find a reduced basis which can be constrained by the measurement. The basis is built by
linear combinations of the Wilson coefficients of the considered SMEFT operators. In the
measurement of this reduced set of 13 parameters, no significant deviations from the SM
predictions are observed.

241



A APPENDIX
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Figure A.1: Rmulti−jet values for electrons (left) and muons (right) for events with nτ
trk = 1 in

the boosted inclusive category of the H → ττ analysis based on the 2015-2016 data set as
function of ∆φ

τh,Emiss
T

. From top to bottom estimated for increasing values of pτ
T [224].
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Figure A.2: Rmulti−jet values for electrons (left) and muons (right) for events with nτ
trk = 3 in

the boosted inclusive category of the H → ττ analysis based on the 2015-2016 data set as
function of ∆φ

τh,Emiss
T

. From top to bottom estimated for increasing values of pτ
T [224].
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Figure A.3: Rmulti−jet values for electrons (left) and muons (right) for events with nτ
trk = 1

in the VBF inclusive category of the H → ττ analysis based on the 2015-2016 data set as
function of ∆φ

τh,Emiss
T

. From top to bottom estimated for increasing values of pτ
T [224].
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Figure A.4: Rmulti−jet values for electrons (left) and muons (right) for events with nτ
trk = 3

in the VBF inclusive category of the H → ττ analysis based on the 2015-2016 data set as
function of ∆φ
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T

. From top to bottom estimated for increasing values of pτ
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Figure A.6: Shape variation on ROS/SS factors for the tau25 tracktwoEF OR tracktwoMVA
trigger with the 2018 data set and the RNN τh-identification method. From top to bottom for
the Loose, Medium and Tight working point. On the left-side for τh-leptons with one charged
track and on the right-side with three charged tracks. The ROS/SS value for the signal region
before applying the is shown in red and after applying the τh-trigger requirement in dashed
blue.
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Nuisance Parameter Description

T
he

or
et

ic
al

un
ce

rt
ai

nt
ie

s
on

si
gn

al
pr

ed
ic

tio
n

Theo_ggH_shower ggF, parton shower, parametrization
Theo_ggH_sig_qcd_0(1-8) ggF, QCD scale uncertainties component 0 (1-8)
Theo_ggH_sig_jetveto ggF, QCD scale uncertainties for third-jet veto
Theo_boost_ggH_PSUE ggF, parton shower and underlying event in boosted categories
Theo_vbf_ggH_PSUE ggF, parton shower and underlying event in VBF categories
Theo_boost_VBFH_PSUE VBF, parton shower and underlying event in boosted categories
Theo_vbf_VBFH_PSUE VBF, parton shower and underlying event in VBF categories
Theo_boost_VH_PSUE VH, parton shower and underlying event
Theo_sig_alphaS signal, αs uncertainty
Theo_sig_pdf_0(1-29) signal, PDF uncertainty eigenvector 0 (1-29)
Theo_VBFH_MUR_MUF VBF, QCD scale uncertainties
Theo_VBFH_shower VBF, parton shower, parametrization
Theo_VH_MUR_MUF VH, QCD scale uncertainties

