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Inside Story

The Phys–Math School in Novosibirsk’s 
Akademgorodok region began with 
the first all-Siberian physics and 
mathematics Olympiad in 1962. 
Well-known mathematician and creator of 
Akademgorodok, Mikhail Lavrentiev, called 
it an expedition for talent, and aimed to open 
a boarding school for the brightest students. 
Lavrentiev was convinced that future 
scientists should be trained from the school’s 
bench, and his vision took hold.

While the organisation of the Phys–Math 
School continued over the autumn of 1962, 
its birthday is 23 January 1963 when the 
school officially opened its doors and the 
first lectures were delivered. These could 
hardly be called lectures in the usual 
sense – they were stories told by prominent 
scientists, interleaved with experimental 
demonstrations and discussions about the 
most recent scientific results. The teaching 
process in the school reproduced that of the 
neighbouring Novosibirsk State University, 
giving students a solid base for a scientific 
career, says Vladimir Shiltsev, who is a 1982 
graduate of the Phys–Math School and now 
director of the accelerator-physics centre at 
Fermilab in the US. 

Developing the teaching approaches 
in the first days of the Phys–Math School 
was a wonderful process of co-operation 
between scientists and pupils. The American 
Physical Society’s 2016 Robert R Wilson 
Prize recipient and 1964 school graduate 
Vasili Parkhomchuk, famous for his work on 
electron cooling, recalls that the lectures in 
the school were taught by such professors as 
Gersh Budker (the founder of the Institute for 
Nuclear Physics, now called Budker INP). 
However, Parkhomchuk, who is now head 
of the lab at INP, says that, looking back at 
that time, the teachers did not know how to 

teach from a pedagogical point of view – they 
themselves were learning by doing. Professors 
and students “went to school” together, 
making it a magnificent collaboration and 
part of the brilliant programme envisaged by 
Lavrentiev and his colleagues. 

The history of the Novosibirsk Phys–Math 
School is connected to many developments 
in high-energy and accelerator physics, and 
also to CERN. These connections are via 
personalities – graduates of the school who 
became known or influenced the creation of 
facilities at CERN, like the LEAR electron 
cooling system, which was inspired by a visit 
by a CERN team to Novosibirsk and their 
interaction with the INP team. The Siberian 
school, like CERN, is a magnet that attracts 
the brightest minds into science. Mastering 

the ability of young scientists to find the key 
physical effects related to a complicated 
physical phenomena and then to make 
relevant estimations – such as working out 
in a few lines what happens when an asteroid 
strikes a planet – is one of the key training 
approaches of the school. Indeed, the school 
has served as a model for training in other 
parts of the world. 

Today there are 500 pupils in the school, 
educated by more than 260 highly qualified 
teachers and academics. A total of 15,000 
students have graduated since the school’s 
creation, 25 per cent of which have PhDs 
and around 500 have DSc degrees. There are 
around 25 students per class and pupils can 
spend one, two or three of their last years of 
high school there. Competition is strong, with 
candidates first being invited to a summer 
school based on results of physics Olympiads 
and only the best performers are then invited 
to the Phys–Math School. 

So congratulations to the Novosibirsk 
Phys–Math School at the start of the new 
academic year – a year in which it will 
celebrate its 55th birthday – and wishing it 
continued success for many years to come.

 ● Andrei Seryi, John Adams Institute, UK.

The phys–math magnet in central Siberia

A unique physics and 
maths boarding school 
located in Siberia’s famous 
Akademgorodok is still going 
strong after 55 years. 

(Clockwise from top left) The Phys–Math School in Novosibirsk, Russia. Students deriving 
formulae during a class. Graduates of the 1963 class.

The Siberian school, like 
CERN, is a magnet that 
attracts the brightest minds 
into science. 
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Magnetic precision has a name www.metrolab.com
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PT2026 NMR Precision Teslameter 

Reach new heights 
in magnetic � eld 
measurement 
The Metrolab PT2026 sets a new 
standard for precision magnetometers. 
Leveraging 30 years of expertise building 
the world’s gold standard magnetometers, 
it takes magnetic � eld measurement to 
new heights: measuring higher � elds with 
better resolution.

The PT2026 offers unprecedented � exibility 
in the choice of parameters, interfacing 
and probe placement, as well as greatly 
improved tolerance of inhomogeneous 
� elds. And with Ethernet & USB interfaces 
and LabVIEW software, it � ts perfectly into 
modern laboratory environments. 

www.metrolab.com

of this book, a certified health physicist 
and an expert in radiation protection, 
discusses these emerging topics related 
to radiation-generating technologies and 
associated hazards.

The book opens with a brief overview of 
modern radiation-protection challenges, 
before delving into specific areas. First, 
the author discusses the nuclear-fuel cycle, 
analysing its steps and related issues such 
as reactors, new technologies for uranium 

enrichment and waste disposal. In the 
following section, he deals with nuclear 
accidents and radiological emergencies – 
making specific reference to the well-known 
disasters of Three Mile Island, Chernobyl 
and Fukushima Daiichi – and with the 
risk of terrorist events involving sabotage 
or the use of improvised nuclear weapons 
and devices.

Today, nuclear material is also largely 
employed for medical imaging and therapies, 

thus a part of the book is devoted to these 
technologies and to the consequent increase 
of public radiation exposure. Finally, the 
last section focuses on regulatory issues, 
limitations and challenges.

Meant for upper-level undergraduate 
and graduate students of health-physics 
and engineering courses, the book would 
also be a useful reference for scientists and 
professionals working in radiation protection, 
fuel-cycle technology and nuclear medicine. 
More than 300 problems with solutions 
accompany the text and many appendices 
provide background information.

Neutrino Astronomy: Current Status, 
Future Prospects
By T Gaisser and A Karle (eds)
World Scientific

This review volume is motivated 
by the 2014 observation of 
a high-energy neutrino flux 
of extraterrestrial origin by 
the IceCube experiment at 
the South Pole. The energy 

of the events recorded ranges from 30 
to 2000 TeV, with the latter marking the 
highest-energy neutrino interaction ever 
observed. The study of neutrinos originating 
from violent astrophysical sources enhances 
our knowledge not only of cosmological 
phenomena but also of neutrinos themselves.

This book gives an overview of the current 
status of research in the field and of existing 
and future neutrino observatories. The first 
group of chapters present the physics of 
potential sources of high-energy neutrinos, 
including gamma-ray bursts, active galactic 
nuclei, star-forming galaxies and sources in 
the Milky Way. A chapter is then dedicated 
to the measurements performed by IceCube, 
the results of which are discussed in 
terms of energy spectrum, flavour-ratio 
and arrival-direction isotropy. Following 
this, the results of two deep-sea neutrino 
experiments, ANTARES and Baikal, 
are presented.

After a brief discussion of other 
research topics in which the study of 
high-energy astrophysical neutrinos 
can play an important role, such as the 
quest for dark matter, the book examines 
the next generation of cosmic neutrino 
detectors. In particular, the future KM3NeT 
experiment, which will consist of a network 
of underwater telescopes located in the 
Mediterranean Sea, and IceCube-Gen2, 
characterised by unprecedented sensitivity 
and higher angular resolution compared to 
IceCube, are described.

Finally, a review of present and 
in-planning experiments aiming at detecting 
radio emissions from high-energy neutrino 
interactions concludes the volume.
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