
A programme of lectures has been arranged as 
usual for the Summer students. In the 
photograph V.F. We/'sskopf (former Director 
General of CERN who is also a summer visitor) 
continues discussion after one of his, by now 
traditional, introductory lectures on high energy 
physics. 

power supply before the water actual ly 
rose (it rapidly reached a height of 
1.4 m) . The refrigeration plant had to 
be shut d o w n and water was also 
threatening the pumps prov id ing the 
vacuum w h i c h isolates the chamber 
thermical ly. It was therefore decided 
to evacuate the l iqu id hydrogen f rom 
the chamber. The muddy water was 
by then no longer coming f rom the 
surface but was we l l i ng up f rom the 
drains — as was the case in most of 
the f looded areas of the site. 

The entire staff of the 2 m chamber 
was on duty for 48 hours, carrying out 
safety precautions manual ly, clearing 
some t w o cubic metres of mud and 
c leaning up the vital c ircui ts in the 
tunnels. The necessary repairs have 
meant a considerable interrupt ion in 
the bubble chamber's experimental 
programme. Gargamelle, the heavy 
l iqu id chamber, and the large European 
bubb le chamber (BEBC) were f o r t u ­
nately on ly s l ight ly affected. 

The most serious damage in the 
bu i ld ing of the Health Physics Group 
was the complete destruct ion of the 
l o w level count ing laboratory. The 
laboratory is in the basement to reduce 
the inf luence of environmental radia­
t ion and its specialized equ ipment is 
a total wr i te-of f . 

Every bu i ld ing suffered in some 
w a y or other. The new computer 
centre was inundated by mud cover ing 
a large area conta in ing the converter 
units and power suppl ies of the 
CDC 7600 computer and its satell i te 
machines. There was also damage to 
the l inac, the booster and the PS 
itself. The total bil l is sti l l being worked 
ou t by insurance experts w h o have 
no easy task in f ront of them. 

Vacation courses 
As in previous years, dur ing the season 
w h e n many CERN employees are off 
on hol iday, vacat ion students have 

arrived to f o l l ow a t w o to four months ' 
course. 

Circulars on the programme for 
these courses, w h i c h have been held 
for eleven years now, are sent out at 
the end of every year by the Fel lows 
and Associates Service to the Univer­
sities in all the Member States. S tu ­
dents reading physics, electrical and 
electronic engineer ing, mathematics 
and informat ion science at these Un i ­
versities and Technical Colleges are 
invi ted to submit their appl icat ions 
before the fo l l ow ing March. 

A di f f icu l t choice then has to be 
made f rom among the appl icants, 
tak ing into account their interests and 
the available places. CERN defrays 
travel l ing and board and lodg ing ex­
penses. 

There were some 350 appl icants 
this year, of w h o m 148 were invi ted 
to f o l l o w the courses. They are distr i ­
buted over the various scienti f ic and 
technical Divisions — jo in ing groups 
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work ing on experimental and appl ied 
physics, data handl ing, accelerators, 
technical services or Health Physics. 
Taking part as they do in the dai ly 
w o r k of the groups, the students 
should be able to obtain a useful sup­
plement to their educat ion f rom the 
people they meet and wo rk w i t h . As 
we l l as their w o r k in the groups, the 
students are offered a series of f i f ty -
three lectures on elementary particle 
physics, accelerators, detectors and 
computer science through w h i c h 
they can become famil iar w i t h the 
various facets of particle physics 
research. 

Booster struggles with 
instabilities 
Commiss ion ing of the 800 MeV 
Booster is at an intensive 'machine 
physics ' stage where the behaviour of 
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