T
he

or
et

ic
al

un
ce

rt
ai

nt
ie

s
on

ba
ck

gr
ou

nd
pr

ed
ic

tio
n

ZttTheory_PDF_boost(vbf)_leplep Z → ττ , PDF, τlτl boosted (VBF) categories
ZttTheory_PDF_boost(vbf)_lephad Z → ττ , PDF, τlτh boosted (VBF) categories
ZttTheory_PDF_boost(vbf)_hadhad Z → ττ , PDF, τhτh boosted (VBF) categories
ZttTheory_PDF_Relative_boost(vbf) Z → ττ , migration PDF, boosted (VBF) categories
ZttTheory_CKK_boost(vbf)_leplep Z → ττ , merging scale, τlτl boosted (VBF) categories
ZttTheory_CKK_boost(vbf)_lephad Z → ττ , merging scale, τlτh boosted (VBF) categories
ZttTheory_CKK_boost(vbf)_hadhad Z → ττ , merging scale, τhτh boosted (VBF) categories
ZttTheory_CKK_Relative_boost(vbf) Z → ττ , migration merging scale, boosted (VBF) categories
ZttTheory_MGvsSH_boost(vbf)_leplep Z → ττ , parton shower, τlτl boosted (VBF) categories
ZttTheory_MGvsSH_boost(vbf)_lephad Z → ττ , parton shower, τlτh boosted (VBF) categories
ZttTheory_MGvsSH_boost(vbf)_hadhad Z → ττ , parton shower, τhτh boosted (VBF) categories
ZttTheory_MGvsSH_Relative_boost(vbf) Z → ττ , migration parton shower, boosted (VBF) categories
ZttTheory_MUR_MUF_boost(vbf)_leplep Z → ττ , QCD scale uncertainties, τlτl boosted (VBF) categories
ZttTheory_MUR_MUF_boost(vbf)_lephad Z → ττ , QCD scale uncertainties, τlτh boosted (VBF) categories
ZttTheory_MUR_MUF_boost(vbf)_hadhad Z → ττ , QCD scale uncertainties, τhτh boosted (VBF) categories
ZttTheory_MUR_MUF_Relative_boost(vbf) Z → ττ , migration QCD scale uncertainties, boosted (VBF) categories
ZttTheory_QSF_boost(vbf)_leplep Z → ττ , resummation scale, τlτl boosted (VBF) categories
ZttTheory_QSF_boost(vbf)_lephad Z → ττ , resummation scale, τlτh boosted (VBF) categories
ZttTheory_QSF_boost(vbf)_hadhad Z → ττ , resummation scale, τhτh boosted (VBF) categories
ZttTheory_QSF_Relative_boost(vbf) Z → ττ , migration resummation scale, boosted (VBF) categories
Ztt_mjj_rew Z → ττ , mjj reweighting
Zll_mjj_rew Z → ll, mjj reweighting

Table A.2: NPs of the theoretical uncertainties in the different event selection for the H→ ττ

analysis based on the data set recorded in 2015 and 2016. NPs with similar naming and source
are condensed in one row using () for the alternative NPs.
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Nuisance Parameter Description

