20th Session of CERN Council

On 19 December, 1961, forty-six delegates and advisers
from CERN's fourteen Member States met at Geneva for the
20th Session of Council, exactly ten years after the first
meeting of the ‘Provisional Council’ at UNESCO House, in
Paris.

After the presentation and discussion of the Division
Leaders’ progress reports came an item on the Agenda of
much concern to CERN and the people who work here —
the Budget for 1962. Although considerably above the figure
for 1961, the sum of 78 million Swiss francs finally proposed
as the fotfal of confribufions from the Member States was
below that envisaged earlier in the year, and in fact was
regarded as the minimum possible if the Laboratory is nof to
fall behind in its development as a leader of high-energy
physics research. In the event, the proposed figure was
approved by a majority of delegates. It was also recom-
mended that a study of the future expansion of the activities
of CERN, and of its rate of expenditure, be prepared for the
Council before next April by a working party presided over
by Mr. Jan H. Bannier (Netherlands).

Mr. Jean Willems (Belgium) was re-elected President of
the Council for 1962, and one of Sweden’s representatives,
Dr. Gosta Funke, was elected Chairman of the Finance Com-
mittee. He replaces Dr. W. H. A. Hocker, (Fed. Rep. of Ger-

A typical scene in the Council Chamber on 19 December, showing
some of the new banners — one for each Member State — which
added extra colour fo the proceedings.

fo become Chief Administrator of the nuclear research
centre at Jilich.

At the conclusion of the meeting, presenfations were
made to Mr. H. L. Venty, a United Kingdom delegate to
Council for many years, and to Dr. J. B. Adams, formerly
Director-General and now one of the U. K. Delegates®
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The new beams and the positioning of
the NPA electrostatic separator in the
South Hall, have led to considerable
alterations in the layout of the shielding.
Much of the shielding previously arrang-
ed for the neufrino experiment has now
been removed, and the 1-m heavy-liquid
bubble chamber has been removed to
the NPA building for modifications.

Among experiments that followed the
shut-down was the second run of the 81-
c¢cm hydrogen bubble chamber in the
separated antiproton beam, following
the first one just before Christmas. In the
two weeks, photographs have been
obtained of about one million anti-
protons crossing the chamber at 3 GeV
and half a million at 3.6 GeV. The long-
awaited replacements for the magnet
coils of the CERN 32-cm hydrogen
bubble chamber arrived just too late, the

run in the 1.5-GeV K- beam having been
inferrupted at an early stage by failure
of one of the existing coils.

During the Christmas shut-down at the
synchro-cyclotron, work included the
installation of new equipment fo improve
the cooling facilities for beam-transport
magnefs and lenses, allowing greater
possibilities for experimental groups tfo
work in parallel. The opporfunity was
also taken for a further investigation of
the radioactivity of the machine. At the
beginning of December an interesting
new bubble chamber was installed —
the 20-cm liquid-helium chamber oper-
ated by R. Bizzarri's Group from Rome
University, here since last July. They are
at present investigating muon capture by
helium nuclei. The Darmstadt Group left
at the end of the year, having completed
their experiments on mu-mesic x-rays.

The Track Chambers Division has taken
over its new building, across the road
from the SC. This accommodates about
1/3 of the staff, with offices upstairs, and
12 scanning tables on the ground floor.

The Health Physics Group, now totall-
ing 14 people, has also moved into new
quarfers — the former Wilson Chamber
Barracks.

G. Auberson, J. Baarli, M. Barbier, J.
Dutrannois, J. Y. Freeman, K. H. Reich,
and P, H. Standley attended the ‘Inter-
national colloquium on shielding around
large accelerators’, at Orsay and Saclay
from 18-20 January. This was the first
time a conference on such a scale had
been held to deal with the radiation
problems of present and future accele-

rators.
(confinued on p. 12)
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