E
xp

er
im

en
ta

l

EG_RESOLUTION_ALL electron energy resolution
EG_SCALE_ALLCORR electron energy scale
EG_SCALE_E4SCINTILLATOR electron energy scale, scintillator
EG_SCALE_LARCALIB_2015(2016)PRE electron energy scale, intercalibration 2015 (2016)
EG_SCALE_LARTEMP_2015(2016)PRE electron energy scale, LAr temperature 2015 (2016)
EL_RECO(ISO)_TOTAL electron reconstruction (isolation) efficiency
EL_ID_TOTAL(NONPROMPT_D0) electron identification efficiency (non-prompt electrons)
EL_EFF_TRIG_2015(2016)_TOTAL electron trigger for 2015 (2016)
MUON_EFF_STAT(SYST) muon identification efficiency statistic (systematic)
MUON_ISO_STAT(SYST) muon isolation efficiency statistic (systematic)
MUON_EFF_TTVA_STAT(SYST) muon track-to-vertex association efficiency statistic (systematic)
MUONS_ID muon momentum resolution, inner detector (ID)
MUONS_MS muon momentum resolution, muon spectrometer (MS)
MUONS_SAGITTA_RESBIAS muon momentum scale, sagitta, residual bias
MUONS_SAGITTA_RHO muon momentum scale, sagitta, pT imbalance ID and MS
MUONS_SCALE muon momentum scale
MUON_EFF_TRIG_STAT(SYST)2015(2016) muon trigger statistic (systematic) for 2015(2016)
JER_CROSSCALIBFWD jet energy resolution, Run-1 calibration, forward region
JER_NOISEFWD jet energy resolution, noise forward region
JER_NP_0-8 jet energy resolution
JES_BJES jet energy scale, b-jets
JES_EffectiveNP_1 (2-8) jet energy scale, component 1 (2-8)
JES_EtaInter_Model(NonClosure,Stat) jet energy scale, η-intercalibration, model (non-closure,statistic)
JES_Flavor_Comp(_zll) jet energy scale, flavour-dependent jet composition (Z → ll)
JES_Flavor_Resp jet energy scale, flavour-dependent jet response
JES_HighPt jet energy scale, jets with pT > 1.8 TeV
JES_PU_OffsetMu jet energy scale, pile-up, interactions per crossing
JES_PU_OffsetNPV jet energy scale, pile-up, number primary vertices
JES_PU_PtTerm(Rho) jet energy scale, pile-up, pT dependence (pT density)
JES_PunchThrough jet energy scale, jets not fully contained in calorimeter
JVT efficiency jet vertex tagger
FT_EFF_Eigen_b_0(1,2) b-tagging efficiency, b-jets component 0 (1,2)
FT_EFF_Eigen_c_0(1-3) b-tagging efficiency, c-jets component 0 (1-3)
FT_EFF_Eigen_light_0(1-4) b-tagging efficiency, light quark jets component 0 (1-4)
FT_EFF_extrapolation(_from_charm) extrapolation of scale factors from b(c)-jets to τ-jets
TAU_EFF_ELEORL_TRUEELE(TRUEHADTAU) τh electron overlap removal efficiency, real electron (τh)
TAU_EFF_ID_TOTAL(HIGHPT) τh identification efficiency total (for high pT)
TAU_EFF_RECO_TOTAL(HIGHPT) τh reconstruction efficiency total (for high pT)
TAU_TES_INSITU τh energy scale, in-situ measurement
TAU_TES_DETECTOR(MODEL) τh energy scale, detector geometry (GEANT4 model)
TAU_EFF_TRIG_STATDATA(MC)2015(2016) τh trigger data (simulation) statistic for 2015(2016)
TAU_EFF_TRIG_SYST2015(2016) τh trigger systematic for 2015(2016)
MET_SoftTrk_ResoPara(Perp) Emiss

T soft term resolution, parallel (perpendicular)
MET_SoftTrk_Scale Emiss

T soft term scale
PRW_DATASF pile-up reweighting, scale factor
ll_fakes_stat τlτl misidentified τ background statistic
ll_fakes_nonclosure τlτl misidentified τ background closure test
lh_fakes_stat_boost(vbf)(_top) τlτh misidentified τ background, boosted (vbf) category (top cr) statistic
lh_fakes_rvar_boost(vbf) τlτh misidentified τ background Rmulti−jet systematic
lh_fakes_nonclosure τlτh misidentified τ background closure test
hh_fakes_contamination τhτh misidentified τ , CR contamination
hh_fakes_dPhiWeightStat τhτh misidentified τ statistic
hh_fakes_nonclosure τhτh misidentified τ background closure test

Table A.3: NPs of the experimental in the different event selection for the H→ ττ analysis
based on the data set recorded in 2015 and 2016. NPs with similar naming and source are
condensed in one row using () for the alternative NPs.
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Nuisance Parameter Description

T
he

or
et

ic
al

un
ce

rt
ai

nt
ie

s
on

si
gn

al
pr

ed
ic

tio
n

Theory sig ggh shower ggF, parton shower, parametrization
Theory sig vbfh shower VBF, parton shower, parametrization
Theory sig wh shower WH, parton shower, parametrization
Theory sig zh shower ZH, parton shower, parametrization
Theory sig tth shower ttH, parton shower, parametrization
Theory sig ggh me ggF, matrix element, parametrization
Theory sig vbfh me VBF, matrix element, parametrization
Theory sig wh me WH, matrix element, parametrization
Theory sig zh me ZH, matrix element, parametrization
Theory sig tth me ttH, matrix element, parametrization
Theory sig ggh fxfx ggF, matrix element in VBF and VH categories, parametrization
theory sig alphaS signal, αs uncertainty
PDF4LHC NLO 30 EV0(1-29) signal, PDF uncertainty eigenvector 0 (1-29)
theory ggH sig st 4(5) ggF, QCD scale Stewart-Tackmann third jet-veto
QCDScale ggF res ggF, QCD scale resolution
QCDScale ggF mu ggF, QCD scale factorization and renormalization
QCDScale ggF qm t ggF, QCD scale top mass dependency
QCDScale ggF mig01(12) ggF, QCD scale migration 0(1) to 1(2) jet selection
QCDScale ggF pTH60(120) ggF, QCD scale migration for pH

T boarder at 60 (120) GeV
QCDScale ggF vbf2(3)j ggF, QCD scale migration 1(2) to 2(3) jet VBF selection
QCDScale ggF deltaMJJ350(700,1000,1500) ggF, QCD scale migration for mjj boarder at 350 (700,1000,1500) GeV
QCDScale qq2H mu EW qqH, QCD scale factorization and renormalization
QCDScale qq2H JET01 EW qqH, QCD scale migration 0 to 1 jet selection
QCDScale qq2H Mjj60(120,350,700,1000,1500) EW qqH, QCD scale migration for mjj boarder at 60 (120,...,1500) GeV
QCDScale qq2H pT200 EW qqH, QCD scale migration for pH

T boarder at 200 GeV
QCDScale qq2H pTjH25 EW qqH, QCD scale migration for pHjj

T boarder at 25 GeV
QCDScale tth mu ttH, QCD scale factorization and renormalization
QCDScale tth pTH60(120,200,300,450) ttH, QCD scale migration for pH

T boarder at 60 (120,...,450) GeV

T
he

or
et

ic
al

un
ce

rt
ai

nt
ie

s
on

ba
ck

gr
ou

nd
pr

ed
ic

tio
n

theory z mur muf envelope [region] Z production, QCD scale uncertainties for each [region] as ll vbf 0
theory z ckk (tth) Z production, merging scale (for tth categories)
theory z qsf (tth) Z production, resummation scale (for tth categories)
theory z pdfset (tth) Z production, PDF set comparison (for tth categories)
theory z alphaS Z production, αs uncertainty
theory z pdf [region] Z production, PDF uncertainties for each [region] as ll vbf 0
theory z EWK / QCD uncertainty Z production, EWK to QCD ratio
theory top parton shower top quark production, parton shower, parametrization
theory top me top quark production, matrix-element, parametrization
theory top ISR (FSR) top quark production, initial (final) state radiation
theory top PDF1(2-30) top quark production, PDF uncertainty eigenvector 1 (2-30)

Table A.4: NPs of the theoretical uncertainties in the different event selection for the H→ ττ

analysis based on the data set recorded in 2015 and 2018. NPs with similar naming and source
are condensed in one row using () for the alternative NPs, while [region] illustrates that an
individual NP per signal category is defined.

251



Experimental Nuisance Parameter Description
EG RESOLUTION ALL electron energy resolution
EG SCALE ALL electron energy scale
EL EFF ID CorrUncertaintyNP0(1-15) electron correlated identification efficiency component 0(1-15)
EL EFF ID SIMPLIFIED UncorrUncertaintyNP0(1-11) electron uncorrelated identification efficiency component 0(1-11)
MUONS ID muon momentum resolution, inner detector (ID)
MUONS MS muon momentum resolution, muon spectrometer (MS)
MUONS SCALE muon momentum scale
MUONS SAGITTA RESBIAS muon momentum scale, sagitta, residual bias
MUONS SAGITTA RHO muon momentum scale, sagitta, pT imbalance ID and MS
MUON ISO STAT(SYS) muon isolation efficiency statistic (systematic)
MUON EFF RECO STAT(SYST) (LOWPT) muon reconstruction efficiency statistic (systematic) (for low pT)
MUON EFF TrigStat(Syst)Uncertainty muon trigger statistic (systematic)
JET EffectiveNP Detector1(2) jet energy scale, detector component 1(2)
JET EffectiveNP Mixed1(2,3) jet energy scale, component 1(2,3)
JET EffectiveNP Modelling1(2-4) jet energy scale, modelling component 1(2-4)
JET EffectiveNP Statistical1(2-6) jet energy scale, statistic component 1(2-6)
JET EtaIntercalibration Modelling(TotalStat) jet energy scale, η-intercalibration, modelling (statistic)
JET EtaIntercalibration NonClosure 2018data (highE) jet energy scale, η-intercalibration, non-closure for 2018 (high energy)
JET EtaIntercalibration NonClosure neg(pos)Eta jet energy scale, η-intercalibration, non-closure for negative (positive) η-values
JET Flavor Composition(Response) jet energy scale, flavor-dependent jet composition (response)
JET PileUp OffsetMu jet energy scale, pile-up, interactions per crossing
JET PileUp OffsetNPV jet energy scale, pile-up, number primary vertices
JET PileUp PtTerm(Rho) jet energy scale, pile-up, pT dependence (pT density)
JET PunchThrough MC16 jet energy scale, jets not fully contained in calorimeter for 2016
JET SingleParticle HighPt jet energy scale for large pT
JER DataVsMC_MC16 jet energy resolution comparison for data and simulation
JER EffectiveNP 1(2-11) jet energy resolution component 1(2-11)
JER EffectiveNP 12restTerm jet energy resolution rest term
JET (f)JvtEfficiency efficiency jet (forward) vertex tagger
FT EFF Eigen b 0(1,2) (hh) b-tagging efficiency, b-jets component 0 (1,2) (for τhτh)
FT EFF Eigen c 0(1,2) (hh) b-tagging efficiency, c-jets component 0 (1,2) (for τhτh)
FT EFF Eigen light 0(1-3) (hh) b-tagging efficiency, light quark jets component 0 (1-3) (for τhτh)
FT EFF extrapolation(from charm) (hh) extrapolation of scale factors from b(c)-jets to τ-jets (for τhτh)
FT EFF Eigen light 4 hh b-tagging efficiency, light quark jets component 4 for τhτh

TAUS TRUEELECTRON EFF ELEBDT STAT(SYST) τh electron overlap removal efficiency statistic (systematic), real electron
TAUS TRUEHADTAU EFF ELEOLR STAT(SYST) τh electron overlap removal efficiency statistic (systematic), real τh
TAUS TRUEHADTAU EFF RECO TOTAL τh reconstruction efficiency total
TAU EFF ID SYST(HIGHPT) τh identification efficiency systematic (for high pT)
TAUS TRUEHADTAU EFF RNNID 1(3)PRONGSTATSYSTPT2025 τh identification efficiency statistic for 1(3)-prong, 20< pT <25 GeV
TAUS TRUEHADTAU EFF RNNID 1(3)PRONGSTATSYSTPT2530 τh identification efficiency statistic for 1(3)-prong, 25< pT <30 GeV
TAUS TRUEHADTAU EFF RNNID 1(3)PRONGSTATSYSTPT3040 τh identification efficiency statistic for 1(3)-prong, 30< pT <40 GeV
TAUS TRUEHADTAU EFF RNNID 1(3)PRONGSTATSYSTPTGE40 τh identification efficiency statistic for 1(3)-prong, 40 GeV< pT
TAUS SME TES INSITUEXP(FIT) τh energy scale, in-situ expected (observed) measurement
TAUS SME TES PHYSICSLIST(MODELCLOSURE) τh energy scale, physics model (GEANT4 model)
TAUS SME TES DETECTOR τh energy scale, detector model
TAUS TRUEHADTAU EFF TRIGGER STATDATA(MC)161718 τh trigger data (simulation) statistic for 2016-2018
TAUS TRUEHADTAU EFF TRIGGER STATDATA(MC)2018 τh trigger data (simulation) statistic for 2018
TAUS TRUEHADTAU EFF TRIGGER SYST161718(2018) τh trigger systematic for 2016-2018 (2018)
TAUS TRUEHADTAU EFF TRIGGER SYSTMU161718(2018) τh trigger pile-up for 2016-2018 (2018)
MET SoftTrk ResoPara(Perp) Emiss

T soft term resolution, parallel (perpendicular)
MET SoftTrk Scale Emiss

T soft term scale
ll fake(real) STAT elec(muon) τlτl misidentified τ , statistic for misidentified (real) electron (muon)
ll fake SYST CF τlτl misidentified τ , for charge-flip events
ll fake SYST prompt elec(muon) τlτl misidentified τ , for prompt electron (muon)
ll fake SYST source elec(muon) τlτl misidentified τ , source for electron (muon)
ll fake SYST comp fake elec(muon) τlτl misidentified τ , composition for electron (muon)
ll fake SYST njets fake elec(muon) τlτl misidentified τ , jet multiplicity for electron (muon)
lh fake FF QCD(W) 1(3)prong stat [category] τlτh misidentified τ , FF for QCD multi-jet (W) with 1(3)-prong per category
lh fake IsoFactor 1(3)prong stat [category] τlτh misidentified τ , IF with 1(3)-prong per category
lh fake RQCD 1(3)prong stat [category] τlτh misidentified τ , Rmulti−jet with 1(3)-prong per category
lh fake closure 1(3)prong stat [category] τlτh misidentified τ , closure test with 1(3)-prong per category
lh fake mc subtr 1(3)prong stat [category] τlτh misidentified τ , background subtraction with 1(3)-prong per category
hh fake ff composition higheta(ss) τhτh misidentified τ , FF for high values of η and same-sign events
hh fake ff param τhτh misidentified τ , FF parametrization
hh fake ff stat 1(3)p (l)nm τhτh misidentified τ , FF statistic for 1(3)-prong (loose) not medium ID

Table A.5: NPs of the experimental in the different event selection for the H→ ττ analysis
based on the data set recorded in 2015 and 2018. NPs with similar naming and source are
condensed in one row using () for the alternative NPs.
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Wilson coefficient Operator

cH2 (H†H)2(H†H)

cHDD
(
H†DµH

)∗ (
H†DµH

)
cHG H†H GAµνG

Aµν

cHB H†H BµνB
µν

cHW H†HW I
µνW

Iµν

cHWB H†τ IHW I
µνB

µν

ceH (H†H)(l̄perH)

cuH (H†H)(q̄purH̃)

cdH (H†H)(q̄pdrH̃)

c(1)

Hl (H†i
←→
D µH)(l̄pγ

µlr)

c(3)

Hl (H†i
←→
D I
µH)(l̄pτ

Iγµlr)

cHe (H†i
←→
D µH)(ēpγ

µer)

c(1)

Hq (H†i
←→
D µH)(q̄pγ

µqr)

c(3)

Hq (H†i
←→
D I
µH)(q̄pτ

Iγµqr)

cHu (H†i
←→
D µH)(ūpγ

µur)

cHd (H†i
←→
D µH)(d̄pγ

µdr)

Wilson coefficient Operator

cuG (q̄pσ
µνTAur)H̃ GAµν

cuW (q̄pσ
µνur)τ

IH̃ W I
µν

cuB (q̄pσ
µνur)H̃ Bµν

c′ll (l̄pγµlt)(l̄rγ
µls)

c(1)
qq (q̄pγµqt)(q̄rγ

µqs)

c(3)
qq (q̄pγµτ

Iqr)(q̄sγ
µτ Iqt)

cqq (q̄pγµqt)(q̄rγ
µqs)

c(31)
qq (q̄pγµτ

Iqt)(q̄rγ
µτ Iqs)

cuu (ūpγµur)(ūsγ
µut)

c(1)
uu (ūpγµut)(ūrγ

µus)

c(1)
qu (q̄pγµqt)(ūrγ

µus)

c(8)

ud (ūpγµT
Aur)(d̄sγ

µTAdt)

c(8)
qu (q̄pγµT

Aqr)(ūsγ
µTAut)

c(8)

qd (q̄pγµT
Aqr)(d̄sγ

µTAdt)

cW εIJKW Iν
µ W Jρ

ν WKµ
ρ

cG fABCGAνµ GBρν GCµρ

Table A.6: Overview of the considered Wilson coefficients and their corresponding operator
of dimension six [30].
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Figure A.7: Impact of the most relevant SMEFT operators on the STXS bins and decay modes,
relative to the SM predictions for Comb2. Only the interaction term with an suppression of
1/Λ2 are considered. A unit variation is considered for all coefficients ci, if not otherwise
specified in the legend. The statistical uncertainties on the STXS bins are shown in the top
panel to judge the experimental sensitivity to constrain the operators from the data of the
STXS bin. The statistical uncertainty of low precision STXS bins are clipped in the plot for a
better presentation of the other uncertainties [31].
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Parameter Definition Eigenvalue Fit
Para-
meter

c(3)

Hq c(3)

Hq 1900 3

c[
i] H
W

,H
B
,H

W
B
,H

D
D
,u

W
,u

B

1 −0.27cHW − 0.84cHB + 0.47cHWB − 0.02cuW − 0.05cuB 245000 3

2 −0.96cHW + 0.19cHB − 0.20cHWB + 0.02cuB 33 3

3 −0.08cHW + 0.50cHB + 0.86cHWB + 0.07cHDD + 0.03cuW +
0.06cuB

4 3

4 0.03cHWB − 0.85cHDD + 0.32cuW + 0.43cuB 0.017

5 −0.01cHW +0.07cHB +0.05cHWB−0.44cHDD−0.86cuW −
0.23cuB

0.0077

6 −0.01cHW +0.06cHB +0.04cHWB−0.29cHDD +0.39cuW −
0.87cuB

0.0025

c[
i] H
G
,u

G
,u

H
,t
o
p

1 +0.999cHG + 0.038cuG 176000 3

2 −0.03cHG+0.73cuG−0.03c(1)
qq−0.23cqq−0.05c(3)

qq−0.54c(31)
qq−

0.02cuu−0.24c(1)
uu−0.04c(8)

ud−0.01c(1)
qu−0.15c(8)

qu−0.04c(8)

qd−
0.18cG + 0.06cuH

20 3

3 −0.03cHG+0.67cuG+0.04c(1)
qq+0.25cqq+0.05c(3)

qq+0.55c(31)
qq +

0.02cuu + 0.26c(1)
uu + 0.03c(8)

ud + 0.01c(1)
qu + 0.16c(8)

qu + 0.03c(8)

qd +
0.29cG + 0.1cuH

1.3 3

4 +0.11cuG + 0.01cqq − 0.018c(3)
qq + 0.029c(31)

qq + 0.012c(1)
uu −

0.993cuH

0.14

5 +0.02cqq − 1.0c(3)
qq + 0.06c(31)

qq + 0.03c(1)
uu + 0.02c(8)

qu + 0.02cuH 0.02

6 +0.07cuG−0.02c(1)
qq+0.07cqq+0.03c(3)

qq+0.32c(31)
qq +0.06c(1)

uu+

0.04c(8)

ud + 0.08c(8)
qu + 0.04c(8)

qd − 0.94cG + 0.02cuH

0.0092

c
[1]

Hl(1),He
+0.78c(1)

Hl − 0.62cHe 2.6 3

c
[2]

Hl(1),He
+0.62c(1)

Hl + 0.78cHe 0.056

c
[1]

Hu,Hd,Hq(1) −0.87cHu + 0.26cHd + 0.42c(1)

Hq 59 3

c
[2]

Hu,Hd,Hq(1) +0.41cHu − 0.09cHd + 0.91c(1)

Hq 0.10

c
[3]

Hu,Hd,Hq(1) −0.28cHu − 0.96cHd + 0.03c(1)

Hq 0.0018

c
[1]

Hl(3),ll′
0.87c(3)

Hl − 0.50c′ll 27 3

c
[2]

Hl(3),ll′
0.50c(3)

Hl + 0.87c′ll 0.33

Table A.7: Eigenvectors and eigenvalues for the rotated subspace. Eigenvectors with a
eigenvalue below 0.0001 are not shown, such as c[7]HG,uG,uH,top and c[17]

HG,uG,uH,top. The last
column marks the parameter which enter as PoIs in the fit model [30].
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